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There was wind, there was rain but all anyone really cared about
was looking at the stars as filmmakers from Asia and beyond
gathered in South Korea last night for a Bollywood-flavored

launch of the 20th Busan International Film Festival. Fans donned
plastic jackets and braved the final remnants of Typhoon Dujuan as
they took up positions in the stands along the red carpet laid outside
the Busan Cinema Centre in the South Korean port city. The stars did
not disappoint them with the likes of Chinese actress Tang Wei, and
Masami Nagasawa of Japan, braving what had threatened to become
a decidedly slippery surface.

Festival co-director Kang Soo-Yeon paid tribute to the resilience of
those who had gathered, both inside and out. “It’s windy and rainy
but so many people have come here today. It shows the passion you
all have for cinema,” she said. Hollywood veteran Harvey Keitel was
another of the festival’s marquee guests to greet fans tonight, along-
side some of the Asian filmmakers who credit BIFF with helping intro-
duce them to the world, including Chinese director Feng Xiaogang,
and Hong Kong’s Johnnie To.

BIFF’s Asian Filmmaker of the Year Award this year was presented
to Japan’s Studio Ghibli and its chairman, producer Suzuki Toshio,
took the honors on behalf of the animation masters, founded by
director Hayao Miyasaki and responsible for the likes of the Oscar-win-
ning feature “Spirited Away” (2001). The event styles itself as the most
influential of its kind in a region enjoying stellar growth in box-office
receipts and increasing clout in the global movie market. BIFF’s found-

ing mission was to celebrate the global reach of cinema and champi-
on the cause of the industry in Asia, and yesterday’s opening ceremo-
ny was aimed at reflecting its success in reaching those goals.

Extremely humbled
The main feature yesterday was the world premiere of debut

Indian director Mozez Singh’s “Zubaan”-a coming-of-age drama
about a young Sikh who finds his way in life through music. It was the
first time a Bollywood offering has opened BIFF. “What I wanted to say
with my film is that in order for you to reach your own dreams, you
have to learn to be yourself,” said Singh. Hosting duties for the open-
ing ceremony were shared between South Korean actor Song Kang-
Ho and Afghan actress Marina Golbahari.

With the weather worsening, workers had toiled overnight to pre-
pare both the Busan Cinema Centre and the city’s Haeundae beach,
where many of the festival’s events are held. These include “Open
Talks” with the stars and, for the first time this year, a “Casting Board”
event aimed at introducing up-and-coming Asian acting talent to
international filmmakers. Singh said he felt “extremely humbled” that
his film was given the opportunity to open the festival on its 20th
birthday. “This is a super platform for any filmmaker and I wish all of us
luck and the opening of many exciting new cinematic doors,” he
said.—AFP

(From left) South Korean actor Lee Kwang-Soo, actress
Park Bo-Young and actor Lee Chun-Hee pose on the
red carpet for the opening ceremony of the Busan
International Film Festival (BIFF).

South Korean actress Park So-Dam walks on the red carpet for the
opening ceremony of the Busan International Film Festival (BIFF).

From left, Indian director Mozez Singh, actress Sarah Jane Dias, actor Vicky Kaushal, actor Raaghav Chanana, producer Shaan
Vyas and music composer Ashutosh Phatak and producer Guneet Monga pose after a press conference for the Busan
International Film Festival opening movie ‘Zubaan’ in Busan, South Korea, yesterday. — AP

Fans brave the rain for Busan film 
festival’s Bollywood-style launch

Kate Winslet keeps her
Oscar in the bathroom

Where’s the best place to show off your Oscar?
According to Kate Winslet it’s where she keeps hers,
the bathroom. Six Academy Awards nominations

later, the 39 year-old star finally netted the Oscar in 2009 for
“The Reader,” winning Best Actress. After much thought,
Winslet decided the optimal place for the coveted award to
reside would be in her bathroom. In an interview with WSJ
Magazine, she made a very compelling argument as to why
that’s the best place for the award.

“The whole point is for everybody to pick it up and go, ‘I’d
like to thank my son and my dad’-and you can always tell
when someone has, because they’re in there a little bit
longer after they flushed,” Winslet said. “They’ll come out
looking slightly pink-cheeked. It’s hysterical.” Winslet can be
seen next in Aaron Sorkin and Danny Boyle’s “Steve Jobs”
releasing Oct 23. — Reuters

Sheeran, ‘Orange is the New
Black’s’ Ruby rose to host
MTV Europe Music Awards

Ed Sheeran and “Orange is the New Black” actress Ruby Rose
will host the MTV Europe Music Awards. The pair made the
announcement via social media on Wednesday morning.

Sheeran Instagrammed the news that he would be hosting. Soon
after, Rose tweeted a fantastical promotional photo announcing
that she would join Sheeran as co-host of the “cute and badass
show.” Nominees for this year’s EMAs include Sheeran, Taylor
Swift, Kendrick Lamar, Ellie Goulding, Shawn Mendes and many,
many more. Fans can cast their votes in categories including
Biggest Fans, Best World Stage and Best Collaboration.

In addition to his massive radio success, Sheeran will be
appearing on the smallscreen this fall on FX’s “The Bastard
Executioner.” He also starred in a concert special for NBC in
August. Rose made a splash with her role on season 3 of Netflix’s
“Orange is the New Black” over the summer, which earned her
the title of “girl crush” with many “OITNB” viewers. She can next
be seen in “Resident Evil: The Last Chapter.” The EMAs will go
down in Milan on Oct 25. — Reuters

File photo shows Kate Winslet attends the premiere for
‘The Dressmaker’ at the Toronto International Film
Festival  in Toronto. — AP


