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KOCH, South Sudan:  On paper, the war is
over in South Sudan, after rivals signed a
peace deal to end 21-months of violence
that left tens of thousands killed. But here
in the swamps of Koch in the northern bat-
tleground state of Unity, the political deal
means little in lands where fighting, rape
and the burning of homes has not stopped,
worsening hunger levels already bordering
on famine. “We came to receive food,” said
mother-of-seven Nyaluak Gai, aged 24,
waiting in lines of hundreds of people for
aid handouts from the UN World Food
Programme, WFP.

“We search for water lilies and wild
plants for food,” Gai told AFP, saying that
the aid rations will last a short time, and she
must then go back to gathering grass to fill

the bellies of her children. Gai is a widow:
Her husband was killed in a civil war
marked by widespread atrocities on both
sides, and in which civilians have borne the
brunt of the fighting. Both sides are
accused of having perpetrated ethnic mas-
sacres, recruited and killed children and
carried out widespread rape, torture and
forced displacement of populations to
“cleanse” areas of their opponents.

Starving to death 
A year ago famine was averted only

after a huge intervention by aid agencies.
Now aid agencies warn that while some
areas are improving as crops ripen, other
areas where war has forced the people to
flee into remote swamps are on the edge

of disaster. The UN Food and Agriculture
Organization  (FAO) warns of “isolated cas-
es of starvation” in parts of Unity and Upper
Nile states-once the country’s main oil pro-
ducing states, now the epicentre of vio-
lence-which it lists as “one of the  world’s
worst humanitarian and food security situ-
ations.”

Parts of both states are already classi-
fied as being one step short of famine,
according to the last technical assessment
made in April. “Their conditions are likely to
have deteriorated further,” FAO said in its
latest report this month.

Lack of basic road infrastructure in
South Sudan means that food often has to
be airdropped or delivered by river barge
to reach needy people uprooted by fight-

ing. The village of Koch is now in govern-
ment hands, but surrounding villages are
held by rebels, although UN aid workers
have now managed to deliver aid after four
months of war blocked access. “We see
very high rates of malnutrition, food inse-
curity is high, [there are] water sanitation
and health issues,” WFP country chief Joyce
Luma said on a recent visit.

Many of the thousands who have fled
here are living in basic shelters with small
pieces of plastic sheeting to keep off rain.
Some aid has arrived, but the people are
still struggling.

“The houses were all burnt,” said Rhusia
Nyalou, a 37-year old mother of eight. “The
fighting goes on, the cows were all taken,
life is not good here.” —AFP

Starvation and war: South Sudan’s ‘peace’ deal in action

DUBAI: Loyalist Yemeni troops and Gulf
Arab forces seized the Bab Al-Mandab Strait
connecting the Red Sea and the Gulf of
Aden from Houthi fighters, reasserting con-
trol over the strategic sea lane, a govern-
ment spokesman said yesterday.

Residents reported air strikes and shelling
by warships in support of a ground push
toward the area but could not immediately
confirm that the strait had fallen.

“In a large-scale military operation
launched today, Yemeni government, resist-
ance and coalition forces liberated the Bab
Al-Mandab Strait and Mayun island with the
goal of safeguarding this key sea route,”
Rajeh Badi told Reuters by telephone from
the southern port city of Aden.

Six months of war in Yemen has raised
concern over the security of oil supplies
through the Bab al-Mandab Strait, a main
thoroughfare for vessels heading for the
United States and Europe from the Gulf and
from Asia. More than 3.4 million barrels of oil
per day passed through the strait in 2013,

according to the U.S. Energy Information
Administration.

A military coalition led by Saudi Arabia
intervened in the civil war in Yemen in late
March to restore its exiled government,
forced out by the Iranian-allied Houthis, and
contain what Gulf Arab states see as
Tehran’s growing influence in their back-
yard.

The Houthi movement denies any sup-
port from Iran and described its seizure of
the capital Sanaa in September last year and
the Bab Al-Mandab Strait along with other
parts of the country as a nationwide revolu-
tion against corrupt officials in the thrall of
the West.

The coalition has made some gains in the
fighting against the Houthis, capturing Aden
in July and making some advance in the oil-
producing Marib province, east of Sanaa.

The Yemeni government has returned to
Aden after local fighters, backed by the
Saudi-led coalition drove the Houthis out of
the city.

MAIN SANAA-HODEIDAH ROAD CUT
In the western part of the country, resi-

dents said that air strikes by the Saudi-led
coalition have destroyed a main bridge link-
ing the Red Sea city of Hodeidah and Sanaa,
effectively cutting transportation links
between the country’s main sea port and the
capital.

Pro-coalition Yemeni media said the
destruction of the Aqd Asfara bridge, some
20 km (12 miles) west of Sanaa, is part of the
Arab alliance’s efforts to cut supply routes to
the Houthis ahead of any ground advance on
the capital. But residents say the move is like-
ly to aggravate the humanitarian situation in
most of the country. Ground fighting and
coalition air strikes have killed more than
5,400 people in Yemen, according to the
United Nations, and exacerbated widespread
hunger and suffering. More than 150 coali-
tion troops and some 30 civilians have also
been killed by attacks by the Houthis and
troops loyal to former President Ali Abdullah
Saleh, who is allied with the group. —Reuters

Yemeni, Saudi forces retake 
strategic Red Sea strait 

UAE soldier dies of injuries sustained in August

SANAA: Yemenis stand around a crater reportedly caused by air strikes carried out by the Saudi-led coalition
in the capital Sanaa yesterday. —AFP

Syria can’t be left 
to choose between 

Assad and IS: Erdogan
ANKARA: Syria cannot be forced to choose between President
Bashar Al-Assad and “terrorist groups” like the Islamic State (IS)
organisation, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said yester-
day. Erdogan-who has always rejected cooperation with Assad as
a solution in  the fight against IS-was addressing the Turkish par-
liament as Russia launched air strikes in Syria in support of the
regime. “The people of Syria cannot be left to choose between
the regime that massacres them and terrorist organizations,”
Erdogan told the parliament.  A vocal critic of the Assad and his
regime, Turkey has repeatedly called  for his ouster and is backing
rebels fighting to overthrow the president. Russia, by contrast,
backs Assad and insists he must be involved in any solution.  In
his speech, Erdogan refrained from explicitly referring to Russia’s
latest actions. But he said: “I hope the recent developments will
help solve this problem which has been lingering for almost five
years.” “We will not give our consent to terrorist organisations
who throw their weight in our country or in our region no matter
what their name is,” said Erdogan. Prime Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu also said this week that Turkey would work with all
countries, including Russia, to find a political solution in Syria that
would ultimately see Assad leave power.

Turkey is home to more than two million Syrian refugees and
claims it has thus far spent $7.5 billion dealing with them, often
accusing the European Union for failing to share the burden. “By
hosting over two million Syrian and Iraqi brothers for four years,
Turkey has saved the honour of humanity,” Erdogan said.

“We do not have a right to leave our brothers to die in the
Mediterranean or expose them to cruelty along borders or at
train stations as some European countries do,” Erdogan said.
Erdogan said Turkey’s open-door policy for people fleeing con-
flicts would remain intact and lashed out at European response
to the migrant tragedy, saying setting up barbed wire or boost-
ing security measures cannot be solutions.  The Turkish president,
who is due to hold talks with EU leaders next week, also repeated
Ankara’s commitment to becoming a European Union member
state, which he said was based on a “win-win” strategy. “I believe
that a new page will be opened,” in Turkish-EU relations “built on
objective criteria,” he added. —AFP

ANKARA: MPs and ministers (back) applaud as
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left) deliv-
ers a speech during the first parliament session
after a summer recess in Ankara yesterday. —AFP


