
CAIRO: A charitable gesture by
Argentinean football star Lionel Messi
has provoked outrage in Egypt, where a
lawmaker and football official took
umbrage at the donation: his football
boots. Messi, in an interview with the pri-
vate satellite channel MBC Misr, had
donated his boots to the channel to auc-
tion them off for charity. “Messi, I really
thank you,” said the interviewer as she
sat across from the Barcelona player,
dangling his boots, in the segment aired
on Saturday.  

While no one would consider being
hit with a shoe or boot, or being labeled
a shoe a compliment, it is especially
insulting in Middle East cultures.

Donating boots, it emerged, was equally
insulting to Egyptian member of parlia-
ment Said Hasasein, who attacked Messi
on his television show. “This is my shoe,”
he said, holding up a beaten loafer. “I
donate it to Argentina.

“This is an insult to Egyptian people,”
he elaborated, thumping his fist on his
desk. Egyptian Football Federation
spokesman Azmi Mogahed phoned in to
the show to express his outrage. “Even in
our religion...” he began to say, when
Hasasein interrupted: “His religion is
Jewish!” Mogahed agreed. “I know he’s
Jewish, he donates to Israel and visited
the Wailing Wall and whatever ... we don’t
need his shoe and Egypt’s poor don’t

need help from someone with Jewish or
Zionist citizenship.” “People in Argentina
sleep in parks!” Hasasein added.  

Messi was born into a Catholic family,
and has made the sign of the cross after
scoring goals. Some Egyptians criticized
Messi, and his interviewer, on Twitter,
using the hashtag “Messi’s boot for the
Egyptian people.” “It’s not your fault,
Messi you dog. It’s the fault of that son-
of-a-shoe channel, and that daughter-of-
a-shoe interviewer,” wrote one.  Others,
including former Egyptian football star
Mido, defended Messi.”The most pre-
cious thing a writer has is his pen, and the
most precious thing a football player has
is his boots,” he wrote on Twitter. —AFP
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England teammates
set to resume 
title rivalry

LONDON: Having combined seamlessly for England, the
players of Leicester City and Tottenham Hotspur will
resume battle in the Premier League title race this week-
end with the two main protagonists facing testing fix-
tures. Hostilities were put to one side as the likes of
Leicester striker Jamie Vardy and Spurs counterpart
Harry Kane both impressed as England won in Germany
and lost at home to the Netherlands. Yet with the inter-
national break over, Kane, one of five Spurs players in
the England squad, and Vardy, who played alongside
England debutant and club mate Danny Drinkwater, are
back in opposing camps.

Kane, who scored against Germany, will be hoping
that his team win at Liverpool tomorrow and narrow the
gap to leaders Leicester, who play Southampton at
home on Sunday. Vardy, who scored his first two goals
for England in tomorrow’s game in Berlin and Tuesday’s
match at Wembley, is hoping to get back on the score-
sheet after five league games without a goal. “The
(England) goals can only be good for my confidence and
I will hopefully be scoring again at the weekend,” he
said. With only seven matches remaining, Leicester,
seeking a fourth straight win when they face
Southampton, are top with 66 points, five ahead of
Spurs on 61.

Arsenal are a further six behind with a game in hand
and tomorrow have a quick opportunity for revenge
against Watford, who ended the Gunners’ bid for a third
successive FA Cup triumph when they beat them 2-1 at
the Emirates three weeks ago. Fourth-placed
Manchester City, whose title hopes virtually evaporated
when they lost 1-0 at home to Manchester United, travel
to Bournemouth, while fifth-placed West Ham United
will be looking to continue their top-four push at home
to Crystal Palace. Palace have tumbled from fifth on New
Year’s Day to 16th and will be desperate to end a run of
13 league matches without a win that has dropped them
far too close to the relegation zone for comfort.

Bottom-placed Aston Villa, who sacked French man-
ager Remi Garde on Tuesday, look to have very little
chance of escaping and have caretaker Eric Black in
charge for the visit of outgoing champions Chelsea
tomorrow. Unless Palace’s nosedive continues, two from
Norwich City, Sunderland and Newcastle United look set
to go down with Vil la.  Norwich are at home to
Newcastle, who now have 11 players sidelined with
injuries after goalkeeper Rob Elliot was ruled out for the
season after damaging knee ligaments in Ireland’s 2-2
draw with Slovakia. —Reuters

Messi provokes outrage in 
Egypt by donating boots

BUENOS AIRES: Argentina’s Lionel Messi kicks the ball during a training session in Buenos Aires, Argentina. —AP

LONDON: Sunderland said yesterday they intend-
ed to terminate the contract of Emmanuel Eboue
before he had even kicked a ball in anger for the
club after FIFA ordered the defender to serve a
one-year ban over fees owed to a former agent.
However, the Ivory Coast international can auto-
matically end the ban if he pays the money to his
ex-agent Sebastien Boisseau, the world governing
body said. 

FIFA, announcing the suspension earlier on
Thursday, said the ban covers “any football-related
activity that will last for one year or until he pays
the total outstanding amount owed to his former
agent”. In response, Premier League strugglers
Sunderland said they had given the 32-year-old
former Arsenal player, who joined the north-east
side in a short-term deal earlier this month, two
weeks’ notice.

Eboue has the right of appeal but it now looks
as if his Sunderland career could end without him

making a single first-team appearance.
“Sunderland AFC has been advised by the Football
Association that Emmanuel Eboue has been
placed under an immediate suspension from foot-
ball and all football-related activity for a period of
one year, by FIFA,” said a club statement. “The sus-
pension relates to a monetary dispute between
the player and a former agent, which precedes his
time at Sunderland AFC and was not something
that the club was made aware of by the player.

“Eboue signed a contract with Sunderland AFC
until the end of the current season and the club
has therefore given notice of its intention to termi-
nate the contract. The player has two weeks in
which to appeal this decision.” Eboue’s ban will be
a further setback to Sunderland manager Sam
Allardyce’s hopes of keeping the club in the lucra-
tive Premier League, with the Black Cats now with-
out Adam Johnson after the club sacked the for-
mer England midfielder following his admission of

sexual activity with an under-age girl that has
since seen the player jailed. Sunderland, two
points shy of safety, continue their quest for
Premier League survival against West Bromwich
Albion on Saturday.

A FIFA players’ status committee ruled in July
2013 in favour of agent Sebastien Boisseau in a
contractual dispute with Eboue. In September
2014, the FIFA disciplinary committee fined the
Ivory Coast star 30,000 Swiss francs ($30,000) for
failing to comply with the decision. He was then
given a 120-day “grace period” to settle the debt
before Boisseau would be entitled to request that
a one-year ban be imposed. Eboue appealed to
the Court of Arbitration for Sport but lost. After a
new deadline for payment was set and passed,
Boisseau “requested that the one-year ban be
imposed on Mr Eboue in accordance with the
decision of the FIFA disciplinary committee”, said a
FIFA statement. —AFP 
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