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INCHEON: South Korean President Park Geun-hye takes a group photo with US (left side) and international (right side) teams’ members during an opening ceremony for the 2015 Presidents Cup golf tourna-
ment in Incheon, South Korea yesterday.  —AP

INCHEON: Marching bands and traditional
Korean drums greeted the US and
International teams at a colourful 11th
Presidents Cup opening ceremony in Incheon
yesterday.

Appropriately, given the name of the event,
South Korean President Park Geun-Hye and
former US President George W. Bush gave
speeches after the players were treated to a
perfectly choreographed ceremonial display
for the first Presidents Cup to be held in Asia.

After the unveiling of the golden trophy at
the Songdo Convensia just a kilometre from
the Jack Nicklaus Golf Club venue, Bush spoke
to salute the long ties between the US and
South Korea.

He recalled that during the Korean War
almost exactly 65 years ago, on September 15,
1950, General Douglas MacArthur led US
troops on a surprise landing in Incheon which
changed the course of the conflict and
enabled Seoul to be recaptured.

Bush also noted that the teams were play-
ing for pride, with all money generated donat-
ed to charity in the biennial event which has
raised more than $32 million for good causes
since its inception in 1994. Each of the 24 play-
ers nominates a charity to receive a portion of
funds raised.

Other speakers included golf legend Jack

Nicklaus, who designed the course on which
the players will battle over the next four days in
what he called “the greatest sporting event”.

“We have the world’s number one and two
in Jordan Spieth and Jason Day,” said Nicklaus,
“and the first players from Thailand and India
to play.”

International team captain Nick Price said
his team were “so excited to be in Asia for the
first time”.  And his opposite number on the US
team Jay Haas thanked Park for her support in
bringing the event to her country.  Both cap-
tains introduced their respective teams as ani-
mated caricature “avatars” of each player were
displayed on a giant screen.

The Presidents Cup has been dominated by
the US, who have only lost once in the 10 pre-
vious editions of the match play team event.
Play begins today with five foursome matches
and continues Friday with five fourballs. 

Saturday sees four more foursomes and
fourball matches before reaching a climax on
Sunday with 12 singles. Meanwhile, Bubba
Watson and JB Holmes will lead the US defence
of the Presidents Cup against Adam Scott and
Hideki Matsuyama when the 11th edition
begins on Thursday for the first time on Asian
soil. But the number one and two players in the
world, Jordan Spieth and Jason Day, were kept
apart as captains Nick Price and Jay Haas

selected their five pairings Wednesday for the
opening foursome skirmishes at the Jack
Nicklaus Golf Club in Incheon, South Korea.

Four months ago Spieth watched from the
clubhouse as big-hitting Dustin Johnson three-
putted the final green to hand him the US
Open.

Now they will form a potent combination in
the anchor match of the alternate-shot format
on Thursday as they take on the trans-Tasman
partnership of New Zealand’s Danny Lee and
Australia’s Marc Leishman.

It raised some eyebrows among the assem-
bled media when Spieth was split up from
Patrick Reed, after the pair had a successful
Ryder Cup partnership a year ago.

Haas revealed that it was Spieth, who has
won two Majors and the FedEx Cup in 2015,
who instigated the move. “Jordan and Dustin,
they have been wanting this for a while, want-
ing this pairing. And what Jordan wants,
Jordan gets right now,” he said with a grin.

Price said he hadn’t wanted Spieth and Day
to face off so early in the week, but left the
door open that it could happen at the week-
end. “I’m not going to put match-ups just
because what the media wants,” said Price.  “I’m
going to put match-ups there that I feel is best
for our team. That’s the most important thing.
And I don’t think it would be fair to the rest of

the team for me to single out one person. I
wouldn’t do that right now.”

World number two and US PGA champion
Day will partner Steven Bowditch in an all-
Aussie pairing against Phil Mickelson and
British Open champion Zach Johnson in the
penultimate match Thursday.

Asian rookies Anirban Lahiri and Thongchai
Jaidee, the first Presidents Cup representatives
from India and Thailand respectively, go head
to head with Rickie Fowler and Jimmy Walker.

And it will be South Africa versus the United
States when Louis Oosthuizen and Branden
Grace face Matt Kuchar and Patrick Reed.

But it is Holmes and Watson who will have
the elementary task of the first tee shot to get
the action under way at 11:05am local time
(0205 GMT) against former world number one
Scott and Matsuyama.

Scott has discarded the broomstick putter
he used for years and will play with a standard
length club this week. But that’s not a worry for
Price.

“Adam putted really well the last couple of
days,” Price told a news conference. “He’s had a
month off and he’s been working very hard. 

The Australian and Japanee players teamed
up successfully in the foursome format two
years ago to defeat Zach Johnson and Jason
Dufner. “He and Hideki, they play practice

rounds during the year together. They played
so well together last time. They were great. So
they were sort of an automatic for us.” Price
revealed his hand was slightly forced as Charl
Schwartzel is sick, having picked up a flu-type
virus earlier in the week. 

The South African practised with Bae Sang-
Moon on Tuesday so there was disappoint-
ment for local fans hoping to see their hero
Bae, who now also sits out the first round.
“Charl has got a really bad bug at the moment,”
Price told AFP after the draw was made yester-
day.

“He’s in bed as we speak. He and Moon
played yesterday. I felt kind of bad that I had to
bench Moon, but I didn’t want to split up any
of the other teams.”

The International team are huge underdogs,
having only won the title once back in 1998.
The Americans have a proud record of eight
wins one draw and one defeat to uphold and
have not lost a session in foursomes or four-
balls since 2007.

Friday’s second round will see five fourball
matches, there will be four more foursomes
and four fourballs on Saturday with 12 singles
matches rounding off the event on Sunday.
With one point awarded for a win in each
match the first team to 15 1/2 points will
secure the cup. —AFP

Presidents Cup opens with Korean bang

MINNEAPOLIS: Tamika  Catchings was still
shaking about 30 minutes after the
Indiana Fever dropped a tense Game 2 of
the WNBA Finals to the Minnesota Lynx.

The Fever star was limited to 24 min-
utes because of foul trouble, and the
steam was practically spewing out of her
ears as she talked about letting her team
down and gearing up for Game 3 back in
Indiana. “We told our team we are going to
bottle up every sense of frustration, every
sense of anger, every sense of knowing
what we didn’t accomplish tonight,”
Catchings said after the 77-71 loss to the
Lynx on Tuesday night evened the best-of-
five series at one game apiece. “Put that in
a bottle and let it explode when we get
back home.”

Maya Moore and the Lynx are looking
to avenge their loss to the Fever in the
2012 finals, and they responded to their
series-opening loss with a desperation and
fire that proved just enough to avoid a
daunting 0-2 deficit. “After the horn blew,
both teams were still wanting to go,” said
Moore, who had 19 points, eight rebounds
and five assists. “We’re ready to go for
Game 3. Wait a couple days and it’ll be a
grind.” Game 3 is Friday night.

That’s exactly what the first two games
have been, and now both coaches are try-

ing to use some gamesmanship to get any
little edge that can be gained.

After their Game 1 loss, Lynx coach
Cheryl Reeve publicly criticized the offi-
cials for allowing Indiana’s defenders to get
so physical with point guard Lindsay
Whalen. Reeve wouldn’t comment on
whether the criticism earned her a fine,
but Fever coach Stephanie White believes
the remarks did play a role in how Game 2
was called. Catchings picked up two quick
fouls and had five with more than four
minutes to go in the third quarter, forcing
White to put her leader on the bench for a
crucial stretch. The Lynx put together a 17-
5 run that turned an eight-point deficit
into a four-point lead going into the final
period, then outlasted Indiana in tightly
played fourth quarter.

“I learned a valuable lesson today,”
White said. “I learned that it pays to go
public with comments about officials. Who
would have known?”

White called Game 2 “a blood bath” and
said Shenise Johnson was “doubled over”
by a hard screen set in the fourth quarter.
The Fever picked up two technical fouls in
the fourth quarter and turned the ball over
14 times in the second half, leaving them
with the feeling that they kicked away a
golden opportunity to take a 2-0 lead in

the series. “We know that we didn’t take
care of business when it came down the
stretch,” Catchings said.

Sylvia Fowles certainly did. The Lynx
center is using her size advantage in the
post to average 21.0 points and 10.0
rebounds in the first two games, giving
Minnesota a formidable presence in the
paint that it has never had before. The Lynx
acquired the former All-Star in a midsea-
son trade with Chicago to give them
another dimension in physical series like
this one and she responded with five
offensive rebounds on Tuesday night.

“Sylvia Fowles has been the difference
for us,” Reeve said. Catchings didn’t want to
blame the officials for her foul trouble in
Game 2. Instead she looked inward, saying
she couldn’t afford to put her team in that
position by leaving them to fight without
her. The fact that the Fever were able to
keep it close the whole way even while
playing long stretches with her on the
bench only seemed to embolden the
proud veteran.

“As a great player, you should never be
sitting on the bench,” Catchings said. “You
should never put your team in a situation
where they have to play without you. So
I’m frustrated and you better believe I’ll be
ready.” —AP

Fever ready to crank it 
up in Indy for Game 3

MINNEAPOLIS: Anna Cruz No. 51 of the Minnesota Lynx takes
control of the ball as teammate Seimone Augustus No. 33
defends Marissa Coleman No. 25 of the Indiana Fever during
the third quarter in Game Two of the 2015 WNBA Finals. —AFP

Stars add 
experience behind 

high-scoring
DALLAS: Dallas will try to convert a second
straight promising offseason into a trip to
the playoffs, something the disappointing
team couldn’t do last season because of a
slow start and another slump triggered by
a key injury.

Now that he’s healthy, Tyler Seguin fig-
ures to be joined on the top line with Jamie
Benn by Patrick Sharp, who won his third
Stanley Cup with Chicago a few months
ago. The Stars also went with champi-
onship experience in trying to strengthen
their back end by adding former
Blackhawks defenseman Johnny Oduya in
free agency.

“A lot of teams look great on paper,” said
Seguin, who will face Sidney Crosby and
the Pittsburgh Penguins in the season
opener at home Thursday night. “We’re in
the toughest division in the league so our
start should be huge, our division games
are going to be huge. We need to bring a
lot more focus starting out this year than it
was last year.”

Seguin was among the scoring leaders
until he injured his right knee and the Stars
lost seven of the first eight games without
him last February and March. Benn won the
Art Ross Trophy as the NHL’s top scorer
despite playing on two bad hips that
required offseason surgery.—AP


