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NEW YORK: Demonstrators condemn Republican
presidential candidate Donald Trump’s remarks
about women and abortion on Thursday. —AP

New taxidermy class a hit

at Michigan high school

WASHINGTON: Republican presidential fron-
trunner Donald Trump made a surprise closed-
door visit to the Republican National
Committee on Thursday after a tumultuous
two days on the campaign trail that included a
reversal of his pledge to support the party’s
nominee. Trump, who is also struggling to
contain the fallout from his Wednesday com-
ment that women who have abortions should
be punished if the procedure is outlawed, said
afterward he had a “nice meeting” to talk
about party unity with RNC Chairman Reince
Priebus. “Looking forward to bringing the par-
ty together,” Trump said on Twitter. “And it
will happen!”

Priebus said the meeting was scheduled
days ago and included a discussion about the
process heading into the party’s July conven-
tion in Cleveland. Trump leads the Republican
race, but is at risk of falling short of the 1,237
delegates needed to become the party’s nom-
inee in the Nov. 8 election, raising the prospect
of a contested convention. “We did talk about
unity and working together and making sure
when we go to Cleveland, and come out of
Cleveland, that we’re working in the same
direction,” Priebus told the Fox News Channel.

Trump’s relationship with the RNC has
been contentious at times, and he recently
complained the party was not treating him
fairly as it prepared for a possible contested
convention. On Tuesday, Trump backed away
from the loyalty pledge he signed in
September promising to support the party’s
eventual nominee and not to run an inde-
pendent campaign for the White House. The
RNC pledge has unraveled as Trump’s remain-
ing rivals, US Senator Ted Cruz of Texas and
Ohio Governor John Kasich, also indicated

they were unlikely to observe the pledge if
Trump was the nominee.

Priebus refused to say if the discarded loy-
alty pledge was discussed at the meeting with
Trump, which lasted just under an hour. The
billionaire businessman was in Washington for
a morning gathering of his newly established
foreign policy team. A source who attended
said the group discussed threats from Islamic
State militants, nuclear proliferation, home-
land security assessments and European secu-
rity levels. Trump’s campaign also announced

it was setting up a Washington office to run its
convention and delegate operations and work
with the RNC and Congress.

‘Simple Misspeak’
The campaign has been busy trying to dig

out from under an avalanche of criticism over
Trump’s abortion comment, even though he
quickly reversed his stance. Trump pulled back
from his initial comments within an hour, first
in a statement saying that US states should
handle abortion issues and later saying doc-
tors who perform abortions are the ones who
should be held responsible.

“You have a presidential candidate that
clarified the record not once but twice,” Trump
spokeswoman Katrina Pierson told CNN, call-
ing the initial comments a “simple misspeak”.
She said Trump was “pro-life with exceptions”
and said his statements after the comments in
an MSNBC interview were an accurate depic-
tion of his views. “We shouldn’t make this a 24-
hour headline when we have things like terror-
ism going on in the world.”

Trump’s latest controversy threatened to
further erode his standing with women vot-
ers, many of whom have been offended by
his use of vulgarities and insulting language
to describe women during the campaign.
The abortion flap erupted as Trump cam-
paigned in Wisconsin ahead of the state’s
primary on Tuesday. The primary will be par-
ticularly important because all 42 delegates
will be awarded to the winner of the popular
vote, rather than distributed proportionate
to the vote. Two opinion polls released in
the last two days showed Cruz moving
ahead of Trump by 10 percentage points in
Wisconsin.—Reuters
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WASHINGTON: Is this week’s Donald Trump controversy the one
that will finally derail the bombastic real estate developer’s foray into
presidential politics? Opponents are hoping that unlike previous
flaps, the frontrunner in the race for the Republican nomination
won’t be able to recover from his statement that women who have
illegal abortions should be punished. Next Tuesday’s primary in the
American heartland state of Wisconsin will be an indicator of whether
The Donald has finally crossed the line with his supporters, who until
now have stood by their man despite controversies that would have
torpedoed the political aspirations of most traditional candidates.

A poll conducted by Marquette University Law School showed
Texas Senator Ted Cruz in the lead in Wisconsin, with 40 percent sup-
port among likely voters, 10 points ahead of Trump.  Ohio Governor
John Kasich, the third candidate in the Republican race, had 21 per-
cent in the poll, which had a margin of error of 5.8 percentage points.
The survey was conducted after a week dominated by highly personal
attacks between Trump and Cruz, whose wives were dragged into the
mudslinging. In a race where Trump makes headlines seemingly every
day, on Tuesday this week his campaign manager was charged with
battery for allegedly grabbing a reporter at a news conference. Rather
than heed calls to fire Corey Lewandowski, Trump has unequivocally
backed his top staffer and instead questioned reporter Michelle
Fields’s version of events, even suggesting she threatened him by
approaching him after the event. Then on Wednesday, Trump said
during an interview with MSNBC that he thought abortion should be
banned and women who get the procedure under such a ban should
be punished. After an outcry from all corners of the political spectrum,
the reality TV star quickly backpedaled and issued a statement saying
the woman should be considered as a victim. In the United States,
abortion is a hot-button topic that defines political candidacies and
not an issue where a presidential hopeful can afford a gaffe.

‘Mental’ 
Not only were Democrats predictably outraged, Trump even man-

aged to antagonize anti-abortion conservatives who say only doctors
who perform the procedure should be punished. “Once again Donald
Trump has demonstrated that he hasn’t seriously thought through the
issues, and he’ll say anything just to get attention,” the ultraconserva-
tive Cruz said. He’s even testing the patience of his most ardent public
supporters. “Do you realize our candidate is mental? It’s like constantly
having to bail out your 16-year-old son from prison,” conservative
commentator and until now steadfast supporter Ann Coulter said
after Trump tweeted an unflattering photo of Cruz’s wife next to a
photo of his own wife, a former model. The long road to the
Republican national convention in July is already littered with contro-
versies over women, Islam and immigrants. It’s not known how much
of a factor they played in Trump’s 12 defeats so far. Although his pop-
ularity seems ironclad among the relatively small segment of
Republican primary voters, a new survey shows Trump with a 67 per-
cent unfavorability rating among Americans overall - the most dis-
liked major-party candidate in the 32-year history of the Washington
Post-ABC News poll.

The Teflon Candidate? 
But in the last two months, Trump has repeatedly defied political

correctness and remained atop the Republican race thanks to sup-
porters who say they admire his business acumen and “refreshing”
lack of restraint. In one week in early February, Trump took positions
unimaginable for a major Republican candidate: accusing George W
Bush of negligence before the Sept 11, 2001 attacks, promising to be
“neutral” in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, publicly clashing with Pope
Francis and professing that he liked the principle underpinning
President Barack Obama’s health care reform legislation. —AFP

WASHINGTON: Republican presiden-
tial candidate Donald Trump waves as
he gets into his vehicle on Thursday
following a meeting at the Republican
National Committee. —AP

CROSWELL, Michigan: Students all over the US dissect animals as a
kind of high school rite of passage. Not many, though, stuff and mount
the critters afterward. A Michigan high school is teaching students to
do just that. Croswell-Lexington High offered a taxidermy course for
the first time this school year. So far, it’s been a hit. Sixty students
enrolled in the first two sections, and about a dozen had to be turned
away, said Ryan Cayce, the principal at the school about 80 miles north

of Detroit in a community near Lake Huron that long has embraced
hunting and fishing.

Teacher Kyle Tubbs, who owns a taxidermy business, last year
pitched the idea of a stand-alone class to Cayce, who gave it the green
light. Senior Matt Barker, a trapper and hunter, said the course is perfect
for him. “This is one of the best classes that I’ve had, because it’s a very
hands-on class,” Barker said, taking a break from fleshing an opossum he
trapped in his grandfather’s backyard.

Students in the 13-week class must bring in an animal that they hunt-
ed, trapped or found dead. Road kill counts. In Mieyah Brenton’s case,
the red-bellied woodpecker the senior worked on was a gift from the
family cat. “I just want this eye to be where it’s supposed to,” an exasper-
ated Brenton said to her lab mates before jamming a blade into the
bird’s eye. Brenton said many people think the class is gross, but “it’s just
kind of something that’s cool to learn, especially if you like biology.”

The class meets state standards for science instruction, Tubbs said.
Many students in the taxidermy class already have taken biology, Cayce
said. “It fits in and integrates well with the other physical science cours-
es,” he said. And art, said Tubbs, who points out that students who
mount a full-bodied animal are asked to create its natural habitat, which
could include representations of water, dirt and plants. “Trying to make
something dead look like something that’s living again takes ... skill,” said
Claire Knapp, a junior who was drawn to learning about taxidermy after
taking an anatomy course.

For the students who didn’t make it into the inaugural offering,
there’s always next school year. “I never thought that it would be this
popular and (have) this much interest,” Tubbs said. “It’s just really cool for
me, doing taxidermy and as a teacher, to see the interest that we have
with this class.”  —AP

CROSWELL, Michigan: Croswell-Lexington High School
taxidermy teacher Kyle Tubbs helps student Paige Kasper
with placement of a rabbit’s pelt on a form during the
school’s taxidermy class on Jan 19, 2016. —AP


