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Amir offers 

condolence over

Turkish blast victims
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of condolence to Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan over the victims of
Thursday’s bombing that left scores of people dead or injured.
In his cable, His Highness the Amir strongly condemned the
horrible terrorist act that violates all religious and human val-
ues, and that targeted innocent people and the country’s
security and stability.

His Highness the Amir also reiterated Kuwait’s firm position
rejecting all forms and manifestations of terrorism, praying to
Allah the Almighty to bless the victims’ souls with mercy and
those injured a swift recovery. His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent the Turkish president similar cables.

Meanwhile, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem sent a cable of condolences to Turkish Parliament
Speaker Ismail Kahraman over the bombing that occurred in
Diyarbakir earlier Thursday, which killed and wounded scores
of people, including policemen. Ghanem expressed full soli-
darity with the Turkish people against all criminal attempts to
destabilize security, and renewed calls for the boosting region-
al and international efforts to combat terrorism. —KUNA

Veteran astronomer

Ojairi alive and well

KUWAIT: Renowned Kuwaiti astronomer and meteorologist
Dr Saleh Al-Ojairi is alive and well despite rumors that stated

that he passed away, the
Kuwait Science Club (KSC)
confirmed yesterday.
Reports speculating Ojairi’s
death went viral on social
media since late Thursday
night, and even became a
trending topic on Twitter
early Friday morning.
Kathem Jum’ah, Assistant
Secretary General of KSC,
said that he contacted
KSC’s honorary chairman
Ojairi and confirmed that
he is okay. He further urged
social media users to
abstain from spreading
unverified news, and show
respect to a scholar in
Ojairi’s status. Ojairi, 95, is
credited for introducing
astronomy and meteorolo-
gy to Kuwait,  where he

built the country’s first observatory in the early 1970s. The
Ojairi Calendar, first issued in 1952, is considered the most
authentic and used calendar in Kuwait to follow dates and
prayer times. He also has several publications, researches and
a library named after him. It is worth mentioning that this is
not the first time in which rumors on Ojairi’s death spread on
social media on April 1st, also known as ‘April Fool’s Day.’ 
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GAZA: The Palestinian National
Authority (PNA) has praised Kuwait’s
continued support to alleviate the suffer-
ing of the Palestinian people, particularly
the reconstruction efforts in the Gaza
Strip. In the name of President Mahmoud
Abbas and Prime Minister Rami
Hamdallah, the PNA expresses most
gratitude to His Highness the Amir, gov-
ernment, and people of Kuwait for their
generous grant to those affected by the
Israeli war on Gaza, Minister of Housing
and Public Works Mufeed Al-Hasaynah
said in a press conference. Hasaynah also
valued the efforts exerted by Marwan Al-
Ghanem, Arab Regional Director in the
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED), in light of the
grant agreement, worth $200 million,
signed between KFAED and the PNA to
support reconstruction efforts in Gaza,
adding that his government will allocate
$75 million of the Kuwait grant for the
Strip residents. —KUNA
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reconstruction efforts
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DOHA: Patrick Rollet, President of the
Federation International des Vehicules
Ancienne, or Federation of Classic Cars
(FIVA), touted yesterday his organiza-
tion’s close ties with Kuwait Historical,
Vintage and Classic Car Museum. FIVA
cooperates with the Kuwaiti car muse-
um on technical and legal issues and
values the museum’s efforts at endear-
ing classical and vintage cars to the
public, Rollet said on the sideline of
the 2016 Qatar Concourse D’Elegance
showcasing luxury classic and vintage
cars.

On Kuwait’s participation in the
Qatari exhibition of ancient cars, he
said what struck his eye was Kuwait’s
entry of a vintage Aston Martin db24, a
rare and much esteemed luxury car.
He recalled the Kuwait Concourse

D’Elegance held last year which
brought together nearly 80 vintage
cars for general exhibition, saying it

was a highly successful event. In this
year’s Qatari event which started last
Tuesday and is slated for five days,
about 100 vintage and classic cars are
on display, all vying for valuable prizes.

FIVA was founded in 1966 in
response to an idea formulated by a
handful of organizations representing
the interests of historic vehicle enthu-
siasts within a number of different
countries. The founders felt that the
time had come for an international
body to promote and guide the inter-
ests of the historic vehicle movement
throughout the world. At present FIVA
can boast over 85 member organiza-
tions in more than 62 countries
throughout the world, which in turn
represent more than 1,500,000 historic
vehicle enthusiasts. —KUNA
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NEW YORK: UN Envoy to Yemen
encouraged parties taking part in the
next round of peace talks held in Kuwait,
to seize the opportunity to provide a
mechanism for a return to a peaceful
and orderly transition.

The UN Special Envoy for Yemen
Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed said in a
statement yesterday that the talks aim
to reach a comprehensive agreement,
which will end the war and allow the
resumption of inclusive political dia-
logue in line with UN Security Council
resolution 2216 as well as other relevant
resolutions. The talks he added, are to
be based on the GCC Initiative and the
outcomes of the National Dialogue
Conference.

The Special Envoy encouraged the
parties to engage constructively in the
talks, including on the areas of the with-
drawal of militias and armed groups, the

handover of heavy weapons to the
State, interim security arrangements,
the restoration of state institutions and
the resumption of inclusive political dia-
logue, in addition to the creation of a
special committee for prisoners and
detainees.

As the preparations are currently
underway for Yemeni-Yemeni peace
talks, to be held under the auspices of
the United Nations in Kuwait starting
April 18, the UN envoy said “I am looking
forward to the active participation of rel-
evant parties in the talks.”

Ould Cheikh Ahmed noted that the
are planning and preparing at full
speed, as the UN political experts have
already been deployed to Sana’a and
Riyadh in order to work with the delega-
tions gearing up for the resumption of
talks. “Another team is on its way to
Kuwait to finalize the preparations with

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,” the
statement added.

Within this same context, Ould
Chiekh Ahmed welcomed the encourag-
ing steps taken recently between Saudi
Arabia and Ansarallah, such as the
release of prisoners and the relative
calming at the borders. “These initiatives
reinforced the spirit of the confidence
building measures recommended at the
previous round of talks and there is no
doubt that they can provide an impor-
tant drive to the political process,” he
said.

The parties to the conflict have
agreed to a nation-wide cessation of
hostilities beginning at midnight on
April 10. “With political will, good faith
and balance, they could take this oppor-
tunity to end the conflict and pave the
way towards a permanent and durable
end of the war,” he added. —KUNA
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