
RICHMOND, Virginia: A scheduled court
hearing for a Virginia inmate’s challenge of
the drugs the state plans to use to put him
to death was canceled Wednesday, and an
order temporarily blocking Alfredo Prieto’s
execution remained in place.

US District Court Judge Anthony Trenga
had set a hearing in Alexandria for 2 pm yes-
terday after Prieto’s attorneys asked the
court to stay the 49-year-old’s execution
until officials disclose more information
about the supply of pentobarbital that they
obtained from Texas.

But the hearing was canceled late
Wednesday after Trenga approved the
state’s request to transfer the case to

Richmond. An order granted Wednesday
that temporarily prevents the state from car-
rying out the execution remained in place.
The state had been planning to execute
Prieto at 9 pm yesterday, but it was unclear
whether that would happen. A spokesman
for Attorney General Mark Herring said that
the case has been assigned to Judge Henry
Hudson but as of Wednesday evening no
hearings had been scheduled.  Hudson
could rule on the matter without holding a
hearing or throw out the case and lift the
order.

Prieto’s attorneys are seeking informa-
tion about the supplier of the drugs, tests
confirming its sterility and potency and doc-

uments showing that the drugs were prop-
erly handled. The El Salvador native was on
death row in California for raping and mur-
dering a 15-year-old girl when DNA evi-
dence linked him to the 1988 slaying of a
young couple in Virginia. Authorities say he
has been linked to several other murders in
both states but he was never charged
because he had already been sentenced to
death.

Prieto’s attorneys, Rob Lee and Elizabeth
Peiffer, said the lack of information about
the execution drugs puts the state at risk of
carrying out a cruel and painful execution.
Texas allows prison officials to shield where
they get execution drugs and Prieto’s attor-

neys say Virginia officials have not provided
that information. The Associated Press filed
a public records request for the names of
the manufacturers and the suppliers of the
drugs, but the documents show only that
the drugs were provided by the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice.

Texas prisons spokesman Jason Clark
told AP last week that the three vials of pen-
tobarbital given to Virginia were legally pur-
chased from a compounding pharmacy,
which he declined to name. 

Virginia will substitute the pentobarbital
for midazolam that it intended to use
because its supply of that  sedative expires
Wednesday. —AP

Court hearing on drugs in Virginia execution canceled
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WASHINGTON: Republican US presidential
frontrunner Donald Trump has said that he
would send thousands of Syrian refugees
back to their home country if he is elected in
2016. Trump argued that Syrians coming into
the US may include members of the Islamic
State group, also known as ISIS or ISIL. He also
said Syrians should be “fighting for their coun-
try” rather than leaving.

His tough talk stands in stark contrast to a
large outpouring of assistance, refuge and
sympathy by many countries in Europe for
Syrians fleeing the nation’s brutal civil war. 

It is Europe’s worst migration crisis since
World War II. Trump’s remarks to CNN on
Wednesday came just hours after Russian
warplanes began air raids in Syria. It was
Russia’s first military engagement outside the
former Soviet Union since the 1979 occupa-
tion of Afghanistan. “Look, if Russia wants to
go in there, would have been nice if we went
in as a unified front, to be honest,” Trump said.
He warned of a “big migration” of 200,000
people into the United States as a result of the
conflict.

It was not immediately clear where he got
the figure of 200,000. The US government has
pledged to take in at least 10,000 Syrian
refugees over the coming year.

“We’re not going to accept 200,000 people
that may be ISIS,” Trump said.

“We have no idea who they are, no idea
where they come from. I’m just telling you
right now, they may come in through the
weakness of (President Barack) Obama, but
they’re going out if I become president. “They
are going back to Syria, whether it’s safe zones
or whatever but they’re going back to Syria.”

‘Fighting for their country?’ 
Trump added: “You know, when you look

at the migration, there’s so many men and
there’s so many men that look strong to me.
“Why aren’t they fighting for their country?”
he asked. Trump has made immigration a key
issue headed into next year’s presidential
elections, from his perch at the top of the
Republican field. When he announced his
candidacy in June, Trump said Mexico is send-
ing rapists and other criminals across the bor-
der into the United States, and he proposed
building a wall along the frontier.

The comment infuriated the large Latino
community in the United States, whose sup-
port is key to win the election. Trump’s latest
remarks on Syria also seem to contradict his

own past comments, when he suggested earli-
er this month that the United States should in
fact let in Syrian refugees for humanitarian rea-
sons. Washington and its allies blame President
Bashar al-Assad for the mayhem in Syria, where

four years of bloodshed have killed more than
240,000 people, and fueled the massive out-
flow of desperate refugees.  Russia argues,
however, that the West should support Assad
in his fight against jihadists. — AFP

I will send Syrian refugees 

home if elected: Trump
‘Refugees may also include IS members’

WASHINGTON: The US Supreme Court yes-
terday agreed to consider whether Iranian
funds worth $1.75 billion must be turned
over to families of the victims of the 1983
bombing of a US Marine Corps barracks in
Beirut. The high court agreed to hear an
appeal filed by Bank Markazi, the Iranian cen-
tral bank. The bank is contesting a July 2014
ruling by the New York-based 2nd US Circuit
Court of Appeals, which said the money, cur-
rently held in a trust account in New York,
should be handed over.

The money would be used to pay off a
$2.65 billion judgment the victims’ families
won in a US court against Iran in 2007. The
families accused Iran of providing material
support to Hezbollah, the Shiite Muslim mili-
tant group that carried out the attack that
killed 241 US servicemen. The lawsuit was
filed in 2010 after the US Treasury

Department uncovered the funds at Citibank,
part of Citigroup Inc. The high court’s action
comes at a delicate time in American-Iranian
relations, with the United States and other
world powers in July reaching an agreement
to curb Iran’s nuclear program in exchange
for lifting economic sanctions.

The legal question was whether a 2012
law passed by the US  Congress that specifi-
cally addressed the funds at issue in the dis-
pute violates the US Constitution by dictating
the outcome of a court case. The bank also
says the appeals court ruling violates a 1955
US-Iran treaty. The Obama administration
had urged the court not to take up the case.
The court will hear oral arguments and
decide the case in its new term, which begins
next week and ends in June 2016.  The case is
Bank Markazi v. Peterson, US Supreme Court,
No 14-770. — Reuters

US top court to hear Iran CB

appeal of $1.75 billion judgment

Ukraine to pull out

small-caliber weapons

from war-torn east

MINSK: Ukrainian government forces will pull out small-caliber
weapons from the war-torn east in two days’ time if the cease-fire
holds, the defense minister said yesterday. A military conflict between
government forces and Russia-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine
erupted in April 2014, leaving more than 8,000 people dead and 2 mil-
lion displaced. Russia, Ukraine and the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe on Tuesday agreed on the withdrawal of tanks
and other weapons from the front line, with rebel leaders in Donetsk
and Luhansk signing on to the agreement on Wednesday. The deal
reached Tuesday in Minsk, Belarus, by the so-called Contact Group
calls for tanks, artillery and mortars up to 120 mm to be pulled back at
least 15 kilometers (9 miles) from the front line. 

The withdrawal is expected to take 39 days. Ukrainian Defense
Minister Stepan Poltorak said yesterday that Kiev will pull out all small
caliber weapons on Saturday if the ongoing cease-fire holds. A
February deal calling for a pullback of large-caliber artillery has been
largely observed. “We are working to prepare the withdrawal,”
Poltorak said. “Ukraine insists that we are complying with all provi-
sions of the Minsk accords.”

The leaders of Russia, Ukraine, France and Germany, who negotiat-
ed the February agreement, are meeting in Paris on Friday to try to
push forward a political settlement for eastern Ukraine.

Speaking at a televised meeting at the Kremlin yesterday, Putin
blamed Kiev for flaunting the peace agreement, saying that Ukraine
has failed to adopt an amnesty law and negotiate with the rebels on
how to hold local elections in the east. Still, he sounded hopeful
before Friday’s talks. “It’s a long way before the crisis is resolved, but
there are indications that give hope that it can be dealt with,” he said.
A French diplomatic official who asked not be identified because he
wasn’t authorized to speak publicly said yesterday that France sup-
ports autonomy for the east as long as it stays part of Ukraine. The offi-
cial also said that Paris would speak out for lifting the sanctions if the
peace accords are fulfilled.

Ukraine has recently adopted a bill devolving powers to the
regions, which attracted the ire of nationalists who thought it was a
concession for the separatists. Rebels in their turn were unhappy with
the proposed reform, saying that it did not envisage autonomy for
them. — AP

KEENE: Republican presidential candidate, businessman Donald Trump speaks
during a campaign stop on Wednesday in Keene, NH. — AP

KIEV: Priests of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Kiev
Patriarchate take part in a tactical medical exercise in Kiev
yesterday before heading to the east of the country as
army chaplains. — AFP


