
SYDNEY:  Australia called off a two-
Test tour of Bangladesh yesterday, cit-
ing terrorism fears after official warn-
ings militants may attack Western
interests.  Cricket Australia said that
advice from the country’s security and
intelligence organisation and depart-
ment of foreign affairs about an
increased risk for the team meant this
month’s matches could not proceed.

CA chief executive James
Sutherland said an independent securi-
ty assessment confirmed the “risk of
terrorism in Bangladesh targeting
Australian nationals”. “We have decid-
ed that, regrettably, we have no alter-
native but to postpone the tour,”
Sutherland said. 

Australia had been scheduled to
depart Sunday for the first Test starting
October 9 in Chittagong. Bangladesh
had tried to keep the tour alive insist-
ing that the players would be given the
level of security usually reserved for
visiting heads of state, with Home
Minister Asaduzzaman Khan saying the
“highest security protocol” would be
provided.

Nazmul Hassan, the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) president,
expressed sadness at the decision,
insisting that measures to tighten
security should have satisfied any safe-
ty concerns. 

“Many countries face this kind of
terrorist threat but it never stops crick-
et,” he told reporters in Dhaka. “With
the kind of blanket security that we
had offered them, I can’t see how they
would have faced any problems.”

However, the death of an Italian aid
worker in Dhaka’s diplomatic quarter
shot three times on Monday night in a
murder claimed by Islamic State group
had escalated fears. “We had hoped
that the security concerns would fade,
but unfortunately the advice we have
received from government, our own
security experts and independent
security advisors has clearly indicated
that there are now high risks to our
people should they make the trip,”
Sutherland said.

“We have worked tirelessly to try to
find a way for the tour to proceed, but
in the end it was simply not possible,”

he said. CA said it would work with the
BCB to try to reschedule the tour which
had been expected to be closely-
fought after the hosts recently  claimed
a series of high-profile scalps on home
soil.

“Bangladesh is clearly on the rise as
a cricketing nation and our new-look
Australian team was looking forward to
the challenge of playing this series.
The circumstances that led to the deci-
sion to cancel the tour are bigger than
the game of cricket,” Sutherland said.

“Where there are elements that are
beyond our control - as there are in this
case - the importance of player safety is
brought sharply into focus, and this is
absolutely paramount.”

BCB president Hassan said:
“Bangladesh cricket has been going
through a very good period so this
kind of development, coming at this
time, is sad and unfortunate.”

Security Scare 
International schools in Bangladesh

were closed on Tuesday while Western
embassies restricted their diplomats’

movements. The British Foreign Office
warned against attending gatherings
of westerners in Bangladesh due to
“reliable information” militants may be
planning to target Westerners.

The US embassy in Dhaka said its
diplomats would be barred from
attending international hotels and
advised citizens to follow suit.
Bangladesh sees itself as a moderate
Muslim country. But the gruesome
killings of four atheist bloggers this
year rocked the nation and sparked a
crackdown on hardline Islamist groups.

The security scare also spilled over
to soccer Thursday with Australia’s
football chiefs announcing their own
concerns about playing in the South
Asian nation. Football  Federation
Australia (FFA) officially notified FIFA of
their security fears. The group-topping
Socceroos are due to take on
Bangladesh in Dhaka on November 17.

“FFA is concerned about the securi-
ty situation in Bangladesh,” it said. “FFA
has formally raised the matter with
FIFA and AFC (Asian Football
Confederation).” —AFP

Australia scraps Bangladesh tour on terror scare

Pakistan
Azhar Ali run out 11
Shehzad c Chigumbura b Panyangara 12
Mohammad Hafeez c Masakadza b Jongwe 10
Sarfraz Ahmed c Williams b Cremer 44
Shoaib Malik b Nyumbu 31
Mohammad Rizwan not out 75
Imad Wasim run out 61
Aamer Yamin not out 1
Extras (2b, 5lb, 6w, 1nb 14
Total (6 wkts, 50 overs) 259
Fall of wickets: 1-16 (Azhar Ali), 2-24 (Ahmed
Shehzad), 3-35 (Mohammad Hafeez), 4-100 (Shoaib
Malik), 5-128 (Sarfraz Ahmed), 6-252 (Imad Wasim).
Did not bat: Wahab Riaz, Yasir Shah, Mohammad Irfan.
Bowling: Panyangara 9-1-66-1, Jongwe 9-1-42-1,
Chibhabha 8-1-25-0, Cremer 6-0-45-1, Williams 9-0-
35-0, Nyumbu 9-0-39-1.

Zimbabwe
B. Chari b Yasir Shah 16
C. Chibhabha lbw b Imad Wasim 12
H. Masakadza b Yasir Shah 15
S. Williams b Shoaib Malik 26
Sikandar Raza c Shoaib Malik b Yasir Shah 19
E. Chigumbura c M Rizwan b Yasir Shah 22
R. Mutumbami c Hafeez b Yasir Shah 3
L. Jongwe lbw b Shoaib Malik 0
G. Cremer lbw b Shoaib Malik 2
T. Panyangara c Imad Wasim b Yasir Shah 4
J. Nyumbu not out 2
Extras (1lb, 5w, 1nb) 7
Total (all out, 37 overs) 128
Fall of wickets: 1-23 (Chibhabha), 2-38 (Chari), 3-54
(Masakadza), 4-89 (Williams), 5-101 (Sikandar Raza), 6-
107 (Mutumbami), 7-108 (Jongwe), 8-122
(Chigumbura), 9-122 (Cremer), 10-128 (Panyangara).
Bowling: Mohammad Irfan 4-2-7-0, Aamer Yamin 6-
1-22-0, Imad Wasim 7-0-24-1, Yasir Shah 9-0-26-6,
Wahab Riaz 4-0-18-0, Shoaib Malik 7-0-30-3.
Result: Pakistan won by 131 runs.

SCOREBOARD
HARARE: Scoreboard for the first one-day
international between Zimbabwe and
Pakistan yesterday:
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Wasim urges Modi to 
revive Indo-Pak ties

KARACHI:  Legendary paceman Wasim Akram yesterday
urged Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to end his
country’s cricketing boycott of Pakistan saying the
ongoing impasse was hurting fans across the globe.

Pakistan is awaiting New Delhi’s clearance for a full
series, the first between the two countries since 2007,
that was due to be played in United Arab Emirates start-
ing December. India called off most sporting fixtures
between the rivals after the 2008 Mumbai attacks, which
were planned by militants in Pakistan, though they did
play a limited-overs series in 2012.

Recent cross-border tensions including firing across
the disputed territory of Kashmir have put the tour in
doubt, but Wasim, 49, said he was hopeful Modi would
give it the green light. “I request prime minister Modi to
clear the tour,” Wasim told AFP. “I heard that he told his
cabinet that he doesn’t have any problems in playing
sports with Pakistan so cricket should flourish.

“What I have noticed is that PM Modi is striving to
make India a superpower and they are cricketing super-
power so they have a duty to look around the world and
cooperate in others’ progress so I am sure he will okay
the series,” he added.

Wasim, considered the best left-arm pacer in history,
said India versus Pakistan fixtures were a part of cricket’s
fabric and their loss was hurting the game. “It’s the loss
for the cricketing world which has a small base. India-
Pakistan is the ultimate contest and I grew up dreaming
to feature in an India-Pakistan match.”

He fondly recalled Pakistan’s tour of India in 1999,
where his team beat the hosts in two of their three Tests.
“We went to India under severe threats but what hap-
pened to us there is history,” said Wasim, who was cap-
tain at the time. “We were accorded a warm welcome
everywhere we went and the love and affection was
unbelievable.

“The same thing happened when India toured
Pakistan in 2004 and even now when I tour India as a
commentator people meet me with great affection and
they ask me why are we not playing cricket.

“Billions enjoy Indo-Pak matches and its intensity out-
matches every other rivalry as no team wants to lose
and no fan wants to see his team lose, so I sincerely
hope that everything is set aside and cricketing ties go
on uninterrupted.”  —AFP

HARARE: Legspinner Yasir Shah took
6-26 as Pakistan thumped Zimbabwe
by 131 runs in the first one-day inter-
national yesterday. Shah ran through
Zimbabwe’s top and middle order,
taking five of the first seven wickets
as the home team crumbled to 128
all out chasing Pakistan’s 259-6 at
Harare Sports Club.

Put in to bat first by Zimbabwe,
Pakistan struggled at the start and
was 35-3 before its middle order
came to the rescue. Sarfraz Ahmed
hit 44, Shoaib Malik made 31, and
then Mohammad Rizwan and Imad
Wasim both got half-centuries in a
124-run partnership for the sixth

wicket. Rizwan was top scorer with a
career-best 75 in ODIs, hitting four
fours and two sixes. Wasim made 61
and their stand ensured Pakistan
went past 250.

Zimbabwe never came close and
was bowled out in just 37 overs as
Shah produced the second-best
bowling performance by a Pakistan
spinner in an ODI behind Shahid
Afridi’s 7-12 against West Indies in
2013. Sean Williams’ 26 from 31 balls
was the best score from the
Zimbabwean batting.

Pakistan leads the three-game
ODI series and also won both
Twenty20 games. —AP

Pakistan thumps Zimbabwe 
by 131 runs in 1st ODI

HARARE: Zimbabwe batsman John Nyumbu is in action during
the first in a series of three ODI cricket matches between
Pakistan and Zimbabwe at Harare Sports Club, yesterday. —AFP


