
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2015
l if e st yle

M u s i c  &  M o v i e s

Yoga is serving as inspiration for Christina Aguilera’s
upcoming album. The pop star says that the physical
and mental exercise is helping her find inner peace, and

that’s influencing her music-making process. “Taking a love for
yoga and breathing ... not looking at it as an exercise, but just
feeling more one with the Earth and everyone being connect-
ed, it’ll definitely have a reflection on the new record,” Aguilera
said in a recent interview.

She has “loosely been working on my record for a couple
years now,” even when she was pregnant with her daughter,
who is 1. And now, “it’s like really down to business and I’ve
made a lot of headway and progress on the record, and you
will see sort of the difference between this record and others
in the past.” Aguilera, 34, said she wants to release a new
album next year. It would be the follow-up to 2012’s “Lotus.” “I
am hoping for it to be next year and maybe around the time ...
I return for (live episodes of ) ‘The Voice’ season 10,” she said.

This month she is pre-taping the beginning of season 10 of
NBC’s “The Voice,” which will air next year. Season nine, with
Gwen Stefani in Aguilera’s chair, premiered last month. The
Grammy winner said because two seasons of the show tape
simultaneously, she has had to take breaks from the Emmy-
winning series. “I absolutely need those breaks,” she said,
laughing. “I will wholeheartedly, openly be honest about it
and just say that. I think it’s a little easier for Blake (Shelton)
and Adam (Levine) - the show has definitely catapulted their
careers to new heights and it’s awesome - but they’re not par-
ents yet. ...I love being a mom and I think life is all about bal-
ance and to me it’s really important to take time off from the
show.”

“It also keeps things fresh,” she continued. “They pump it
out twice a year so for me personally, I feel like I’m better at
my position on the show and being a coach to people if I’m
not juggling two teams at once while one season is being pre-

taped and the other’s airing ... which is what ends up happen-
ing.” Aguilera says she’s been keeping her big voice intact in
between albums and tours, and she’s learned to care less
about being a technical singer and has learned to develop a
“signature style.”

“Maybe when I was younger and very green ... to the
business and just wanting to emulate my idols, I would try
probably harder to cross T’s and dot I’s and hit certain
notes,” she said. “But music is such an emotion to me and
it’s so felt from the heart, that at this point in my life it’s
really not about the image of a great singer, but the emo-
tion of a great singer.” — AP
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Arlington, Texas. — AP

Country stars Miranda Lambert and the late Johnny Cash,
along with famed blues musician Steve Cropper, were
honored Tuesday for helping to build Music City’s repu-

tation as a home for artists of any genre. The three musicians,
along with Gaylord Entertainment business executive E.W.
“Bud” Wendell, were given stars on the Music City Walk of
Fame in downtown Nashville, Tennessee.

Lambert, a two-time Grammy winner originally from Texas,
said she first came to Nashville a decade ago as a contestant
on the talent show “Nashville Star,” but has spent the better
part of her career on the road. When she finally took some
time off of touring and moved back to Nashville, she said she
felt like it was home. “I have never felt more inspired,” Lambert
said. “It was my first summer kind of off the road and I have
never felt more ready to make music and learn from music
and learn from musicians and songwriters.”

Cropper got his start at Stax Records, in Memphis,
Tennessee, as a guitarist with Booker T and the M.G.s, The Mar-
Keys and later as a member of the Blues Brothers with John
Belushi and Dan Aykroyd. But he was drawn by country and
studio musicians, including Chet Atkins and Hank Garland,
and moved about 30 years ago to Nashville, where he also has
a studio. “I have always said that Nashville has some of the
greatest musicians that have ever walked on the Earth, peri-
od,” Cropper said. Cash’s youngest brother, Tommy Cash,
accepted the honor on his brother’s behalf. Wendell, an execu-
tive who helped to grow the Grand Ole Opry and Gaylord
Entertainment, also was inducted.  — AP

Tommy Cash, brother of the late singer Johnny Cash kneels by his brother’s star. Steve Cropper poses by his star at an induction ceremony for the Music City Walk of Fame
at Walk of Fame Park. — AP photos
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Lopez to host the
2015 American
Music Awards

Jennifer Lopez is taking on hosting duties at next
month’s American Music Awards. Producers say
Lopez will host and perform at the Nov. 22 show, to

air live on ABC from the Microsoft Theater in Los
Angeles. This will be her first time hosting an awards
show. Dick clark productions said yesterday the 46-year-
old entertainer will also perform material from her
upcoming Las Vegas residency at Planet Hollywood
Resort & Casino.

Singers Joe Jonas and Charlie Puth are set to
announce AMA nominees on Oct 13. Nominees are cho-
sen based on album sales, radio airplay, touring and
social media. The show recognizes artists with fan-voted
awards in such categories as pop/rock, rap/hip-hop,
country, Latin and adult contemporary. —  AP

File photo shows Jennifer Lopez performing on
stage at Morocco’s biggest music Mawazine Festival
in Rabat, Morocco. — AP

Julio Iglesias says will
no longer perform 
in Trump casinos

Spanish singing legend Julio Iglesias says he will no
longer perform in casinos belonging to US presidential
hopeful Donald Trump because of his anti-immigrant

comments, in an interview published yesterday. “I have sung
many times in his casinos, but I won’t do it again. He seems to
be an****,” he told Barcelona-based daily newspaper La
Vanguardia. “He thinks he can fix the world forgetting what
immigrants have done for his country. He is a clown! And my
apologies to clowns.”

Real estate mogul and Republican presidential candidate
Trump said in a speech June 16 that some Mexican immi-
grants bring drugs and crime to the United States, and some
are rapists. He has also called for the mass deportation of ille-
gal immigrants. Various organizations have severed their ties
with Trump over the comments, including Spanish-American
celebrity chef Jose Andres who backed out of plans to open a
flagship restaurant in a new hotel under construction by the
mogul.

Trump’s inflammatory rhetoric has alienated Latino voters.
He is viewed unfavorably by 82 percent of Hispanics, with just
15 percent viewing him favorably, according to a Washington
Post/ABC News poll released last month. Famous for his
romantic ballads and love life that has garnered tabloid head-
lines, Iglesias, 72, is Latin music’s top-selling artist, with 300
million albums sold in his decades-long career. His latest
album “Mexico” features 12 songs with a Mexican flavor and
pays tribute to the country’s great songwriters. — AFP

Although he wrote the classic Americana songbook, it took
John Fogerty more than 30 years to come to terms with the
realization he really was one of rock music’s fortunate sons.

For one incredible 12-month run, this blue-collar kid from a San
Francisco suburb had been the leader of a band that reshaped pop-
ular music. In 1969 Creedence Clearwater Revival sold more records
and had more hit songs - including classics like “Proud Mary,” “Lodi,”
“Green River” and “Bad Moon Rising” - than even the Beatles.

Then three years later, it was over. The biggest band in the
world had imploded in one of the most acrimonious splits of all
time, one followed by decades of lawsuits and angry allegations.
Even though Fogerty would go on to a successful solo career, he
says now that it was a split so intense that it sent him into depres-
sion-driven drinking binges that lasted for days. “Which is a stink-
ing way to live,” he adds with a shy smile as he sits in the barn of a
friend’s house in Topanga, the wooded arts colony nestled in
coastal canyons between Santa Monica and Malibu. Dressed in
his trademark plaid flannel shirt, jeans and boots, Fogerty sat
down on a scorching fall day to talk about his just-released mem-
oir, “Fortunate Son: My Life, My Music,” which he hopes will set
the record straight about the band’s estrangement.

Surviving members
He recalls how just asking him about the possibility of a

Creedence reunion used to send him into a towering rage. “I’d go,
“ARRRGH, I WILL NEVER ...,” he screams as he throws his hands up
in mock anger. Then he laughs and shakes his head, adding he’s
finally let those feelings go. “So to answer your question,” he says
with a smile, “I don’t know. Maybe.” But he doubts it, and so do
Creedence’s other surviving members. “Things are too broken,”
says drummer Doug Clifford, who tours these days with bassist
Stu Cook under the name Creedence Clearwater Revisited. Cook
chuckles when he says, “I think it would be a milestone if we
could just sit down and have a beer.”

Although Fogerty reminisces fondly at times about the early
days of a group founded by his late brother, Tom, and the two
friends he’d known since junior high school, he says things fell
apart when the others came to believe they were equal to the
Beatles in talent. But while the Beatles had three great songwrit-
ers, two great singers and four members with outsized personali-
ties, he says, Creedence had only him. He wrote all the songs that
became hits, he says, because no one else could. He sang all the
leads in that instantly recognizable tenor for the same reason,
and he arranged the band’s unique, fuzz-guitar-driven sound he
calls “swamp rock” because that was his vision.

While Clifford and Cook don’t disagree with that assessment,
they say it was Fogerty’s unwillingness to let them have any say
in anything that finally destroyed Creedence. “The songwriting
he gets an A-plus for,” Clifford says in a phone interview. “But
when it comes to his shift to management, he gets an F-minus.”
After the band disintegrated, Fogerty turned to solo work, re-
establishing his brilliance as a songwriter with “Centerfield,” a
song that’s played at Major League Baseball games all over the
country.

Publishing rights
But another hit song, “The Old Man Down the Road,” prompt-

ed his former record label, Fantasy, to sue, claiming he’d copied it
from the Creedence hit “Run Through the Jungle,” which he also
wrote. Although Fogerty prevailed in court, the experience left
him so angry that for years he wouldn’t perform any Creedence
songs because Fantasy owned the publishing rights. Meanwhile,
his output of new material dried up as he drank heavily. He went
11 years between recordings until “Blue Moon Swamp” won the
Grammy for best rock album in 1997.

He credits his second wife, Julie, and their children with put-
ting him on the path to both sobriety and musical harmony,
while inspiring him to sing his old songs again and write new
ones. These days, the 70-year-old Fogerty awakens at 4 o’clock
most mornings to work on music before taking his daughter,
Kelsy, to school. Sons Tyler and Shane play in his band, and with
the book done, he’s looking to record a new album. Asked how
he feels knowing that, despite all the travails, those old albums
made him a legend, he nearly falls out of his chair laughing. “In all
sincerity, I don’t walk around feeling like that guy,” he says. After
some thought, he adds: “That guy who gets to go out and play
those songs live, that part I’m very grateful for.”—AP

John Fogerty on ups, downs, becoming music’s fortunate son

Musician John Fogerty poses for a portrait during an
interview about his new memoir ‘Fortunate Son: My
Life, My Music,’ in Topanga, Calif. — AP

They gave peace a chance,
but broke no world record

About 2,000 people turned out in New York’s Central Park
Tuesday to mark John Lennon’s birthday-and to try to set a
world record for the longest human chain in the shape of a

peace sign. People of all ages-entire families and even some chil-
dren-joined Lennon’s widow, Yoko Ono, to celebrate just shy of what
would have been his 75th birthday. Some who attended waved
signs that said “No war in Syria,” and “Make love, not war.”

But the record was not in the offing. “Unfortunately this morning’s
record attempt for the largest human peace sign was unsuccessful,” a
statement from the book’s publisher said. “While over 2,000 individu-
als participated, they did fall short of meeting the 5,000 person mini-
mum requirement to set the record.” Former Beatle John Lennon was
born in October 9, 1940 in Liverpool. He was shot dead in Central
Park on December 8, 1980. — AFP A crowd gathered in Central Park to form a human peace sign to remember John Lennon and attempt a

Guinness world record, raises their hands in a peace sign gesture. — AP
Julio Iglesias


