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BEIJING: A fresh explosion rocked a southern
Chinese town yesterday, one day after 17
parcel bombs killed at least seven and
wounded scores in the same district, state
media reported. The latest blast occurred in
the early morning in a residential building in
Liucheng, a rural county of the Guangxi
region, the official Xinhua news agency
reported.

The six-storey building, near a local high-
way administrative bureau in Liucheng, the
county seat, caused “some damage” accord-
ing to local media reports, and Xinhua
reported “bricks scattered around” the explo-
sion site. There were no injuries immediately
reported, according to China National
Radio’s blog site CRI.

The radio station quoted a local resident
who said he was shaken awake by the blast
and “thought there was an earthquake”.  The
latest unrest comes one day after 17 parcel
bombs exploded at multiple locations in

Liucheng county, including government
offices, on Wednesday.

Police said Wednesday they were treating
the blasts as a “criminal case” but ruled out a

“terrorist act”. A 33-year-old local suspect had
been arrested, authorities said, providing no
immediate explanation regarding a possible
motive. The explosions, which also hit a

prison, a train station, a hospital and a shop-
ping centre, were apparently placed in
express delivery packages, Xinhua said.

Photos showed portions of multi-storey
buildings gutted and collapsed, and streets
littered with glass, bricks and other debris.
Wednesday’s explosions came on the eve of
China’s national day, the start of a week-long
holiday during which many government
offices and businesses close. 

In recent years, several disgruntled Chinese
citizens have bombed local government
offices and public places to try to draw atten-
tion to their grievances. In 2013 a man set off a
series of home-made bombs packed with ball
bearings outside a provincial government
headquarters in northern China, killing at least
one person and wounding eight. Xinhua said
at the time he sought to “take revenge on soci-
ety”. Liucheng, near the Vietnam border is
home to about 400,000 people and is one of
China’s poorest regions.  — AFP 

Fresh blast rocks southern Chinese town: State media

KATHMANDU: Nepal feels like it is being
choked. It’s running out of gasoline. Medical
supplies are becoming scarce. All because of
an unofficial economic blockade imposed by
neighboring India from where Nepal gets
almost all its essential supplies. Many
Nepalese believe that India has been retaliat-
ing against their government since Sept 20,
when it approved a new constitution seen by
New Delhi as discriminatory to an ethnic
Indian community - the Madhesi - living in
Nepal’s border districts. For months as
Nepalese lawmakers were debating the draft
constitution, these areas witnessed violent
protests by the Madhesis during which at
least 45 people were killed. Hours after the
constitution was passed by an overwhelming
majority of lawmakers, the violence escalated.

Soon after, Indian trucks - which trundle
daily across the borders, through the plains
and up Nepal’s hills toward the capital,
Kathmandu - stopped. While 100 or so trucks
crossed over on Wednesday, more than 1,000
were left waiting at the border with ship-
ments including medicine, gasoline, cooking

fuel and produce going to rot. By yesterday
afternoon, nothing more had moved.
Authorities in both India and Nepal assure
they are working through their difference and
that supplies will resume soon. But neither
side can say when that might be.

Victims of violence 
“Why is India imposing a blockade against

us? Don’t we have the right to draft our consti-
tution?” asked Nirmala Rai, a school teacher
who participated in a demonstration near the
Indian Embassy in Kathmandu on Monday.
Officially there is no blockade, and India says
truckers are simply afraid to enter Nepal and
end up as victims of the violence. But Nepal’s
government says Indian security personnel are
not allowing cargo trucks to cross the border.

The small, landlocked Himalayan nation
depends on its giant neighbor to the south
for all of its oil and most of its trade.
Historically the two majority-Hindu nations
have been close allies, sharing an open border
crossed regularly by more than 3 million
Nepalis who hold jobs in northern India. But

Nepal has also felt ignored by India in recent
years. And India has been unnerved by
China’s growing influence in the country,
which India considers to be within its sphere
of influence. The two Asian giants deployed
their largest-ever foreign aid interventions fol-
lowing Nepal’s devastating earthquakes earli-
er this year.

Shortly after taking office last year, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi made a much-publi-
cized visit to Kathmandu - the first by an
Indian prime minister in 17 years. Two years
earlier, China’s premier at the time, Wen
Jiabao, had passed through. But the warmth
generated from India’s recent overtures
appears to have chilled, and an irritated
Nepal pushed back against what it saw as
coercive diplomacy. Nepal was nonplussed
by India’s displeasure with the constitution,
expressed by New Delhi a day after the doc-
ument’s approval. The Indian foreign min-
istry said New Delhi had “consistently argued
that all sections of Nepal must reach a con-
sensus on the political challenges con-
fronting them.” — AP 

Anti-India anger in Nepal,
essential supplies dry up

More than 1,000 trucks still at border 

BIRGUNJ: In this Thursday, Sept 24, 2015 file photo, Nepalese oil tankers and commercial trucks stand strand-
ed near a gate that marks the Nepalese border with India. — AP  

GUANGXI: Spectators stand at the scene of an explosion in Liucheng county. — AP 

Indonesia
hopes for rain
to douse smog 

JAKARTA: Indonesia is hoping for rain to help extinguish
forest fires that have been smoldering for weeks, shroud-
ing parts of Southeast Asia in thick smog, a government
official said on Thursday. For years, the region has suf-
fered annual bouts of smog, caused by slash-and-burn
farming in Indonesia’s northern islands of Sumatra and
Kalimantan, but governments’ efforts to tackle the prob-
lem have failed.

A lengthy dry season in Indonesia this year has been
worsened by the El Nino weather effect, making it harder
to contain the fires in the absence of rains that usually
arrive in November. Indonesia has already spent millions
and deployed thousands of firefighters and several
water-bombing planes in its efforts to put out the fires,
the official, Willem Rampangilei, told reporters.

“The fires can only be put out by rain and water-
bombing, so it needs time,” said Rampangilei, the head
of Indonesia’s national disaster management agency.
“We are hoping by the end of October or early
November, the haze problem will be resolved.” The
agency had previously hoped to put out the fires, which
are often blamed on smallholders or plantation compa-
nies, by mid-October.

Growing pollution from the smog has disrupted
flights and forced school closures in neighbouring
Singapore and Malaysia, while thousands of people on
the two Indonesian islands are reported to be battling
respiratory diseases. Indonesia has faced criticism from
neighbours and green groups for not doing enough to
prevent the fires, which cause millions of dollars worth of
damage to health and the environment every year.

It has repeatedly turned down assistance from
Singapore, which has offered water-bombing equipment
and personnel to help put out the fires. Indonesian offi-
cials, including Vice President Jusuf Kalla, have repeated-
ly said they have enough resources to handle the crisis,
with Kalla adding that neighboring countries should be
grateful for clean air provided by Indonesia’s rainforests
outside the haze season.

Rampangilei said Indonesia had the crisis under con-
trol. “We are very grateful but everything is under control
and there is progress,” he said, when asked why the gov-
ernment would not accept foreign assistance. The envi-
ronment ministry says it is taking legal action against
four companies and is investigating about 200 more.
Singapore, where commuters have taken to wearing
protective face masks, has urged Asia Pulp & Paper Co
Ltd to check if subsidiaries and suppliers have links to the
forest fires. The firm has said it will cooperate. — Reuters 


