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BEIJING: Chinese journalist Liu Hu poses for a portrait as he stands outside the detention center where he
was held. —AP

BEIJING:  Journalist Liu Hu says that once he
was detained by police the pressure for him to
confess was unrelenting. They told him that,
unless he confessed, he would stay behind
bars longer and his wife would abandon him.
They cajoled him, deprived him of sleep, and
kept him away from lawyers and relatives.
They even recruited fellow inmates to per-
suade him to admit his guilt in accusations
that he had deliberately spread falsehoods
and stirred up trouble online.

“Under such circumstances, most people
will give in and admit their guilt,” said Liu,
who spent almost a year in detention and
only recently had his name cleared when
prosecutors decided not to bring any charges
against him. In an interview with The
Associated Press, Liu recounted how the
police - in cooperation with the Chinese
state’s propaganda machine - try to draw out
confessions and then air them on state televi-
sion to shame suspects and sway public per-
ceptions ahead of their trials.

Although a clear violation of Chinese law,
the tactics have become popular since 2013
under the sanction of authorities eager to
shape public opinion. Police coerce the con-
fessions, which are filmed and made to
appear voluntary, and then are aired on
China’s main state broadcaster CCTV.  There
have been at least 17 cases of televised con-
fessions in the past two years.

Crackdown cranked up 
The first batch of people targeted were blog-

gers such as Chinese-American investor Charles
Xue, who had a broad audience and made a
habit of reposting articles questioning food and
environmental safety. He was accused of using
prostitutes and his televised confession includ-
ing details of hiring several prostitutes at the
same time. Since then, journalists, social activists
and rights lawyers have appeared in such tele-
vised confessions as the Communist Party-led
government cranks up its crackdown on speech
and civil society.

Public support for the defendants typically
wanes following such televised comments, and
only a few voices linger to question the legitima-
cy of the confessions. A written request to the
Ministry of Public Security for comment on
these alleged police practices was not
answered. Chinese laws forbid coercion of con-
fessions, but human rights groups and victims
say the practice - and even the use of physical
torture - is common.

Prominent journalist Gao Yu, now serving a
seven-year prison term for leaking state secrets,
was shown on state television confessing in
2014, but she later told a court that the police
forced the confession by holding her son
hostage.

“Police transcripts show Gao Yu was warned
to cooperate with police or she would cause
troubles for her loved ones,” her lawyer Shang

Baojun said. The court rejected the confession
but still convicted Gao, in a case widely believed
to be punishment for Gao’s outspokenness.
Peter Humphrey, a British man convicted of ille-
gally obtaining information and later released
on medical grounds and deported from China,
said Chinese authorities withheld medical treat-
ment for his prostate problems to pressure him
to make his televised confession in 2013. “Prison
officers deliberately obstructed my access to
appropriate medical attention, for my prostate
and other health problem,” Humphrey said in an
interview with the Guardian newspaper.

12 hour interrogation
Liu, the journalist, was taken from his home

in the southwestern city of Chongqing in
August 2013 after he blew the whistle on sever-
al corrupt officials in postings on social media.
“Police came to me and asked me to cooperate
with them, and told me to repeat back to them
the words they would say to me. But I’m not
very good at copying others,” said Liu, who was
conditionally released last year but had his
name cleared only this month.

“They told me my conviction was a foregone
conclusion but it would be up to me how long I
would stay in prison,” Liu recalled. “They told me
that my wife would run away with somebody
else if I was in prison for a long time. They tried
to scare me by suggesting my career and family
were on the line.” —AP

China journalist refuses to 

confess despite pressure
17 cases of televised confessions in two years

SYDNEY: Ousted Australian leader
Tony Abbott conceded yesterday
that his decision to award Britain’s
Prince Philip a knighthood, which
sparked a huge public and political
backlash, was “injudicious”. Abbott-a
London-born staunch monarchist
who lost his job as prime minister in a
party coup two weeks ago-was heavi-
ly criticized for bringing back the
knights and dames honors list in
March last year.

He faced further ridicule, including
from MPs within his own conserva-
tive Liberal Party, when he decided in
January to award the Duke of
Edinburgh the Order of Australia.
“Obviously, it was an injudicious
appointment, obviously,” Abbott told
Melbourne radio station 3AW.
“Interestingly though, it prompted
me to put all awards in the Order of
Australia into the hands of the
Council of the Order and that’s prob-

ably what should have happened
from the beginning.”

He would not respond to a ques-
tion on whether Queen Elizabeth II
had asked for the honor to be award-
ed to her husband. At that time, the
knighthood gaffe piled pressure on
Abbott-who was already slipping in
the polls-and a month later he faced
the first of two party-room efforts to
topple him. Malcolm Turnbull was
successful in the second attempt in

mid-September.  In contrast to
Abbott, 60-year-old Turnbull is a
vocal republican and is reportedly set
to dump knights and dames from the
honors list. The multi-millionaire for-
mer barrister and banker,  who
entered public life when he chaired
the Australian Republican Movement
during a 1999 referendum on the
monarchy, is expected to be support-
ed in cabinet with a proposal to
remove the royal titles. —AFP

Dumped PM Tony Abbott admits knighting mistake

Thai court 

suspends jailterm

over royal offense
BANGKOK: A Thai court has handed a rare suspended jail
term to a man convicted for royal defamation, his lawyer
said yesterday, as prosecutions under the controversial law
surge in the junta-ruled nation.  It is the first suspended sen-
tence in a lese majeste case under the military regime,
according to a local legal body, in a country where the
monarchy is shielded by some of the toughest royal defama-
tion legislation in the world.

Niran Yaowapa was found guilty Tuesday of posting a
fake report about the health of Thailand’s revered but ailing
King Bhumibol Adulyadej, 87, on the website of an ultra-roy-
alist local broadcaster in February.  But the court showed
leniency as Niran, 50, deleted the post “within 10 minutes”,
his lawyer Suwat Apaipakdi told AFP, reducing by half and
then suspending an initial five-year sentence. “The court said
Niran is not that old so still has an opportunity to contribute
to the country,” Suwat added. 

Prosecutions under the archaic law have skyrocketed
since Thailand’s military-the self-designated protectors of
the monarchy-seized power in a coup in last year. Critics say
the legislation has been politicized, noting that many of
those sentenced in recent years have been linked to the
“Red Shirt” street movement, which supports fugitive former
premier Thaksin Shinawatra.  Niran, whose employer the
broadcaster ASTVManager is known for its anti-Shinawatra
stance, told AFP yesterday that he “respected” the court’s
decision. Thailand’s long-running political conflict broadly
pits a Bangkok-based middle class and royalist elite, backed
by parts of the military and judiciary, against rural and work-
ing-class voters loyal to Thaksin.  His younger sister Yingluck
Shinawatra’s government was ousted following months of
street protests culminating in last year’s coup.

Surprise decision 
Since grabbing power, the junta has stepped up online

patrols for perceived royal insults. In a record sentence last
month, a Thai court jailed a 48-year-old-man for 30 years for
“insulting” the monarchy on Facebook, drawing severe inter-
national condemnation including from the United Nations.
Younger Thais have also not escaped the law.  In February a
23-year-old student and an activist, 26, were jailed for two-
and-a-half years for lese majeste over their roles in a satirical
play set in a fictional kingdom. The suspended sentence this
week has come as a “surprise” to iLaw, a local group that
monitors arrest figures. “This is the first time the military
court has suspended a prison sentence for someone con-
victed under the lese majeste law,” it said in a statement on
its website. On October 19 another man, a Red Shirt activist,
faces trial for sharing the same post, according to iLaw.

Anyone convicted of insulting the king, queen, heir or
regent faces up to 15 years in jail on each count in Thailand,
where Bhumibol is revered by many Thais as a near-deity.
Both local and international media routinely self-censor
when covering issues related to the royal family as even
repeating details of charges could break the law.

ASTVManager was launched by Sondhi Limthongkul,
who also founded the royalist “Yellow Shirt” street move-
ment opposed to the Shinawatras, who have directly or
through their proxies won every election since 2001. They
are loathed by the royalist elite who accuse them of wide-
spread corruption and subverting the kingdom’s political
status quo. —AFP


