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KUWAIT: The camping season came to an
end on Thursday March 31, and Kuwait
Municipality branches are set to start send-
ing teams to remove violating camps start-
ing from tomorrow. The municipality called
upon camp owners to remove the camps in
order to avoid forced removal and citations.

Meanwhile, Municipal Council Engineer
Ali Al-Moussa criticized what he described as
“several forms of violations against the
Kuwait environment” committed during this
year’s camping season, including lack of
proper cleanliness standards. “While 90 per-
cent of camps have already been removed,
piles of waste and leftovers can be seen in
the desert,” Al-Rai daily quoted Moussa yes-
terday. He further criticizes campers who
failed to clean their camps’ sites before
handing those sites over to the municipality
following the end of the camping season.

Kuwait Municipality started in recent
years to license camping sites in order to
help protect the environment by receiving
insurance payments from campers that are
only refundable if the sites were left clean

after the end of the camping season. Moussa
said that regulating the camping process has
been a ‘partial success’ on that regard, indi-
cating that according to official statistics, the
level of environment protection that it has
achieved varied between 30 and 40 percent
only. “In order to achieve better success,
new laws and conditions must be imple-
mented,” he said, suggesting that stricter
punishments against violators are required. 

Councilor urges more efforts to

maintain camping sites’ cleanliness
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KUWAIT: Energy fees should be increased in
accordance with the government’s study to
maintain Kuwait’s credit ranking in the global
market, Minister of Electricity and Water Ahmad
Al-Jassar said. Calling the current 2 fills per kilo-
watt tariff as ‘outdated,’  Jassar told Al-Anbaa
daily that now is the time to ‘restructure’ electric-
ity and water increases to become on par with
local and international markets’ indicators.

Jassar further indicated that studies show
that under the current rates, Kuwait will bear KD
1.7 billion in subsidies in the coming budget for
power and water production, without paying
attention to the fluctuation of oil prices. The
minister further explained that the goal behind
restructuring power and water prices is not to
collect money, but to commit the consumer to
rationalizing, because “he who does so will find
out that his bill remains the same.”

The National Assembly’s Financial Affairs
Committee is scheduled to discuss a draft law
for new power charges on Sunday and its head
MP Faisal Al-Shaye said the panel has different
plans to reduce the government proposals.
National Assembly Speaker Marzouk Al-Ghanem
meanwhile announced that the National
Assembly plans to study the new charges and
government’s economic reforms in the next ses-
sion on April 12. The government proposed to
raise electricity charges by several-folds, espe-
cially for apartments inhabited mostly by expa-
triates.

It was not immediately known if MPs will
reduce the government proposals for citizens
and expatriates as well. Several lawmakers have
already criticized the government proposals say-

ing it will constitute a major burden on con-
sumers.

Under the proposed plan, electricity fees
would increase as follows: for private houses
(normally inhabited by Kuwaitis), the bill propos-
es to raise current electricity charges of 2 fils per
kilowatt to as follows: For consumption of up to
3,000 kilowatts - 5 fils per kilowatt; For consump-
tion of between 3,000 - 6,000 - 8 fils per kilowatt;
For consumption between 6,000-9,000 - 10 fils
per kilowatt; For consumption above 9,000 - 15
fils per kilowatt. As for apartments (mostly
inhabited by expatriate), the new proposed
rates are as follow; For consumption of up to
1,000 kilowatt - 5 fils per kilowatt; For consump-
tion between 1,000-2,000 - 10 fils per kilowatt;
For consumption above 2,000 kilowatt - 15 fils
per kilowatt. The bill also proposes smaller
increases to water charges. 

Time has come to increase

energy fees: Minister
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Residency department detectives
arrested a number of people for running a
fake domestic help office, harboring
absconding maids and offering illegal
domestic help services. Investigations went
underway after police received information
about the activity of five Ethiopian nation-
als who would provide employers with
services of the runaway maids for up to KD
250, and gave them fake receipts. Once the
maid arrives to her new employer’s home,
she would have arranged with the men in
charge of the office to run away again so
that her services can be offered to another
employer. A total of 30 people, 17 men and
13 women, all Ethiopian were arrested after
police obtained a warrant from the prose-
cutor to raid the illegal office. The suspects
were taken to the proper authorities for fur-
ther legal procedures. 

No injuries in fire
Farwaniya fire station responded to a call
about a fire in a container near the area’s

co-operative society branch. The fire was
contained and put out. No injuries were
reported.

KUWAIT: Smoke comes out of a contain-
er after firefighters tackled a blaze
reported yesterday in Farwaniya.

KUWAIT: The Kuwait National Guard and
American Army conducted on Thursday
a drill on logistics, as part of a joint
agreement to share expertise. The joint
agreement is part of 2020 strategic pact
signed by the National Guard and other
countries’ military institutions to
improve the performance of its man-
power, Head of the National Guard’s
freightage and logistics directorate
Colonel Khaled Abdulasalam told
reporter. He added that today’s exercise
aimed at sharpening skills of the national
guards in combat and teaching them
how to act swiftly and efficiently in criti-
cal situations. — KUNA

National Guard, US Army conduct drill on logistics 

Crime
R e p o r t

Search for thieves

KUWAIT: Jahra detectives are looking for
three men who committed four armed rob-
beries within less than three hours. In one
reported case, the suspects attempted to steal
a citizen’s car when he left it with the engine
running. The car’s owner returned to the vehi-
cle before they managed to escape with it,
but they attacked him with a knife and drove
away with the vehicle, leaving him behind
bleeding. In each of the three other cases, an
expatriate told Taima police that he was
mugged by three men who claimed to be
detectives.

Police assaulted
Two policemen from Hawally back-up force

30 arrested in fake

domestic help office

told Salam police station officers that they
were insulted by a 20-year-old citizen who
was accompanied by his 21-year-old brother.
The complainants said that while patrolling
the area, they asked the driver of a German-
made vehicle to pull over, but he refused to
cooperate. The man then insulted the officers
and escaped, according to their statements.
Investigations are ongoing in search for the
suspect.

Burns
A 24-year-old girl told Nugra police that she
suffered burns after receiving laser hair
removal treatment in a Hawally clinic. A med-
ical report stated that burns were noticed on
the thighs, lower abdomen, pelvis, arms and
neck. — Al-Anbaa


