
SRINAGAR: Militants have killed one of
Indian Kashmir’s most senior police offi-
cers, credited with hundreds of success-
ful anti-insurgency operations in the
restive region, police said yesterday.
Gunmen opened fire on sub-inspector
Mohammad Altaf during a covert opera-
tion against a top rebel in Kashmir’s
northern Bandipore area on Wednesday
and he later died in hospital, officers said.

Altaf was attempting to find a top
commander from the Lashkar-e-Taiba

group, who carries a bounty of two mil-
lion Indian rupees ($31,000), when the
shooting occurred, according to a police
officer. Altaf, a decorated officer with 15
years of service, was known for using
communications surveillance to track
militants operating in the region.

K Rajendra Kumar, the director gener-
al of Kashmir’s police, described Altaf’s
death as an “irreparable loss”. “Today we
lost one of our most outstanding officers
in counter-insurgency... My salute to the

martyr,” he said in a statement. Another
top police officer paid tribute to his com-
rade, describing him as “the best among
us, a hero”. “He single-handedly finished
off the top leadership of the Hizbul
Mujahideen during a decade of meticu-
lous work,” the officer told AFP on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Hizbul Mujahideen is the largest of
several rebel groups that have been
battling hundreds of thousands of
Indian forces deployed in the region for

decades, fighting for the territory to be
given independence or made part of
Pakistan. The fighting has left tens of
thousands dead, mostly civilians. Altaf
and his team were attacked in their car
by suspected rebels, who approached
in a vehicle behind them and opened
fire, the officer said. Kashmir has been
divided between India and Pakistan
since the end of British colonial rule in
1947 but both claim the territory in its
entirety. — AFP 

Kashmir rebels kill anti-terror officer

KABUL: General Director of Doctors Without Borders, or Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF), Christopher Stokes
(right) and Country Representative for MSF in Afghanistan Guilhem Molinie speak during a press conference at
the MSF office. — AFP 
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KABUL: A day after President Barack Obama
apologized for a tragic US airstrike that killed
at least 22 people at a hospital run by Doctors
Without Borders in northern Afghanistan, the
medical charity said yesterday it is continuing
to press its demand for an independent inves-
tigation of the incident.

The Oct 3 airstrike took place as Afghan
forces were fighting to retake the strategic
northern city of Kunduz, which was overrun
and briefly held last week by the Taleban. The
insurgents, who have been massing around
the city for months, launched a multi-pronged
attack that took authorities by surprise.
Obama on Wednesday apologized to the
organization and said the US would examine
military procedures to look for better ways to
prevent such incidents. But scarce details on
the erroneous strike have only fueled growing
condemnation by MSF, as the charity is
known under its French acronym, and other
aid groups. Along with a dozen hospital
staffers, 10 patients were also killed. The
airstrike will likely complicate delicate US
efforts in Afghanistan.

Speaking to reporters yesterday in Kabul,
MSF’s general director, Christopher Stokes,
reiterated the group’s demand for the probe,
saying it would be important and a precedent
for non-government organizations working in

conflict zones worldwide. Stokes said MSF
wanted the International Humanitarian Fact-
Finding Commission “to get the facts of what
happened, the truth.”

Protecting noncombatants
The IHFFC is based in the Swiss capital,

Bern. It is made up of diplomats, legal experts,
doctors and some former military officials
from nine European countries, including
Britain and Russia.  Created after the Gulf War
in 1991, the commission has never deployed a
fact-finding mission. MSF, a Nobel Peace
Prize-winning organization that provides
medical aid in conflict zones, is awaiting
responses to letters it sent Tuesday to 76
countries that signed Article 90 of the addi-
tional protocol to the Geneva Conventions,
seeking to mobilize the 15-member commis-
sion. The Conventions lay out rules on con-
duct in armed conflict, mostly on protecting
noncombatants.

For the commission to be mobilized, a sin-
gle country would have to call for the fact-
finding mission, and the US and Afghanistan -
which are not signatories - must also give
their consent. MSF says it has had no response
yet from any country. “It would show a dis-
tinct lack of courage if none of the 76 signato-
ries come forward,” Stokes said.

The MSF hospital in Kunduz is no longer
operational, which has put severe burden on
the city, MSF and Afghan officials have said.
Of the 105 patients who were in the hospital
at the time of the bombing, nine have yet to
be accounted for; and of a total of 461 staff, 24
are still missing, said Guilhem Molinie, MSF’s
representative in Afghanistan.

The organization expects there are still 24
bodies in the debris of the building that was
bombed, he added. Three children who were
among the 10 patients who perished were
members of the same family, admitted the
night before the bombing after their car came
under fire, Molinie said. Government forces
continued to battle yesterday to clear insur-
gents from Kunduz areas.  Humanitarian sup-
plies were still not reaching the city in ade-
quate quantities, according to Sayed Sarwar
Hussaini, a provincial police spokesman.
Police were helping with some food distribu-
tion, he added.

Some roads into Kunduz have reopened
but the Taleban have been hijacking trucks
delivering food and medicines, said civil socie-
ty activist Zabihullah Majidi. He said medi-
cines purchased with money raised by civil
society groups have been destroyed by
Taleban on the road from Balkh province,
while 150 cartons had made it through. — AP 

After Obama apology, medical
charity presses probe request
Important for NGOs working in conflict zones 

Lawmaker attacked 
as beef row grows

SRINAGAR: Lawmakers from Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
party tried to assault an opposition member in a state parlia-
ment yesterday over eating beef, as debate rages in India over
intolerance of religious minorities. Television footage showed
several Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) legisla-
tors, who consider cows sacred, pushing and shoving Abdul
Rashid, a Muslim, in the Jammu and Kashmir state assembly
for holding a provocative “beef party”.

“No amount of condemnation can be enough for what
happened today,” opposition leader Omar Abdullah told
reporters outside the assembly in the northern region’s main
city of Srinagar. “Trying to beat up a member, this is the first
time I have ever seen something like this in any house,”
Abdullah, whose party walked out of the chamber over the
attack. “Do I assault everyone who eats pork or alcohol?”
Rashid served beef kebabs at the “party” this week in protest
against a ban on killing and eating cows in India’s only
Muslim-majority state. The issue ignited in the region after a
top court last month ordered the long-standing but little
enforced prohibition be strictly implemented.

The attack comes as a wider debate rages in Hindu-majori-
ty India over hardliners’ intolerance of Muslims and other reli-
gious minorities, many of whom eat beef as a source of pro-
tein. Late last month, a mob beat a Muslim man to death in
Uttar Pradesh state over rumors that he had eaten beef. The
man was dragged from his home and attacked while his 22-
year-old son was also severely injured.  Modi, a staunch Hindu
nationalist, is under growing pressure to condemn that attack
and defuse the growing row, amid accusations that his silence
so far is only emboldening hardliners, including those from his
own party. Modi’s government wants a nationwide ban on the
slaughter of cows, which is prohibited in only some states. 

India is the world’s biggest exporter of buffalo meat, an
industry mainly run by Muslims. President Pranab Mukherjee
on Wednesday called for officially secular India’s tradition of
tolerance to be upheld, in what was seen as an attempt to
calm raging anger over the issue.  Rashid told AFP that about
10 to 14 BJP members “just pounced on me as soon as I
entered the house”, saying he had feared for his life.  Footage
showed legislators rounding on Rashid, trying to hit him as
others held them back. — AFP 

SRINAGAR: Engineer Rashid Ahmed, a Jammu and
Kashmir state lawmaker, shouts as he protests inside
the state legislature house. — AP 
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