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PARIS: Formula One racing team Manor-
Marussia has struck a deal to race with cut-
ting edge Mercedes-Benz hybrid motors as
of the 2016 season, the German motor
giant said yesterday.

The Marussia-Ferrari used by current
drivers Will Stevens, Roberto Merhi and
newcomer Alexander Rossi, have failed to
win a single point this season. Following
the accident that led to driver Jules
Bianchi’s death, the troubled team was

eventually saved from going under after
spending a six months period out of com-
petition.

Team Principal John Booth is now dou-
bly pleased having secured a better per-
forming motor. “I am delighted to
announce our new Power Unit partnership
with Mercedes-Benz for the 2016 season
and beyond. Ultimately the strength of the
Mercedes-Benz package speaks for itself,”
said the former driver.

Head of Mercedes-Benz Motorsport
Toto Wolff said the deal meant that his
company would continue to supply three
teams, with the anticipated purchase of the
Lotus team by Renault. “It (Manor) is a tena-
cious team with a fantastic competitive
spirit, and we are all excited to see what
step forward they can make next year with
their new car coupled with the Mercedes-
Benz Hybrid Power Unit,” Wolff said.

Williams and Force India also use the

engines, as well as its own currently domi-
nant team Mercedes-AMG, led by Lewis
Hamilton and Nico Rosberg. Mercedes
director Andy Cowell said Manor had the
kind of profile his company wanted to
work with.

“It is a great pleasure to welcome the
Manor Marussia F1 Team to our stable of
customers at Mercedes. They are a team of
real racers with great spirit and impressive
determination to succeed.” —AFP

Manor to use Mercedes engines from 2016

KANNAPOLIS: Gene Haas (left), co-owner of Stewart-Haas Racing, shakes hands with Tony Stewart (right), driver
of the No 14 Stewart-Haas Racing Chevrolet and co-owner of Stewart-Haas Racing, as Clint Bowyer, newest driver
for Stewart-Haas Racing, looks on after a press conference announcing the retirement of Stewart in Kannapolis,
North Carolina. Stewart has decided his 18th year in the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series will be his last. —AFP

LONDON: Jenson Button will race for McLaren again
next season, the Formula One team confirmed yesterday
with a statement that ended speculation the 2009 world
champion was heading for retirement.

Button said he was confident the Honda-powered
team would overcome its “current difficulties” to achieve
great successes in the future. “That gives me great confi-
dence, and it is for that reason that, together, (team chief
Ron Dennis) and I have decided to continue our partner-
ship,” he said after the team confirmed he would see out
a contract that expires at the end of 2016.

“Okay, granted, this year has not been an easy one for
us, but we know what we need to do to improve things,”
said the 35-year-old.

The second most successful team in Formula One,
after Ferrari, are ninth out of 10 teams in their worst sea-
son. Button, the last McLaren to driver to win a race back
in 2012, has scored just six points in 14 races this year
and suffered repeated penalties and retirements.

Speculation that the most experienced driver on the
starting grid, who won his title with Brawn GP, was plan-
ning to call it a day has swirled around for months.

Although Dennis assured reporters at last weekend’s
Japanese Grand Prix that Button would be staying along-

side double world champion Fernando Alonso, there
were still doubters with the driver also seemingly unsure.

“Over the past month or so I have done quite a lot of
thinking, and it is no secret that I was at one point in two
minds about my future,” said Button. He said he knew
staying was the right decision as soon as he had made it.

“Jenson and I have been discussing his plans in pri-
vate for the past few weeks, and the fact that our talks
have led to today’s announcement is very pleasing to
both of us,” said Dennis in the statement.

He explained that McLaren had a termination clause
in Button’s contract that could have been triggered by
the team this year. “Once it became clear from my many
conversations with Jenson that he remained as enthusi-
astic and as committed and as focused as ever, that
option immediately became an irrelevance,” continued
the boss.

“That being the case, Jenson will race for McLaren-
Honda next year, under the terms and conditions as set
out in the two-year contract that both parties entered
into a year ago.”

Button’s continuation means he will join Michael
Schumacher and Brazilian Rubens Barrichello as the only
drivers to start 300 grands prix. —Reuters

McLaren confirm Jenson

Button to race on in 2016

Malaysia’s Chia takes 

early lead in Taipei
TAIPEI: Malaysia’s Danny Chia took the early lead during the
opening round of Mercuries Taiwan Masters yesterday after
finishing with a five-under-par 67. 

Chia, the highest ranked Malaysian on the Official World
Golf Rankings, finished one shot ahead of India’s Rashid Khan
at the Taiwan Golf and Country Club’s Tamsui course in Taipei.  

The 42-year-old credited the day’s fair conditions for card-
ing two eagles and two birdies during the opening round of
the four-day tournament. 

“I am very pleased with how I played,” he said. “I have
played a lot of times on this course and today’s playing condi-
tions has got to be one of the best so far.” 

The tournament’s youngest player, 16-year-old Phachara
Khongwatmai , ended the day tied for third. The young Thai
holds the record of being the youngest winner on the Asian
Development Tour.  

“My putting was superb today,” said Phachara. “I played in
the morning and it was not so windy so it was an advantage.”  

Meanwhile, Taiwan’s Pan Cheng-tsung, who is playing for
the first time on his home turf since turning professional in
June, finished the round tied for seventh place along with five
other contenders. 

Brief scores (par 72)
67 -Danny Chia (MAS)
68 -Rashid Khan (IND)
69 -Phachara Khongwatmai (THA), Siddikur Rahman (BAN).
70 -Arnond Vongvanij (THA), Liang Wen-chong (CHN).
71 -Mithun Perera (SRI), Yeh Wei-tze (TPE), Chan Yih-shin

(TPE), Boonchu Ruangkit (THA), Pariya Junhasavasdikul
(THA), Pan Cheng-tsung (TPE).  —AFP

CHASKA: (L-R) Broadcaster Damon Hack, Davis Love
III  (US Ryder Cup Captain) and Darren Clarke
(European Ryder Cup Captain) are pictured togeth-
er on the set of Morning Drive on Golf Channel prior
to the 2016 Ryder Cup Captains’ Press Conference
at Hazeltine National Golf  Club in Chaska,
Minnesota. —AFP


