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The defining films of 

Matt Damon

Since earning his career breakout with Good Will Hunting in 1997, Matt Damon has won an Academy Award, worked for
some of the finest directors (and alongside some of the most talented actors) in Hollywood, and proved his mettle as a
dramatic actor, gifted screen comic, and steely action hero. In honor of his latest starring role, in Ridley Scott’s The Martian

this weekend, take a look rifle through the Damon filmography and take a closer look at the most definitive entries. 

COURAGE UNDER FIRE (1996) 
Think you’re committed to your job? Try being Matt Damon in preparation for Courage
Under Fire. For his role as Specialist Ilario, Damon dropped 40 pounds, adopting a gru-
eling training regimen that had him running miles a day and subsisting on a diet con-
sisting of little more than cigarettes and coffee. It was not, as you might imagine, a
decision popular with Damon’s doctors - or, more importantly, his body, which
required no small amount of medical repair after shooting ended. But all’s well that
ends well, and Edward Zwick’s Rashomon-style Gulf War drama. 

GOOD WILL HUNTING (1997)  
Before you even opened this list, you probably knew this would be here. And for good
reason: Good Will Hunting is not only the massive left-field success that launched Damon
and his pal/co-writer Ben Affleck into the Hollywood stratosphere, it’s a smart, tenderly
written tale of the ways love and friendship can help build a bridge between the memo-
ries that haunt us and the futures we dream of. With empathetic direction from Gus Van
Sant, beautiful music from Danny Elfman and Elliott Smith, and an Oscar-winning sup-
porting performance from Robin Williams, Good Will Hunting was the kind of film that
played equally well to the art house and cineplex crowds - and the kind of story that
makes you feel good about loving movies. 

ROUNDERS (1998)  
Between Good Will Hunting and The Rainmaker, Damon had a pretty good 1997, and
seemed poised to continue his winning streak with 1998’s Rounders, a gambling drama
about a law student whose efforts to give up high-stakes backroom poker in order to
appease his girlfriend (Gretchen Mol) are complicated by the arrival of a ne’er-do-well
buddy (Edward Norton) who needs his help to making enough scores to pay off a massive
debt owned by a local mobster (John Malkovich). In spite of a nifty premise and a cast
loaded with young Hollywood up-and-comers, Rounders went bust at the box office,
although it’s since gone on to acquire something of a cult status on the home market (and
rumors of a sequel even made the rounds a few years ago). 


