
NEW YORK: The Houston Astros showed off their maturity
on the diamond but acted their age in a boisterous cele-
bration at Yankee Stadium after eliminating their hosts 3-0
in their one-and-done Wild Card playoff game.

The Houston Astros were Major League Baseball door-
mats for many years, but their promising young players
have developed into prime-time performers and it was
time for a champagne party in the visitors’ clubhouse on
Tuesday.

“It makes me feel complete. When you see the guys
happy, that means we are doing our job right,” said 25-
year-old second baseman Jose Altuve of Venezuela in the
bubbly-soaked locker room.

Houston suffered three successive seasons of more than
100 losses from 2011, and last year posted a 70-92 record
before improving to 86-76 in 2015.

Youngsters like Altuve, 21-year-old Carlos Correa and
26-year-old George Springer have combined with veterans
to become winners. Leading the way on the mound was
Dallas Keuchel, Houston’s Cy Young candidate after a 20-8
regular season, who took the mound on three days’ rest for
the first time in his career and hurled six scoreless innings
giving up just three hits.

“Felt like playoff baseball,” the bearded left-hander said.
“It’s hard not to get up for a game like this. I didn’t want to
let my teammates down.”

Keuchel said the team was looking forward to continue
the party against the top-seeded Royals in the best-of-five
Division Series starting on Thursday.

“We’ll have as much fun as we possibly can in Kansas
City,” he said. “The taste of the champagne and the beer in
your eyes, I want more of it.”

Keuchel was thinking of champagne during a tense
moment in the sixth when Yankees slugger Alex Rodriguez
came up with two on and manager A.J. Hinch came out to
visit him on the mound.

“I said, ‘What’s for dinner?’ How ‘bout some cham-
pagne?’” Keuchel said about their on-field exchange before
retiring Rodriguez on a fly ball to center.

Hinch summed up his feelings about the team just
before the big game. “We have a good vibe about us. We

don’t take ourselves too seriously, which is a good thing,”
the manager said. “We are definitely not expected to be
here. So I can play the underdog card a little bit with those
guys, but those guys don’t want to hear it.

“They want to win. They want to be expected to win.
They want the pressure, and that’s because the makeup of
this team is very, very special, and they push each other in
a way that I can really appreciate.”

Meanwhile, from pitching powerhouses in Los Angeles
and New York to booming bats in Toronto, from upstarts in
Chicago and Houston to aging warhorses in the Bronx, an
eclectic cast of clubs gear up for MLB’s playoff extravagan-
za. Leading 10 teams into the October spotlight are top
seeds St. Louis Cardinals (100-62) and Kansas City Royals
(95-67), Midwest neighbors on the east and west edges of
Missouri, who bring well balanced teams to their pursuit of
the World Series.

Headliners poised to perform the include NL West
champion Dodgers’ one-two pitching punch of Clayton
Kershaw and Zack Greinke, and big-hitting Josh
Donaldson, Jose Bautista and Edwin Encarnacion of an AL
East champion Toronto team in the playoffs for the first
time since winning a second consecutive World Series title

in 1993. The playoffs also offer long-suffering fans of the
Chicago Cubs the hope of ending a 107-year wait for a
World Series title.

Launching the postseason are Wild Card showdowns
between the American League New York Yankees and
Houston Astros, and the National League’s Pittsburgh
Pirates and Cubs in do-or-die games to reach a best-of-five
Division Series.

Last year’s Wild Card winners, the Giants and Royals,
gave hope to the longshots by winning their Division
Series and best-of-seven League Championship Series to
reach the Fall Classic.

The curtain goes up in New York on Tuesday when the
Yankees host the Astros, sending Masahiro Tanaka (12-7,
3.51 ERA) to the mound against Cy Young candidate Dallas
Keuchel (20-8, 2.48), pitching on three days’ rest.

Houston (86-76), in the postseason for the first time in a
decade, blend power and speed in a lineup with emerging

young players such as shortstop Carlos Correa, second
baseman Jose Altuve and outfielder George Springer.

New York (87-75), winners of 27 World Series, counter
with a veteran roster including 40-year-old slugger Alex
Rodriguez.  They must deal with the shock of Monday’s
news that pitcher CC Sabathia had checked himself into
alcohol rehabilitation.

The Pirates (98-64) are appearing in their third succes-
sive postseason after a 21-year absence and going against
a visiting Cubs team (97-65) that last won the MLB crown
in 1908.

A dazzling pitchers’ duel could be coming. The Pirates
will start Gerrit Cole (19-8, 2.60 ERA), whose stellar num-
bers pale in comparison to Chicago’s Jake Arrieta.

Arrieta was 22-6 with a 1.77 ERA and red-hot in the sec-
ond half of the season. Since the All-Star break he has post-
ed a 0.75 ERA - the lowest ever registered after the break.

St. Louis plays the winner of the Cubs-Pirates tilt. The
consistent Cardinals, winners of 11 Fall Classics, have
reached the World Series in two of the last four years and
made it to the League Championship Series the other two
seasons.

Relying on strong pitching depth and standout closer
Trevor Rosenthal, the Cards led the majors with a team ERA

of 2.94. The Mets travel to Los Angeles to open their
Division Series on Friday.

New York counter the Dodgers’ top pitchers with a
vaunted group of young starters in Jacob deGrom, rookie
Noah Syndergaard, Matt Harvey and Steven Matz, and an
offense invigorated by the addition of slugger Yoenis
Cespedes.

Kansas City will meet the AL Wild Card winner. The
Royals, who used a shutdown bullpen to thrive last year,
are without injured closer Greg Holland, though Wade
Davis has filled in admirably. The development of power-
hitting Mike Moustakas and addition of Ben Zobrist have
lifted their offense.

The other AL Division Series has the Blue Jays going
against NL West champions Texas. Toronto surged after
trade deadline deals brought them ace lefty David Price
and shortstop Troy Tulowitzki, now coming back from a
late-season injury.

The hard-hitting Blue Jays scored an MLB-leading
891 runs,  127 more than nex t-best  Yankees.  The
Rangers also picked up steam after adding starter
Cole Hamels as they seek a return to postseason suc-
cess that led to trips to the World Series in 2010 and
2011. — Reuters
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Keane to play Germany 
DUBLIN: Ireland’s Robbie Keane will be ready to face Group D leaders Germany
in their Euro 2016 qualifier today despite arriving late from the United States
after the birth of his second son.  Ireland’s assistant manager Roy Keane, asked
if the 35-year-old LA Galaxy striker would be available for the match, told
reporters: “Yes, why wouldn’t he be? He didn’t have the baby. Unless he’s breast-
feeding, he should be all right.”

Striker Keane, who has scored 67 goals in 142 games for Ireland since 1998,
was a member of the team that managed a 1-1 draw
away to Germany in Gelsenkirchen last October.

Another draw would keep alive Ireland’s hopes of
a playoff spot for the finals but they face an in-form
Germany side who have since won five qualifiers in a
row after a poor start.

The Irish, currently third, are four points ahead of
Scotland, who face Group D’s second-placed team
Poland in Glasgow today. “I think we are a stronger
team. Like you’d expect with any campaign,
teams improve. We were still new to the job at
the time and, yes, I think we are a better
team,” said the Ireland assistant manager
of their draw with the Germans. —Reuters

Pacquiao likely to retire
MANILA: Filipino boxing great Manny Pacquiao, a winner of world titles in eight dif-
ferent weight categories, said he is likely to retire from the sport after one more fight
next year.

Pacquiao, 36, last fought in May when he lost to American Floyd Mayweather
Junior in a long awaited bout between the sport’s best two fighters, dubbed the
Fight of the Century, that failed to match the hype. Pacquiao underwent surgery to

repair a torn rotator cuff after the fight and had been expected
to retire with little left to prove after achieving his long-stat-
ed goal of getting in the ring with Mayweather. “I think I’m
ready. I’ve been in boxing for more than 20 years,” he said in
an interview with ABS-CBN yesterday.

The Filipino said he wanted one more bout but it is
unlikely to be against Mayweather, who has announced

plans to retire after beating Andre Berto in September to
improve his record to 49 wins and no losses. “We can not

say if there is a rematch or not. It depends, it depends,”
Pacquiao said.

Pacquiao’s long-term manager Bob Arum said
last month he expected Pacquiao to fight again

in February, with Briton Amir Khan and
American Terence Crawford among the possi-
ble opponents. —Reuters

Osorio eyes Mexican job
MEXICO CITY: Colombian Juan Carlos Osorio is in negotiations to take over as
Mexico coach after resigning from Sao Paulo, the Mexican Soccer Federation said
yesterday.    Officials confirmed they were in talks with the 54-year-old but said a
deal had yet to be reached after Sao Paulo issued a statement saying he was leaving
to coach Mexico.

“Now that he no longer has a contract we will try and speed things up with Osorio
in order to reach an agreement by Friday,” Santiago Banos, the director of national
teams at the Mexican Football Federation, told the Televisa network.

“The idea is that he will be with us all the way to the (2018) World Cup.” Osorio is set
to replace Brazilian Ricardo “Tuca” Ferretti, who was named Mexico’s interim boss
after Miguel Herrera.

Ferretti is in California where Mexico face the United States on Saturday in a play-
off to decide who represents the CONCACAF region in the 2017 Confederations
Cup in Russia. Sao Paulo president Carlos Miguel Aidar had earlier issued a state-
ment on the club’s website saying Osorio had quit. “I received Mr Juan Carlos Osorio
here in my office today, who confirmed that he is leaving our club to manage
Mexico in the World Cup qualifiers, a long-time desire of his,” said Aidar. “I am deeply
saddened by the decision as he had been doing great work.”

Osorio has experience of working in Mexico having managed club side Puebla.
He has also coached Colombian teams Millionarios, Once Caldas and Atletico
Nacional as well as Major League Soccer clubs Chicago Fire and New York Red
Bulls. —Reuters

Astros soar high with first playoff win

TOKYO: Valentino Rossi is facing intensifying
pressure from Yamaha teammate Jorge Lorenzo,
who could use this weekend’s Japanese Grand
Prix to narrow their gap as the season finale draws
near.

Nine-time world champion Rossi is leading the
field with 263 points as he steadily marches
toward his first a world title since 2009. But
Lorenzo is storming right behind him with 249
points and is gathering momentum after the lat-
est victory two weeks ago in Aragon where he
picked up a precious 25 points while the Italian
had to settle for 16 points.

With four more races at play, including
Sunday’s Japan Grand Prix, the Spaniard still has
more than enough opportunities to derail Rossi’s
steady march. The battle in Motegi will kick off
three back-to-back races in this month that will
bring the riders also to Australia and Malaysia.

Lorenzo has a history of outperforming his
rivals at the Twin Ring Motegi circuit, known for its
stop-and-go layout with hard acceleration and
braking points-often seen as a course more
friendly to Honda’s machines than Yamaha’s. The
Spaniard won at Motegi in 2014, 2013 and 2009
and finished second in 2012 and 2011.

“The championship is amazing in this last part
of the season but from now on we need to stay

more focused if we want to keep the momentum
and try to win the title,” Lorenzo said.

“Next stop is Japan, a place where I have good
memories, especially from the last two years. This
year we go there eager to do another great battle

so hopefully we could do another nice race and
try to make the championship tighter,” he said.

Meanwhile, Rossi has steadily shown off his rid-
ing finesse through the season, pulling 13 podi-
um finishes in the 14 races so far, including four

first-place finishes.
And the Italian is well aware of the narrowing

lead he has over Lorenzo. “These points may seem
a lot but they are few,” Rossi said. “There will be
three races in a row and it will be important not to
make any mistakes, but at the same time make
sure to get the best possible results.  I feel good,”
he said. Reigning world champion Marc Marquez
on Honda trails the Yamaha duo as a distant third
after having suffered a string of crashes and
injuries, including a fresh “left pinky finger” injury
that forced him to undergo surgery last week.

The Spanish sensation-season champion in
both 2013 and 2014 — has collected 184 points
with seven podium finishes, including four wins.

He has crashed out in five races this season,
including in Aragon where he had the seventh
pole start of the year but came off in the second
lap as he chased Lorenzo.

Marquez pledged to continue his troubled bid
to defend his title. “I know that I won’t be at 100
percent and the circuit at Motegi is very demand-
ing, my injury will definitely cause me pain,” he
said. “Aragon was a tough race and I made a mis-
take, now I’m eager to get to Japan and try to end
the season at the top,” he said. “I’m healing well
and hope to be as fit as possible for this weekend,”
he said. — AFP

Lorenzo vows to defend Japan Prix, charge Rossi

Jorge Lorenzo in action in this file photo.

NEW YORK: Yankees shortstop Didi  Gregorius (18) tags Houston Astros’ Jonathan Villar (2) who signals that he’s safe on
a seventh inning stolen base in the American League wild card baseball game. — AP

NEW YORK: Houston Astros center fielder Carlos Gomez lifts up Houston Astros second baseman Jose Altuve (27) after
the Astros 3-0 shutout of the New York Yankees in the American League wild card baseball game. — AP


