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Winnipeg 6, Boston 2; Ottawa 3, Buffalo 1; Tampa Bay 3, Philadelphia 2
(OT); St. Louis 3, Edmonton 1; Nashville 2, Carolina 1; Dallas 3,
Pittsburgh 0;Minnesota 5, Colorado 4.

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Winnipeg 1 0 0 6 2 2
Dallas 1 0 0 3 0 2
St. Louis 1 0 0 3 1 2
Nashville 1 0 0 2 1 2
Minnesota 1 0 0 5 4 2
Chicago 0 1 0 2 3 0
Colorado 0 1 0 4 5 0

Pacific Division
Vancouver 1 0 0 5 1 2
San Jose 1 0 0 5 1 2
Edmonton 0 1 0 1 3 0
Calgary 0 1 0 1 5 0
Los Angeles 0 1 0 1 5 0
Anaheim 0 0 0 0 0 0
Arizona 0 0 0 0 0 0

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 1 0 0 3 1 2
Ottawa 1 0 0 3 1 2
Tampa Bay 1 0 0 3 2 2
Toronto 0 1 0 1 3 0
Buffalo 0 1 0 1 3 0
Boston 0 1 0 2 6 0
Detroit 0 0 0 0 0 0
Florida 0 0 0 0 0 0

Metropolitan Division
NY Rangers 1 0 0 3 2 2
Philadelphia 0 0 1 2 3 1
Carolina 0 1 0 1 2 0
Pittsburgh 0 1 0 0 3 0
Columbus 0 0 0 0 0 0
New Jersey 0 0 0 0 0 0
NY Islanders 0 0 0 0 0 0
Washington 0 0 0 0 0 0
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings and
are not included in the loss column (L) 

NHL Results/Standings

TAMPA: Ben Bishop #30 of the Tampa Bay Lightning makes a save on Jakub Voracek #93 of the Philadelphia Flyers as
he’s checked by Alex Killorn #17 at the Amalie Arena on Thursday in Tampa, Florida.   — AFP

TAMPA:  Jason Garrison scored his sec-
ond goal of the game in overtime, and
the Tampa Bay Lightning beat the
Philadelphia Flyers 3-2 on Thursday
night. Garrison’s game-winner came on
a breakaway at 2:17 of the extra period,
which featured end-to-end action in the
NHL’s first 3-on-3 OT of the regular sea-
son.

The NHL moved overtime from 4-on-
4 to the new setup this season.  Tampa
Bay’s Ben Bishop faced his second
penalty shot 1:27 into overtime and
made a pad save on Scott Laughton. It

was the first NHL game for Philadelphia
coach Dave Hakstol, who spent the past
11 seasons coaching at the University of
North Dakota. Seven of his teams at
North Dakota reached the NCAA Frozen
Four. Matt Read and Brayden Schenn
scored for the Flyers. R.J. Umberger had
two assists.  The Lightning also got a
goal from Ryan Callahan. Tampa Bay
unveiled its 2015 Eastern Conference
championship banner before the game.
Jonathan Drouin picked up two assists.

After Read beat Bishop from the low
slot at 10:14 of the second, Schenn put

the Flyers up 2-1 with a rebound power-
play goal 1:49 later. Callahan got Tampa
Bay even at 2 on the rebound during a
power play with 1:38 left in the second.

Garrison opened the scoring from
the blue line when his shot through traf-
fic eluded Steve Mason 1:25 into the
second. Mason kept it a one-goal game
less than a minute later by stopping a
breakaway shot by Ondrej Palat.

Flyers captain Claude Giroux had a
penalty shot with 6:13 left in the first,
but sent a soft shot wide of the net after
several stick-handling moves.— AP

Tampa’s defenseman Garrison

makes history with OT goal

LONDON: Northern Ireland qualified for
their first major finals since the 1986
World Cup and Ireland beat world cham-
pions Germany in Dublin on a great night
for Irish soccer on Thursday.

There was also joy in Portugal as the
Euro 2004 hosts booked their place at
Euro 2016 in France. The biggest cheers
in Europe came out of a half-renovated
Windsor Park in Belfast after Northern
Ireland beat 2004 European champions
Greece 3-1 to reach the European
Championship for the first time.

Two goals from skipper Steven Davis
and one from John Magennis sealed the
victory and left coach Michael O’Neill’s
men unbeaten after nine matches at the
top of Group F. Their final game is against
Finland in Helsinki tomorrow.

“It’s an amazing feeling, how the play-
ers played was just outstanding,” O’Neill
told reporters. “It’s a privilege to be here
as their manager, proud to stand here as
their manager.” Davis described it as an

unbelievable evening. “A magnificent
night and we couldn’t have asked for it to
go any better. Listen to that (crowd),
unbelievable,” he said. Ireland sealed one
of their greatest ever results by beating
world champions Germany 1-0 thanks to
a superb angled shot from Shane Long
after 70 minutes to keep their qualifying
hopes alive in Group D.

Germany top the group on 19 points,
followed by Poland and Ireland both on
18. Poland, with Robert Lewandowski
scoring twice, drew 2-2 in Scotland,
which ended Scottish hopes of qualify-
ing, as they are cut adrift on 12.

Portugal sealed their place with a 1-0
victory over Denmark in Braga guaran-
teeing top spot in Group I thanks to Joao
Moutinho’s 66th-minute goal. Albania,
who lost 2-0 at home to two late goals in
a politically-charged match against
Serbia in the same group, could have
qualified for their first ever finals with a
win. But because Denmark have now fin-

ished their programme, and are only a
point ahead, Albania can still claim the
automatic qualifying spot if they win in
Armenia tomorrow.

Armenia, who only have two points,
lost 4-0 to France in a friendly in Nice.
Portugal have 18 points, Denmark 12 and
Albania 11.

Hungary remained in contention to
finish in the top three in Group F with a 2-
1 win over the Faroe Islands thanks to
two late goals from substitute Daniel
Bode, as do Romania, who drew 1-1 with
Finland who are out.

With one match to play Northern
Ireland have 20 points, Romania 17 and
Hungary 16. The top two teams in each
of the nine groups qualify automatically
along with the best-placed third team
and four playoff winners from the
remaining third-placed teams.

Hosts France, Austria, the Czech
Republic, England and Iceland have
already qualified. —Reuters

BARCELONA: Barcelona have given their full backing to Lionel
Messi in the Argentina forward’s tax fraud case and vowed to
fight “external decisions” they say are unfairly targeting the club.

A Spanish court on Thursday ordered Messi and his father
Jorge, who are accused of defrauding the Spanish state of 4.2 mil-
lion euros ($4.76 million) from 2007 to 2009, to stand trial and the
state attorney said Barca’s star player should serve a jail sentence
of up to 22 months if found guilty.

In a statement published late on Thursday, Barca noted the
state attorney’s stance was “the complete opposite” to that of
Spain’s public prosecutor, who has said Lionel Messi should not
have to answer the charges as his father oversaw his finances.

“FC Barcelona has expressed its affection and solidarity to Leo
Messi and his family in such a peculiar situation,” the statement
said. “The club shall continue to offer him and his family its full
support and assistance in the legal, fiscal and administrative
aspects of these proceedings.” Messi is one of several Barca play-
ers, including compatriot Javier Mascherano and Brazil forward
Neymar, who have been targeted by the Spanish authorities in
recent months. All deny wrongdoing.

The club itself was charged last year with tax fraud in the sign-
ing of Neymar from Brazilian club Santos and paid $18.6 million
in what it called a “complementary tax declaration”. They said
they remained “convinced the original tax payment was in line
with their fiscal obligations”.

Barca’s legal problems have come on top of a FIFA ban for
breaking rules on the signing of minors and president Josep
Maria Bartomeu complained last year of what he called a concert-
ed campaign to damage the Spanish and European champions.

He was repeatedly asked who was behind the alleged cam-
paign, including if it might be arch rivals Real Madrid, but he
declined to provide any names. “FC Barcelona condemns the
accumulation of totally inadmissible and external decisions that
have been going on for some time and that have nothing to with
strictly sporting affairs,” Barca said on Thursday. “They are dam-
aging to the smooth running of the club, its stability and that of
the players that form part of it. “The club shall be working with
more determination than ever to defend its legitimate rights and
is ready for any new challenges that might arise.” — Reuters
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