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Omair said the clean fuel project aims at developing
and expanding the refineries in Mina Abdullah and
Mina Ahmadi with the objective of transforming them
into a refining complex, designed to honor oil market
needs and boost the competitive nature of the Kuwaiti
products. Omair said the Zour refinery project, which
would produce 615,000 bpd, was on schedule and
would ultimately provide low-sulfur fuel to power sta-
tions. He called for doubling efforts to provide sustain-
able energy for the future generations.

Kuwait currently produces about 3 million barrels per
day of crude oil and by 2020 it will be able to produce 4
million bpd, Adsani said. He said KPC would build four
gathering centers to boost natural gas and heavy oil
production. Adsani said KPC has allocated KD 32 billion
for development projects in the five-year plan. KPC, he
added, was contributing to the development of private
sector’s role in development as well as diversifying
income. Last week, International Energy Agency head
Fatih Birol said the fall in global upstream oil investment
in 2015 would be at least 20 percent versus 2014 and
the biggest drop in history.

OPEC secretary general Abdullah El-Badri said OPEC
is confident that the oil market will be “more balanced”
next year as non-OPEC production has contracted and
global demand is increasing. “OPEC is confident that it
will see a more balanced market in 2016,” Badri told the
oil and gas conference. “In recent months, there has

been a contraction in production from non-OPEC pro-
ducers and an increase in global demand,” he said.

However, Badri also admitted that the “market
remains oversupplied”, and insisted that stability is para-
mount to the crude market which faced “extremely
challenging times”. The OPEC chief said market funda-
mentals did not support the sharp drop in oil prices
which have fallen by almost 60 percent since June 2014.
Badri said that global demand for oil is forecast to rise
to 110 million barrels per day by 2040 from 93 million
bpd now. “This requires investments of $10 trillion
between now and then,” he said.

Earlier yesterday, Qatar ’s Energy Ministry
Mohammed bin Saleh Al-Sada, who is acting OPEC
president, said there were signs of an oil price rise next
year, adding that the oil price has “bottomed out”.  He
said world GDP growth in 2016 is slated to be 3.4 per-
cent as against an expected 3.1 percent in 2015, and
that this would result in an increase in global oil
demand by 1.3 to 1.5 million bpd. Growth in supplies
from non-OPEC producers over the past five years has
substantially reduced in 2015 and is likely to show zero
to negative growth in 2016, the statement said.

Venezuela - which has been trying hard to persuade
oil producers to cut output to boost prices - said
Thursday a technical meeting of OPEC and other crude-
producing countries would take place on Oct 21. Badri
yesterday confirmed the meeting would take place at
an expert level and that OPEC and non-OPEC producers
will attend. — Agencies 

Kuwait vows no slowdown in oil projects
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MP Abdulhameed Dashti also said that he learned
that the pact regulates extradition of suspects among
the GCC states. In questions to the justice minister, Dashti
asked if the justice ministry took into consideration con-
stitutional issues before signing the pact and if the minis-
ter informed his GCC counterparts that the pact cannot
be implemented in Kuwait before its ratification by the
National Assembly. Dashti also demanded a copy of the
agreement and asked if its signing came as part of imple-
menting the GCC security pact signed several years ago.

In another development, MP Talal Al-Jallal rejected in a
statement yesterday any plans by the government to
impose new taxes or raise charges on public services for
Kuwaiti citizens. Jallal said that the government should
be looking for other measures to boost non-oil revenues
by offering more investment opportunities in the coun-

try, raise the lease value of state properties and impose
taxes on companies and other measures to increase pub-
lic revenues. 

The lawmaker said that in light of the sharp drop in oil
prices, it is time now to change the policy of total reliance
on oil as the only source of income and to restructure the
state budget in order to deal with distortions and short-
comings. The finance ministry has repeatedly said that a
study on raising charges on public services and com-
modities, especially electricity, water and petrol, will be
handed to the government before the end of next
month.

Meanwhile, MP Mohammad Tana sent a series of
questions to Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-
Sabeeh about elections of trade unions and the partici-
pation of a senior official in a conference outside Kuwait.
Tana has repeatedly said that he plans to file to grill to
question the minister over alleged violations.

MPs question anti-terror treaty signed...
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Israel’s retaliatory air strikes demolished a house in the
northern Gaza area of Zeitun, killing Nour Hassan, 30, and
her two-year-old daughter Rahaf, Gaza medics said. The
Hamas chief in Gaza, Ismail Haniya, has branded the spi-
ralling violence an “intifada” and called for further unrest.
In fresh clashes on the border in central and northern
Gaza, Israeli soldiers fired warning shots in the air to try to
disperse hundreds of stone throwing Palestinians, a mili-
tary spokeswoman said.

In response to the air strike, a Hamas spokesman said
“this shows the occupation’s desire to escalate”. “We warn
the occupation against continuing this foolishness,” said
Sami Abu Zuhri. Hamas, which rules Gaza, the enclave hit
by three devastating wars with Israel since 2008, remains
deeply at odds with president Mahmud Abbas’s West
Bank-based Palestinian Authority. It was unclear whether
Hamas or another group fired the rockets on Saturday
night. Salafists claiming links to the Islamic State jihadist
group have said they were behind recent rocket fire from
Gaza, but Israel holds Hamas responsible for all such acts
as the main power in the territory.

Yesterday morning, Israeli security forces said they
foiled a major attack when an explosion seriously
wounded a Palestinian woman and lightly injured an
Israeli policeman. The policeman had spotted a “suspi-
cious” vehicle at a checkpoint between the Israeli settle-
ment of Maale Adumim and Jerusalem and ordered the
woman, identified as 31-year-old Israa Jaabis, to stop.
Jaabis shouted “Allah Akbar” (God is greatest) before the
explosion went off, according to the security forces. 

The Shin Bet internal security agency said Jaabis had
tried to ignite a gas cylinder and was carrying leaflets in
support of Palestinians killed in clashes with Israeli
forces. Explosives had not previously been used in vio-

lence since the start of the month during which a wave
of stabbings has sparked fear among Israelis. Fourteen
stabbing attacks have targeted Jews since October 3,
when a Palestinian murdered two Israelis in east
Jerusalem’s Old City.

Two days earlier in the West Bank, a Jewish settler
couple was shot dead in front of their children, and vio-
lent protests have since shaken the occupied territory
as well as annexed east Jerusalem. While Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and Abbas have sought to avoid
an escalation, frustrated Palestinian youths have defied
efforts to restore calm.

Rioting has seen Palestinians throwing stones and
firebombs at Israeli forces, who have responded with
live fire, rubber bullets, tear gas and stun grenades.
Yesterday, hundreds of Palestinians clashed with Israeli
forces at Hawara checkpoint near the West Bank city of
Nablus, and medics reported several Israelis in their cars
lightly injured in stone throwing incidents across the
territory. Netanyahu has ordered the emergency call-up
of reserve border police companies to reinforce officers
in east Jerusalem and throughout Israel.

Yesterday, the cabinet approved a four-year mini-
mum prison term for people convicted of throwing
stones at moving cars. With international concern
mounting over the violence, French President Francois
Hollande’s office said: “Everything must be done to...
end this cycle which has already caused too many vic-
tims”. Both Abbas and Netanyahu have spoken with US
Secretary of State John Kerry, each pinning the blame
on the other side. Netanyahu said he told Kerry he
expected the Palestinian Authority to stop its “wild and
mendacious incitement, which is causing the current
wave of terrorism”. Abbas said he reiterated the need for
Israeli authorities to stop giving cover to “settler provo-
cations, carried out under the army’s protection”. — AFP 

Israeli strike kills mother and child 
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Interior ministry spokesman Saad Maan told AFP that
“the strike was yesterday (Saturday) at noon”. In Washington,
a US military official said: “We’ve seen the Iraqi statement
about Al-Baghdadi but have no info that confirms it.”

Baghdadi’s death would give the war against the most
violent jihadist organization in modern history a much-
needed boost, but such claims have been made in the past.
Baghdadi’s apparent survival following similar claims,
including one in Nov 2014 of a strike in the same area, has
only added to his mystique. The Iraqi jihadist chief is said to
have been born in Samarra in 1971, but little is known about
the man with a $10 million US bounty on his head.

Baghdadi apparently joined the insurgency after the
2003 US-led invasion of Iraq, at one point spending time in
an American military prison in the country’s south. His
whereabouts have been the subject of constant speculation
since his only public appearance as IS chief last year, at a
mosque in the Iraqi city of Mosul days after the proclama-
tion of a cross-border “caliphate”.

A coalition led by the United States, which occupied Iraq
for eight years before withdrawing in 2011, began air strikes
against IS in August last year. More than 7,000 strikes later, IS
has conceded some of territory it took last year but has held

its ground in other areas and even made fresh conquests,
such as the city of Ramadi in Iraq and Palmyra in Syria.
Russia joined the fray on Sept 30, launching an air campaign
it said would target IS, but most of its efforts seem focused
on protecting Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad. 

Syrian troops yesterday were gaining ground on two
fronts: in central Hama province around the Damascus-
Aleppo highway and in the northern part of regime strong-
hold Latakia province. In Hama, regime forces had taken
three villages east of the highway and were seeking to
secure control of an area to its west. “This offensive is intend-
ed to confront the rebels in the Sahl al-Ghab plain that is at
the intersection of Hama, Latakia and Idlib provinces,” said
Rami Abdel Rahman, director of the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights monitor.

Alawites from the same sect as Assad live in the
south and west of the strategic 1,000 sq km plain, while
the north and east are mostly Sunni. Rebels have
sought to capture parts of the area, advancing particu-
larly from Idlib province which is held by the Army of
Conquest alliance that includes Al-Qaeda affiliate Al-
Nusra Front. In Moscow, Russia’s defence ministry said
its warplanes had hit 63 targets in Syria in the past 24
hours and intercepted radio traffic showing “growing
panic” in IS. — AFP 

Iraq claims IS chief Baghdadi hit in raid

TEHRAN: An Iranian general killed in the
Syrian city of Aleppo had taken part in 80
missions in the war-torn country, mourners
were told at his funeral in Tehran yesterday.
Hossein Hamedani of the Islamic Republic’s
Revolutionary Guards Corps became its
highest-profile casualty of the effort to
shore up Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad
when he died Thursday. He had been
involved for four years in Iran’s operations in
Syria, creating national defence forces for
Assad, a fellow general and former chief
commander of the Guards said in Tehran.

“Our security is not confined to our bor-
ders, it is related to the entire region.
Hamedani was martyred in Syria so that
insecurity does not reach Tehran,” General
Mohsen Rezaie, who recently came out of
retirement to rejoin the military, said in trib-
ute. Hamedani was killed by “Daesh terror-
ists” he added, using the Arabic acronym to
refer to the jihadist Islamic State (IS) group
that swept much of Syria and Iraq last year,
since holding ground.  Thousands attended

Hamedani’s ceremony. He will be buried in
Hamedan, his home city, today.

Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei praised Hamedani as “a sincere
and diligent warrior” in a note of condo-
lence to his family on Saturday. Ali
Shamkhani, secretary of Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council, described
Hamedani’s death as “a huge loss” in the
fight against jihadist groups in Syria. Quoted
by the IRNA news agency, he said the loss
would be “avenged” and that this would
lead to the “complete destruction” of these
groups.

Shiite-dominated Iran is Assad’s strongest
regional ally and it has sent Guards as mili-
tary advisers to help him against Sunni
Muslim rebels seeking his overthrow.
Lebanon’s Shiite militia Hezbollah has done
much of the fighting to prop up the Syrian
army, though the commander of the
Revolutionary Guards’ foreign wing, Qassem
Soleimani, is said to be heavily involved in
guiding military strategy. — AFP 

Iran general did 80 
missions in Syria 

TEHRAN: Iranian men carry portraits of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards Brigadier General Hossein Hamedani during his funeral yesterday. — AFP 


