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SYDNEY: The leader of the Sydney mosque attended by a 15-year-
old who killed a police worker has called for an end to violent
extremism, saying yesterday that Muslims who reject Australian val-
ues should leave the country.

Radicalised Farhad Jabar, who shot dead the 58-year-old last
week while reportedly shouting religious slogans before dying in a
gunbattle with police, was a regular at the mosque in the western
multi-cultural Parramatta district. Mosque chairman Neil El-Kadomi
explained to reporters what he had told the faithful at morning
prayers and ahead of a planned evening protest by right-wingers to
close the building down.

“I said you waited long time to come to this country. You should
not abuse the privilege you are Australian, which is very important.

“Get out. We do not need scumbags in the community. “We
reject terrorism.” Kadomi said Muslim youth needed education,
adding that Jabar was too young “to know what he was doing”.

CCTV footage from Parramatta mosque reportedly shows Jabar
meeting several men there on the day of the killing, although police
have not confirmed this. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull also
advised people to leave if Australian values were “unpalatable”. “It is
not compulsory to live in Australia,” he told a press conference urg-
ing Australians not to go down the path of violent extremism. “If you
find Australian values, you know, unpalatable, then there’s a big wide
world out there and people have got freedom of movement.”

‘Call out hatred’ 
Turnbull, who met earlier in the day with figures from the

Muslim community, asked his countrymen to “call out hatred” say-
ing “violent extremism is a challenge to the most fundamental
Australian values”. “The success of our society is founded on mutu-
al respect and we have to recognize that people who preach
hatred, preach extremism, are undermining the success of this
extraordinary country,” he said.

Yesterday also saw the Grand Mufti of Australia, Ibrahim Abu
Mohamed, and other community and religious leaders address the
media amid rising community tensions. Mohamed said violent
religious extremism was a rare but serious issue threatening the
whole community. “Sadly, a very, very small number of Australians
of Muslim faith have chosen this path,” he said.

Police issued a warning ahead of the planned Parramatta
protest called by a far-right group. “Police want to remind any
member of the public against engaging in reprisal actions or incit-
ing violence against any community group or individuals,” a state-
ment said. Canberra is concerned at the prospect of lone-wolf
attacks by individuals inspired by groups such as Islamic State, and
has cracked down on Australians attempting to travel to conflict
zones including Syria and Iraq.

The authorities lifted their terror threat alert to high a year ago,
introduced new national security laws and have conducted several
counter-terrorism raids. In September 2014, Melbourne police
shot dead a “known terror suspect” who stabbed two officers and
in December, Iranian-born self-styled cleric Man Haron Monis and
two hostages were killed following a 17-hour siege at a Sydney
cafe. — AFP 

SYDNEY: Australia is in talks to send refugees who try to
reach its shores illegally to the Philippines, the immigration
minister said yesterday. Australia already has a multi-mil-
lion dollar deal to resettle refugees from an Australia-run
detention camp on the Pacific nation of Nauru to
Cambodia. But so far, only four refugees have taken up the
offer of cash, free health insurance and accommodation to
move from Nauru to the Cambodian capital of Phnom
Penh. That has prompted critics to dub the deal an expen-
sive flop and sent the government looking for another
solution.

Australia refuses to accept any refugees who attempt
to reach its shores by boat. It pays Nauru and Papua New
Guinea, which has a detention center on Manus Island, to
hold them instead. Yesterday, Immigration Minister Peter
Dutton confirmed that the government has been in talks
with several countries, including the Philippines, about
possibly resettling its refugees in those nations. “We have
been very open to discussions for a long period of time

with those partners because we have been very clear
about the fact that people on Nauru and people on Manus
who have sought to come to our country illegally by boat
won’t be settling in Australia,” Dutton told reporters in
Canberra, the nation’s capital. “We have a bilateral
arrangement with Cambodia. If we can strike other
arrangements with other countries, we will do that.”

The Cambodia deal has been widely condemned by
human rights groups, who say the southeast Asian nation
is hardly an ideal home for refugees given its long history
of poverty, corruption and human rights abuses. The
potential for a deal with the Philippines prompted similar
concerns. Dutton was asked what guarantees of safety
Australia could give refugees who resettle in a nation that
is grappling with violent kidnappings and terrorism.

Voluntary basis
“We can provide the same guarantees that we can to

Australians that travel to the Philippines each year, the

expats that live in the Philippines and across Southeast
Asia or other parts of the world,” Dutton replied, adding
that refugees would be resettled there only on a voluntary
basis. Dutton declined to release further details, including
a timeframe for the deal or how many refugees could be
resettled. In Manila, Department of Foreign Affairs
spokesman Charles Jose said without elaborating yester-
day that Australia’s proposal was “under consultation,”
adding that Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario and his
Australian counterpart, Julie Bishop, discussed the matter
among other things on the sidelines of the UN General
Assembly in New York. Ian Rintoul, Sydney-based director
of the Australian advocacy group Refugee Action
Coalition, said the potential deal demonstrates how des-
perate the government has become to find an alternative
to its Cambodia program. He doubts many refugees
would be eager to relocate to the Philippines. “The issues
that are very real in Cambodia are just as real in the
Philippines,” Rintoul said.  —AP

HK University
protests for 

academic freedom
HONG KONG: More than a thousand students, alumni
and teachers joined a protest at Hong Kong University
yesterday evening as anger mounts over political inter-
ference in the city’s education system. Protests have
gathered pace since the appointment of a liberal law
scholar to a senior administrative post at HKU was reject-
ed last week. The university’s council, which has a num-
ber of members seen as pro-Beijing, voted against
Johannes Chan becoming pro-vice chancellor. 

Some members of the council, HKU’s top decision-
making body, are appointed by the city’s unpopular
leader Leung Chun-ying. Chan was a close colleague of
pro-democracy leader Benny Tai, also an academic at
HKU. Tai helped orchestrate last year’s mass pro-democ-
racy protests which brought parts of the semi-
autonomous Chinese city to a standstill.

Protesters yesterday were dressed in black and gath-
ered around a stage set up outside the university library.
Some were wearing t-shirts with the Martin Luther King
quote: “Nothing in the world is more dangerous than
sincere ignorance and conscientious stupidity.” “We
should ask whether the government is trying so hard to
destroy Hong Kong’s tertiary education that it doesn’t
care about the consequences,” education lawmaker Ip
Kin-yuen told reporters. “It’s a threat to Hong Kong as a
whole.”

Wednesday saw 2,000 students, professors and alum-
ni gather at the HKU campus for a silent march. On
Thursday, academic staff from across the city’s universi-
ties and higher education institutions launched a new
group-the Scholars’ Alliance for Academic Freedom
(SAAF). They said it would “pay close attention” to aca-
demic freedoms in Hong Kong and examine any viola-
tions. 

“Academic freedom can only exist through perpetual
awareness, insistence and collective work,” it said in a
statement. “We are aware of the storm and the darkness
that awaits us; we have no choice but to face it head on
and walk against the wind.” Anger was stoked further
yesterday after reports in local media that Leung had
met with HKU vice-chancellor Peter Mathieson in
August and September, ahead of the decisive council
meeting.

Once a British colony, Hong Kong was handed back
to China in 1997 under a deal which guaranteed the
retention of its civil liberties and capitalist lifestyle for 50
years. But teachers report increasing self-censorship
over political issues for fear of losing jobs. In 2012, tens
of thousands marched against “national education”, a
government proposal to introduce Beijing-centric patri-
otic teaching into schools. The plan was dropped.
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SYDNEY: Anti-Muslim protesters hold up placards and shout slogans outside the Parramatta Mosque. — AFP 
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