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SOCHI: Mercedes can celebrate their sec-
ond successive Formula One constructors’
title in Russia on Sunday but Niki Lauda
fears they could be forced to wait.

Mercedes chalked up a dominant one-
two in Japan last month, with Lewis
Hamilton leading home Nico Rosberg, after
being strangely eclipsed on the slow and
twisty Singapore street circuit.

They need to score just three points
more than Ferrari in Sochi to retain the title
they won at the inaugural Russian race last
year with a one-two flourish.

But Lauda, the retired triple world cham-
pion who is now non-executive chairman of
the Mercedes team, feared Sunday could be
more like Singapore than Suzuka.

“We have to say thank God we came out
of the Singapore trauma and we are back,”
he said after the team’s normal perform-

ance returned in Japan. “My worry is that
the next race is Sochi which is a Singapore-
type of asphalt, so it’s not done and not
that easy.

“We have to work hard and stay compet-
itive and then we are looking good. But you
only look good when it’s done,” added the
Austrian. Mercedes have a lead of 169
points over Ferrari with five races remain-
ing, and a maximum of 172 will be still up
for grabs after Sunday.

NOTHING DECIDED
Hamilton has a 48-point advantage over

Rosberg in the driver’s championship, so
nothing can be decided there yet. He made
his mark on Sochi last year by lapping
fastest in all three practice sessions, taking
pole position and leading from lights to
chequered flag.

That means the Briton is still the only
driver to have led a lap at the circuit wind-
ing its way around some of the 2014 Winter
Olympic venues.

“It was great to win the first race for
Formula One in Russia and a fantastic
moment for the team to take the title there
last time out,” said Hamilton, winner of eight
races so far this season.

“Fingers crossed we can add to those
great memories again this weekend-I’ll be
pushing as hard as I can to make that hap-
pen.”

Rosberg has all the statistics against him,
given that no driver has ever failed to take
the title with such an advantage and so
many wins as Hamilton, but he has vowed
to push as hard as ever.

“I’m not backing down in my fight for the
championship,” said the German. “We have

five races to go and, although the champi-
onship gap to Lewis is quite big, in my mind
it’s definitely not over yet.”

Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel, the winner in
Singapore, will be hoping to postpone
Mercedes’ title celebrations but the local
crowd will be hoping Red Bull’s Daniil Kvyat
can also put himself in the mix after finish-
ing second in Hungary in July.

Red Bull have been making more head-
lines off the track than on it this season,
thanks to increasing concern about their
2016 engine supply and fears the team
could quit altogether, but Kvyat and Daniel
Ricciardo have both been on the podium.
“The atmosphere last year was fantastic,
there were so many fans giving me support.
It really feels awesome to be there,” said the
Russian. “I’m happy to have the attention, it
gives you a bit of a lift.” —Reuters

Problems mount for 

humiliated England

LONDON:  An admission that Danny Cipriani and
coach Mike Catt had a blazing row and reports that
players wil l  not contribute to a post mor tem
enquiry further damaged the England rugby team’s
image yesterday. However, the need for a lengthy
raking over the carcass of England’s desperate
World Cup campaign which saw them lose to Wales
and Australia on their home ground Twickenham
has been dismissed by both former assistant coach
Mike Ford and World Cup winning centre Mike
Tindall.

Ian Ritchie, chief executive of the Rugby Football
Union (RFU) and whose own future is at risk given
his decision last October to offer coach Stuart
Lancaster a contract till 2020, has said there will be
no immediate consequences until a detailed analy-
sis has been done on how England became the first
World Cup hosts to fail  to reach the knockout
stages.

The trouble is  that according to the Daily
Telegraph the players are reluctant to make their
opinions known as a similar exercise following the
2011 World Cup, which was a disaster on and off the
pitch and cost Martin Johnson his job as coach, saw
several of their statements made public when they
had been promised they would be confidential.

“There is likely to be some critical feedback but I
am not sure many of them will trust that it will be
an anonymous survey,” a source close to the squad
told the Telegraph.

“So I think they will be guarded in what they say
or just not take part.” Some like veteran back row
forward James Haskell have said they will con-
tribute but the 30-year-old has a lot less to lose
than the younger members of the squad as his Test
career is drawing to a close.

Ford, who is head coach of Bath and has said he
does not wish to be considered for the England
coaching role if it becomes vacant, was unequivocal
when asked did he think there should be a lengthy
inquest.

Among the many things likely to be up for dis-
cussion will be the controversial selection of rugby
league convert Sam Burgess.

He plays for Ford at Bath but in the back row and
not at centre where Lancaster put him at the
expense of Luther Burrell, whose omission from the
squad sowed seeds of discontent according to
reports. Divisions in the camp were also firmly
denied on Wednesday by the RFU over the volatile
Cipriani’s bust-up on the training ground with Catt-
hours after he was told he would not be in the
squad. One report had suggested the fracas had all
but sparked a mutiny and Lancaster had ordered
the players not to speak about it publicly. —AFP

Lewis Hammilton in action in this file photo.

Lauda wary as Mercedes 

eye F1 title at Russia GP

LONDON: Fiji and Romania record-
ed their first victories of the World
Cup on Tuesday as teams began to
bid farewell to the tournament and
those remaining prepared for a
weekend that will decide the quar-

ter-final line-ups.
Hosts England rang the changes

for their final game, a dead rubber
against Uruguay, and the debate
over Stuart Lancaster’s future con-
tinued with another seasoned

coach stating his interest in a role
that has yet to become available.

The final three last-eight berths
will begin to be filled from
Wednesday with South Africa
expected to confirm their spot
when they take on the United
States.

England’s executioners Australia
were dealt a blow ahead of their
Pool A decider with Wales and
hopes of an easier path to the last
four when flanker Michael Hooper
was banned for a week and Israel
Folau deemed a doubt with an
ankle injury.

“We have got a squad of 31 and
that’s the reason you have a squad
of 31,” attack coach Stephen
Larkham said ahead of the game in
which the losers are likely to face
twice world champions South Africa
in the quarters.

Fiji played their final part in Pool
A-the group of death by running in
seven tries in a 47-15 win over
Uruguay who grabbed their first try
of the tournament.

The biggest cheer and wildest cel-
ebrations of the night came when
Carlos Arboleya, 12 years after
Uruguay coach Pablo Lemoine
scored their last World Cup try,
crashed over the line to be mobbed
by all 22 Uruguayan squad members.

COMEBACK WIN
In the day’s other game, Florin

Vlaicu nervelessly slotted a penalty
three minutes from time to lift
Romania to the biggest ever come-
back win at a World Cup with a 17-
15 Pool D victory over Canada.

Romania, who have one final
match against Italy on Sunday,
trailed 15-0 early in the second half

until their pack began to smash the
Canucks, setting up a grandstand
finish in which Vlaicu duly deliv-
ered.

“I don’t think it was ever in
doubt really, was it?” Romania’s
Welsh coach Lynn Howells told
reporters with a smile. “They’ll have
a beer, but it’s not going to be to
any great extent... Semi-final won,
now we play the final,” Howells said,
referring to the Italy match in
which an upset would seal auto-
matic qualification for the 2019
World Cup.

For hosts England, coach
Lancaster attempted to look to a
future in which he may play no part
by handing Jack Nowell and Henry
Slade their first World Cup starts
among nine changes to the side
that got dumped out of the tourna-
ment.

While the English coach was
determined that his team stay posi-
tive and block out the “huge” noise
on the outside, World Cup-winning
South African Jake White joined the
line formed by Japan coach Eddie
Jones to potentially replace
Lancaster.

RFU Chief Executive Ian Ritchie
said there would be no knee-jerk
decisions over Lancaster’s future
but White, who led South Africa to
their second World Cup triumph in
2007, is among the bookmaker’s
favourites for the job.

“If they were genuinely interest-
ed and they approached me, of
course I would be interested. It’s
one of the biggest jobs in world
sport and you’d be crazy not to
consider it,” said the 52-year-old,
who is currently at French club
Montpellier. —Reuters

MELBOURNE: Cricket greats Shane Warne of
Australia and Sachin Tendulkar of India will captain
opposing teams of former star players in a three-
match exhibition tour of the United States next
month. The Cricket All Stars tour will feature short-
format Twenty20 matches in New York, Houston
and Los Angeles starting Nov. 7 at Citi Field, home
to Major League Baseball’s New York Mets.

Also playing on the tour are former test cap-
tains Ricky Ponting of Australia, the West Indies’
Brian Lara, Wasim Akram of Pakistan and England’s
Michael Vaughan, as well as South African Jonty
Rhodes and cricket’s record wicket-taker Muttiah
Muralitharan of Sri Lanka.

The other games of the tour will be played at
the Houston Astos’ Minute Maid Park on Nov. 11
and Dodger Stadium on Nov. 14.

Tendulkar predicted the Twenty20 format
matches, which generally take no more than three
hours to play, will appeal to U.S. sports fans.

“Americans are so passionate about sports, and
there’s a huge potential for cricket to take off,” he
said in a statement. “We’re also planning some oth-
er events and festivities in each city so we can
reach as many fans as possible.”

Warne said the tour has signed “all the top
players you’d ever want to see.” “I’m excited for
cricket fans in the United States to be able to see
these amazing players for the first time.”

Warne is considered one of the greatest
bowlers to have played the game, while Tendulkar
is an icon in India and regarded as one of the

greatest batsmen of all time. The Cricket Australia
website reported Wednesday that a portion of the
earnings from the three matches will go to the
world governing body, the International Cricket
Council, to help grow the sport in the US. —AP

SHARJAH: Off-spinner Moeen Ali grabbed three
wickets as England bowlers had to work hard
against Pakistan’s A side on a flat wicket under
warm conditions in a drawn game in Sharjah on
Tuesday.

Ali, who could prove a handy spinner in the
three-Test series against Pakistan starting in Abu
Dhabi on October 13, finished with 3-41 as
Pakistan A managed 216 for five at the close on
the second and final day. England had declared at
their first day’s score of 286-5. The Pakistan A team
is mostly comprised of players knocking at the
door of international cricket.

Iftikhar Ahmed hit an unbeaten 92 while
Fawad Alam made 55. Alam, recalled to the squad
for the Tests, hit seven boundaries in a laborious
147-ball knock before falling to Ali, who also dis-
missed opener Khurram Manzoor (16) and Ali
Asad (seven).

Ahmed, declared best batsman in Pakistan’s

National Twenty20 tournament last month, hit five
fours and two sixes during his 209-ball stay at the
crease. Pacemen James Anderson and Mark Wood
finished with a wicket apiece while Stuart Broad
bowled 11 wicket-less overs. Leg-spinner Adil
Rashid also failed to get a wicket in his 20 overs.

England have another two-day warm-up
game, against the same opposition at the same
venues on October 8 and 9, before the first Test. 

The two other Tests are in Dubai (October 22-
26) and Sharjah (November 1-5). Both teams will
also play four one-day internationals and three
Twenty20 after the Tests.

Scores:
England 286-5 dec (J. Bairstow 66 not out, J.

Root 59, A. Cook 53, Adil Rasheed 51 not out; Zafar
Gohar 3-72). Pakistan A 216-5 (Iftikhar Ahmed 92
not out, Fawad Alam 55; Moeen Ali 3-41). Match
drawn. —AFP

DHAKA: Bangladesh announced yesterday it would
host Zimbabwe for a two-Test cricket series in
November after Australia postponed a planned visit
this month due to security concerns.  Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) president Nazmul Hasan said
Zimbabwe had agreed to tour that month although
no date had been finalised.

“Zimbabwe have principally agreed to tour
Bangladesh in November. We will finalise the date
with Zimbabwe officials during next week’s ICC
(International Cricket Council) meeting in Dubai,”
Nazmul told reporters. Zimbabwe were originally
scheduled to visit Bangladesh from next January 11-
February 7 for two Tests, three one-day Internationals
and three Twenty20 internationals. 

But the BCB president said the series would now

be spilt in two parts.  Zimbabwe would play the Tests
in November and return in January for the ODIs and
T20s.   Nazmul said following a meeting of the BCB
board of directors that Bangladesh would also bid for
the Asia Cup Twenty20 tournament, which could be
held in February next year just ahead of the ICC World
Twenty20 in India.  

The BCB is under pressure to bring back interna-
tional cricket to the country. South Africa’s women’s
cricket team also postponed a planned tour later this
month, citing security concerns.  Australia called off its
series after official warnings that militants may attack
Western interests. The postponement comes amid
heightened tension in Bangladesh after an Italian and
a Japanese were killed in separate attacks claimed by
the Islamic State jihadist group. —AFP
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LEICESTER: Canada’s Nathan Hirayama tackles Romania’s Paula
Kinikinilau during the Rugby World Cup Pool D match between
Canada and Romania.  —AP


