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KUWAIT: FIA Vice President, FIM deputy
president QMMF president have invited
all concerned international motorsport
stakeholders to support the woman and
focus on the creative aspects in order to
sustain the volume of achievements
instead of the administrative works only.
Qatar (QMMF) is doing serious technical
and administrative preparations to host
the training seminar for women in rally
motor sport, where 18 participating
women are entitled to get this driving
and co-driving training.

Al Attiyah stated that: “We (QMMF)
have the pleasure that Qatar will be the
solid base that supports and sustains
the participation of the woman in
motorsport for the first time, I personally
believe in the woman abilities and skills

to make the creativity in all fields when-
ever they have been granted the chance
to do so. The creativity only needs sup-
port - this support is given as per the
rules and regulations set out by FIA &
FIM, today we find the woman side by
side with the man in all different fields
of life, the history shows that woman
was and still a pioneer in many fields of
life aspects.”

“Once more, I exploit this chance to
confirm that QMMF doors are open for
any female talents and creativities inter-
ested in motorsports” Al Attiyah stated.
On the other side, I recommend all
motorsport clubs and federations to
take serious steps in order to promote
these concepts for more expansion, as
all clubs and federations have to adopt

larger roles in supporting the social, cul-
tural, volunteer and environmental
works.  Before conclusion, I would like to
thank Michele Mouton- President -
Women Motor Sport Commission - FIA,
for her praised efforts, this lady can be
proudly called the successful woman, as
she is considered the pioneer and the
main supporter for the woman in motor
sport, she always seeks the promotion of
the woman role in this field. It’s worth
saying that FIA has chosen 18 women
(driver & co-driver) from 85 candidates
for this course (scheduled: the beginning
of November 2015) the training course
will be hosted by Qatar (QMMF) for 5
days. MENA has got its participation
share portion throughout Yasmeen
Magdy - Jordan & Yara Shalabi —Egypt.

Qatar supporting woman 
in motor sport: Al Attiyah

Pacquiao eyes final
fight, targeting

Mayweather 
DOHA: Filipino boxing legend Manny Pacquiao is in negotia-
tions with Floyd Mayweather and Amir Khan to take him on in
what would probably the final fight of his illustrious career, he
said yesterday. Speaking in Doha, where is visiting the AIBA
World Boxing Championships, Pacquaio said a final decision
on who his last opponent will  be, would be taken by
“November or December”.

The 36-year-old is on the verge of quitting boxing for poli-
tics and is likely to run for a seat in the Philippines’ senate next
May. He also told AFP he would like to be the country’s presi-
dent if it is “God’s will”. Pacquiao confirmed he is in negotia-
tions with Mayweather and Khan but said he had no prefer-
ence about who is opponent will be. “I will fight anybody, any-
where,” he said. “I am going to fight probably before the elec-
tion. “The election is coming next year, May, and before that I
will probably have one fight.”

He added: “We are going to finalize by November or
December.” he fight would take place in March or early April
next year, he said. Pacquiao also told Qatari broadcaster Al
Jazeera that any fight could take place in the Gulf. The Filipino
is in Qatar at the invitation of AIBA’s president, Ching-Kuo Wu,
a personal friend. He arrived yesterday and is expected to
leave today morning. Pacquaio, who lost to Mayweather in his
last fight, said he was free from a shoulder injury and ready to
fight. Earlier yesterday, Taz Khan, the uncle and manager of
British boxer Amir Khan said talks had begun with the
Filipino’s management team, but “at the moment that’s all
there is”.

Amir Khan was keen for the fight to happen, said Taz. “He’s
always up for any fight if it’s on the table, he”l take it.” The
British boxer is expected to visit the championships at the
weekend. Pacquaio also confirmed his political ambitions.
Despite some criticism from inside the Philippines about his
political record so far - he was elected to the country’s House
of Representatives in 2010 — the boxer, an eight-division
world champion, said he was aiming for the top office. Asked
if he wanted to be president, he replied: “Of course, why not?
If that’s my destiny. if that’s God’s plan. Before I started boxing
I never thought I could conquer seven, eight weight divisions,
who knows?” The AIBA World Championships continue until
October 15.—AFP 

SOCHI: Nico Rosberg is heading into this
weekend’s Russian Grand Prix determined
to keep alive his bid for the drivers’ world
title by beating defending two-time cham-
pion and Mercedes team-mate Lewis
Hamilton on a track that may throw up tyre
problems for most teams. The 30-year-old
German, who is 48 points adrift of the Briton
after winning three races, to Hamilton’s
eight, this season said he feels he has
enough positive feelings to draw on to justi-
fy his optimism as he prepares for a keenly-
anticipated contest. “Once I got back from
Japan, I was able to focus on the positive
elements from my weekend in Suzuka,”
Rosberg explained.

“Pole position, the on-track pass on
[Valtteri] Bottas and then having the speed
to undercut [Sebastian] Vettel’s Ferrari at
the second pit-stop...”I’m not backing down
in my fight for the championship and gain-
ing those positions back fair and square
showed that. We have five races to go and,
although the championship gap to Lewis is
quite big, in my mind it’s definitely not over
yet. “The way the whole team has per-
formed this year - from the factories to the
garage - has been just incredible and I have
the car I need to get back to the top step.”

Rosberg’s bright approach may need to
be considered carefully against the possibili-
ty, as expressed by Mercedes executive
director Paddy Lowe, that unexpected
behavior by the team’s tyres could cause
problems in Sunday’s second race on the
hybrid semi-street circuit built in the
Olympic Park created for the 2014 Winter
Games. “This was a tricky weekend last sea-

son, with a new circuit to learn and fresh tar-
mac which produced slightly unusual
behavior from the tyres,” said Lowe. 

“This year we have moved one step soft-
er on the compounds to bring the soft and
supersoft into play - perhaps influenced by
Nico running almost the entire race last year
on a single set of tyres. “One year on, the
track surface will have weathered different-
ly, so we must ensure we have all eventuali-
ties covered...” “Lowe and the Mercedes
team bounced back to form at the Japanese
Grand Prix after a curiously off-target per-
formance in Singapore where Ferrari, and
four-time champion German Sebastian

Vettel, capitalized on their difficulties.
Vettel secured his third win of his maid-

en season with Ferrari and now has 218
points, only 11 fewer than Rosberg on 229,
while Hamilton leads the way with 277. And
Ferrari’s resurgence could make them a
threat again in Russia as they bid to ensure
they retain second in the constructors’
championship behind Mercedes, but ahead
of Williams. The pace of Ferrari and Williams
has left Red Bull struggling in fourth ahead
of Force India as Formula One endures a tor-
rid period of insecurity amid rumours and
speculation about its rocky future ahead and
many teams struggling to survive.— AFP

Motorcycling title
race ‘100 percent

open’: Rossi
MOTEGI: Valentino Rossi said yesterday he expects a “diffi-
cult” Japanese Grand Prix this weekend with rain forecast and
Yamaha teammate Jorge Lorenzo closing in on his champi-
onship lead. The Italian, who has a slender 14-point advan-
tage over Lorenzo, admitted the season was reaching its criti-
cal point with four races remaining. “This championship is
very tough,” said Rossi, seven times world champion in motor-
cycling’s top division, chasing a first title since 2009. “It is still
100 percent open.”

Lorenzo is full of confidence after his stunning victory in
Aragon two weeks ago. The Spaniard has a history of outper-
forming his rivals at Japan’s Twin Ring Motegi circuit, where
he won in 2014, 2013 and 2009 and finished second in 2012
and 2011. Lorenzo sustained a left-arm injury during a recent
practice session and arrived in Japan with his arm in sling but
denied it would be a factor. “Today, I feel very good,” he said.
“Tomorrow, I will feel better.” However, even the slightest
injuries are likely to affect a rider’s performances on the chal-
lenging Motegi track, known for its stop-and-go layout with
hard acceleration and braking points.

The addition of rain showers would likely infuse an extra
layer of complexity into the race. “This track I think is most
demanding for braking,” Rossi said. “But it also has some good
corners. The grip is very good.” Reigning world champion
Marc Marquez on Honda trails the Yamaha duo a distant third
after suffering a string of crashes and injuries, including a bro-
ken bone in his left hand that forced him to undergo surgery
last week. Although his hopes of successfully defending the
championship are fast evaporating, Marquez pledged to finish
the season on a positive note. “Now we need to manage well
and try to finish the last four races... and try to finish the sea-
son in a good way,” he said.— AFP 

Rosberg remains defiant in title bid

Mercedes driver Nico Rosberg of Germany


