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international companies, which was supposed to take
place in mid-October. The lawmaker asked if the report was
correct and if the minister has powers to order the delay, or
are these powers  entrusted in the CEO of Kuwait Petroleum
Corp (KPC) or the CEO of KNPC.

Saleh also asked the minister that if he has no powers
over signing the contracts, why did he interfere and order
the delay. The lawmaker asked if KNPC, which is responsible
for the project, had obtained all the necessary approvals
from various sides and made all the needed studies on the
project. If the answer is positive, Saleh asked for copies of
these procedures. Saleh asked about the financial conse-
quences of delaying the signing of the contracts at this late
stage and what is the possibility that the international com-
panies which won the contracts may pull out of the project
or raise their bids.

The lawmaker also asked about the expected impact of
the delay on supplying the ministry of electricity and water

with the required fuels for its operations. Finally, Saleh
asked if the required environmental studies on the project
had been carried out or not. The new refinery project has
already been delayed several times due to different reasons.

A few months ago, authorities decided to revive the
project and obtained approval to raise its budget from KD 4
billion to KD 4.8 billion after earlier bids came in higher than
cost estimates. The project has been divided into five pack-
ages and KNPC in coordination with the Central Tenders
Committee has picked up the winning consortia for each of
the five projects. The official signing of the contracts was
scheduled to take place next week. The oil minister said last
week that mega projects, especially in the oil sector, will not
be delayed because of the sharp drop in oil prices. Named
as Al-Zour Refinery, the new refinery will have a production
capacity of 615,000 barrels per day.

Meanwhile, the criminal court yesterday set Nov 11 as
the date to issue its verdict against prominent Sunni cleric
Othman Al-Khamees over charges of hatred and spite
against a religious sect.

MP Saleh asks about delay in Zour contracts
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“Kuwait contributed to WHO-sponsored researches on
combating non-communicable diseases such as heart dis-
eases, hypertension, cancer and diabetes,” Dr Obaidi said, cit-
ing the launching of the Kuwait award and HH the Amir’s
award for research in healthcare for the elderly and the coun-
try’s contribution to the global fund to fight AIDS, tuberculosis
and malaria. The launch of Kuwait’s appeal for combating and
preventing chronic diseases is another evidence of growing
cooperation, particularly after the issuance of the relevant UN
political statement in Sept 2011, he pointed out.

Obaidi welcomed the attendees at the RC session, foremost
among who are the WHO Director-General Dr Margaret Chan
and WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean Dr
Ala Alwan and the ministers of health of the 22 RC member

states. He extolled HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah for his constant support of efforts of the min-
istry of health to improve health services for all citizens, and
thanked HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah for his patronage of the RC meeting.

He noted that the meeting coincided with the United
Nations Sustainable Development Summit held in New York to
adopt 17 sustainable development goals, including a health-
related one. Obaidi renewed Kuwait’s commitment to working
with WHO and all partners to advance the health agenda, not
only in Kuwait but in the region as a whole. Alwan and Chan
also addressed the gathering. 

Obaidi later said PM Sheikh Jaber will open the new Razi
Hospital on Oct 23. “The new hospital is part of expansion proj-
ects with the aim of improving health services for both citizens
and expatriates,” he underlined. — KUNA 

Health minister commends cholera...

Workers clean buildings in Masdar City on the outskirts of the emirate of Abu Dhabi yesterday. Masdar City is a high-density, pedestrian-friendly development where current and future renew-
able energy and clean technologies are showcased, marketed, researched, developed, tested and implemented. — AFP 

CHISINAU, Moldova: In the backwaters of Eastern Europe,
authorities working with the FBI have interrupted four
attempts in the past five years by gangs with suspected
Russian connections that sought to sell radioactive materi-
al to Middle Eastern extremists, The Associated Press has
learned. The latest known case came in February this year,
when a smuggler offered a huge cache of deadly cesium -
enough to contaminate several city blocks - and specifical-
ly sought a buyer from the Islamic State group.

Criminal organizations, some with ties to the Russian
KGB’s successor agency, are driving a thriving black market
in nuclear materials in the tiny and impoverished Eastern
European country of Moldova, investigators say. The suc-
cessful busts, however, were undercut by striking short-
comings: Kingpins got away, and those arrested evaded
long prison sentences, sometimes quickly returning to
nuclear smuggling, AP found.

Moldovan police and judicial authorities shared inves-
tigative case files with the AP in an effort to spotlight how
dangerous the nuclear black market has become. They say
the breakdown in cooperation between Russia and the
West means that it has become much harder to know
whether smugglers are finding ways to move parts of
Russia’s vast store of radioactive materials - an unknown
quantity of which has leached into the black market. “We
can expect more of these cases,” said Constantin Malic, a
Moldovan police officer who investigated all four cases. “As
long as the smugglers think they can make big money
without getting caught, they will keep doing it.”

Vulnerability 
In wiretaps, videotaped arrests, photographs of bomb-

grade material, documents and interviews, AP found a
troubling vulnerability in the anti-smuggling strategy.

From the first known Moldovan case in 2010 to the most
recent one in February, a pattern has emerged: Authorities
pounce on suspects in the early stages of a deal, giving the
ringleaders a chance to escape with their nuclear contra-
band - an indication that the threat from the nuclear black
market in the Balkans is far from under control.

Moldovan investigators can’t be sure that the suspects
who fled didn’t hold on to the bulk of the nuclear materi-
als. Nor do they know whether the groups, which are pur-
suing buyers who are enemies of the West, may have suc-
ceeded in selling deadly nuclear material to extremists at a
time when the Islamic State has made clear its ambition to
use weapons of mass destruction.

The cases involve secret meetings in a high-end night-
club; blueprints for dirty bombs; and a nerve-shattered
undercover investigator who slammed vodka shots before
heading into meetings with smugglers. Informants and a
police officer posing as a connected gangster - complete
with a Mercedes Benz provided by the FBI - penetrated the
smuggling gangs. The police used a combination of old-
fashioned undercover tactics and high-tech gear, from
radiation detectors to clothing threaded with recording
devices.

The Moldovan operations were built on a partnership
between the FBI and a small team of Moldovan investiga-
tors - including Malic, who over five years went from near
total ignorance of the frightening black market in his back-
yard to wrapping up four sting operations. “In the age of
the Islamic State, it’s especially terrifying to have real smug-
glers of nuclear bomb material apparently making connec-
tions with real buyers,” says Matthew Bunn, a Harvard pro-
fessor who led a secret study for the Clinton administration
on the security of Russia’s nuclear arsenal.

Lethal Consequences 
The Moldovan investigators were well aware of the

lethal consequences of just one slip-up. Posing as a repre-
sentative’s buyer, Malic was so terrified before meetings
that he gulped shots of vodka to steel his nerves. Other
cases contained elements of farce: In the cesium deal, an
informant held a high-stakes meeting with a seller at an
elite dance club filled with young people nibbling on sushi.
In the case of the cesium, investigators said the one vial
they ultimately recovered was a less radioactive form of
cesium than the smugglers originally had advertised, and
not suitable for making a dirty bomb. — AP 

Nuclear black market seeks IS extremists


