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By Muna Al Fuzai

In Milano, last Wednesday, September
30, Expo Milano 2015   hosted celebra-
tions for the National Day of Kuwait. I

know you would claim that this is not really
the exact day for the national day which is
in February . True. But the Expo Milano has
its own rituals to allow participating coun-
tries to celebrate their national days during
the expo as an opportunity for the public

to learn more about the culture and history of each state. It also
helps bring the officials of both countries together to represent
cooperation  and enhance friendship.  After all that is one of the

objective of every gathering whether for business or  pleasure. 
The celebrations started at the Expo Centre at 11am with the

usual flag-raising ceremony and national anthems. The Kuwaiti
delegation was headed by Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah, Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs, who deliv-
ered a speech alongside several high ranked Italian representa-
tives and a representative of the Italian premier during the wel-
coming ceremony, before the  musical break with the KTV band.
Another visit to the Kuwait pavilion was made afterward.

Sheikh Mohammed Al Mubarak mentioned that water, agri-
culture and energy are some of the biggest challenges that
Kuwait faces and needs to overcome to ensure a better quality of
life aligned with sustainability. 

I was proud to listen to Sheikh Mohammad’s words. A well

written speech which presented  Kuwait’s history as both a coun-
ty that has offered much even when it only had little (before the
discovery of oil). He explained how the Kuwaiti people were unit-
ed to build their modern Kuwait today,  appreciated the role of
HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah A-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
as humanitarian leader and the significant role of the Kuwait
Fund in development projects around the world. 

A performance by “pearl divers” was the last point for the
National Day. The celebration was over. But not the marks we
leave behind between Kuwait and Italy. I believe the Expo Milano
is a grand success for all participants and not only the host coun-
try. Italy is a true friend and we are proud of that. Our gathering
was a great interpretation for the bond we hold. Thank you Italy
for all your efforts. 
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