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Euro Qualifiers 2016

Azerbaijan v Italy 19:00
Abu Dhabi Sport

Kazakstan v Netherlands 19:00
Abu Dhabi Sport

Norway v Malta 19:00
Abu Dhabi Sport

Iceland v Latvia 19:00
Abu Dhabi Sport

Czech Republic v Turkey 21:45
Abu Dhabi Sport

Andorra v Belgium 21:45
Abu Dhabi Sport

Croatia v Bulgaria 21:45
Abu Dhabi Sport

Israel v Cyprus 21:45
Abu Dhabi Sport

Bosnia And Herzegovina v Wales 21:45
Abu Dhabi Sport

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

LONDON: Liverpool’s new manager Juergen Klopp promised to
bring “full throttle” football with a “big heart” to Anfield in his first
comments since the German was unveiled as the Merseyside’s
club new manager on Thursday night.  Invited to emulate Jose
Mourinho’s claim on arrival at Chelsea to be “the special one”,
however, he insisted he was “the normal one”.

The club’s American owners, Fenway Sports Group, signed the
former Borussia Dortmund manager on what is reported to be a
three-year contract, after sacking Northern Irishman Brendan
Rodgers tomorrow.

One of the most coveted managers in world football, Klopp
has been out of work since May when he finished a seven-year
reign at Dortmund to take a sabbatical.  “Firstly, I would like to
offer thanks to the ownership of Liverpool Football Club for
showing faith in me and my staff and presenting us with this
wonderful opportunity,” Klopp told the club’s website on Friday
(www.liverpoolfc.com).  “They have presented to me a very clear
vision and I share their ambitions and model of work,” the
German, who won two Bundesliga titles with Dortmund, added.
“This is a talented group of players and there is still much to com-
pete for this season.

“I believe in a playing philosophy that is very emotional, very
fast and very strong. My teams must play at full throttle and take
it to the limit every single game.  “It is important to have a playing
philosophy that reflects your own mentality, reflects the club and
gives you a clear direction to follow. Tactical of course, but tacti-
cal with a big heart. “Liverpool has extraordinary supporters and
Anfield is a world renowned home, with an incredible atmos-
phere. I want to build a great relationship with these supporters

and give them memories to cherish.” Klopp has been joined at
Liverpool by Zeljko Buvac and Peter Krawietz, his former assis-
tants at Dortmund.  “In Juergen Klopp we have appointed a
world-class manager with a proven track record of winning and
someone who has the personality and charisma to reignite this
football club and take the team forward,” Liverpool chairman
Tom Werner said.  “He is a strong, inspirational leader, who has a
clear philosophy of high energy, attacking football. Critically, he is
also a winner and someone who can connect with and enthuse
our supporters,” Werner added.

BURDEN OF HISTORY
In an impressive first news conference later on Friday, Klopp

told a packed audience at Anfield that he wanted a positive
approach on and off the pitch, to “turn doubters into believers”.

Well aware that Liverpool have not won the league for 25
years, the new man said he did not want history to become a bur-
den and that he was not prepared to promise immediate success.

“History is only the base for us. You can’t carry it in your back-
pack every day. Five or six clubs in the Premier League can win
the league. It’s a problem.”

Looking relaxed after a four-month break, he insisted that
working as part of the club’s much-criticised transfer committee
would not be a problem and that he would have the final say.
British media reports put the value of Klopp’s contract at a basic 5
million pounds ($7.68 million) per year, with bonuses taking that
to a potential 7 million. For that he said, they are getting “a totally
normal guy”.  “It’s not normal club, it’s a special club. I’m the nor-
mal one.” — Reuters

ZURICH:  FIFA president Sepp Blatter appealed against the 90
day ban that forced him out of office, his lawyers confirmed
yesterday, as world football’s sleaze-tainted governing body
headed into months of turmoil over how to find a new leader.

The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) became the latest
regional body to demand an emergency meeting of the FIFA
executive after the suspension of Blatter, UEFA president
Michel Platini and FIFA general secretary Jerome Valcke.

The row over Blatter’s suspension took a fresh twist on
Friday as FIFA’s ethics watchdog rejected the 79-year-old’s
claims he was not allowed to give evidence before he was
banned, saying he was given “all his rights”.

Blatter’s lawyers confirmed they had filed an official appeal
and asked for further hearings with the ethics committee. The
New York Times earlier reported that Blatter had complained
that he only found out about his suspension after it was made
public.  But ethics committee spokesman Andreas Bantel said
Blatter had been given the chance to put his case on October
1. Platini, hit with the same suspension on Thursday, also “had
the very same rights” at an interview on the same day, Bantel
said.

Platini also plans to appeal against his 90-day suspension.
The Frenchman is a leading candidate in FIFA’s presidential
election in February, alongside South Korean tycoon Chung
Mong-Joon who was banned from football activities for six
years in the ethics committee purge.

Blatter, who has led FIFA since 1998, was provisionally
banned by the ethics watchdog as Swiss prosecutors investi-
gate him for criminal mismanagement. The crisis at FIFA has
been building since May, when US authorities announced
charges against 14 officials and sports marketing executives
over bribery allegations amounting to more than $150 million.

Asia’s powerful football chief Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al
Khalifa wrote to acting FIFA president Issa Hayatou calling for
an emergency meeting of the body’s executive committee.

“These are exceptional circumstances and that is why we
need the meeting. Only together will we overcome these diffi-
cult times,” Al Khalifa said, according to a statement from the
AFC. The German and English federations have made similar
calls. A FIFA spokeswoman told AFP Hayatou was expected at
Zurich HQ on Tuesday and would discuss the matter with
committee members. 

Some senior FIFA members have suggested the meeting
could discuss postponing the election to replace Blatter, cur-
rently slated for February 26. Blatter, a 40-year veteran of FIFA,
is still in Zurich, home of the organisation’s headquarters, a
source close to him told AFP.

PLATINI TARNISHED 
A cloud now hangs over Platini, the former French captain

and one of the greatest players of all time, who had presented
himself as the man to clean up FIFA after years of scandal and
graft allegations. The 60-year-old has been named in the
investigation into Blatter because of a $2 million (1.8 million
euro) payment he received in 2011.

He insists the payment was legitimate and slammed the
FIFA ban as “farcical”, pledging to carry on with his bid to lead
the world body. “I reject all the allegations that have been
made against me,” he said, indicating he too intended to
appeal against the ban.

The 54-member UEFA will meet at its Nyon headquarters
next Thursday to discuss the crisis. The suspensions handed
out on Thursday can be renewed for another 45 days when
they run out in January, which would take the exclusion until

just before the FIFA election. Platini said he had still registered
his official papers to be a candidate in the FIFA race. The dead-
line is October 26. Further adding to the turmoil, on Friday the
Swiss authorities approved the extradition to the United
States of British-born businessman Costas Takkas, one of the
officials whose arrest in May ignited the crisis.

Takkas is accused of taking millions of dollars in bribes in
connection with the sale of marketing rights for 2018 and
2022 World Cup qualifiers. Chung, a candidate for the FIFA
presidency along with Platini, said Friday he would sue the
world body for “damaging his reputation” over his ban and
make a formal appeal to the Court of Arbitration for Sport
(CAS). The scion of the Hyundai family was found to have con-
travened rules while lobbying for South Korea’s bid for the
2022 World Cup which was awarded to Qatar in a controver-
sial 2010 vote. — AFP

Klopp promises ‘full throttle’
football at Anfield

Blatter fights ban amid FIFA turmoil

ZURICH: Confederation of African Football (CAF) President and FIFA Senior Vice-President Cameroon’s Issa Hayatou (Left)
delivering a speech next to FIFA President Sepp Blatter during the 65th FIFA Congress in Zurich. African football leader Issa
Hayatou on Thursday took temporary charge of FIFA after Sepp Blatter was “relieved of his duties” because of his 90-day sus-
pension, the world body said. — AFP


