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BEIJING: Novak Djokovic emphatically ended
home hopes at the China Open yesterday as
he beat Zhang Ze to reach the quarter-finals
with his 26th straight win at the tournament.
The world number one, unbeaten in five
appearances in Beijing, had no room for senti-
ment for Beijing fans as he won 6-2, 6-1 in just
55 minutes on a bright, chilly day. Wildcard
Zhang, China’s number one but ranked 219th
in the world, could not contend with the pow-
er and precision of Djokovic’s ground strokes
as he was broken immediately and soon yield-
ed the first set.

The result was never in doubt and
Djokovic converted his first match point with
a dismissive backhand volley as Zhang strug-
gled at the back of the court. With 26 wins
and no defeats, Djokovic joins Jimmy Connors
in second place on the list of unbeaten starts
to a tournament, behind only Rafael Nadal’s
31 at the French Open. But the day’s most his-
toric achievement came from Ivo Karlovic,
who broke Goran Ivanisevic’s record for
career aces as he went down to Uruguay’s
Pablo Cuevas. The 6ft 11ins (2.11m) Karlovic
hammered 26 aces in his 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (9/7)
defeat, reaching a career total of 10,247 and
surpassing compatriot Ivanisevic’s 10,237
along the way.

The record was consolation for Karlovic
after his loss to 37th-ranked Cuevas, who is
enjoying a dream run in Beijing after he beat
world number five Tomas Berdych in the first
round. The thunderous serve of Karlovic, 36,
also yielded 45 aces in this year’s quarter-final
victory over Berdych in Halle-the most record-
ed in a three-set match. In the women’s draw,
last month’s US Open finalists both suffered
upsets with New York winner Flavia Pennetta,
who will retire at the end of the season, going
out 3-6, 6-4, 6-3 to Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova.
Pennetta’s defeat came after fellow Italian
Roberta Vinci was beaten 6-1, 3-6, 6-2 by
Bethanie Mattek-Sands, in yet another sur-
prise at the unpredictable Beijing tourna-
ment.— AFP 

BEIJING: Novak Djokovic of Serbia hits a return against Zhang Ze of China during their men’s singles second round match at the China
Open tennis tournament in Beijing yesterday. — AFP 

Djokovic ends Chinese hopes in less than an hour

TOKYO: Marin Cilic produced a masterclass yesterday
as he overpowered American Steve Johnson 6-3, 6-3
to set up a Japan Open quarter-final against defend-
ing champion Kei Nishikori. Meanwhile, tennis bad
boy Nick Kyrgios brutalised Spain’s Roberto Bautista
Agut, the muscular Australian taking less than an hour
to complete a 6-4, 6-2 second-round victory in Tokyo
with some equally strong-arm tactics.

Sixth seed Cilic beat the Japanese superstar in last
year’s US Open final and the Croatian-who also
reached the semi-finals in New York last month-
showed enough against Johnson to suggest Nishikori
will face a severe test today. Johnson had no answer
to the power and guile of the street-wise Cilic, who
clinched the first set with a cleverly disguised chip-
and-charge that forced his tormented opponent into a
panicked forehand he got horribly wrong.

An exquisite lob earned Cilic a break at the start of
the second and such was Johnson’s frustration he
slammed a ball out of the waterside arena to pick up a
code violation. His mood darkened as Cilic caught fire,
ending with a flurry of passings shots, capped by a
thunderous forehand on match point to wrap up vic-
tory in just 73 minutes. “It will be very special to play
Kei in Tokyo for the first time,” said Cilic, who is chas-
ing a first title of the year and the 14th of his career.
“We played a close match in Washington earlier this
year and Kei won that one, so I’m looking forward to
tomorrow. I just hope I can play as well as I did today.”

‘Problem child?’
Kyrgios has been introduced by the local Japanese

cable broadcaster showing the Japan Open this week
as: “Genius? Or problem child?” But despite the con-
troversy that follows the temperamental Aussie
around the men’s ATP Tour, he behaved impeccably
against Bautista Agut, the highlight a between-the-
legs half volley to secure a break at the start of the sec-
ond set. Kyrgios, fined recently for a sexual insult
aimed at Stan Wawrinka’s girlfriend during a match
against the Swiss, closed out the match with a pum-
meling serve down the middle after just 56 minutes
on court. “I don’t want to get too far ahead of myself,”
said the Australian when asked about the possibility of
capturing his first title. “Obviously you’ve got guys like
Stan and Kei who have been in grand slam finals and
can play unbelievable tennis.

“I feel like I’m one of the underdogs,” added
Kyrgios, who faces Frenchman Benoit Paire - 6-3, 2-6,
7-5 conqueror of Cyprus’s Marcos Baghdatis-in the
quarters. “But I definitely feel like I’m maturing.
Whatever happens, happens.” Top seed Wawrinka is
not scheduled to face Kyrgios until the final in Tokyo
in what would make for a spicy encounter. He and
Nishikori both had the day off after booking their
places in the quarter-finals on Wednesday. Wawrinka,
the French Open champion, will play American Austin
Krajicek in the last eight after he beat Portugal’s Joao
Sousa (POR) 2-6, 6-4, 6-3.—AFP 

Spectre of Cilic looms 
for Nishikori in Tokyo INCHEON: Maybe one fewer match really did help the International team in this

Presidents Cup. Otherwise, the deficit might have been even worse. The
Americans put red on the board yesterday, and it stayed there all day at the Jack
Nicklaus Golf Club Korea in an opening session they dominated to build a 4-1
lead. In the only match that reached the 18th hole, Phil Mickelson hammered his
best drive of the day that set up Zach Johnson to hit a 7-iron into the par-5 18th
hole in what turned out to be a 2-up victory over Jason Day and Steven Bowditch.

It was the fifth straight time the Americans have won the opening session, and
it was their largest margin since a four-point lead after the first round in 2007. “It’s
tough when you go out there and you see the first three or four holes, all the red
and we’re done in matches,” International captain Nick Price said. “You just try
and do your best, that’s all. That’s all I’m doing now is I’m talking to my team and
I’m saying to the guys, ‘Don’t get down. It’s early days.’ I’m certainly not despon-
dent about the whole thing. We’re not in the situation we’d like to be after the
first round, but there’s an awful lot of golf to play.”

The Americans are going for their sixth straight victory, and after one day,
there was a familiar feel to the event. The International team demanded a reduc-
tion in the number of matches, and in a compromise, the Presidents Cup now has
30 matches instead of 34. That’s one fewer match for each session, and after
watching the Americans pour in 22 birdies, it was hard not to imagine the lead
being even larger with an extra match. Louis Oosthuizen and Branden Grace of
South Africa provided the lone point for the International team with a 3-and-2 win
over Matt Kuchar and Patrick Reed. It was the first win for Grace, who went 0-4
two years ago at Muirfield Village in Ohio.

“I know we’re behind,” Grace said. “But one point is better than none.” So dom-
inant were the Americans that they had a lead after the second hole of every
match, and they only trailed in the one match they didn’t win. Rickie Fowler and
Jimmy Walker, who halved all three of their team matches at the Ryder Cup last
year, delivered the first point with the shortest match of the day, 5 and 4, over
Anirban Lahiri of India and Thongchai Jaidee of Thailand. Jordan Spieth, the No 1
player in the world, and Dustin Johnson proved as formidable as advertised in a 4-
and-3 win over New Zealand’s Danny Lee and Australia’s Marc Leishman. —AP 

Americans jump out to 
lead in Presidents Cup


