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Seeking new heights

Kuwaiti skydiver and base jumper
Mohammed Al-Rifai, 30 during a recent
dive. —Photo courtesy Mohammed Al-Rifai
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By Ben Garcia

What do you do when you run out of
cash and need money urgently?
The usual suspects to seek help

from are family and friends, or the banks. But
what if these are not an option? Some peo-
ple turn to dubious channels or loan sharks
in desperation, but there is another way to
access some cold, hard cash - collaborative
lending. A cooperative or chit fund is a sys-
tem of saving and lending that is wide-
spread in many communities, mostly
amongst friends, neighbors, coworkers and
other close-knit groups. 

Under this system, participants’ money is
pooled and distributed daily, weekly or
monthly by an appointed leader, depending
on how they agreed. On the due date, each
member is required to pay the agreed
amount (the due dates are also known as
paydays). The funds collected will be given
to one of the members, who will get the
whole amount. This cycle continues until all
the members have received their share. 

“I ran out of cash recently. I usually bor-
row money from friends, but it was the mid-
dle of the month and they had already spent
half of their salaries and could not spare any-
thing. I also could not borrow money from
the banks at short notice, so I thought of
solving the problem quickly by setting up a
co-op,” Nellie, a Filipina executive secretary,
told Kuwait Times. 

“I needed a big amount at that time

because there were some emergencies back
home, so instead of borrowing a big amount
from a few people, I decided to borrow a
small amount from many. I borrowed KD 35
from 20 people, which solved my KD 700
money problem right away. They all agreed
to the system, and would get the same
amount on the due date. Thank God they all
had more than KD 30 in their pockets!” she
exclaimed. 

Here’s how the system works: 
Nellie borrowed KD 35 each from 20 of

her coworkers. She told them she needed

the amount first so she would get the full KD
700. To make it easier for everybody, she
said she would hold a draw to decide the
next person who will get the full KD 700
amount. Every month, all 20 workers were
obliged to give KD 35 until they completed
the cycle, at the end of which every one of
the members received KD 700.  

Risks
The cooperative system helps in solving

immediate money problems temporarily.
“All 20 members of my group received the
same amount after 20 months. We repeated

this with smaller numbers of participants but
with larger amounts. This has now become a
tradition in the company,” Nellie said. 

But this kind of saving system, just like
any other financial service, heavily relies on
trust and is prone to fraud. Teresa needed a
big amount for her child’s tuition fee due in
August. One of her colleagues suggested
joining the co-op to get the amount she
needed. She approached the co-op group
leader and was accepted, as one of the
members had backed out. Her turn was
exactly in August that year. “I was to be the
second to last to get the full amount. But on
my turn to get the money, the member who
was due to collect last had a death in the
family, so I had to give way. I accepted my
fate because I could wait for a month,”
Teresa recalled. “The next month, two of the
members were terminated while on vaca-
tion. Since they owed money to the compa-
ny, all of their indemnities were forfeited. I
was disappointed because it meant minus
two shares and other members would not
cover the deficit,” she explained.

Nevertheless, such schemes are thriving
because they help participants save and
enable them to access a much bigger
amount of money in one lump sum. They
can also help individuals in saving money for
a planned holiday, for example, or bigger
expenses during the year. But when mem-
bers refuse or avoid contributing to the pot
after they have already received their
respective shares, the problem begins. 

Potluck banking 
‘Money saving coops offer unsafe, short term solution to saving’

The cooperative system helps in

solving immediate money problems

temporarily  but there are risks. This

system relies heavily on trust, lacks

any official government oversight

and can be prone to fraud. 
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By Muna Al Fuzai

In Milano, last Wednesday, September
30, Expo Milano 2015   hosted celebra-
tions for the National Day of Kuwait. I

know you would claim that this is not really
the exact day for the national day which is
in February . True. But the Expo Milano has
its own rituals to allow participating coun-
tries to celebrate their national days during
the expo as an opportunity for the public

to learn more about the culture and history of each state. It also
helps bring the officials of both countries together to represent
cooperation  and enhance friendship.  After all that is one of the

objective of every gathering whether for business or  pleasure. 
The celebrations started at the Expo Centre at 11am with the

usual flag-raising ceremony and national anthems. The Kuwaiti
delegation was headed by Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah, Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs, who deliv-
ered a speech alongside several high ranked Italian representa-
tives and a representative of the Italian premier during the wel-
coming ceremony, before the  musical break with the KTV band.
Another visit to the Kuwait pavilion was made afterward.

Sheikh Mohammed Al Mubarak mentioned that water, agri-
culture and energy are some of the biggest challenges that
Kuwait faces and needs to overcome to ensure a better quality of
life aligned with sustainability. 

I was proud to listen to Sheikh Mohammad’s words. A well

written speech which presented  Kuwait’s history as both a coun-
ty that has offered much even when it only had little (before the
discovery of oil). He explained how the Kuwaiti people were unit-
ed to build their modern Kuwait today,  appreciated the role of
HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah A-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
as humanitarian leader and the significant role of the Kuwait
Fund in development projects around the world. 

A performance by “pearl divers” was the last point for the
National Day. The celebration was over. But not the marks we
leave behind between Kuwait and Italy. I believe the Expo Milano
is a grand success for all participants and not only the host coun-
try. Italy is a true friend and we are proud of that. Our gathering
was a great interpretation for the bond we hold. Thank you Italy
for all your efforts. 

Kuwait’s National Day at Expo Milano
MILAN: Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs, at the Milano Expo Kuwait Pavilion this week. — Kuna 
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By Faten Omar

Alittle bit of encouragement and support
can do wonders and boost a person’s tal-
ents. Take Sara Fadel, who was a kid with
passion for drawing and art. Now 25,
she’s a computer engineer working as an

IT specialist at the Ministry of Public Works - and a
special effects makeup artist in her spare time.

Self taught, Fadel started from zero, and took her
love for drawing to people’s faces. She started work-
ing as a professional special effects makeup artist
three years ago, when she started first her blog, then
made a splash on Instagram. Before that, she was a
regular makeup artist. 

A different way of seeing
People in Kuwait are used to see things in a cer-

tain way - a skull is expected to be black and white -
but Fadel loves to be different and special, that is
why she uses feathers, colored lenses and other
details that can made a skull face look creepier. “I’m
focusing more on small details and have created my
own line of costumes and accessories. Because I wear
the hijab, I found it hard to come up with new looks
for my hair, so I started making crowns to cover my
hair,” she told Kuwait Times.

Transforming her passion for art to makeup began
when she followed a YouTube specialist in this field.
She also loves reading and learning more about spe-
cial effects. “I like to be on YouTube, because you can
be part of the website and get paid for the views you
get. On YouTube, you can also learn new tricks easily.
That’s how I learned a lot about SFX makeup.” Fadel
told Kuwait Times.

The start was not easy for Fadel. “It took me six
hours to make a half dog half Zombie face. Two years
back, I was doing everything on my own - makeup,
accessories and the photo session. But now I have a
professional photographer to shoot me after I finish
my work,” she said. Fadel’s first work was a fantasy

Transforming art 
into special effects

‘Local make up artist takes a different approach to special effects’

Sara Fadel - Photos
courtesy Sara Fadel. 
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play called ‘Coral City’. Fadel did SFX makeup on 10 actors sin-
glehandedly with no assistants, She had no time to make mis-
takes and had only one hour for each person to transform
them into fishes.

Challenges 
“I come from a religious family. My mother did not support

me at first because she thought that this field is not suitable
for girls. But when she saw that I had talent, she allowed me
to post my works on Instagram, so I started to receive orders
and plays to work with,” Fadel told Kuwait Times. “I convinced
her that where I work as a computer engineer, I talk and inter-
act with a lot of men, but I have my limits and this is what I
will also do in my new work.” 

But things were not all that rosy. “I found I had to work at
night almost all the time with no sleep, so I stopped doing
some work and started to work with lighter productions,” said
Fadel. “I worked lately with on the popular movie “Habib Al-
Ard” directed by Ramadan Khasrouh. The film is about Kuwaiti
poet Fayeq Abdul Jaleel, who became a victim during the Gulf
War in 1991, and how he struggled,” she added.

The challenges Fadel faces in Kuwait include having a hard
time finding her make-up materials, and when she does, it is
expensive compared to other countries. SFX makeup artists
can find special effects professional make-up only from
Kryolan and Make Up For Ever, and the rest has to be ordered
online.

Side Job
Despite SFX makeup being her passion, Fadel studied

computer engineering for a living. She is cautious and chose
not to make her SFX makeup work a fulltime job. “To be hon-
est, we see older SFX makeup artists have no jobs now,
because everyone now wants younger people to work hard
with fresh creativity in this field. So I cannot count on only
working as an SFX makeup artist,” she said.

Fadel has her own line of crowns, costumes and special
effects makeup at reasonable prices, and dreams of having
her own store.
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Fearless

in the sky

Kuwaiti 
competes in
international
skydiving,
BASE jumping
competitions

By Nawara Fattahova

AKuwaiti has taken to the extreme sports of sky-
diving and BASE jumping, despite the sports not
having any base in Kuwait. Thirty-year-old
Mohammed Al-Rifai makes around 300-500

jumps a year and is the only Kuwaiti to have taken part in
major championships. 

The sports started as hobby for Rifai in 2010 when he
was studying in the United States. “I liked it and started
practicing it until I became a professional. My first partici-
pation in a championship was in 2013. It’s not a fulltime
job, but it takes much of my time, as I have to travel many
times a year to participate in various championships and
training camps,” Rifai told Kuwait Times. “On average, I
participate in three to five championships every year and
do about 300-500 jumps annually. I just resigned from my
job in the public sector and will now start my own busi-
ness. I have also clinched various titles including the
‘Fearless Kuwaiti of the Year’ award,” he added.

He is the only BASE jumping Kuwaiti, and the first Arab
to participate in a championship. BASE stands for four cat-
egories of fixed objects from which one can jump -
Building, Antenna, Span and Earth. “BASE jumping is para-
chuting or wing-suit flying from a fixed structure or cliff,
starting from 50 meters and higher. In 2013, a jump was
made by a professional from the Hamra Tower, and I hope
we can repeat this event. This sport is more dangerous
than skydiving, and in order to perform BASE jumps, you
have to pass 200 skydiving jumps. In skydiving, we jump
from a plane from 14,000 feet,” explained Rifai.    

Among the best
“I recently participated in the British championship in

Liverpool, the world championship in Greece and jumped
in Malaysia from a tower in Kuala Lumpur. I’m the only Arab
participating in these championships. I ranked 10th in the
international championship in Greece, while the others are
events; at the British championship, they choose the best
50 BASE jumpers in the world, and I was one of them. Also
in Malaysia, they choose the best 100 jumpers every year,
and for the second year I’m one of them,” he said. These
sports are expensive and hard to practice without a spon-
sor. “I have to pay for my tickets, accommodation and a
personal trainer. So I only arrive shortly before a tourna-
ment and don’t get enough training, which of course
affects my results. Hopefully, now I will have more time for
training. Also, the equipment for skydiving and BASE jump-
ing are expensive. It costs me between KD 6,000 to KD
8,000 every year. Every six months, I have to service the
equipment even if I don’t use them, as they have ‘expiry
dates’. Some parts need maintenance after every 100 to
200 jumps. I’m grateful to my sponsors - Kuwait Finance
House, which is my strategic partner, and Cross Fit Club, my
sports sponsor,” stressed Rifai. 

All photos courtsey Mohammed Al-Rifai 
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A finance graduate from University of Tampa in Florida, Rifa
loves extreme sports including drag racing, scuba diving, shark
diving and others. “The members in each of those groups were
practicing other sports too, so they told me about them and I
tried them out. When I got bored as there was no competition, I
tried a new sport, until I found skydiving, which was the most
exciting, and I love it. I don’t think I will get bored of it as there is
no limit to it, and it’s systematically developing. It includes an
adrenaline rush and excitement, and is an extreme sport, which
always offers something new,” enthused Rifai.

Safety first
Rifai is lucky not to have been involved in any serious acci-

dents. “I always care about safety first, especially since this is only
a hobby. For instance, I postpone my jump if weather conditions

are bad, or don’t jump if the place is not suitable. I always do my
homework before jumping to avoid getting hurt. But I have wit-
nessed people getting injured during a BASE jump or skydive
many times,” he pointed out.

There are no special exercises or training for skydiving or BASE
jumping, but a person should be fit as weight plays a role. “There
is a special parachute for each weight. The jumper should be over
18 years old and should not weigh more than 100 kg,” Rifai said.
In skydiving, a person jumps from a plane from 14,000 feet. “The
free fall takes between one to three minutes depending on the
suit before the parachute opens, then between 10 to 20 minutes
depending on the parachute. Those who don’t want to get a
license can try it and jump for fun with an instructor, which is
called tandem. Skydiving is easier as the parachute has room to
open in any direction, with a spare one too, and the jumper can
handle the situation. In BASE jumping, if the parachute doesn’t
open in the correct way and in the right direction, the jumper
may hit a bridge or building. This has happened, and that’s why
they should pass 200 skydiving jumps so they have enough expe-
rience,” he noted. 

Local limits
Till date, Rifai has participated in over 10 international champi-

onships. He is planning to organize a BASE jumping champi-
onship in Kuwait, although it’s a difficult task. “It’s not easy to
hold such an event here as we face problems getting approval
from the building. I’m working on it since more than a year. There
are about 60 skydivers in Kuwait and we submitted an application
to the Public Authority for Youth and Sports to set up a club three
years ago, but we haven’t received a response yet. We need an
official club in Kuwait so we are able to participate internationally,
as there are some championships that we can’t participate in
unless we have a club. We also aim to start skydiving activities in
Kuwait,” he added.

Rifai is grateful that his family supports him, and his wife even
encourages him and accompanies him on his trips to various
championships. Also, during Kuwait’s National Day, he has flown
with the flag of Kuwait in Spain, Netherlands, US, UAE, Norway
and Switzerland. He has also skydived with the largest Kuwaiti
flag. “To do this, I underwent special training. I also created the
Kuwaiti flag from colored smoke with two others, as I always aim
to come up with new ideas for the National Day. This year I’m
working on a new, innovative concept that has never taken place
before - it will be a surprise,” Rifai concluded.       

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2015
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High humidity to 
continue Friday

KUWAIT: High humidity is expected to continue in Kuwait
today and may go down on Saturday with the possibility of a
temperature increase, said a weather forecast official yester-
day. Head of Kuwait weather forecast department,
Mohammad Karam said that humidity was at 95 percent in
some areas of Kuwait due to southeastern winds. The current
humid and hot weather will continue throughout Friday with
high temperatures reaching between 40 to 42 degrees, said
Karam, adding humidity will hopefully go down by Saturday;
however, the temperature will remain high. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) will take part in sponsoring the
Science and Technology in Society forum
to be held in Kyoto, Japan, from October
4-6. The event will discuss the role of tech-
nology in the production of shale oil.

In a statement released yesterday, KPC
noted that the forum will also discuss
international diplomatic cooperation,
engineering, types of smart cities, the
challenges facing renewable energy and
the role of technology in developing soci-

eties. Top international companies will
participate in the event, including Saudi
Aramco, Qatar Foundation for Education,
Science and Community Development,
Toyota, Toshiba electronics among others,
the statement added.  —KUNA

KPC to co-sponsor science, 
technology forum in Japan

Severe heart attacks 
rates down in Kuwait

KUWAIT: The death rates resulting from severe heart attacks
is down to less than two percent thanks to the national heart
attack prevention program, said a Kuwait Health Ministry offi-
cial here yesterday. 

Dr. Khaled Al-Sahlawi, Undersecretary at the Ministry of
Health said the program, using updated methods to prevent
severe heart attacks, had contributed to the improving rates
of treatment. The treatment, taking less than 65 minutes,
helped patients to overcome this health issue, said Dr. Al-
Sahlawi, affirming that a detailed report showcasing the pro-
gram’s results will be issue soon at an international medical
event to be held on October 16-17.

Dr. Al-Sahlawi affirmed that Kuwait was eager to implement
UN development goals within the health field, noting the orga-
nization’s sustainable development plan for 2015-30 included
items focusing on the progress of treatment for heart diseases.
The national heart attack prevention program was launched in
Kuwait in 2013 at several health centers in an effort to decrease
cases of heart attack in the country. —KUNA

Dr Khaled Al-Sahlawi Undersecretary at the Ministry
of Health —KUNA

Education ministry 
distributes tablets

KUWAIT: The Education Ministry said yesterday that it had dis-
tributed tablet devices, containing educational material, to
concerned authorities in preparation for delivery to schools
and then to the hands of students. The purpose of this move is
to help teachers do their job and aid students in their studies,
Education Ministry Undersecretary Haitham Al-Athari said in a
press release. Al-Athari added that these devices will practically
help the education process in general. The official noted that
the ministry will also handle helping the teachers learn how to
use the tablet devices in their teaching process. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The US dollar saw a rise
against other main currencies as
investors await the statement of the US
Federal Reserve Chairman Janet Yellen
on a possible rise in US profits in the
coming months. 

The US dollar was strongly backed
by reports on an increase in con-
sumers’ trust in the US in the past eight
years, reaching 130.0 points last
September, compared to 101.3 points
in August, economic analyst Talal Al-
Wuhaida said yesterday. 

He added that the dollar has recent-
ly risen against the euro by 0.34 per-
cent in the recent exchange, as it was
traded at USD 1.12 euros.  The euro
underwent selling pressure after the
EU announced that the inflation rate
has dropped 0.1 percent last
September, he noted. 

This is the first time where the infla-
tion rate has dropped in the euro zone
within six months, said the analyst,
adding that the unemployment rate in
the EU was unchanged at 1.0 percent
in August.

Al-Wuhaida noted that despite the
rise of the euro due to positive reports,
the currency markets expect negative
results as the European Central Bank is
planning a new quantitative easing
program. 

Meanwhile, he said that the US dol-
lar dropped against the sterling, while
the sterling rose against the dollar by

0.22 percent, traded at USD 1.51.
Moreover, the sterling rose against the
Swiss franc by 0.09 percent, reaching
0.97 franc.

The sterling was backed by reports
on a growth in the GDP by 0.7 percent
in three month until June, while the
British economy grew by 0.4 percent in
Q2 2015, he said. He also mentioned
that the British economy recorded an
annual growth rate of 2.4 percent in Q2

2015, compared to 2.9 percent in Q1 of
the same year. The rise of the US dollar
came in time with a rise in international
stock markets, and reports on a growth
in US private sector jobs, which is gain-
ing profits of 0.75 percent in Q3 2015,
the analyst said. In the same context,
the dollar index which indicates the
rate of the US dollar against the main
currencies has risen by 0.22 percent,
reaching 96.28 points. —KUNA

US dollar rises up main currencies

FMs meet Indian counterpart
on security, economic ties

NEW YORK: The Foreign Ministers of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) member states, including First Deputy Premier
and Foreign Minster Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
held talks with Indian Minister for External affairs Sushma Swaraj
on boosting political, security, and economic cooperation.

The meeting, held on the sidelines of the UN General
Assembly meetings on Wednesday night also touched upon a
host of regional and international issues in addition to the agen-
da of the UNGA session. —KUNA



By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Municipality Public Relations said
that a field campaign in Mahboula with police
support resulted in issuing 11 citations to sev-
eral restaurants in Ahmadi governorate.

Gamblers arrested
Residency Affairs Detectives arrested sev-

eral Asians while gambling in Jleeb. Officials
received information about the group gam-
bling in one of the flats, so it was raided and
the gamblers were arrested in the act.

Fire in boat
Ten people narrowly escaped death when

fire broke out in a rented boat near Shamlan
marina in Sharq. Fire authorities received a

call about a fire on a boat with 10 citizens
and bedoons on board. Sharq, Salmiya and
Hilali sea rescue centers responded and
fought the fire which was the result of faulty
wiring in the engine. The people and board
were rescued by a passing boat, with two
injured. Seven persons of those do not know
how to swim. In another incident, a fire broke
out in a chalet used as an offices near
Shuaiba refinery. Firemen brought it under
control and no injuries were reported.

Iranian drug smuggler caught
A customs officers discovered 60 tablets

suspected of being narcotic hidden inside a
laptop, mouse and flash memory with pas-
senger from Iran. He was sent to Drugs
Control General Department.

Boat fire, gambling den busted
and restaurants monitored
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KUWAIT: Official oil sources said the senior oil sec-
tor management have decided to present its new
investments to the Kuwaiti public as local invest-
ment opportunities, as the third petrochemicals
complex project in Al-Zour area as a company for
general underwriting, reported Al Anbaa. 

That comes within the framework of not having
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation self finance its proj-
ects. This to lessen the burden on the state’s budg-
et that is facing a challenge due to the drop in oil
prices. A semi-public company will be established,
with government ownership and shares available
for foreign investors and shares for citizens, and the
company is to seek a public listing on the Kuwait

Stock Exchange at a later date. The Al Zour petro-
chemicals complex will include the third olefins and
second aromatics plants and will be carried out by
petrochemicals industries companies next to the Al
Zour refinery as part of an integrated complex. 

The estimated budget of the project is nearly
US $10 billion as sources said the technical advisor
is conducting a feasibility study on the merging of
the petrochemicals complex with the refinery,
because the merger is expected to reduce cost and
raise the investment return of the project which
will make the project more attractive. Sources
expected work on building the complex to start in
2017 or 2018. —KUNA

KPC to offer local investors
opportunities in Al Zour

By Athoob Al-Shuaibi

KUWAIT: A group of self-funded Kuwaiti volunteers
flew to Austria to meet with Syrian refugees and
provide a transparent picture of the realities on the
ground there. The team consists of Arwa Al-
Wogayyan, a journalist and activist; Aisha Al-
Sharbati, activist; Khalil Al-Awadhi, photographer;
Abdulrahman Al-Yousef, emergency medical tech-
nician and Att. Mahmoud Al-Qattan. 

The team conducted short interviews with other
volunteers from different countries, many of whom
were also students and volunteers looking to help
Syrian refugees in Europe. In their posts on social
media, the team showed videos of refugees sleep-

ing on sidewalks and train stations, mixed toilets
which have no privacy. They also have found that
the volunteers there need Arabic translators to
facilitate the communication with the refugees. 

On the other hand, they have reported via social
networks the massive amount of material dona-
tions with the presence of the Austrian Red Cross
organization. Both Arwa and Aisha have volun-
teered at the refugee centre to help with transla-
tions. Follow the eye witness team for their latest
updates on Snapchat and Instagram at
@WithRefugees. It is worth mentioning that the
number of refugees registered since the start of the
Syrian crisis in 2011 to the present day is more than
9 million. 

Kuwaitis self-fund trip to
Austria to help Syrian refugees

KUWAIT: Finance Ministry Undersecretary Khalifa
Hamada said the ministry set the price of diesel and
kerosene at 105 fils per liter for the month of
October, adding that the committee restudying the
various types of subsidies will submit its report to
Deputy Premier and Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh
before the end of December. He said the study
must be submitted by the appointed consultant by
the Finance Ministry by the end of November, as
the subsidies committee must submit its final
report before the end of December.

When asked about the types of subsidies that
are being studied by the consultant undersecretary
Hamada said Ernst & Young has been asked to
study all subsidies adding that components of the
study and the implementation plan are not clear
yet. —Al-Anbaa

Subsidies studies 
continue

KUWAIT: A citizen told Naeem police that his
domestic helper stole KD 800 from a safe at his
home and disappeared. The citizen said he dis-
covered the absence of the Filipina helper,
then attempted to call her but the phone was
switched off.

Indian liquor traders busted
Two persons were arrested for selling local-

ly made liquor in the Jleeb area. A security
source said a patrol noticed two Indians in a
rundown car and when approached, one of
the men ran away on foot while the other did
not offer any resistance. The man who fled
was caught and arrested and police found 33
liquor bottles in the car.

Policeman robbed
A policeman at the traffic department told

industrial Shuwaikh police that two thieves
attacked and beat him, then took away his
mobile phone, at his work while guarding traf-
fic motorcycles. The two escaped after the
attack. Capital detectives are working the case.

Coop chief insulted on social media
Jahra police arrested a citizen who insulted

a chairman of a cooperative society over social
media. The chairman complained at Naeem
police station telling them that a person put a
clip on Youtube accusing him of violating
funds of shareholders as chairman of the
board.

Mechanic cheated
An Afghan mechanic accused a citizen of

non-payment of the price of a car engine

and his labor, when he took the car and
escaped. A theft case was lodged at
Fahaheel police station. Detectives are
working on the case. 

Indian rapist sought
Hawally detectives are looking for an

Indian air conditioning technician who
raped a Filipina in her sponsor’s house in
Shuhada area. The Indian went to the house
for air conditioning units maintenance, and
the Filipina was there alone. She called her
sponsor who took her to Zahra police sta-
tion and lodged a case.

Phone shop robbed
Three Syrian brothers forced their way

into a telephone store and stole accessories
then smashed the glass front of the store
before escaping. A citizen went to Salmiya
police station and told them that three
Syrians entered the store and threatened
the two Asian workers, because of disputes
with the owner, and committed the thefts
and damage before escaping. Hawally
detectives are looking for the trio.

Forgery case
An Indian expat was surprised that a

communications company was asking him
for payments, then found out that there
are lines registered in his name without his
knowledge. The Indian went to Fahaheel
police station and told them about what
happened. A forgery case was registered
and given to detectives to identify the
forger. —Al-Anbaa

Maid steals money, flees

Al-Hussein mosque 
imam arrested 

KUWAIT: The public prosecutor issued a
warrant for the seizure of Hussein Al-
Maatouq, imam of Al-Hussein mosque in
the Hawally area. He was brought into
custody by the secretary-general of the
National Islamic Alliance with the neces-
sary background provided by state securi-
ty and charged with preaching sermons
that violated the national unity law.

Earlier this week, Al-Maatouq had four
charges placed against him, this included
spreading false news, instigation and
publication of information that aims at
compromising the social order of the
country, violating laws of national unity
and violating public order. 

KUWAIT: British Ambassador to Kuwait Mathew Lodge signing the book of condolence
at the Iranian Embassy in Kuwait. — Photo  by Yasser Al Zayyat
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This image taken on Wednesday and posted on the Twitter account of Syria Civil Defense, a volunteer search and rescue group, shows the aftermath of an airstrike in Talbiseh, Syria by Russian
forces.—AP

BEIRUT/MOSCOW: Hundreds of Iranian troops
have arrived in Syria to join a major ground
offensive on behalf of President Bashar Al-
Assad’s government, Lebanese sources said
yesterday, a further step in the rapid interna-
tionalization of a civil war in which every major
country in the region has a stake.

Russian warplanes that joined the fight this
week bombed a camp run by rebels trained by
the CIA, the group’s commander said, putting
Moscow and Washington on opposing sides in
a Middle East conflict for the first time since the
Cold War. The US and Russian militaries was to
hold talks later via video link to seek ways to
keep their militaries apart as they wage parallel
campaigns of air strikes in Syria, a US defence
official said.

Russian jets struck targets near the cities of
Hama and Homs in western Syria on the second
day of their surprise air campaign. Moscow said
it had hit Islamic State positions, but the areas it
struck are mostly held by a rival insurgent
alliance, which unlike Islamic State is supported
by US allies including Arab states and Turkey.

Hassan Haj Ali, head of the Liwa Suqour Al-
Jabal rebel group, told Reuters one of the tar-

gets was his group’s base in Idlib province,
struck by around 20 missiles in two separate
sorties. His fighters had been trained by the CIA
in Qatar and Saudi Arabia, part of a program
Washington says is aimed at supporting groups
that oppose both Islamic State and Assad.

“Russia is challenging everyone and saying
there is no alternative to Bashar,” Haj Ali said.
He said the Russian jets had been identified by
members of his group who once served as
Syrian air force pilots. Two Lebanese sources
told Reuters hundreds of Iranian troops had
reached Syria in the past 10 days with weapons
to mount a major ground offensive. They would
also be backed by Assad’s Lebanese Hezbollah
allies and by Shiite militia fighters from Iraq,
while the Russians would provide air support.

“The vanguard of Iranian ground forces
began arriving in Syria: Soldiers and officers
specifically to participate in this battle. They are
not advisers ... we mean hundreds with equip-
ment and weapons. They will be followed by
more,” one of the sources said.

SAME ENEMIES, DIFFERENT FRIENDS
Russia’s sudden decision to join the war with

air strikes on behalf of Assad, as well as the
increased military involvement of Iran, could
mark a pivotal turning point in a conflict that
has drawn in most of the world’s military pow-
ers. With the United States leading an alliance

waging its own air war against Islamic State
fighters,  the Cold War superpower foes,
Washington and Moscow, are now engaged in
combat over the same country for the first time
since World War II.— Reuters

Russia strikes hit IS:  Moscow, Washington wage air war over same country

Iran troops to join Syria war

DUBAI: Iran and Saudi Arabia sought to
tone down a war of words over last week’s
Haj disaster, with Riyadh offering condo-
lences to its regional rival over what Tehran
said yesterday were 464 Iranians killed in
the crush near Makkah.

Saudi and Iranian media said the mes-
sage of sympathy was delivered on
Wednesday at a meeting between the two
countries’ health ministers in the Saudi Red
Sea port city of Jeddah.

“The meeting was positive and the Saudi
Minister announced the King’s condolences

to the Supreme Leader, and the govern-
ment and people of Iran,” Iranian Health
Minister Hassan Ghazizadeh Hashemi was
quoted as saying by state news agency
IRNA. Iran has been vocal in its criticism of
Saudi Arabia for the Sept. 24 disaster at the
annual Muslim pilgrimage, with officials
accusing the kingdom of lack of coopera-
tion over identifying the victims and trans-
ferring their bodies back home. Iranian offi-
cials have alleged the overall total death toll
is more than 1,000. Saudi Arabia has con-
firmed the deaths of 769 people. — Reuters

Iran, Saudi ease tensions 
as Iranian Hajj toll rises
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KOCH, South Sudan:  On paper, the war is
over in South Sudan, after rivals signed a
peace deal to end 21-months of violence
that left tens of thousands killed. But here
in the swamps of Koch in the northern bat-
tleground state of Unity, the political deal
means little in lands where fighting, rape
and the burning of homes has not stopped,
worsening hunger levels already bordering
on famine. “We came to receive food,” said
mother-of-seven Nyaluak Gai, aged 24,
waiting in lines of hundreds of people for
aid handouts from the UN World Food
Programme, WFP.

“We search for water lilies and wild
plants for food,” Gai told AFP, saying that
the aid rations will last a short time, and she
must then go back to gathering grass to fill

the bellies of her children. Gai is a widow:
Her husband was killed in a civil war
marked by widespread atrocities on both
sides, and in which civilians have borne the
brunt of the fighting. Both sides are
accused of having perpetrated ethnic mas-
sacres, recruited and killed children and
carried out widespread rape, torture and
forced displacement of populations to
“cleanse” areas of their opponents.

Starving to death 
A year ago famine was averted only

after a huge intervention by aid agencies.
Now aid agencies warn that while some
areas are improving as crops ripen, other
areas where war has forced the people to
flee into remote swamps are on the edge

of disaster. The UN Food and Agriculture
Organization  (FAO) warns of “isolated cas-
es of starvation” in parts of Unity and Upper
Nile states-once the country’s main oil pro-
ducing states, now the epicentre of vio-
lence-which it lists as “one of the  world’s
worst humanitarian and food security situ-
ations.”

Parts of both states are already classi-
fied as being one step short of famine,
according to the last technical assessment
made in April. “Their conditions are likely to
have deteriorated further,” FAO said in its
latest report this month.

Lack of basic road infrastructure in
South Sudan means that food often has to
be airdropped or delivered by river barge
to reach needy people uprooted by fight-

ing. The village of Koch is now in govern-
ment hands, but surrounding villages are
held by rebels, although UN aid workers
have now managed to deliver aid after four
months of war blocked access. “We see
very high rates of malnutrition, food inse-
curity is high, [there are] water sanitation
and health issues,” WFP country chief Joyce
Luma said on a recent visit.

Many of the thousands who have fled
here are living in basic shelters with small
pieces of plastic sheeting to keep off rain.
Some aid has arrived, but the people are
still struggling.

“The houses were all burnt,” said Rhusia
Nyalou, a 37-year old mother of eight. “The
fighting goes on, the cows were all taken,
life is not good here.” —AFP

Starvation and war: South Sudan’s ‘peace’ deal in action

DUBAI: Loyalist Yemeni troops and Gulf
Arab forces seized the Bab Al-Mandab Strait
connecting the Red Sea and the Gulf of
Aden from Houthi fighters, reasserting con-
trol over the strategic sea lane, a govern-
ment spokesman said yesterday.

Residents reported air strikes and shelling
by warships in support of a ground push
toward the area but could not immediately
confirm that the strait had fallen.

“In a large-scale military operation
launched today, Yemeni government, resist-
ance and coalition forces liberated the Bab
Al-Mandab Strait and Mayun island with the
goal of safeguarding this key sea route,”
Rajeh Badi told Reuters by telephone from
the southern port city of Aden.

Six months of war in Yemen has raised
concern over the security of oil supplies
through the Bab al-Mandab Strait, a main
thoroughfare for vessels heading for the
United States and Europe from the Gulf and
from Asia. More than 3.4 million barrels of oil
per day passed through the strait in 2013,

according to the U.S. Energy Information
Administration.

A military coalition led by Saudi Arabia
intervened in the civil war in Yemen in late
March to restore its exiled government,
forced out by the Iranian-allied Houthis, and
contain what Gulf Arab states see as
Tehran’s growing influence in their back-
yard.

The Houthi movement denies any sup-
port from Iran and described its seizure of
the capital Sanaa in September last year and
the Bab Al-Mandab Strait along with other
parts of the country as a nationwide revolu-
tion against corrupt officials in the thrall of
the West.

The coalition has made some gains in the
fighting against the Houthis, capturing Aden
in July and making some advance in the oil-
producing Marib province, east of Sanaa.

The Yemeni government has returned to
Aden after local fighters, backed by the
Saudi-led coalition drove the Houthis out of
the city.

MAIN SANAA-HODEIDAH ROAD CUT
In the western part of the country, resi-

dents said that air strikes by the Saudi-led
coalition have destroyed a main bridge link-
ing the Red Sea city of Hodeidah and Sanaa,
effectively cutting transportation links
between the country’s main sea port and the
capital.

Pro-coalition Yemeni media said the
destruction of the Aqd Asfara bridge, some
20 km (12 miles) west of Sanaa, is part of the
Arab alliance’s efforts to cut supply routes to
the Houthis ahead of any ground advance on
the capital. But residents say the move is like-
ly to aggravate the humanitarian situation in
most of the country. Ground fighting and
coalition air strikes have killed more than
5,400 people in Yemen, according to the
United Nations, and exacerbated widespread
hunger and suffering. More than 150 coali-
tion troops and some 30 civilians have also
been killed by attacks by the Houthis and
troops loyal to former President Ali Abdullah
Saleh, who is allied with the group. —Reuters

Yemeni, Saudi forces retake 
strategic Red Sea strait 

UAE soldier dies of injuries sustained in August

SANAA: Yemenis stand around a crater reportedly caused by air strikes carried out by the Saudi-led coalition
in the capital Sanaa yesterday. —AFP

Syria can’t be left 
to choose between 

Assad and IS: Erdogan
ANKARA: Syria cannot be forced to choose between President
Bashar Al-Assad and “terrorist groups” like the Islamic State (IS)
organisation, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said yester-
day. Erdogan-who has always rejected cooperation with Assad as
a solution in  the fight against IS-was addressing the Turkish par-
liament as Russia launched air strikes in Syria in support of the
regime. “The people of Syria cannot be left to choose between
the regime that massacres them and terrorist organizations,”
Erdogan told the parliament.  A vocal critic of the Assad and his
regime, Turkey has repeatedly called  for his ouster and is backing
rebels fighting to overthrow the president. Russia, by contrast,
backs Assad and insists he must be involved in any solution.  In
his speech, Erdogan refrained from explicitly referring to Russia’s
latest actions. But he said: “I hope the recent developments will
help solve this problem which has been lingering for almost five
years.” “We will not give our consent to terrorist organisations
who throw their weight in our country or in our region no matter
what their name is,” said Erdogan. Prime Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu also said this week that Turkey would work with all
countries, including Russia, to find a political solution in Syria that
would ultimately see Assad leave power.

Turkey is home to more than two million Syrian refugees and
claims it has thus far spent $7.5 billion dealing with them, often
accusing the European Union for failing to share the burden. “By
hosting over two million Syrian and Iraqi brothers for four years,
Turkey has saved the honour of humanity,” Erdogan said.

“We do not have a right to leave our brothers to die in the
Mediterranean or expose them to cruelty along borders or at
train stations as some European countries do,” Erdogan said.
Erdogan said Turkey’s open-door policy for people fleeing con-
flicts would remain intact and lashed out at European response
to the migrant tragedy, saying setting up barbed wire or boost-
ing security measures cannot be solutions.  The Turkish president,
who is due to hold talks with EU leaders next week, also repeated
Ankara’s commitment to becoming a European Union member
state, which he said was based on a “win-win” strategy. “I believe
that a new page will be opened,” in Turkish-EU relations “built on
objective criteria,” he added. —AFP

ANKARA: MPs and ministers (back) applaud as
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left) deliv-
ers a speech during the first parliament session
after a summer recess in Ankara yesterday. —AFP
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ZAKANY, Hungary: A small gap in coils of newly
laid razor wire is all that remains of the Zakany-
Botovo border crossing between Hungary and
fellow European Union member Croatia, as
Budapest prepares to close off another route for
migrants flocking to Europe.

Heavy machinery is clearing trees and a 3-
metre-high fence is taking shape along the line
of the razor wire. The border, still traversed by
thousands of migrants daily en route to Austria
and Germany, could be sealed in a matter of
minutes, potentially diverting the migrants into
tiny Slovenia or stranding them in Croatia, where
authorities are struggling with the scale of the
influx.

Prime Minister Viktor Orban, who has already
thrown up a fence to shut down the migrant
route over Hungary’s southern border with
Serbia, said last week the closure was imminent,
and speculation is rife that it might follow his
return from the United Nations General
Assembly in New York yesterday.

Border crossings have been fitted with gates
of steel and concrete. At the Zakany train station,
military armoured personnel carriers guard a
train car, one side of which has been covered in
razor wire in what appears to be a replica of the
wagon used to close the main migrant route
from Serbia.

The closure of that stretch of Hungary’s bor-
der saw violent clashes between police firing tear
gas and water cannon and young, male migrants
lobbing stones and smashed concrete.

The European Union is moving ahead with a
plan, opposed by Hungary and several other
eastern, ex-Communist members of the bloc, to
distribute 120,000 refugees, many of them
Syrians, between its members. But that is just a

portion of this year’s influx of migrants, which
the UN refugee agency said yesterday may reach
700,000 and possibly more in 2016, in the great-
est movement of people in Europe since World
War Two.

Orban, one of Europe’s most vociferous
opponents of immigration, says he need not wait
for the fence to be completed before he orders
the crossings closed. Razor wire would suffice.

FAST-FLOWING RIVER
“We need not wait for the completion of the

second layer to order the closure of the green bor-
der,” he told a news conference last week. “We
cannot wait for an as-yet-unborn common
European policy.  Once everyone understands
what the Hungarian intention is and they can pre-
pare that the Serbian-Hungarian border status quo
will extend to the Croatian-Hungarian border, we

will put those rules in effect to enforce EU laws on
border crossing.”

The razor wire runs the length of Hungary’s
border with Croatia, including along sections that
follow the Drava river, a fast-flowing artery that
some migrants may be tempted to swim. Unlike
Hungary, Croatia is not a member of Europe’s
Schengen zone of passport-free travel.

Relations between the two countries have
soured considerably since the migrants began
flowing into Croatia after Hungary shut down their
route from Serbia, reflecting the discord and
recrimination running through the European
Union. Closing the Croatia-Hungary border cross-
ings may force Croatia to transport more migrants
into Slovenia, a former Yugoslav republic of 2 mil-
lion people that says it can manage an influx of
10,000 per day.

It will likely lead to a backlog at Croatia’s east-
ern frontier with Serbia, crossed by thousands
every day in sometimes chaotic and desperate
scenes. Croatian officials have declined to com-
ment on what might happen if or when Hungary
seals the border.

For now, the flow from Croatia into Hungary
and on to Austria is unbroken, efficient even.

Police, ambulance crews and aid workers await
trainloads of migrants on the Croatian side, hand-
ing them bread, water, canned fish and an apple
each before they stride across the bridge over the
Drava. Lines of migrants snake through riverside
shrubs to a gap in the razor wire, where Hungarian
police officers and a waiting train greet them.

Anil Safia, an 18-year-old boxer from
Afghanistan, devoured the bread and fish. “I’m sor-
ry I have to eat while I talk,” he told a reporter, “but
I have not had anything for a day and I need to
maintain my weight, you know.” —Reuters

Migrants face new diversion 
Hungary prepares to seal off Croatia border

A group of Middle-Eastern migrants cross the Hungarian-Croatian border in vil-
lage of Baranjsko Petrovo Selo, near the North-Eastern Croatian town of Beli
Manastir, yesterday while Hungarian military and border police work on rein-
forcing the fence along border line with Croatia. —AFP





RICHMOND, Virginia: A scheduled court
hearing for a Virginia inmate’s challenge of
the drugs the state plans to use to put him
to death was canceled Wednesday, and an
order temporarily blocking Alfredo Prieto’s
execution remained in place.

US District Court Judge Anthony Trenga
had set a hearing in Alexandria for 2 pm yes-
terday after Prieto’s attorneys asked the
court to stay the 49-year-old’s execution
until officials disclose more information
about the supply of pentobarbital that they
obtained from Texas.

But the hearing was canceled late
Wednesday after Trenga approved the
state’s request to transfer the case to

Richmond. An order granted Wednesday
that temporarily prevents the state from car-
rying out the execution remained in place.
The state had been planning to execute
Prieto at 9 pm yesterday, but it was unclear
whether that would happen. A spokesman
for Attorney General Mark Herring said that
the case has been assigned to Judge Henry
Hudson but as of Wednesday evening no
hearings had been scheduled.  Hudson
could rule on the matter without holding a
hearing or throw out the case and lift the
order.

Prieto’s attorneys are seeking informa-
tion about the supplier of the drugs, tests
confirming its sterility and potency and doc-

uments showing that the drugs were prop-
erly handled. The El Salvador native was on
death row in California for raping and mur-
dering a 15-year-old girl when DNA evi-
dence linked him to the 1988 slaying of a
young couple in Virginia. Authorities say he
has been linked to several other murders in
both states but he was never charged
because he had already been sentenced to
death.

Prieto’s attorneys, Rob Lee and Elizabeth
Peiffer, said the lack of information about
the execution drugs puts the state at risk of
carrying out a cruel and painful execution.
Texas allows prison officials to shield where
they get execution drugs and Prieto’s attor-

neys say Virginia officials have not provided
that information. The Associated Press filed
a public records request for the names of
the manufacturers and the suppliers of the
drugs, but the documents show only that
the drugs were provided by the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice.

Texas prisons spokesman Jason Clark
told AP last week that the three vials of pen-
tobarbital given to Virginia were legally pur-
chased from a compounding pharmacy,
which he declined to name. 

Virginia will substitute the pentobarbital
for midazolam that it intended to use
because its supply of that  sedative expires
Wednesday. —AP

Court hearing on drugs in Virginia execution canceled
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WASHINGTON: Republican US presidential
frontrunner Donald Trump has said that he
would send thousands of Syrian refugees
back to their home country if he is elected in
2016. Trump argued that Syrians coming into
the US may include members of the Islamic
State group, also known as ISIS or ISIL. He also
said Syrians should be “fighting for their coun-
try” rather than leaving.

His tough talk stands in stark contrast to a
large outpouring of assistance, refuge and
sympathy by many countries in Europe for
Syrians fleeing the nation’s brutal civil war. 

It is Europe’s worst migration crisis since
World War II. Trump’s remarks to CNN on
Wednesday came just hours after Russian
warplanes began air raids in Syria. It was
Russia’s first military engagement outside the
former Soviet Union since the 1979 occupa-
tion of Afghanistan. “Look, if Russia wants to
go in there, would have been nice if we went
in as a unified front, to be honest,” Trump said.
He warned of a “big migration” of 200,000
people into the United States as a result of the
conflict.

It was not immediately clear where he got
the figure of 200,000. The US government has
pledged to take in at least 10,000 Syrian
refugees over the coming year.

“We’re not going to accept 200,000 people
that may be ISIS,” Trump said.

“We have no idea who they are, no idea
where they come from. I’m just telling you
right now, they may come in through the
weakness of (President Barack) Obama, but
they’re going out if I become president. “They
are going back to Syria, whether it’s safe zones
or whatever but they’re going back to Syria.”

‘Fighting for their country?’ 
Trump added: “You know, when you look

at the migration, there’s so many men and
there’s so many men that look strong to me.
“Why aren’t they fighting for their country?”
he asked. Trump has made immigration a key
issue headed into next year’s presidential
elections, from his perch at the top of the
Republican field. When he announced his
candidacy in June, Trump said Mexico is send-
ing rapists and other criminals across the bor-
der into the United States, and he proposed
building a wall along the frontier.

The comment infuriated the large Latino
community in the United States, whose sup-
port is key to win the election. Trump’s latest
remarks on Syria also seem to contradict his

own past comments, when he suggested earli-
er this month that the United States should in
fact let in Syrian refugees for humanitarian rea-
sons. Washington and its allies blame President
Bashar al-Assad for the mayhem in Syria, where

four years of bloodshed have killed more than
240,000 people, and fueled the massive out-
flow of desperate refugees.  Russia argues,
however, that the West should support Assad
in his fight against jihadists. — AFP

I will send Syrian refugees 

home if elected: Trump
‘Refugees may also include IS members’

WASHINGTON: The US Supreme Court yes-
terday agreed to consider whether Iranian
funds worth $1.75 billion must be turned
over to families of the victims of the 1983
bombing of a US Marine Corps barracks in
Beirut. The high court agreed to hear an
appeal filed by Bank Markazi, the Iranian cen-
tral bank. The bank is contesting a July 2014
ruling by the New York-based 2nd US Circuit
Court of Appeals, which said the money, cur-
rently held in a trust account in New York,
should be handed over.

The money would be used to pay off a
$2.65 billion judgment the victims’ families
won in a US court against Iran in 2007. The
families accused Iran of providing material
support to Hezbollah, the Shiite Muslim mili-
tant group that carried out the attack that
killed 241 US servicemen. The lawsuit was
filed in 2010 after the US Treasury

Department uncovered the funds at Citibank,
part of Citigroup Inc. The high court’s action
comes at a delicate time in American-Iranian
relations, with the United States and other
world powers in July reaching an agreement
to curb Iran’s nuclear program in exchange
for lifting economic sanctions.

The legal question was whether a 2012
law passed by the US  Congress that specifi-
cally addressed the funds at issue in the dis-
pute violates the US Constitution by dictating
the outcome of a court case. The bank also
says the appeals court ruling violates a 1955
US-Iran treaty. The Obama administration
had urged the court not to take up the case.
The court will hear oral arguments and
decide the case in its new term, which begins
next week and ends in June 2016.  The case is
Bank Markazi v. Peterson, US Supreme Court,
No 14-770. — Reuters

US top court to hear Iran CB

appeal of $1.75 billion judgment

Ukraine to pull out

small-caliber weapons

from war-torn east

MINSK: Ukrainian government forces will pull out small-caliber
weapons from the war-torn east in two days’ time if the cease-fire
holds, the defense minister said yesterday. A military conflict between
government forces and Russia-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine
erupted in April 2014, leaving more than 8,000 people dead and 2 mil-
lion displaced. Russia, Ukraine and the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe on Tuesday agreed on the withdrawal of tanks
and other weapons from the front line, with rebel leaders in Donetsk
and Luhansk signing on to the agreement on Wednesday. The deal
reached Tuesday in Minsk, Belarus, by the so-called Contact Group
calls for tanks, artillery and mortars up to 120 mm to be pulled back at
least 15 kilometers (9 miles) from the front line. 

The withdrawal is expected to take 39 days. Ukrainian Defense
Minister Stepan Poltorak said yesterday that Kiev will pull out all small
caliber weapons on Saturday if the ongoing cease-fire holds. A
February deal calling for a pullback of large-caliber artillery has been
largely observed. “We are working to prepare the withdrawal,”
Poltorak said. “Ukraine insists that we are complying with all provi-
sions of the Minsk accords.”

The leaders of Russia, Ukraine, France and Germany, who negotiat-
ed the February agreement, are meeting in Paris on Friday to try to
push forward a political settlement for eastern Ukraine.

Speaking at a televised meeting at the Kremlin yesterday, Putin
blamed Kiev for flaunting the peace agreement, saying that Ukraine
has failed to adopt an amnesty law and negotiate with the rebels on
how to hold local elections in the east. Still, he sounded hopeful
before Friday’s talks. “It’s a long way before the crisis is resolved, but
there are indications that give hope that it can be dealt with,” he said.
A French diplomatic official who asked not be identified because he
wasn’t authorized to speak publicly said yesterday that France sup-
ports autonomy for the east as long as it stays part of Ukraine. The offi-
cial also said that Paris would speak out for lifting the sanctions if the
peace accords are fulfilled.

Ukraine has recently adopted a bill devolving powers to the
regions, which attracted the ire of nationalists who thought it was a
concession for the separatists. Rebels in their turn were unhappy with
the proposed reform, saying that it did not envisage autonomy for
them. — AP

KEENE: Republican presidential candidate, businessman Donald Trump speaks
during a campaign stop on Wednesday in Keene, NH. — AP

KIEV: Priests of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Kiev
Patriarchate take part in a tactical medical exercise in Kiev
yesterday before heading to the east of the country as
army chaplains. — AFP



YANGON: A war of words is being fought
in Myanmar, largely over social media,
between nationalist Buddhist monks and
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s party,
highlighting divisions in the run-up to a
general election on Nov 8. Tin Oo, a found-
ing member of Suu Kyi’s National League
for Democracy (NLD), met prominent
nationalist monk Wirathu in the city of
Mandalay on Wednesday in a bid to ease
the tension as the country prepares for the
historic vote.

Since nearly 50 years of strict military
rule ended in 2011, underlying tensions in
society have arisen and been taken up by
different elements, including nationalists in

the predominantly Buddhist country.
Wirathu is a leading member of the
Committee for the Protection of Race and
Religion, better known as Ma Ba Tha, which
has been stoking anti-Muslim sentiment.

Suu Kyi’s NLD, while mindful of
Wirathu’s arguments which have struck a
chord with many people in Myanmar, has
campaigned against intolerance and some
NLD supporters have been critical of hard-
line monks and their anti-Muslim stance. In
their meeting, Wirathu criticized the NLD
for not distancing itself from comments
critical of monks, according to a video of
their encounter, uploaded on Facebook.

“I know that there are Facebook

accounts using Aung San Suu Kyi’s photos
and NLD flags, saying disrespectful words
and insulting the monks,” Wirathu said.
“The NLD needs to announce that they do
not represent the NLD.” Tin Oo, the 88-
year-old patron of the NLD, was shown
kneeling in front of Wirathu in a traditional
show of respect for monks.

The Ma Ba Tha, which is led by monks,
has emerged as a powerful force and it suc-
cessfully promoted four so-called
Protection of Race and Religion Laws seen
as targeting the Muslim minority and
women. The group is not represented by
any particular political party but it has
questioned candidates and parties that it

believes did not fully support the laws, in
particular the NLD, saying it was failing to
protect the country and Buddhism.

Wirathu said if the NLD distanced itself
from the social media attacks he would act
against Ma Ba Tha supporters attacking
the NLD. He also reiterated his organisa-
tion’s position on reducing the role of the
military in politics, a view shared by the
NLD. But he said it did not support repeal-
ing a section of the military-drafted consti-
tution that blocks Suu Kyi from becoming
president because her late British husband
and two children are not Myanmar citi-
zens, saying that was intended to protect
the country. — Reuters 

Monks, Myanmar oppn Clash on social media 

KUNDUZ: Afghan security personnel walk around a burnt out vehicle near Kunduz city. — AP
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KABUL:  Afghan forces retook control of the
strategic northern city of Kunduz yesterday
after a three-day Taleban occupation that
dealt a stinging blow to the country’s NATO-
trained military. The fall of the provincial cap-
ital, even temporarily, highlights the stub-
born insurgency’s potential to expand
beyond its rural strongholds in the south of
the country.

Afghan forces, hindered by the slow
arrival of reinforcements but backed by limit-
ed US air support, struggled to regain control
of the city after three days of heavy fighting.
But yesterday, troops managed to reach the
centre of Kunduz where the streets were lit-
tered with Taleban bodies, residents told
AFP, adding that fighting was still ongoing in
parts of the city.

“(Afghan) special forces now control
Kunduz City, it is retaken and being cleared
(of) terrorists,” interior ministry spokesman
Sediq Sediqqi said on Twitter, adding that
the insurgents had suffered heavy casualties.
Deputy Interior Minister Ayoub Salangi said
the city had been recaptured after a “special
operation” overnight.

Local residents reported deafening
overnight bombardments, adding that the
Taleban were still resisting Afghan forces in
some parts of the city. But some scenes of
jubilation erupted around the city square
where local residents, who suffered three
days of crippling food shortages, thanked

government troops. “Afghan soldiers took
down the white-and-black Taleban flag in
the city square and hoisted the government
flag,” Kunduz resident Abdul Rahman told
AFP. “The Taleban suffered heavy casualties
last night. Dead bodies are scattered on the
streets, and their supporters are carrying
them out of the city wrapped in white
cloths.”

Security officials said the militants had
slowly infiltrated Kunduz during the recent
Eid festival, launching a Trojan Horse attack
that enabled them to capture it within hours
on Monday. The development coincided
with the first anniversary of Ashraf Ghani’s
national unity government. Marauding insur-
gents seized government buildings and
freed hundreds of prisoners, raising their flag
throughout Kunduz.

The lightning capture of the city sent
thousands of panicked residents fleeing as
insurgents erected checkpoints across the
city and were seen racing vehicles stolen
from the police, UN and Red Cross. Militants
exposed civilians to grave danger by hiding
in people’s houses and conducting door-to-
door searches for Afghan soldiers and gov-
ernment staff, rights groups said.

Expanding insurgency 
The Taleban’s recent gains in Kunduz and

neighboring provinces highlight that a large
and strategic patch of northern Afghanistan

is imperiled by a rapidly expanding insur-
gency. It is also seen as a game-changer for
the fractious militant movement that has
been dogged by a leadership crisis since the
announcement in July of founder Mullah
Omar’s death.

“The Taleban know that they don’t have
the power to retain control of a big city like
Kunduz,” Kabul-based military analyst
Atiqullah Amarkhil told AFP. “But their
takeover, however temporary, shows they
are a force to reckon with before any future
peace negotiations.” Their incursion into
Kunduz, barely nine months after the NATO
combat mission concluded, raised troubling
questions about the capabilities of Afghan
forces as they battle the militants largely on
their own.

It has renewed questions about
Washington’s plan to withdraw most US
troops from Afghanistan next year. Even
after years of training and equipment pur-
chases-on which Washington spent $65 bil-
lion-Afghan forces have been unable to rein
in the ascendant insurgency. The Taleban
stepped up attacks during a summer offen-
sive launched in late April against the
Western-backed government in Kabul.

After years of costly involvement, most
NATO troops pulled back from the front lines
by the end of 2014, although a residual force
of around 13,000 remains for training and
counter-terrorism operations. — AFP

Afghan forces retake control 

of Kunduz away from Taleban

Sharif urges formalized 

Kashmir and India truce 

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
called on Wednesday for cooperation, not confrontation,
with on-and-off foe India and said the two nuclear-armed
countries should formalize a cease-fire in disputed
Kashmir. In an address to the UN General Assembly, Sharif
said cease-fire violations in Kashmir were intensifying,
causing civilian deaths, including of women and children.

“Wisdom dictates that our immediate neighbor refrains
from fomenting instability in Pakistan,” he told the 193-
nation assembly. “The two countries should address and
resolve the causes of tension and take all possible meas-
ures to avert further escalation.” India issued a swift rebut-
tal, accusing Pakistan of claiming to be the primary victim
of terrorism while “in truth, it is actually a victim of its own
policy of breeding and sponsoring terrorists”.

Sharif said he was proposing a new four-point peace
initiative with India, starting with measures that are the
simplest to implement. “One, we propose that Pakistan
and India formalize and respect the 2003 understanding
for a complete cease-fire on the Line of Control in
Kashmir,” Sharif said, referring to the cease-fire line
between India and Pakistan. He called for an expansion of
the UN Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan to
monitor the cease-fire.

The Pakistani president proposed that his country and
India reaffirm that they will not resort to force under any
circumstances and that steps be taken to demilitarize
Kashmir. He also called for an agreement on an uncondi-
tional mutual withdrawal of forces from Kashmir’s Siachen
Glacier region, the world’s highest battleground, where
10,000 to 20,000 Indian and Pakistani troops have faced off
against each other since 1984.

‘Broad range of measures’ 
“An easing of threat perceptions through such peace

efforts will make it possible for Pakistan and India to agree
on a broad range of measures to address the peril posed
by offensive and advanced weapons systems,” Sharif said.
Planned talks between national security advisers from the
neighbors were cancelled last month hours before they
were due to start, dashing hopes the two might tackle the
violence that many fear could one day spark a nuclear
showdown.

India and Pakistan have fought three wars since becom-
ing independent countries in 1947, two of them over the
Himalayan region of Kashmir, which both claim in full but
rule in part. Sharif, elected in 2013, promised to improve
relations with India. But since then domestic troubles have
forced him to cede more control over foreign and security
policy to Pakistan’s more hawkish military.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has taken a hard
line with Pakistan, insisting he is unwilling to discuss other
issues unless Pakistan admits its role in terror attacks in
India. In last month’s cancelled talks, India wanted to only
discuss terrorism-related issues. Pakistan sought a wider
agenda, including the status of Kashmir. India’s Ministry of
External Affairs made it clear that Sharif’s proposal was a
non-starter. “To de-militarize Kashmir is not the answer,”
ministry spokesman Vikas Swarup said in a tweet. “To de-
terrorize Pakistan is.” — Reuters 
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BEIJING: A fresh explosion rocked a southern
Chinese town yesterday, one day after 17
parcel bombs killed at least seven and
wounded scores in the same district, state
media reported. The latest blast occurred in
the early morning in a residential building in
Liucheng, a rural county of the Guangxi
region, the official Xinhua news agency
reported.

The six-storey building, near a local high-
way administrative bureau in Liucheng, the
county seat, caused “some damage” accord-
ing to local media reports, and Xinhua
reported “bricks scattered around” the explo-
sion site. There were no injuries immediately
reported, according to China National
Radio’s blog site CRI.

The radio station quoted a local resident
who said he was shaken awake by the blast
and “thought there was an earthquake”.  The
latest unrest comes one day after 17 parcel
bombs exploded at multiple locations in

Liucheng county, including government
offices, on Wednesday.

Police said Wednesday they were treating
the blasts as a “criminal case” but ruled out a

“terrorist act”. A 33-year-old local suspect had
been arrested, authorities said, providing no
immediate explanation regarding a possible
motive. The explosions, which also hit a

prison, a train station, a hospital and a shop-
ping centre, were apparently placed in
express delivery packages, Xinhua said.

Photos showed portions of multi-storey
buildings gutted and collapsed, and streets
littered with glass, bricks and other debris.
Wednesday’s explosions came on the eve of
China’s national day, the start of a week-long
holiday during which many government
offices and businesses close. 

In recent years, several disgruntled Chinese
citizens have bombed local government
offices and public places to try to draw atten-
tion to their grievances. In 2013 a man set off a
series of home-made bombs packed with ball
bearings outside a provincial government
headquarters in northern China, killing at least
one person and wounding eight. Xinhua said
at the time he sought to “take revenge on soci-
ety”. Liucheng, near the Vietnam border is
home to about 400,000 people and is one of
China’s poorest regions.  — AFP 

Fresh blast rocks southern Chinese town: State media

KATHMANDU: Nepal feels like it is being
choked. It’s running out of gasoline. Medical
supplies are becoming scarce. All because of
an unofficial economic blockade imposed by
neighboring India from where Nepal gets
almost all its essential supplies. Many
Nepalese believe that India has been retaliat-
ing against their government since Sept 20,
when it approved a new constitution seen by
New Delhi as discriminatory to an ethnic
Indian community - the Madhesi - living in
Nepal’s border districts. For months as
Nepalese lawmakers were debating the draft
constitution, these areas witnessed violent
protests by the Madhesis during which at
least 45 people were killed. Hours after the
constitution was passed by an overwhelming
majority of lawmakers, the violence escalated.

Soon after, Indian trucks - which trundle
daily across the borders, through the plains
and up Nepal’s hills toward the capital,
Kathmandu - stopped. While 100 or so trucks
crossed over on Wednesday, more than 1,000
were left waiting at the border with ship-
ments including medicine, gasoline, cooking

fuel and produce going to rot. By yesterday
afternoon, nothing more had moved.
Authorities in both India and Nepal assure
they are working through their difference and
that supplies will resume soon. But neither
side can say when that might be.

Victims of violence 
“Why is India imposing a blockade against

us? Don’t we have the right to draft our consti-
tution?” asked Nirmala Rai, a school teacher
who participated in a demonstration near the
Indian Embassy in Kathmandu on Monday.
Officially there is no blockade, and India says
truckers are simply afraid to enter Nepal and
end up as victims of the violence. But Nepal’s
government says Indian security personnel are
not allowing cargo trucks to cross the border.

The small, landlocked Himalayan nation
depends on its giant neighbor to the south
for all of its oil and most of its trade.
Historically the two majority-Hindu nations
have been close allies, sharing an open border
crossed regularly by more than 3 million
Nepalis who hold jobs in northern India. But

Nepal has also felt ignored by India in recent
years. And India has been unnerved by
China’s growing influence in the country,
which India considers to be within its sphere
of influence. The two Asian giants deployed
their largest-ever foreign aid interventions fol-
lowing Nepal’s devastating earthquakes earli-
er this year.

Shortly after taking office last year, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi made a much-publi-
cized visit to Kathmandu - the first by an
Indian prime minister in 17 years. Two years
earlier, China’s premier at the time, Wen
Jiabao, had passed through. But the warmth
generated from India’s recent overtures
appears to have chilled, and an irritated
Nepal pushed back against what it saw as
coercive diplomacy. Nepal was nonplussed
by India’s displeasure with the constitution,
expressed by New Delhi a day after the doc-
ument’s approval. The Indian foreign min-
istry said New Delhi had “consistently argued
that all sections of Nepal must reach a con-
sensus on the political challenges con-
fronting them.” — AP 

Anti-India anger in Nepal,

essential supplies dry up
More than 1,000 trucks still at border 

BIRGUNJ: In this Thursday, Sept 24, 2015 file photo, Nepalese oil tankers and commercial trucks stand strand-
ed near a gate that marks the Nepalese border with India. — AP  

GUANGXI: Spectators stand at the scene of an explosion in Liucheng county. — AP 

Indonesia

hopes for rain

to douse smog 

JAKARTA: Indonesia is hoping for rain to help extinguish
forest fires that have been smoldering for weeks, shroud-
ing parts of Southeast Asia in thick smog, a government
official said on Thursday. For years, the region has suf-
fered annual bouts of smog, caused by slash-and-burn
farming in Indonesia’s northern islands of Sumatra and
Kalimantan, but governments’ efforts to tackle the prob-
lem have failed.

A lengthy dry season in Indonesia this year has been
worsened by the El Nino weather effect, making it harder
to contain the fires in the absence of rains that usually
arrive in November. Indonesia has already spent millions
and deployed thousands of firefighters and several
water-bombing planes in its efforts to put out the fires,
the official, Willem Rampangilei, told reporters.

“The fires can only be put out by rain and water-
bombing, so it needs time,” said Rampangilei, the head
of Indonesia’s national disaster management agency.
“We are hoping by the end of October or early
November, the haze problem will be resolved.” The
agency had previously hoped to put out the fires, which
are often blamed on smallholders or plantation compa-
nies, by mid-October.

Growing pollution from the smog has disrupted
flights and forced school closures in neighbouring
Singapore and Malaysia, while thousands of people on
the two Indonesian islands are reported to be battling
respiratory diseases. Indonesia has faced criticism from
neighbours and green groups for not doing enough to
prevent the fires, which cause millions of dollars worth of
damage to health and the environment every year.

It has repeatedly turned down assistance from
Singapore, which has offered water-bombing equipment
and personnel to help put out the fires. Indonesian offi-
cials, including Vice President Jusuf Kalla, have repeated-
ly said they have enough resources to handle the crisis,
with Kalla adding that neighboring countries should be
grateful for clean air provided by Indonesia’s rainforests
outside the haze season.

Rampangilei said Indonesia had the crisis under con-
trol. “We are very grateful but everything is under control
and there is progress,” he said, when asked why the gov-
ernment would not accept foreign assistance. The envi-
ronment ministry says it is taking legal action against
four companies and is investigating about 200 more.
Singapore, where commuters have taken to wearing
protective face masks, has urged Asia Pulp & Paper Co
Ltd to check if subsidiaries and suppliers have links to the
forest fires. The firm has said it will cooperate. — Reuters 
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BEIJING: Chinese journalist Liu Hu poses for a portrait as he stands outside the detention center where he
was held. —AP

BEIJING:  Journalist Liu Hu says that once he
was detained by police the pressure for him to
confess was unrelenting. They told him that,
unless he confessed, he would stay behind
bars longer and his wife would abandon him.
They cajoled him, deprived him of sleep, and
kept him away from lawyers and relatives.
They even recruited fellow inmates to per-
suade him to admit his guilt in accusations
that he had deliberately spread falsehoods
and stirred up trouble online.

“Under such circumstances, most people
will give in and admit their guilt,” said Liu,
who spent almost a year in detention and
only recently had his name cleared when
prosecutors decided not to bring any charges
against him. In an interview with The
Associated Press, Liu recounted how the
police - in cooperation with the Chinese
state’s propaganda machine - try to draw out
confessions and then air them on state televi-
sion to shame suspects and sway public per-
ceptions ahead of their trials.

Although a clear violation of Chinese law,
the tactics have become popular since 2013
under the sanction of authorities eager to
shape public opinion. Police coerce the con-
fessions, which are filmed and made to
appear voluntary, and then are aired on
China’s main state broadcaster CCTV.  There
have been at least 17 cases of televised con-
fessions in the past two years.

Crackdown cranked up 
The first batch of people targeted were blog-

gers such as Chinese-American investor Charles
Xue, who had a broad audience and made a
habit of reposting articles questioning food and
environmental safety. He was accused of using
prostitutes and his televised confession includ-
ing details of hiring several prostitutes at the
same time. Since then, journalists, social activists
and rights lawyers have appeared in such tele-
vised confessions as the Communist Party-led
government cranks up its crackdown on speech
and civil society.

Public support for the defendants typically
wanes following such televised comments, and
only a few voices linger to question the legitima-
cy of the confessions. A written request to the
Ministry of Public Security for comment on
these alleged police practices was not
answered. Chinese laws forbid coercion of con-
fessions, but human rights groups and victims
say the practice - and even the use of physical
torture - is common.

Prominent journalist Gao Yu, now serving a
seven-year prison term for leaking state secrets,
was shown on state television confessing in
2014, but she later told a court that the police
forced the confession by holding her son
hostage.

“Police transcripts show Gao Yu was warned
to cooperate with police or she would cause
troubles for her loved ones,” her lawyer Shang

Baojun said. The court rejected the confession
but still convicted Gao, in a case widely believed
to be punishment for Gao’s outspokenness.
Peter Humphrey, a British man convicted of ille-
gally obtaining information and later released
on medical grounds and deported from China,
said Chinese authorities withheld medical treat-
ment for his prostate problems to pressure him
to make his televised confession in 2013. “Prison
officers deliberately obstructed my access to
appropriate medical attention, for my prostate
and other health problem,” Humphrey said in an
interview with the Guardian newspaper.

12 hour interrogation
Liu, the journalist, was taken from his home

in the southwestern city of Chongqing in
August 2013 after he blew the whistle on sever-
al corrupt officials in postings on social media.
“Police came to me and asked me to cooperate
with them, and told me to repeat back to them
the words they would say to me. But I’m not
very good at copying others,” said Liu, who was
conditionally released last year but had his
name cleared only this month.

“They told me my conviction was a foregone
conclusion but it would be up to me how long I
would stay in prison,” Liu recalled. “They told me
that my wife would run away with somebody
else if I was in prison for a long time. They tried
to scare me by suggesting my career and family
were on the line.” —AP

China journalist refuses to 
confess despite pressure
17 cases of televised confessions in two years

SYDNEY: Ousted Australian leader
Tony Abbott conceded yesterday
that his decision to award Britain’s
Prince Philip a knighthood, which
sparked a huge public and political
backlash, was “injudicious”. Abbott-a
London-born staunch monarchist
who lost his job as prime minister in a
party coup two weeks ago-was heavi-
ly criticized for bringing back the
knights and dames honors list in
March last year.

He faced further ridicule, including
from MPs within his own conserva-
tive Liberal Party, when he decided in
January to award the Duke of
Edinburgh the Order of Australia.
“Obviously, it was an injudicious
appointment, obviously,” Abbott told
Melbourne radio station 3AW.
“Interestingly though, it prompted
me to put all awards in the Order of
Australia into the hands of the
Council of the Order and that’s prob-

ably what should have happened
from the beginning.”

He would not respond to a ques-
tion on whether Queen Elizabeth II
had asked for the honor to be award-
ed to her husband. At that time, the
knighthood gaffe piled pressure on
Abbott-who was already slipping in
the polls-and a month later he faced
the first of two party-room efforts to
topple him. Malcolm Turnbull was
successful in the second attempt in

mid-September.  In contrast to
Abbott, 60-year-old Turnbull is a
vocal republican and is reportedly set
to dump knights and dames from the
honors list. The multi-millionaire for-
mer barrister and banker,  who
entered public life when he chaired
the Australian Republican Movement
during a 1999 referendum on the
monarchy, is expected to be support-
ed in cabinet with a proposal to
remove the royal titles. —AFP

Dumped PM Tony Abbott admits knighting mistake

Thai court 
suspends jailterm

over royal offense
BANGKOK: A Thai court has handed a rare suspended jail
term to a man convicted for royal defamation, his lawyer
said yesterday, as prosecutions under the controversial law
surge in the junta-ruled nation.  It is the first suspended sen-
tence in a lese majeste case under the military regime,
according to a local legal body, in a country where the
monarchy is shielded by some of the toughest royal defama-
tion legislation in the world.

Niran Yaowapa was found guilty Tuesday of posting a
fake report about the health of Thailand’s revered but ailing
King Bhumibol Adulyadej, 87, on the website of an ultra-roy-
alist local broadcaster in February.  But the court showed
leniency as Niran, 50, deleted the post “within 10 minutes”,
his lawyer Suwat Apaipakdi told AFP, reducing by half and
then suspending an initial five-year sentence. “The court said
Niran is not that old so still has an opportunity to contribute
to the country,” Suwat added. 

Prosecutions under the archaic law have skyrocketed
since Thailand’s military-the self-designated protectors of
the monarchy-seized power in a coup in last year. Critics say
the legislation has been politicized, noting that many of
those sentenced in recent years have been linked to the
“Red Shirt” street movement, which supports fugitive former
premier Thaksin Shinawatra.  Niran, whose employer the
broadcaster ASTVManager is known for its anti-Shinawatra
stance, told AFP yesterday that he “respected” the court’s
decision. Thailand’s long-running political conflict broadly
pits a Bangkok-based middle class and royalist elite, backed
by parts of the military and judiciary, against rural and work-
ing-class voters loyal to Thaksin.  His younger sister Yingluck
Shinawatra’s government was ousted following months of
street protests culminating in last year’s coup.

Surprise decision 
Since grabbing power, the junta has stepped up online

patrols for perceived royal insults. In a record sentence last
month, a Thai court jailed a 48-year-old-man for 30 years for
“insulting” the monarchy on Facebook, drawing severe inter-
national condemnation including from the United Nations.
Younger Thais have also not escaped the law.  In February a
23-year-old student and an activist, 26, were jailed for two-
and-a-half years for lese majeste over their roles in a satirical
play set in a fictional kingdom. The suspended sentence this
week has come as a “surprise” to iLaw, a local group that
monitors arrest figures. “This is the first time the military
court has suspended a prison sentence for someone con-
victed under the lese majeste law,” it said in a statement on
its website. On October 19 another man, a Red Shirt activist,
faces trial for sharing the same post, according to iLaw.

Anyone convicted of insulting the king, queen, heir or
regent faces up to 15 years in jail on each count in Thailand,
where Bhumibol is revered by many Thais as a near-deity.
Both local and international media routinely self-censor
when covering issues related to the royal family as even
repeating details of charges could break the law.

ASTVManager was launched by Sondhi Limthongkul,
who also founded the royalist “Yellow Shirt” street move-
ment opposed to the Shinawatras, who have directly or
through their proxies won every election since 2001. They
are loathed by the royalist elite who accuse them of wide-
spread corruption and subverting the kingdom’s political
status quo. —AFP
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A model presents a creation by
Manish Arora during the 2016
Spring/Summer ready-to-wear col-
lection fashion show, yesterday in
Paris. — AFP
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There was wind, there was rain but all anyone really cared about
was looking at the stars as filmmakers from Asia and beyond
gathered in South Korea last night for a Bollywood-flavored

launch of the 20th Busan International Film Festival. Fans donned
plastic jackets and braved the final remnants of Typhoon Dujuan as
they took up positions in the stands along the red carpet laid outside
the Busan Cinema Centre in the South Korean port city. The stars did
not disappoint them with the likes of Chinese actress Tang Wei, and
Masami Nagasawa of Japan, braving what had threatened to become
a decidedly slippery surface.

Festival co-director Kang Soo-Yeon paid tribute to the resilience of
those who had gathered, both inside and out. “It’s windy and rainy
but so many people have come here today. It shows the passion you
all have for cinema,” she said. Hollywood veteran Harvey Keitel was
another of the festival’s marquee guests to greet fans tonight, along-
side some of the Asian filmmakers who credit BIFF with helping intro-
duce them to the world, including Chinese director Feng Xiaogang,
and Hong Kong’s Johnnie To.

BIFF’s Asian Filmmaker of the Year Award this year was presented
to Japan’s Studio Ghibli and its chairman, producer Suzuki Toshio,
took the honors on behalf of the animation masters, founded by
director Hayao Miyasaki and responsible for the likes of the Oscar-win-
ning feature “Spirited Away” (2001). The event styles itself as the most
influential of its kind in a region enjoying stellar growth in box-office
receipts and increasing clout in the global movie market. BIFF’s found-

ing mission was to celebrate the global reach of cinema and champi-
on the cause of the industry in Asia, and yesterday’s opening ceremo-
ny was aimed at reflecting its success in reaching those goals.

Extremely humbled
The main feature yesterday was the world premiere of debut

Indian director Mozez Singh’s “Zubaan”-a coming-of-age drama
about a young Sikh who finds his way in life through music. It was the
first time a Bollywood offering has opened BIFF. “What I wanted to say
with my film is that in order for you to reach your own dreams, you
have to learn to be yourself,” said Singh. Hosting duties for the open-
ing ceremony were shared between South Korean actor Song Kang-
Ho and Afghan actress Marina Golbahari.

With the weather worsening, workers had toiled overnight to pre-
pare both the Busan Cinema Centre and the city’s Haeundae beach,
where many of the festival’s events are held. These include “Open
Talks” with the stars and, for the first time this year, a “Casting Board”
event aimed at introducing up-and-coming Asian acting talent to
international filmmakers. Singh said he felt “extremely humbled” that
his film was given the opportunity to open the festival on its 20th
birthday. “This is a super platform for any filmmaker and I wish all of us
luck and the opening of many exciting new cinematic doors,” he
said.—AFP

(From left) South Korean actor Lee Kwang-Soo, actress
Park Bo-Young and actor Lee Chun-Hee pose on the
red carpet for the opening ceremony of the Busan
International Film Festival (BIFF).

South Korean actress Park So-Dam walks on the red carpet for the
opening ceremony of the Busan International Film Festival (BIFF).

From left, Indian director Mozez Singh, actress Sarah Jane Dias, actor Vicky Kaushal, actor Raaghav Chanana, producer Shaan
Vyas and music composer Ashutosh Phatak and producer Guneet Monga pose after a press conference for the Busan
International Film Festival opening movie ‘Zubaan’ in Busan, South Korea, yesterday. — AP

Fans brave the rain for Busan film 
festival’s Bollywood-style launch

Kate Winslet keeps her
Oscar in the bathroom

Where’s the best place to show off your Oscar?
According to Kate Winslet it’s where she keeps hers,
the bathroom. Six Academy Awards nominations

later, the 39 year-old star finally netted the Oscar in 2009 for
“The Reader,” winning Best Actress. After much thought,
Winslet decided the optimal place for the coveted award to
reside would be in her bathroom. In an interview with WSJ
Magazine, she made a very compelling argument as to why
that’s the best place for the award.

“The whole point is for everybody to pick it up and go, ‘I’d
like to thank my son and my dad’-and you can always tell
when someone has, because they’re in there a little bit
longer after they flushed,” Winslet said. “They’ll come out
looking slightly pink-cheeked. It’s hysterical.” Winslet can be
seen next in Aaron Sorkin and Danny Boyle’s “Steve Jobs”
releasing Oct 23. — Reuters

Sheeran, ‘Orange is the New
Black’s’ Ruby rose to host
MTV Europe Music Awards

Ed Sheeran and “Orange is the New Black” actress Ruby Rose
will host the MTV Europe Music Awards. The pair made the
announcement via social media on Wednesday morning.

Sheeran Instagrammed the news that he would be hosting. Soon
after, Rose tweeted a fantastical promotional photo announcing
that she would join Sheeran as co-host of the “cute and badass
show.” Nominees for this year’s EMAs include Sheeran, Taylor
Swift, Kendrick Lamar, Ellie Goulding, Shawn Mendes and many,
many more. Fans can cast their votes in categories including
Biggest Fans, Best World Stage and Best Collaboration.

In addition to his massive radio success, Sheeran will be
appearing on the smallscreen this fall on FX’s “The Bastard
Executioner.” He also starred in a concert special for NBC in
August. Rose made a splash with her role on season 3 of Netflix’s
“Orange is the New Black” over the summer, which earned her
the title of “girl crush” with many “OITNB” viewers. She can next
be seen in “Resident Evil: The Last Chapter.” The EMAs will go
down in Milan on Oct 25. — Reuters

File photo shows Kate Winslet attends the premiere for
‘The Dressmaker’ at the Toronto International Film
Festival  in Toronto. — AP
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Iconic sixties fashion house Courreges made its comeback in
Paris on Wednesday with a new vision of ready-to-wear, pre-
senting a building-blocks collection of 15 designs in 15 differ-

ent materials and colors. The brand that made its mark with Andre
Courreges’s futuristic space-age designs went back to basics 13
years after its last runway show, under new creative directors
Arnaud Vaillant and Sebastien Meyer.

The second day of Fashion Week in the French capital also saw
John Galliano unveil a Japanese-inspired collection for Maison
Margiela, bold patterns from Belgium’s Dries Van Noten and
Carine Roitfeld’s designs for Uniqlo. But all eyes were on Vaillant
and Meyer when they made the unusual move of taking to the
stage before the show to explain their new vision to the public.
“Since our beginning at Courreges we took the notion of simplicity
as a fundamental principle of our creative process,” said Meyer, 26.

“This is why today you will not see like, lots of looks, you will
only see 15 designs in 15 materials and colors.” A basic white
bodysuit was teamed with a series of jackets and waistcoats with
rounded edges, then a series of high-waisted trousers and
miniskirts-one of the brand’s most iconic pieces from the 60s out
of 225 possible looks. Then came a few mini shift dresses. “We
believe that ready-to-wear should express the spirit of ready-to-
live, how we live today,” 25-year-old Vaillant said.

“Women today are very switched-on. If you like your jacket, you
will be delighted to find it in denim for the day, leather at night
and mesh for the weekend-it allows you to switch, project yourself
into different moments.” The outfits were in a palette of bright yel-
low, brick-red, black, beige and blue while Courreges’s love of dif-
ferent textures remained with use of vinyl, leather and suede.

‘Second creative cycle’ 
The last runway show by the fashion house was in 2002. Since

2011, when Andre Courreges, now 92, handed over the reins of
the company to advertising duo Jacques Bungert and Frederic
Torloting, presentations of collections have been by appointment
only. However the appointment of Meyer and Vaillant in May, who
have their own brand, Coperni, took the revival of the brand into a
new phase. “The style, the Courreges brand was so strong, we took
our time to rebuild a platform to allow us to envision the second
creative cycle,” said Bungert, the president of the brand.

“Whenever we want to talk about modernity, we are inspired
by Courreges. And it just so happens the 60s were optimistic and
that resonates today.” Galliano also brought the “DIY” spirit to his
second ready-to-wear collection for Margiela, wrapping a torn
cricket jumper in plastic wrapping and printing paint stains on the
back of a white pleated dress or black coat. Men sported long
dresses and necklines to the navel in his show at the Paris Fashion
Week, a nine-day fashion frenzy that marks the last stop for the
2016 spring/summer womenswear collections after New York,
London and Milan.

The second part of the collection takes inspiration from Japan,
including kimono jackets and belts where bows are replaced with
small bags. But unlike Courreges-and despite the pleas of the pho-
tographers-British designer Galliano did not take to the stage, con-
tinuing the tradition of anonymity started by the brand’s founder,
Martin Margiela. A string quartet accompanied Dries Van Noten’s
show in a huge hangar, where the industrial setting contrasted
strongly with the flamboyant colors and patterns splashed across
the Belgian designer’s creations.

The collection also played with contrast: grey checked
trousers softened a printed pink veil, a strict suit jacket was
teamed with shiny trousers, a top that resembled a second skin
met a sequinned bra. Carine Roitfeld’s collection for Japanese
giant Uniqlo meanwhile reflected her classic sexy-chic style,
with pencil skirts, fake fur jackets, leopard-print silk blouses and
vinyl jackets. — AFP 

Revival of French brand Courreges

Models present creations for Courreges during the 2016 Spring/Summer ready-to-wear collection fashion show in
Paris. — AP/AFP photos
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starts with ‘building-blocks’

Models present creations for Maison Margiela.

Models present creations by Dries Van Noten .
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Models present creations by Manish Arora during the 2016 Spring/Summer ready-to-wear collection fashion show in Paris.
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By Matthew Mead 

I love making grilled gazpacho;
it’s a regular in my summer rota-
tion. But a cold tomato soup

hardly is fit for fall. So I started
thinking about my favorite soups,
wondering which one would bene-
fit from some time on the grill. All
of the sudden, it came to me -
French onion soup! French onion
soup is my favorite meal in a bowl.
It is the first thing I eat when I find
myself in Paris and I order it when-
ever I see it on a restaurant menu.
But up until now, I never have been
happy with the versions I made at
home. With this new grilled recipe,
all that has changed! I no longer
need to cross the pond to have a
great soup.

The soup is all about the broth,
but I rarely have homemade beef
stock on hand, so I needed to create
a version that would compensate
for using a boxed broth. I started by
making one of my signature side
dishes, “forgotten onions.”
Forgotten onions are onions that
are grilled (and forgotten) over indi-

rect heat in their papery skins until
they are deeply caramelized and
almost collapse in on themselves.

This slow grill-roasting intensi-
fies all the sweetness in the onions
and eliminates the sharpness, mak-
ing them something you will want
to eat like a baked potato. To this, I
decided to add roasted garlic to
increase the depth of flavor of the
broth.

Once the onions and the garlic
are grilled, the soup comes togeth-
er quickly. The peeled onions are
sauteed in a little butter and “melt”
into small pieces. The sweet roasted
garlic mixes with the caramelized
onions to create a rich base for the
soup. Add the beef broth and that’s
almost all there is to it! But be fore-
warned, as simple as this soup is,
the smell of it simmering on the
stove will bring everyone running
to the kitchen. It smells that good!

The key to this soup is to make it
a day ahead to give the flavors time
to truly meld. This soup also can be
frozen and reheated, adding the
bread and the cheese topping just
before serving.

Start to finish: 3 hours active (30 minutes active)
Servings: 8
3 large heads of garlic
Olive oil
Salt
4-pound bag sweet onions (7 to 8 large), not peeled
3 tablespoons unsalted butter
1 quart beef stock
1-1/2 tablespoons packed brown sugar
Generous pinch of white pepper, plus more to taste
8 thick slices of French bread, left out to get stale or
dried in the oven
1 pound grated Gruyere or comte cheese

Preparations 
Prepare a grill for medium heat, indirect cooking.

For a charcoal grill, this means banking the hot
coals to one side of the grill and cooking on the
other side. For a gas grill, this means turning off one
or more burners to create a cooler side, then cook-
ing on that side.

Remove the first layer of papery skin from each
head of garlic. Slice off the top 1/2 inch from the
top of each head. Set each head on a large square
of foil, then drizzle with oil and sprinkle with salt.
Loosely wrap the foil up around the garlic, crimping

it to seal. Set on the cooler side of the grill. Add the
onions to the same side of the grill. Cover the grill.

Cook the garlic for 40 to 60 minutes, or until the
cloves are golden brown and soft. Grill the onions
for 60 to 90 minutes, or until the skins are dark and
the sugars have caramelized and blackened. When
the garlic is cooked, remove from the grill and cool.
Open the packets and squeeze the cloves from the
skins and into a small bowl. When the onions are
cooked, remove from the grill and set aside to cool
for 15 minutes.

Meanwhile, in a heavy 6-quart stock pot over
medium heat, melt the butter. Trim the ends off the
onions, then peel and remove the outer skins. Chop
each into large pieces, then add to the butter. Saute
for 5 minutes, stirring occasionally.  Add the
reserved roasted garlic and about 1 teaspoon of
salt. Stir well to combine, then cook for an addition-
al 3 minutes, or until well mixed. The onions will
separate into small pieces and look almost melted.

Add the beef stock, brown sugar and pepper.
Bring to a boil, then reduce heat and simmer for 30
minutes. Taste and adjust seasonings. Let cool, then
refrigerate. The next day, bring soup to a boil for 5
minutes before serving, stirring occasionally. Taste
and adjust seasonings if necessary. Just before serv-

GRILLED FRENCH ONION SOUP
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By Emeril Lagasse

“The slow cooking of the garlic makes this dish
sweet, nutty and creamy,” Emeril Lagasse
writes in his new cookbook, “Essential Emeril.”
‘’Some folks like to cut up a whole chicken, but
I prefer all thighs. They braise well and the
meat stays juicy. 

Preparation 
Heat the oven to 325 F. Heat a large, heavy-
bottomed Dutch oven over medium-high.
When the pot is hot, add the oil. Season the
chicken on both sides with 2 teaspoons salt
and 1 teaspoon pepper. Working in batches so
as to not crowd the pot, sear the chicken, skin
side down, until golden brown, about 6 min-
utes per batch. Brown briefly on the second
side, then transfer the browned chicken to a
plate. Repeat with remaining chicken.

Add the garlic to the empty pot and cook,
stirring, until lightly golden, 1 to 2 minutes.
Add the lemon juice, broth and thyme. Return
the chicken to the pot, nestling the pieces
down into the liquid. Make sure some of the
garlic is sitting on top of the chicken. Bring the
liquid to a boil, cover the pot, then place in the
oven. Cook, stirring once midway to ensure
even cooking, until the chicken is falling-off-
the-bone tender, about 1 hour and 15 minutes.

Transfer the chicken and some of the garlic
to a platter, then cover with foil to keep warm.
Remove and discard the thyme sprigs from the

pot. In a medium bowl, mash together the
flour and butter to form a smooth paste. Slowly
whisk 1/2 cup of the hot juices from the pot
into the paste until smooth, then add this mix-
ture to the pot along with 2 tablespoons of the

parsley. Whisk to combine. Don’t worry if some
of the garlic cloves get smashed; they will help
to thicken and enrich the sauce. Cover and
cook over medium heat until the gravy has
thickened, 10 to 20 minutes longer. Season the

sauce with 1/2 teaspoon salt and 1/4 teaspoon
pepper, or more to taste. Serve the chicken
with the gravy spooned over the top and sprin-
kled with the remaining 1 tablespoon of pars-
ley. — AP 

Chicken 
with 40 cloves of garlic

Ingredients 
Start to finish: 1 hour 45 minutes
Servings: 6
2 tablespoons olive oil
10 to 12 large bone-in chicken thighs (about 5 pounds)
Salt and ground black pepper
40 cloves garlic, peeled (about 3 whole heads)
1/4 cup lemon juice, or to taste
2 cups low-sodium chicken broth
6 sprigs fresh thyme
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
2 tablespoons unsalted butter, room temperature
3 tablespoons chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley
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The defining films of 

Matt Damon

Since earning his career breakout with Good Will Hunting in 1997, Matt Damon has won an Academy Award, worked for
some of the finest directors (and alongside some of the most talented actors) in Hollywood, and proved his mettle as a
dramatic actor, gifted screen comic, and steely action hero. In honor of his latest starring role, in Ridley Scott’s The Martian

this weekend, take a look rifle through the Damon filmography and take a closer look at the most definitive entries. 

COURAGE UNDER FIRE (1996) 
Think you’re committed to your job? Try being Matt Damon in preparation for Courage
Under Fire. For his role as Specialist Ilario, Damon dropped 40 pounds, adopting a gru-
eling training regimen that had him running miles a day and subsisting on a diet con-
sisting of little more than cigarettes and coffee. It was not, as you might imagine, a
decision popular with Damon’s doctors - or, more importantly, his body, which
required no small amount of medical repair after shooting ended. But all’s well that
ends well, and Edward Zwick’s Rashomon-style Gulf War drama. 

GOOD WILL HUNTING (1997)  
Before you even opened this list, you probably knew this would be here. And for good
reason: Good Will Hunting is not only the massive left-field success that launched Damon
and his pal/co-writer Ben Affleck into the Hollywood stratosphere, it’s a smart, tenderly
written tale of the ways love and friendship can help build a bridge between the memo-
ries that haunt us and the futures we dream of. With empathetic direction from Gus Van
Sant, beautiful music from Danny Elfman and Elliott Smith, and an Oscar-winning sup-
porting performance from Robin Williams, Good Will Hunting was the kind of film that
played equally well to the art house and cineplex crowds - and the kind of story that
makes you feel good about loving movies. 

ROUNDERS (1998)  
Between Good Will Hunting and The Rainmaker, Damon had a pretty good 1997, and
seemed poised to continue his winning streak with 1998’s Rounders, a gambling drama
about a law student whose efforts to give up high-stakes backroom poker in order to
appease his girlfriend (Gretchen Mol) are complicated by the arrival of a ne’er-do-well
buddy (Edward Norton) who needs his help to making enough scores to pay off a massive
debt owned by a local mobster (John Malkovich). In spite of a nifty premise and a cast
loaded with young Hollywood up-and-comers, Rounders went bust at the box office,
although it’s since gone on to acquire something of a cult status on the home market (and
rumors of a sequel even made the rounds a few years ago). 
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THE TALENTED MR RIPLEY (1999)  
As conceived by author Patricia Highsmith, Tom Ripley is a deeply unsavory character - a psy-
chopath who uses his natural charm and malfunctioning moral compass as the gateway into
a lavish lifestyle built on lies, theft, and murder. Not the kind of role you’d expect to go to a
wholesome-looking fellow like Matt Damon, in other words - but that’s part of what made
Damon’s performance in Anthony Minghella’s The Talented Mr Ripley so profoundly disquiet-
ing. Capable of communicating bottomless need, desperate rage, and cold calculation in a
single scene, Damon proved his range was far greater than many may had suspected. 

THE OCEAN’S FRANCHISE
The occasional odd cameo aside, it’s generally safe to say Matt Damon is usually the biggest
star in any movie he makes - but the Ocean’s trilogy is a cheerful exception to that rule,
boasting an overstuffed cast full of film stars that includes George Clooney, Brad Pitt, Julia
Roberts, Elliott Gould, Don Cheadle, Catherine Zeta-Jones, Al Pacino, Carl Reiner, and Bernie
Mac... just to name more than a few. As Linus Caldwell, the master pickpocket in the team
of thieves assembled by the impossibly suave Danny Ocean (Clooney), Damon got the
chance to lend comic relief, perform some nifty cinematic thievery, and just generally make
it all look easy while sharing the load with the cast of a lifetime. 

THE BOURNE FRANCHISE
It seems laughable now, but before The Bourne Identity reached theaters, there were a lot of
people who didn’t think Matt Damon had what it took to be a convincing action hero. Those
doubts were quickly erased with director Doug Liman’s sleek, powerful adaptation of the
Robert Ludlum novel - a huge box office hit that was powered with equal parts explosive set
pieces and a solid central performance by its star. As it turned out, Damon had not only the
dramatic chops to realistically portray the fear and confusion of an amnesiac who slowly
begins to realize he’s a lethal assassin, but the physical presence to make audiences believe
he could kill a man with a pen - and launch a franchise that has had filmgoers lining up to fol-
low a global trail of high-speed car chases, conspiracy cover-ups, and hand-held cameras
shakily capturing some truly impressive hand-to-hand combat. 

THE DEPARTED (2006)  
Violent, bleak, and unbearably tense, The Departed earned director Martin Scorsese his long-
overdue Best Director Oscar - but before that, it delighted critics and filmgoers by using
Andrew Lau and Alan Mak’s Infernal Affairs as the launch-pad for an unflinching look at the
personal toll exacted by the mortal struggle between law enforcement and organized crime.
As dirty cop Colin Sullivan, Damon gives one of his subtlest and most heartbreaking per-
formances, portraying a man who knows he’s living one step away from prison - or worse -
and who you can’t help but feel for, even as he works to ferret out the identity of Mafia mole
and honest cop Billy Costigan (Leonardo DiCaprio). Though some critics compared The
Departed unfavorably to Infernal Affairs, most agreed with the Academy voters who named
it the year’s Best Picture.

THE INFORMANT! (2009) 
Life as an action hero seems like fun, but every actor wants the chance to demonstrate diversity, so after a few
years of beating people up as Jason Bourne, Damon grew a mustache and a paunch for Steven Soderbergh’s
The Informant!. The strange-but-true story of Mark Whitacre, who blew the whistle on price fixing at Archer
Daniels Midland and worked as a secret FBI informant while embezzling millions from the company (and experi-
encing an acute mental breakdown along the way), Informant! allowed Damon to indulge his inner delusional
schlub without losing sight of Whitacre’s essential humanity; instead of the cruel display it could have been, the
movie’s a sensitive - yet still absurdly funny - satire of modern capitalism. “As Soderbergh lovingly peels away
veil after veil of deception, the film develops into an unexpected human comedy,” observed Roger Ebert. “Not
that any of the characters are laughing.” - (www.rottentomatoes.com) 
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A gargantuan, pulsating metropolis that reinvents itself every time you blink, Mumbai is India’s most modern and
most happening city. The best entertainment spots, the liveliest cultural melting pots, the yummiest meals at the
most trendy cafes or the latest designer threads gracing the most beautiful people - Mumbai is where you’ll find
them. Indeed, the city is getting a make-over unlike anything India has seen before, with more than 15 ‘supertalls’ -
trade slang for skyscrapers over 300m - under construction in the northern suburbs.

T r a v e l
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Many travelers limit themselves to the
historic neighborhoods of south
Mumbai and miss out on Mumbai’s

modern cutting edge. Here’s a look at some of
the sights and activities that help you to get
under the cosmopolitan skin of India’s
‘Maximum City’.

Shop like a fashionista
Rising from the ashes of what was once a

colonial cotton mill, High Street Phoenix
(highstreetphoenix.com; 462 Senapati Bapat
Marg, Lower Parel West) is Mumbai’s top des-
tination for shopaholics, particularly those

with a weakness for premium designer labels.
Appealing to Mumbai’s icons of film, fashion
and finance, this luxury shopping complex -
the largest of its kind in the city - houses top
global brands such as Ermenegildo Zegna,
Jimmy Choo and Gucci. If you have any red
carpet events coming up, this is the place to
get kitted out in the latest catwalk chic.
Refreshingly, High Street Phoenix also has a
generous smattering of home-grown haute
couture labels such as Rohit Bal (rohitbal.com)
and Anita Dongre (andindia.com), whose gor-
geous ethnic dresses and modern-medieval
ensembles find their way onto the sales racks

after being showcased at the Mumbai and
Delhi fashion weeks.

Where India goes organic!
There are more cafes in Bandra than there

are houses, or so locals like to claim. And to be
fair,  this posh neighborhood in central
Mumbai does indeed boast some of India’s
best delis, coffee shops, snack bars, breakfast
joints and tearooms, serving a divine range of
espresso-based pick-me-ups and organic
comestibles in cool and laid-back interiors.
The trendiest name on this circuit is The
Birdsong (Off Hill Rd, Bandra West), where life-

affirming organic healthfood comes to your
table in imaginative and tasty avatars, such as
organic khichda (like kedgeree version 2.0)
and vitamin-rich quinoa salad.  Then there’s
Yoga House (yogahouse.in; Sherly Rajan Rd),
which supplements its yoga classes with
wholesome vegan and vegetarian food,
including famous salads, multigrain bread
and hash browns with spinach and mozzarel-
la. To pamper your sweet tooth, swing by
Theobroma (Link Square Mall, Linking Rd), a
satellite branch of the famous south Mumbai
confectioner, for the best walnut brownies
and vanilla cinnamon custard tarts in town.
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Art matters
Given that Indian art now sells for millions

of dollars at exhibitions and auctions around
the world, no Mumbai trip would be complete
without a tour of the top-flight art galleries.
The Chemould Gallery (gallerychemould.com;
Queens Mansion, G Talwatkar Marg), one of
India’s oldest art houses, keeps metamor-
phosing through the decades, but consistent-
ly represents the country’s most respected
artists, from past masters such as MF Husain
and Tyeb Mehta to contemporary visionaries
such as Jitish Kallat and Atul Dodiya. Another
creative hotspot is Chatterjee & Lal (chatter-
jeeandlal.com; Kamal Mansion Floor 1, Arthur
Bunder Rd), which promotes contemporary
mixed media, installations and video art, with
a catalogue that includes some of the most
sought-after artists of India’s new millennium.
For a more comprehensive sampling of
Mumbai’s art scene, detour south to Fort and

schedule a stop at the Sakshi Art Gallery (sak-
shigallery.com; Grants Building, Arthur
Bunder Rd), the recently renovated Jehangir
Art Gallery (161B MG Rd, Kala Ghoda) and the
venerable National Gallery of Modern Art (MG
Rd), all showcasing the best of contemporary
Indian and international creativity.

Seek out local design
If you like to lead rather than follow when

it comes to fashion, your trip to Mumbai
absolutely must include pit-stops at the
some of the funky boutiques springing up to
showcase local design talent.  

Tops on this list is On My Own (OMO;
Chimbai Rd, Bandra West), a store that’s rag-
ingly popular with the city’s starlets and
style-setters, with affordable but gorgeous
dresses featuring block prints, jute embell-
ishments and tie-dye motifs to go with sassy
leather shoes and hippie-chic bags. Down by

the sea, Bombay Electric (bombayelectric.in;
1 Reay House, Best Marg) stocks a mind-bog-
gling range of handicrafts,  jewelry and
accessories, mixing traditional and modern
motifs. And don’t forget to check out the
fabulous Obataimu (Bharucha Marg, Kala
Ghoda), a swish boutique with Japanese aes-
thetics, that specializes in statement dresses
(they even have their own tailoring school).

Music & more
Like every world city worth its reputation,

Mumbai has a robust live music scene, with
everything from Indian experimental elec-
tronica to international metal. Blue Frog (CD
House, Mathuradas Mills Compound, Lower
Parel), an iconic institution conceived as a
platform for emerging musicians from India
and abroad, comes to life as the weekend
approaches, with bands and soloists belting
out everything from Indian classical ragas to

headbanging classic rock, staccato ska, and
dub, funk and hip-hop beats. 

The space-age pod restaurant has a menu
as diverse and eclectic as the music. For a
more refined evening, the National Centre
for Performing Arts (Marine Dr & Sri V Saha
Rd, Nariman Point) has an impeccably curat-
ed schedule of cultural goings-on, from
Indian and international music, dance per-
formances and workshops, to modern the-
atre, photography shows, art exhibitions, lec-
tures, recitals, and film screenings. If you visit
during winter, take your tapping-foot along
to the high-octane Mahindra Blues Festival
(mahindrablues.com) in February, featuring
the best jazz and blues acts from around the
world (we’re talking Derek Trucks, Buddy
Guy, and appropriately, Taj Mahal, here!). 

— (www.lonelyplanet.com)
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ACROSS
1. A unit of heat equal to the amount of heat required to raise one pound of water
one degree Fahrenheit at one atmosphere pressure.
4. A card for sending messages by post without an envelope.
12. A white linen liturgical vestment with sleeves.
15. A unit of electrical resistance equal to the resistance between two points on a
conductor when a potential difference of one volt between them produces a current
of one ampere.
16. A city of Sudan.
17. A logarithmic unit of sound intensity equal to 10 decibels.
18. 1 species.
20. English monk and scholar (672-735).
21. Used of a single unit or thing.
22. English theoretical physicist who applied relativity theory to quantum mechanics
and predicted the existence of antimatter and the positron (1902-1984).
25. An official prosecutor for a judicial district.
26. Any of several tall tropical palms native to southeastern Asia having egg-shaped
nuts.
28. An impudent or insolent rejoinder.
32. A New England state.
34. One of a set of small pieces of stiff paper marked in various ways and used for
playing games or for telling fortunes.
35. Paying particular notice (as to children or helpless people).
36. Evergreen trees or shrubs of mountains of Australia and Tasmania.
38. A port city in southwestern Iran.
41. A dark-skinned member of a race of people living in Australia when Europeans
arrived.
42. A magnetic tape recorder for recording (and playing back) TV programs.
45. A state in northwestern United States on the Pacific.
46. An optical illusion in which atmospheric refraction by a layer of hot air distorts or
inverts reflections of distant objects.
49. The elementary stages of any subject (usually plural).
52. Capital and largest city of Iraq.
53. Upright consisting of a vertical side member of a door or window frame.
56. Leave or strike out, as of vowels.
58. A particular geographical region of indefinite boundary (usually serving some
special purpose or distinguished by its people or culture or geography).
59. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
60. Something that hinders as if with bonds v 1.
62. Any of a number of fishes of the family Carangidae.
70. Consisting of or made of wood of the oak tree.
71. Affect with wonder.
73. Of or pertaining to hearing or the ear.
74. A federal agency established to regulate the release of new foods and health-
related products.
77. Bulky grayish-brown eagle with a short wedge-shaped white tail.
78. Being one more than nine.
79. A person appointed or elected to represent others v 1.
80. A federal agency established to coordinate programs aimed at reducing pollution
and protecting the environment.

CROSSWORD 1037
DOWN

1. Fearless and daring.
2. Of or relating to or characteristic of Thailand of its people.
3. A region of complete shadow resulting from total obstruction of light.
4. The grasses.
5. The executive agency that advises the President on the federal budget.
6. A state in north central United States.
7. Conduit consisting of a long hollow object (usually cylindrical) used to hold and
conduct liquids or gases.
8. Perversely irritable.
9. Naked freshwater or marine or parasitic protozoa that form temporary pseudopods
for feeding and locomotion.
10. A unit of absorbed ionizing radiation equal to 100 ergs per gram of irradiated
material.
11. A nucleic acid consisting of large molecules shaped like a double helix.
12. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.
13. United States tennis player (born in Czechoslovakia) who won several singles
championships.
14. Offering little or no hope.
19. Wood of a larch tree.
23. (often followed by `of') A large number or amount or extent.
24. The function or position properly or customarily occupied or served by another.
27. Wanted intensely.
29. Of or relating to or characteristic of the Republic of Chad or its people or lan-
guage.
30. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a skewer usually with vegetables.
31. A condition (mostly in boys) characterized by behavioral and learning disorders.
33. Relating to or located near a tibia.
37. Either of two Welsh breeds of long-bodied short-legged dogs with erect ears and
a fox-like head.
39. Not in a state of sleep.
40. Greek mythology.
43. A Hindu prince or king in India.
44. The highest level or degree attainable.
47. Combined or joined to increase in size or quantity or scope.
48. (Greek mythology) Goddess of the earth and mother of Cronus and the Titans in
ancient mythology.
50. A port city on the Caspian Sea that is the capital of Azerbaijan and an important
center for oil production.
51. A victim who is murdered.
54. A small cake leavened with yeast.
55. Smaller of two tall fast-running flightless birds similar to ostriches but three-toed.
57. Characteristic of or relating to winter.
61. Complacently or inanely foolish.
63. (of a young animal) Abandoned by its mother and raised by hand.
64. A Kwa language spoken in Ghana and the Ivory Coast.
65. (British) An open river valley (in a hilly area).
66. A very young child (birth to 1 year) who has not yet begun to walk or talk.
67. Area around the altar of a church for the clergy and choir.
68. An association of people to promote the welfare of senior citizens.
69. The inner and longer of the two bones of the human forearm.
72. An angular shape characterized by sharp turns in alternating directions.
75. A public promotion of some product or service.
76. A highly unstable radioactive element (the heaviest of the halogen series).
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00:00 Bargain Hunt
00:45 Masterchef: The Professionals
01:10 The Roux Legacy
01:45 Come Dine With Me
02:10 Come Dine With Me
02:35 Homes Under The Hammer
03:25 Beat My Build
04:15 The Roux Legacy
04:50 Bargain Hunt
05:35 Homes Under The Hammer
06:25 The Roux Legacy
07:00 Homes Under The Hammer
07:50 Come Dine With Me
08:15 Building Dream Homes
08:45 Building Dream Homes
09:15 Michela’s Classic Italian
09:40 Bargain Hunt
10:25 Masterchef: The Professionals
10:50 The Roux Legacy
11:25 Beat My Build
12:15 Homes Under The Hammer
13:05 Come Dine With Me
13:30 Building Dream Homes
14:00 Building Dream Homes
14:30 Michela’s Classic Italian
14:55 Bargain Hunt
15:40 Masterchef: The Professionals
16:05 The Roux Legacy
16:40 Beat My Build
17:25 Michela’s Classic Italian
17:50 Come Dine With Me
18:15 Building Dream Homes
18:45 Building Dream Homes
19:15 Rachel Khoo’s Kitchen
Notebook: Cosmo Cook
19:40 Bargain Hunt
20:25 Masterchef: The Professionals
21:20 The Roux Legacy
21:55 Come Dine With Me
22:20 Homes Under The Hammer
23:10 Building Dream Homes
23:40 Building Dream Homes

22 BULLETS ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Fire In The Hole
02:00 Fast N’ Loud: Demolition
Theater
02:50 Saint Hoods
03:40 Container Wars
04:05 Highway To Sell
05:00 Dallas Car Sharks
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Troy
06:50 Man vs Expert
07:40 Deadly Dilemmas
08:05 Deadly Dilemmas
08:30 Head Games
09:20 Marooned With Ed Stafford
10:10 Dual Survival
11:00 Fire In The Hole
11:50 Fast N’ Loud: Demolition
Theater
12:40 Car Chasers
13:30 Fast N’ Loud
14:20 Patrick Dempsey: Racing Le
Mans
15:10 Fire In The Hole
16:00 Fire In The Hole
16:50 Fire In The Hole
17:40 Fire In The Hole
18:30 Fire In The Hole
19:20 Junkyard Empire
20:10 Junkyard Empire
21:00 Fast N’ Loud
21:50 Patrick Dempsey: Racing Le
Mans
22:40 Street Outlaws
23:30 Inside The Gangsters’ Code

04:45 Science Of Stupid
05:10 Science Of Stupid
05:40 Phantom Wolverine
06:35 Classified: Terror/Counter
Terror
07:30 Inside
08:25 Perilous Journeys
09:20 Science Of Stupid
09:45 Science Of Stupid
10:15 I Wouldn’t Go In There: Ww2
Special
11:10 Paranatural
12:05 Nick Baker’s Eco Malaysia
13:00 Perilous Journeys
14:00 Inside
15:00 Classified: Terror/Counter
Terror
16:00 I Wouldn’t Go In There: Ww2
Special
17:00 Paranatural
18:00 Taboo
19:00 Classified: Terror/Counter
Terror
20:00 I Wouldn’t Go In There: Ww2
Special
20:50 Paranatural
21:40 Taboo
22:30 Classified: Terror/Counter
Terror
23:20 Phantom Wolverine

00:10 The Chase
01:05 May The Best House Win
02:00 Emmerdale
02:25 Come Dine With Me Ireland
02:55 Coronation Street
03:25 Harry’s South Pole Heroes
04:20 Harry’s South Pole Heroes
05:15 Murdoch Mysteries
06:10 May The Best House Win
07:05 Coronation Street
07:30 Harry’s South Pole Heroes
08:25 Harry’s South Pole Heroes
09:20 Sunday Night At The Palladium
10:15 Come Dine With Me Ireland
10:40 The Chase
11:35 May The Best House Win
12:30 Murdoch Mysteries
13:25 Emmerdale
13:50 Emmerdale
14:15 Coronation Street
14:40 The Chase
15:35 Doc Martin
16:30 Tricked
17:25 Keep It In The Family
18:20 Murdoch Mysteries
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 Doc Martin
20:30 Tricked
21:25 Keep It In The Family
22:20 Coronation Street
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Emmerdale
23:45 Murdoch Mysteries

01:00 Hours-PG15
03:00 Zulu-PG15
05:00 Middle Of Nowhere-PG15
07:00 Breathless-PG15
09:00 August: Osage County-PG15
11:00 Middle Of Nowhere-PG15
13:00 The Railway Man-PG15
15:00 Peace, Love &
Misunderstanding-PG15
17:00 August: Osage County-PG15
19:00 Fruitvale Station-PG15
21:00 Reasonable Doubt-PG15
23:00 Maps To The Stars-18

13:05 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
14:05 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
15:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
16:00 Stewarts And Hamiltons
17:00 Stewarts And Hamiltons
18:00 E! News
19:00 Hollywood Cycle
20:00 WAGs
21:00 Fashion Bloggers
21:30 Fashion Bloggers
22:00 E! News
23:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills

00:30 About A Boy
01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 Veep
02:00 Brickleberry
02:30 Family Guy
03:00 Community
03:30 Cristela
04:00 The Mindy Project
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 Fresh Off The Boat
06:00 My Name Is Earl
06:30 Til Death
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 The Mindy Project
08:30 Fresh Off The Boat
09:00 Community
09:30 Modern Family
10:00 Modern Family
10:30 Til Death
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 My Name Is Earl
12:30 The Mindy Project
13:00 Fresh Off The Boat
13:30 Til Death
14:00 Cristela
14:30 Modern Family
15:00 Modern Family

01:00 Carrie (1976)
03:00 How I Live Now
04:45 The French Minister
06:45 Awakenings
09:00 Five Thirteen
11:00 The French Minister
13:00 Grace Of Monaco
15:00 Awakenings
17:15 Five Thirteen
19:00 August: Osage County
21:00 Sleepless In Seattle
23:00 Twice Born

01:00 Kristy-PG15
03:00 The Signal-PG15
05:00 Dragonheart 3: The Sorcerer’s
Curse-PG15
07:00 Planes: Fire And Rescue-PG
09:00 The Magic Of Belle Isle-PG15
11:00 The Swan Princess: A Royal
Family Tale-PG
13:00 Philomena-PG15
15:00 Robot & Frank-PG15
17:00 The Magic Of Belle Isle-PG15
19:00 Hercules-PG15
21:00 The Book Of Life-PG
23:00 Need For Speed-PG15

00:00 WAGs
00:55 The Grace Helbig Show
01:25 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
02:20 E! News
03:15 Giuliana & Bill
04:10 The E! True Hollywood Story
05:05 THS
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 Giuliana & Bill
10:15 Giuliana & Bill
11:10 The Grace Helbig Show
11:35 The Grace Helbig Show
12:05 E! News

00:00 Tyrant
01:00 Blindspot
02:00 Empire
03:00 Mistresses
04:00 Covert Affairs
05:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
06:00 Unforgettable
07:00 Backstrom
08:00 Chicago Fire
09:00 Covert Affairs
10:00 Unforgettable
11:00 Backstrom
12:00 Emmerdale
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 Chicago Fire
15:00 Unforgettable
16:00 Emmerdale
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 Chicago Fire
20:00 Blindspot
21:00 Grey’s Anatomy
22:00 Survivor: Second Chance
23:00 Devious Maids

00:00 v For Vendetta
02:15 22 Bullets
04:15 Destruction: Las Vegas
06:00 G.I. Joe: The Rise Of Cobra
08:00 Son Of Batman
09:45 King Arthur
12:00 Judge Dredd
14:00 Batman: Assault On Arkham
15:30 Percy Jackson And The
Lightning Thief
17:45 King Arthur
20:00 The Courier
21:45 47 Ronin

00:15 22 Bullets-18
02:15 Destruction: Las Vegas-PG15
04:00 G.I. Joe: The Rise Of Cobra-
PG15
06:00 Son Of Batman-PG15
07:45 King Arthur-PG15
10:00 Judge Dredd-PG15
12:00 Batman: Assault On Arkham-
PG15
13:30 Percy Jackson And The
Lightning Thief-PG15
15:45 King Arthur-PG15
18:00 The Courier-PG15
19:45 47 Ronin-PG15
22:00 300-18

01:00 Saving Santa
02:45 Earth To Echo
04:30 Hatching
06:00 Sir Billi
08:00 Pim And Pom: The Big
Adventure
10:00 Tarzan (2013)
11:45 Jungle Shuffle
13:15 Earth To Echo
14:45 Memory Loss
16:15 The Adventures Of Don
Quixote
18:00 Tarzan (2013)
20:00 Cher Ami
22:00 Memory Loss
23:30 The Adventures Of Don
Quixote

00:00 Hit And Run-18
02:00 Playing For Keeps-PG15
04:00 Avengers Confidential: Black
Widow & Punisher-PG15
06:00 No Clue-PG15
07:45 The Hundred-Foot Journey-
PG15
10:00 Iron Man-PG15
12:15 Recoil-PG15
14:00 Good Deeds-PG15
16:00 The Hundred-Foot Journey-
PG15
18:15 Sabotage-PG15
20:15 The Prince-PG15
22:00 The Remaining-PG15
23:45 Ninja: Shadow Of A Tear-PG15

00:10 Engineering Connections
01:00 The Border
02:00 Wild Russia
02:55 Hacking The System
03:20 Hacking The System
03:50 Engineering Connections

15:30 About A Boy
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
16:30 My Name Is Earl
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Baby Daddy
18:30 Cristela
19:00 Melissa & Joey
19:30 Melissa & Joey
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 About A Boy
21:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
22:00 You’re The Worst
22:30 You’re The Worst
23:00 Family Guy
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

00:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 Bates Motel
04:00 The Newsroom
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Criminal Minds
10:00 Emmerdale
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 Parenthood
13:00 Supernatural
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Criminal Minds
17:00 Parenthood

18:00 Supernatural
19:00 Criminal Minds
20:00 Parenthood
21:00 Supernatural
22:00 Bates Motel
23:00 The Newsroom

00:00 I Give It A Year
02:00 You Again
04:00 Problem Child
06:00 HairBrained
08:00 Major Payne
10:00 Problem Child
12:00 You Again
14:00 Problem Child 2
16:00 Major Payne
18:00 A Valentine’s Date
20:00 AmeriQua
22:00 Jackass Presents: Bad
Grandpa

00:30 Hidalgo
03:00 Under The Tuscan Sun
05:00 Dedication
06:45 Dragonfly
08:30 Phenomenon
10:45 Oz The Great And Powerful
13:00 Starship Troopers
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47 RONIN ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

00:00 Grey’s Anatomy
01:00 MasterChef - The
Professionals
02:00 The Listener
03:00 The Listener
04:00 Castle
05:00 Happy Endings
05:30 Happy Endings
06:00 The Simpsons
06:30 The Simpsons
07:00 Lost
08:00 Grey’s Anatomy
09:00 MasterChef - The
Professionals
10:00 The Listener
11:00 The Listener
12:00 Castle
13:00 Happy Endings
13:30 Happy Endings
14:00 The Simpsons
14:30 The Simpsons
15:00 Lost
16:00 MasterChef - The
Professionals
17:00 Cougar Town
17:30 Scrubs
18:00 Low Winter Sun
19:00 Lone Star Legend
19:30 Lone Star Legend
20:00 72 Hours
21:00 Cougar Town
21:30 Scrubs
22:00 MasterChef - The
Professionals
23:00 MasterChef - The
Professionals

00:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
01:00 Ice Road Truckers
02:00 Counting Cars
02:30 Counting Cars
03:00 The World Wars
04:00 Ultimate Wheels
05:00 American Pickers
06:00 American Restoration
06:30 American Restoration
07:00 Ice Road Truckers
08:00 Alone
09:00 Barry’d Treasure
09:30 Barry’d Treasure
10:00 American Restoration
10:30 American Restoration
11:00 Counting Cars
11:30 Counting Cars
12:00 American Pickers
13:00 Storage Wars
13:30 Storage Wars
14:00 Pawn Stars
14:30 Pawn Stars
15:00 Shipping Wars
15:30 Shipping Wars
16:00 Ice Road Truckers
17:00 Counting Cars
17:30 Counting Cars
18:00 Pawn Stars
18:30 Pawn Stars
19:00 Storage Wars
19:30 Storage Wars
20:00 Search For The Lost Giants
21:00 American Pickers
22:00 Duck Dynasty
22:30 Duck Dynasty
23:00 Storage Wars Texas
23:30 Pawn Stars

03:40 The House Where Evil
Dwells
05:05 If It’s Tuesday, This Must Be
Belgium
06:45 Heart Of Dixie
08:15 Apache
09:45 Pieces Of Dreams
11:25 Thunderbirds Are Go
13:00 The Crocodile Hunter:
Collision Course
14:30 Agent Cody Banks
16:10 Agent Cody Banks 2:
Destination London
17:50 Troll (Epic)

03:06 How It’s Made
03:29 How Do They Do It?
03:53 How Do They Do It?
04:16 Redesign My Brain
05:03 Through The Wormhole
With Morgan Freeman
05:50 Hunt For A Super Comet
06:37 How It’s Made
07:00 How It’s Made
07:23 Mythbusters
08:08 You Have Been Warned
08:53 Da Vinci’s Machines
09:38 Food Factory
10:01 Food Factory
10:23 Mind Control Freaks
10:46 Mind Control Freaks
11:08 Through The Wormhole
With Morgan Freeman
11:53 How Do They Do It?
12:16 How Do They Do It?
12:38 You Have Been Warned
13:23 Da Vinci’s Machines
14:10 How It’s Made
14:34 How It’s Made
14:57 Mind Control Freaks
15:21 Mind Control Freaks
15:44 Through The Wormhole
With Morgan Freeman
16:31 You Have Been Warned
17:18 Hunt For A Super Comet
18:05 Mythbusters
18:50 Outrageous Acts Of Psych
19:15 Outrageous Acts Of Psych
19:40 Food Factory
20:03 Food Factory
20:25 How It’s Made
20:50 How It’s Made
21:15 How Do They Do It?

21:38 How Do They Do It?
22:00 Outrageous Acts Of Psych
22:23 Outrageous Acts Of Psych
22:45 Through The Wormhole
With Morgan Freeman
23:35 Long March Into Space
00:20 Mythbusters
01:08 Outrageous Acts Of Psych
01:32 Outrageous Acts Of Psych
01:55 Food Factory
02:19 Food Factory
02:42 How It’s Made

03:00 Evil, I
03:25 Evil, I
03:45 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
04:10 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
04:30 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
05:20 Forensic Detectives
06:10 True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones
07:00 Dr G: Medical Examiner

07:50 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
08:40 Fatal Encounters
09:30 Blood Relatives
10:20 Forensic Detectives
11:10 True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones
12:00 The Will
12:50 I Almost Got Away With It
13:40 California Investigator
14:05 Dr G: Medical Examiner
14:55 Fatal Encounters
15:45 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
16:35 Blood Relatives
17:25 I Almost Got Away With It
18:15 Forensic Detectives
19:05 True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones
19:55 California Investigator
20:20 The Will
21:10 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
21:35 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
22:00 Deadly Women
22:50 Blood Relatives
23:40 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
00:05 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
00:30 Deadly Women
01:20 LA: City Of Demons
02:10 Deadly Women

15:00 Under The Tuscan Sun
17:00 Dedication
18:30 Planes
20:00 Monsters University
21:45 Sweet Home Alabama
23:30 Wreck-It Ralph

19:15 Heart Of Dixie
20:45 Big Screen
21:00 Venom
22:30 Cursed
00:10 Manhattan
01:45 Valley Girl

03:25 Gator Boys
04:15 Gator Boys
05:02 Treehouse Masters
05:49 Wildest Africa
06:36 Call Of The Wildman
07:00 Call Of The Wildman
07:25 My Cat From Hell
08:15 Wildest Africa
09:10 Treehouse Masters
10:05 Tanked
11:00 My Cat From Hell
11:55 Treehouse Masters
12:50 Gator Boys
13:45 Whale Wars
14:40 Gator Boys
15:35 Tanked
16:30 Gator Boys
17:25 Wildest Africa
18:20 River Monsters
19:15 Gator Boys
20:10 Tanked
21:05 Wildest Africa
22:00 River Monsters
22:55 Gator Boys
23:50 I’m Alive
00:45 Tanked
01:40 Wildest Africa
02:35 River Monsters
BBC Entertainment
03:20 Last Tango In Halifax
04:15 The Weakest Link
05:00 The Green Balloon Club
05:25 Nina And The Neurons: In
The Lab
05:40 Nina And The Neurons: In
The Lab
05:55 Gigglebiz
06:10 The Green Balloon Club
06:35 Nina And The Neurons: In
The Lab
06:50 The Weakest Link
07:35 Last Of The Summer Wine
08:10 Last Of The Summer Wine
08:40 Doctors
09:10 Eastenders
09:40 Call The Midwife
10:30 The Paradise
11:25 The Weakest Link
12:10 Last Of The Summer Wine
12:40 Last Of The Summer Wine
13:10 Call The Midwife
14:00 The Paradise
14:55 Last Of The Summer Wine
15:25 Last Of The Summer Wine
15:55 Doctors
16:25 Eastenders
16:55 The Weakest Link
17:40 Last Of The Summer Wine
18:10 Last Of The Summer Wine
18:40 Doctors
19:10 Casualty
20:00 Silent Witness

21:40 Live At The Apollo
22:25 Getting On
22:55 The Omid Djalili Show
23:25 The Weakest Link
00:10 Doctors
00:40 Casualty
01:30 Silent Witness

03:20 Grojband
04:05 Total Drama World Tour
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband
06:00 Regular Show
06:50 Uncle Grandpa
07:10 Adventure Time
07:35 New Clarence
07:46 Clarence
08:00 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
08:20 Ninjago Master Of Spinjitzu
New
08:45 Ben 10
09:30 Regular Show
09:55 Dreamworks Dragons:
Defenders Of Berk
10:20 Total Drama World Tour
10:40 Johnny Test
11:30 Steven Universe
11:50 Uncle Grandpa
12:15 Teen Titans Go!
12:40 Regular Show
13:25 New Adventure Time
13:35 Adventure Time
14:10 Steven Universe
14:35 Total Drama: Revenge Of
The Island
15:00 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:45 Ninjago Master Of Spinjitzu
New
16:10 Matt Hatter New
16:30 Teen Titans Go!
17:20 New Clarence
17:31 Clarence
17:40 Regular Show
18:30 Adventure Time
18:50 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:15 Uncle Grandpa
19:40 Steven Universe
20:00 Teen Titans Go!
20:50 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:40 Adventure Time
22:25 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:20 Loopdidoo
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
09:00 Limon And Oli
09:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:30 Doc McStuffins
10:55 Miles From Tomorrow
11:25 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
11:55 Loopdidoo
12:10 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Sofia The First
13:30 Henry Hugglemonster
14:00 Doc McStuffins
14:30 Zou
14:45 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
15:15 Sofia The First
15:45 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:40 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
17:05 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
17:35 Ducktales
18:00 Miles From Tomorrow
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Doc McStuffins
19:15 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
19:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
20:05 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
20:35 Sofia The First
21:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
21:25 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
21:55 Ducktales

06:00 The 7D
06:10 Boyster
06:35 Phineas And Ferb
07:00 Penn Zero: Part Time Hero
07:25 Supa Strikas
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 Mighty Med
08:40 Lab Rats
09:10 Phineas And Ferb
09:35 Kirby Buckets
10:00 Supa Strikas
10:30 Supa Strikas
10:55 Phineas And Ferb
11:45 Supa Strikas
12:10 Supa Strikas
12:40 Lab Rats: Bionic Rebellion
13:30 Kickin’ It
13:55 Kickin’ It
14:25 Lab Rats
14:50 Lab Rats
15:20 Rocket Monkeys
15:45 Boyster
16:10 The 7D
16:35 Penn Zero: Part Time Hero
17:00 Mighty Med
17:25 Supa Strikas
17:55 Kickin’ It
18:20 Lab Rats
18:45 Kirby Buckets
19:10 Phineas And Ferb
19:40 Japaneezi Going Going
Gong
20:05 Super Matrak
20:30 Ultimate Spider-Man
21:00 Lab Rats
21:25 Kickin’ It
21:50 Phineas And Ferb
22:10 Phineas And Ferb
22:20 Boyster
23:00 Programmes Start At
6:00am KSA

03:05 David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
03:30 David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
03:55 Chefs Run Wild
04:20 Bangkok Airport
05:10 David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
05:35 David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
06:00 City Chase Marrakech
06:50 Valentine Warner’s Wild
Table
07:15 Valentine Warner’s Wild
Table
07:40 Dog Whisperer
08:30 Tripping Out
08:55 David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
09:20 David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
09:45 Chefs Run WildA
10:10 Bangkok Airport
11:00 David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
11:25 David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
11:50 City Chase Marrakech
12:40 Valentine Warner’s Wild
Table
13:05 Valentine Warner’s Wild
Table
13:35 Dog Whisperer
14:30 Tripping Out
14:55 David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
15:25 David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
15:50 Chefs Run Wild
16:20 Bondi Rescue Outback
Adventure
17:15 Charlie Luxton’s Homes By
The Sea
18:10 World’s Best Chefs
18:35 Food School
19:05 David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
19:30 David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
20:00 Chefs Run Wild
20:25 Bondi Rescue Outback
Adventure
21:15 Charlie Luxton’s Homes By
The Sea
22:05 World’s Best Chefs
22:30 Food School
22:55 Valentine Warner’s Wild
Table
23:20 Valentine Warner’s Wild
Table
23:45 Dog Whisperer
00:35 Tripping Out
01:00 American Food Battle
01:25 George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
02:15 Food Lover’s Guide To The
Planet
02:40 Food Lover’s Guide To The
Planet
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Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African Republic 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands)0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062
Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081
Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254
Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370
Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands (Holland)0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
Northern Ireland (UK)0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677
Somalia 00252
South Africa 0027
South Korea 0082
Spain 0034
Sri Lanka 0094
Sudan 00249
Suriname 00597
Swaziland 00268
Sweden 0046
Switzerland 0041
Syria 00963
Taiwan 00886
Tanzania 00255
Thailand 0066
Toga 00228
Tonga 00676
Tokelau 00690
Trinidad 001868
Tunisia 00216
Turkey 0090
Tuvalu 00688
Uganda 00256
Ukraine 00380
United Arab Emirates00976

You may look forward to taking some time off today, but might
end up much busier than you ever expected. It’s tempting to lazily
kick back in the morning, but you could pay a hefty price if you fall
behind on your work. Procrastination doesn’t do you any favors
now; turn your day around by working hard first and then pursu-
ing your own interests once the Moon shifts into versatile Gemini.
Life is less stressful when you keep your priorities straight. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

Your feelings are still raw and close to the surface today, but
you’re probably calmer than you were yesterday. It’s no problem
to take things in stride now, even if you’re emotionally dazed and
confused. However, you might receive information that conflicts
with what you thought to be correct. Instead of being overly con-
cerned about verifying the validity of the conflicting stories, enter-
tain all possibilities as the truth until the facts sort themselves out.
Wait for the dust to settle and the answer will be in plain sight. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

It may seem like someone is plotting against your every move, but
the Moon’s shift into adaptable Gemini this afternoon allows you
to adeptly maneuver around most of the resistance. Don’t overre-
act before you know what’s going on because you could inadver-
tently turn a figment of your imagination into something real by
giving it too much attention today. Instead, just continue putting
your best foot forward and let the situation develop on its own.
There’s no reason to go looking for trouble unless it’s knocking at
your door. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Following your creative flow feels good today, especially if you’re
content to work behind the scenes. You may be producing some-
thing wonderful, but you don’t necessarily need others to see
what you’re doing yet. Stick to your path without worrying about
what anyone else thinks of your current endeavors. You’ll receive
the recognition you deserve later on when it really counts.
Dancing with your muse is a lot more fun now without anyone
judging your performance. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You begin to let down your guard today, leaving you with the
complicated task of integrating your feelings more completely
into your life. In some ways, life is simpler when your emotions are
neatly tied up in a box, but it doesn’t always work out that way.
You may be afraid that no one understands your actions now,
leading you to pull back from social interactions. Although you
must function within your family or community, it’s more impor-
tant to acknowledge what your heart is trying to tell you, no mat-
ter what others say. It’s your life to live, not theirs.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You feel a mega jolt of energy now that lightning-like Uranus zaps
action-hero Mars as he journeys through your sign. People
assume you’re doing great because they can’t help but notice
your irrepressible enthusiasm. However, personal issues that are
out of everyone else’s sight can still negatively impact your day if
you try to smile and bury your emotions. Instead of pretending life
is perfect today, show real courage and reveal your vulnerability
to someone you trust. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

A hint of worry could lurk behind your gentle smile today, but
your self-doubt dissipates when the evocative Moon enters your
9th House of Big Ideas this afternoon. There’s no need to change a
thing, although you might feel as if your timing is off if you don’t
react immediately. The best way to overcome your uncertainty is
to remember that the details may not be as significant as they
seem now. There’s no reason to get hung up with what can go
wrong in the future if you stick to the simplicity of the present

moment.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You’re finally able to breathe easy as the recent eclipse volatility
starts to wane. Your emotions may have been trapped behind a
dam for too long, yet now the waters are flowing freely again.
Nevertheless, don’t gloss over any residual blocked feelings
because bringing them into awareness will ultimately help you
reach satisfaction. Let go of the past once the stuck energy is
moving or you won’t be able to successfully swim into the future. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You might feel as if you’re bouncing around in a sea of intense
forces that you can’t control. You could fritter away time and ener-
gy by trying to take charge of your life today, but a smarter tactic
is to soften your position and temporarily relax your agenda.
However, you don’t need to alter your overall direction; just ease
the pressure by demonstrating your trust in the wisdom of the
cosmos. Being the master of your own destiny includes knowing
when to hold on and when to let go.

You can find your groove and accomplish a great deal today if you
remember to enjoy yourself along the way. Although your pace is
steady and your resolve unwavering, social connections at work
might become more meaningful than your job itself. Don’t let
important feelings slip into denial; be vigilant about keeping all
communications clear and above board. Hiding the truth now
multiplies problems later, so share your concerns and then let oth-
ers do the same. An honest give-and-take dialogue cultivates
mutual respect. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Your unwavering commitment to finishing what you start may be
so all-consuming now that it becomes counterproductive. Don’t
take yourself too seriously today, especially if you mistakenly
believe that you have no time at all for extracurricular activities.
Ironically, you’ll accomplish more if you loosen up and focus on
maintaining healthy and happy relationships rather than putting
more hours into your work. When push comes to shove, love is all
that matters. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Your social life takes an odd detour now, ultimately revealing a
whole new direction. Luckily, it doesn’t matter if you can’t logical-
ly figure out how the variety of pieces fit into place. Although
maintaining a flexible attitude isn’t always easy for you, especially
when you are sure that you know the truth, today it holds the key
to your happiness. You will never know where following your
intuition will take you unless you suspend your disbelief and sur-
render to the flow. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

COUNTRY CODES
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HONG KONG: It’s a happy moment that’s
been a long time coming, but after years of
trying, Hong Kong panda Ying Ying is final-
ly expecting a cub, keepers said yesterday,
a first ever for the southern Chinese city.
The 10-year-old panda began showing
signs of pregnancy in July, after several
attempts-both natural and artificial-at
insemination, said a spokeswoman for
Ocean Park, where the animal lives. In early
September, China-born Ying Ying started
eating less, sleeping more and displayed
heightened sensitivity to sound and her
surroundings, she added.

“After repeated ultrasound scans con-
ducted in late September, it was confirmed
that Ying Ying is carrying a foetus.” Her
baby would be the first giant panda born
in Hong Kong, and officials said they were
“cautiously optimistic” about the pregnan-

cy.  But-pandas being tricky animals-it’s
not a done deal yet, warned the park’s vet,
who said it was possible she could reab-
sorb or miscarry the foetus. A team of spe-
cialists has been assigned to keep an eye
on her and park managers are trying to
make the mum-to-be as comfortable as
possible.

“To provide Ying Ying with the best pre-
and post-natal care, we have minimized
noises and disturbances in her environ-
ment and extended our monitoring to 24
hours a day,” said Suzanne Gendron, head
of Zoological Operations and Education at
the park. Female pandas are only interest-
ed in mating for three days a year, and
have a gestation period of three to five
months. If all goes according to plan, Ying
Ying is expected to deliver in about one
week.—AFP

Hong Kong expecting
first ever panda birth

HONG KONG, CHINA: This handout photograph shows Ying Ying the panda getting
an ultrasound check during her pregnancy at Ocean Park.—AFP photos

PARIS: In just three decades, the once
monolithic approach to diagnosing and
treating breast cancer has become more
personalized and less intrusive-a transfor-
mation that likely saved millions of lives,
experts say. From testing methods adapted
to an individual’s level of risk, better drugs
and selective use of chemotherapy, treat-
ment is no longer a one-size-fits-all for
some 1.6 million people diagnosed with
the disease every year. “In the past few
decades, we have witnessed major changes
and improvements in the treatment of
breast cancer,” Justin Stebbing, a professor
in cancer medicine at Imperial College
London, told AFP.

Despite advances, breast cancer remains
the leading cancer killer of women aged
20-59 worldwide. Every year the disease
claims more than half a mill ion lives,
according to the World Health
Organization. Taking a bite out of this grim
toll through better awareness is the goal of
October’s Breast Cancer Awareness Month,
which will see the Eiffel Tower glow pink,
and a fashion show in London starring can-
cer survivors. Much has changed since the
1980s, when mastectomy-or surgical
removal of the breast-was the go-to treat-
ment for all types of breast cancer. 

Today’s approach prefers to target just
the tumor, called a lumpectomy. Not only
are better drugs available, but doctors
also have a much better understanding of
disease variations between patients,
requiring different therapies. The hor-
mone treatment Tamoxifen, for example,
effective against 70 percent of breast can-
cers, has become key in treating pre-
menopausal women since trials in the
1980s. At the same time, an alternative

called Anastrozole is effective in women
who have already gone through
menopause, said Aine McCarthy, a doctor
and spokeswoman for  charity  group
Cancer Research UK.

‘Into the millions’ 
Research in recent years has questioned

the central role of chemotherapy in cancer
treatment, with a study this week in the
New England Journal of Medicine saying
some women in the early stages of the dis-
ease may not need it. “In some low-risk
patients we know that (chemotherapy) is of
no use; in others, it is indispensible,” said
Roman Rouzier, a cancer expert at the
Institut Curie research centre in Paris. While
most developed nations recommend regu-
lar testing for women from about the age
of 50, some advise earlier examination for
those with breast cancer in the family, or a
gene mutation that raises their risk.

Carriers of the BRCA1 mutation have a
lifetime risk of about 80 percent of devel-
oping breast cancer, compared to about 10
percent for women without it. About 0.2
percent of women, or one in 500, carry a
harmful mutation in the BRCA1 or the less
dangerous BRCA2 gene (BRCA stands for
BReast CAncer susceptibility). The genetic
flaw accounts for a small number of can-
cers overall, but has been found in half of
families with multiple cases of breast can-
cer, and in up to 90 percent of those with
both breast and ovarian cancer.

With today’s higher level of care, the
five-year survival rate of people diagnosed
with breast cancer now hovers at 80 per-
cent in most Western nations, according to
the WHO. The percentage is half that in the
poorest countries. —AFP

Personalized breast cancer
treatment has saved millions
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As oil slips, Saudi 
faces change 
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TOKYO: A man walks by the Bank of Japan headquarters in Tokyo. Japan’s central bank says sentiment among big manufacturers slipped in the most recent quarter, underlying the
shaky footing for the nation’s economic growth. — AP

Gulf banks’ profits set to slide over low oil: S&P 
PAGE 38

KUWAIT: Kuwait will invite private investors,
including foreigners, to take part over the
next two years in nine infrastructure projects
worth about $36 billion, under a new law
designed to facilitate such deals, an official
said.

The country has huge construction plans,
ranging from power stations and sewage and
waste treatment facilities to railway and
metro systems. But the plunge in oil prices
since last year has slashed its revenues. So
rather than assuming the full cost of con-
struction, the government wants increasingly
to use public-private partnerships (PPPs), in
which private investors take stakes in proj-
ects, bear part of the risk and share profits
from operating them.

“This has become an inevitable necessity
because it reduces the burden on the state
budget in light of falling oil prices,” Adel
Mohammad Al-Roumi, the president of the
Kuwait Authority for Partnership Projects,
which will oversee PPPs, said in an interview.

In the past, Kuwait has completed only
one PPP deal.  Projects have been delayed or
cancelled because of red tape, uncertainty
over legal terms and political  tensions
between the cabinet and parliament, which
have hindered planning. But a new PPP law
which took effect this year may help to break
the logjam, partly by making it easier for
investors to raise money. While it was hard
for banks to obtain security for loans under
the old rules, the new law allows a range of
assets to be used as collateral, including the
developer’s shares. “The new PPP law and its
implementation regulations are a positive
step for Kuwaiti PPPs and resolve a number
of challenges that were present under the
previous regime,” global law firm Ashurst,
which has advised on projects in the country,
said in a report. Successful PPP projects in
Kuwait could spur such deals in other Gulf
Arab states, which also want to save money
in an era of low oil prices. Dubai published a
new PPP law last month.

THE NEW LAW
Kuwait’s new law provides for creation of

joint stock companies to handle projects,
with Kuwaiti citizens owning 50 percent of
such firms, the government 6 to 24 percent
and foreign investors the remainder. Roumi
said his authority would in the next few
months invite expressions of interest from
investors in seven projects costing about $10
billion. Among them, bids are expected with-
in about four months for a $1.3 billion to 1.7
bill ion electricity generation and water
desalination project at Al-Zour, with the win-
ners likely to be announced next March, he
said.

About 70 to 80 percent of funding for
these projects would come from banks,
which authorities hope will stimulate the
local banking system. The rest would be pro-
vided by investors in the joint stock compa-
nies.

In the longer term, PPPs will be used for
two much bigger projects,  Roumi said.

Kuwait aims to start building a $6 billion rail-
way in 2016, having it ready to connect to a
planned regional network in 2018. It also
plans a $20 billion project to construct an
urban metro system.

The government hopes PPPs will reduce
the delays and cost overruns which have
plagued past projects. Private investors will
not get major payments until projects are
operating, creating an incentive to complete
construction on time and within budget.

Success in Kuwait’s PPP drive is not
assured. Bureaucracy and politics may contin-
ue to slow projects. Nevertheless, Ashurst
said the new law could make Kuwait consid-
erably more attractive for foreign investors.
“The new PPP law includes provisions for for-
eign investors to compete on a more level
playing field with Kuwaiti  companies,”
Ashurst’s report said, adding that the new
rules amounted to an easing of restrictions
on foreign ownership of project compa-
nies.—Reuters

Kuwait eyes private investment in $36bn projects
Only one PPP deal done in the past
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Mubadala GE Capital to 
sell assets to Midcap Finco 

DUBAI: Mubadala GE Capital, a joint venture between Abu
Dhabi state fund Mubadala and General Electric’s finance busi-
ness, said it had agreed to sell most of its assets including those
held through subsidiaries. Mubadala GE Capital had been eval-
uating its future structure since GE announced plans in April to
sell off most of GE Capital and become a simpler industrial busi-
ness. In a statement GE Capital said it had entered “a sale and
purchase agreement” with finance firm Midcap Finco, which is
managed by a subsidiary of private equity firm Apollo Global
Management. Midcap is a boutique finance firm based in
Chicago that provides revolving and term debt facilities to
clients, according to its website. MidCap expects to buy “sub-
stantially all of the assets of the Mubadala GE Capital and its
subsidiaries”, the statement said. It did not disclose the deal’s
value and said the final price could change. The transaction,
which is payable in cash, is subject to conditions and may be
cancelled under certain circumstances, the statement added.  

Egyptian pound 
steady at dollar sale

CAIRO: The Egyptian pound was held steady by the central
bank which sold $37.8 million at a cut-off price of 7.7301
pounds per dollar yesterday, but weakened on the parallel
market. The official cut-off price remained unchanged from
last Tuesday’s dollar sale but one trader said the dollar
changed hands at 8.05 pounds in the parallel market, weak-
er than the 8.03 pounds to the dollar rate on Tuesday. Egypt
has sought to tame a once-thriving currency black market
with measures such as a cap on dollar-denominated bank
deposits. The central bank gave permission in January to
trade dollars up to 0.10 pounds above or below the official
rate, with currency exchange bureaus allowed to trade at
0.15 pounds above or below the official rate. The central
bank had kept the pound at 7.5301 for five months until
July, when it was allowed to slide to 7.6301. On July 5, the
bank let it slip a further 0.10 pounds. 

News
i n  b r i e f

CHICAGO: Flags fly over ConAgra Foods world headquarters in Omaha, Neb. ConAgra Foods Inc, said yester-
day, it is getting rid of about 1,500 jobs, or approximately 30 percent of its global workforce, as part of a
restructuring plan aimed at lowering costs and improving its performance. The packaged food maker is also
moving its headquarters from Omaha, Neb., to Chicago. —AP

DUBAI: Net earnings of Gulf banks are
expected to slide as government
spending slows due to a dive in oil rev-
enues, the Standard and Poor’s ratings
agency said yesterday. Growth in net
income declined to 4.0 percent in the
second quarter, compared with 7.0
percent in the first three months of the
year and more than 10 percent in the
previous three quarters, S&P said in a
report based on a survey of 26 major
Gulf banks.

“We expect Gulf banks’ net income
growth to decline below 10 percent in
2015 and potentially slow further in
2016,” the ratings agency said. The
“good” earnings in the first half were
due in part to declining credit losses
and a reduction in provisions or funds
set aside for doubtful loans. 

“But, owing to the knock-on effects
of lower oil prices on growth and asset
quality, earnings could weaken over
the next several quarters,” S&P said.

Low oil income has slowed govern-
ment expenditures on which the pri-
vate sector largely depends.

World oil prices have dropped by
more than 50 percent since June 2014.
The International Monetary Fund fore-
casts that will result in a $300 billion
drop in revenues this year for the six
GCC states-Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates.

Customer deposits also lost
momentum in the first half. The GCC
banks increased customer deposits 6.0

percent in the first and second quar-
ters of 2015, compared with more than
10 percent in the previous eight quar-
ters, S&P said. Six of the 26 banks
reported negative deposit growth in
the second quarter while 10 posted a
contraction in non-interest income in
the first half.

Other areas of weakness were a
contraction in fees for loan origination,
brokerage, and capital market activi-
ties, it said.

Greece’s stock market watchdog
said it was maintaining a short-selling
ban on the shares of top banks ahead
of an imminent recapitalization
process. “The measure shall be in force
(from) October 1 (to) November 9,” the
capital market commission said in a
statement.

“Any additional pressure on the list-
ed stocks of credit institutions could
have consequences,” it said. The ban
applies to shares of Alpha Bank, Attica
Bank, Eurobank, National Bank and
Piraeus Bank.

Short-selling occurs when investors
sell shares they do not own in anticipa-
tion of a fall in their price, fuelling mar-
ket volatility. The short-selling ban was
imposed in June alongside capital con-
trols when fears of Greece being eject-
ed from the euro-zone caused a run on
bank deposits.

Since then, Greece has agreed a
new, 86-billion-euro ($96-billion)
bailout with international creditors
and in early September the short-sell-
ing ban was lifted for equity deriva-
tives.

In its statement, the commission
said “recent political developments”
did not justify the continuation of the
general ban on short-selling, and that
it had “decided to prohibit only the
short-selling of shares of the credit
institutions”.

Greek banks are to be recapitalized
by December, before new EU-wide
bank rescue regulations that could
affect depositors come into play in
2016. Close to 25 billion euros has
been set aside under the latest aid
plan to recapitalize Greece’s ailing
banks, although this amount could
change depending on the outcome of
stress tests being carried out by the
European Central Bank. —AFP

Gulf banks’ profits set to 
slide over low oil: S&P 

Greece limits short-selling ban to top banks

Oil rises above $49 on 
heightened Syria risks

LONDON: Oil rose above $49 a barrel yesterday as an emerg-
ing risk premium over the situation in Syria countered further
signs of an economic slowdown in Asia and rising US invento-
ries. Russia launched air strikes in Syria in its biggest Middle
East intervention in decades. The attacks raised the specter of
Washington and Moscow running air strikes in the same
region, but without coordination.

Brent crude was up 97 cents at $49.34 a barrel as of 1048
GMT and earlier reached $49.47, its highest since Sept. 23.  US
crude gained $1.10 to $46.19.

“Russia’s military intervention in the Syrian conflict has
increased the geopolitical risks, which is giving tailwind to the
prices,” Carsten Fritsch, analyst at Commerzbank, said.

There was also some support to prices from Hurricane
Joaquin, which was gaining strength as it moved toward
the Bahamas, the National Hurricane Center said, although
forecasts were inconclusive on whether the storm would hit
the US.

Energy traders watch Atlantic hurricanes because they
can lead to precautionary shutdowns of Gulf of Mexico oil
and gas platforms or, in exceptional cases, damage energy
infrastructure.

Signs of economic slowdown in Asia and brimming US oil
stocks limited the rally. Surveys yesterday showed activity in
China’s factories shrank and manufacturers’ confidence wors-
ened in Japan. “Given the international tension, the oil market
did remarkably well not to rally several dollars yesterday,” oil
broker PVM said in a report. “Perhaps it was the US oil invento-
ry data which capped gains.” US crude inventories rose by 4
million barrels to 457.9 million in the week to Sept. 25, more
than expected, a government report said on Wednesday.

Brent has almost halved in the past year because of excess
supply and a 2014 strategy shift by the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries to defend market share
against higher-cost supplies, rather than cut output to prop
up prices. —Reuters

Qatar’s UDC signs 
$203m deal with 

2 local banks 
DUBAI: Qatar’s United Development
Company has signed a financing
deal to borrow 738 million riyals
($202.65 million) from Qatar National
Bank and Commercial Bank of Qatar,
the developer said yesterday. The
money will be used to fund its
Medina Centrale project, the compa-
ny said in a bourse statement with-
out elaborating. Medina Centrale is
part of The Pearl, a string of man-
made islands in Doha. 



Microsoft, Google call

truce in patent wars

SAN FRANCISCO: Technology titans Microsoft and Google on
Wednesday announced that they have agreed to end all patent
infringement litigation against each other. Legal battles between
the companies included suits over technology for Internet-linked
mobile devices, WiFi and digital video.

Details of the agreement were not disclosed, but the tech
behemoths said it includes cases related to Motorola Mobility.
“The companies will dismiss all pending patent infringement liti-
gation between them, including cases related to Motorola
Mobility,” Microsoft and Google said in a joint statement.

Google last year sold Motorola Mobility to Chinese computer
giant Lenovo in a deal valued at $2.9 billion, but held on to
patents. “Separately, Google and Microsoft have agreed to col-
laborate on certain patent matters and anticipate working
together in other areas in the future to benefit our customers.”
The kind of collaboration the industry rivals have in mind was not
disclosed. Microsoft chief executive Satya Nadella has made a pri-
ority of making the company’s applications and cloud services
available across mobile devices, regardless of what software
powers the hardware. Microsoft would also like to boost the pop-
ularity of Windows smartphones and tablets with popular
Google offerings such as YouTube. — AFP
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DUBAI: Higher oil prices and stronger global
equities failed to lift most stock markets in
the Middle East yesterday and trading vol-
umes were modest, showing many investors
remain wary of the longer-term outlook for
stocks.

Brent oil rose nearly 2 percent to more
than $49 a barrel while Asian and European
markets climbed following a surge on Wall
Street.  But this did not stimulate trade in the
Gulf, where Saudi Arabia’s stock index
dropped 0.8 percent. Al-Rajhi Bank sank 3.7
percent while miner Ma’aden, hit this week
by the global sell-off in commodities-related
shares, lost a further 3.1 percent to a nine-

month closing low.  The stock market was
unmoved by news that Citigroup and emerg-
ing markets-focused investment manager
Ashmore Group had obtained licenses to
invest directly in Saudi stocks. This brings the
number of foreign institutions licensed to do
so up to at least three.

Inflows of foreign funds into the market
are expected to remain very gradual, and
local investors are worried by factors such as
the weak outlook for oil prices, uncertainty
over the level of government spending, and
the war in Yemen. Across Gulf Arab

economies, investors are anticipating a tight-
ening of banking sector liquidity as cheap oil
cuts the flow of state revenues into bank
deposits, and banks set aside money to buy
bonds which governments will use to cover
their budget deficits.

In a report yesterday, Standard & Poor’s
said strength in Gulf banks’ earnings in the
first half of this year was unlikely to continue.
“Owing to the knock-on effects of lower oil
prices on growth and asset quality, earnings
could weaken over the next several quarters,”
it said.

Dubai’s stock index rose 0.7 percent.
Blue chip Emaar Properties added 1.4 per-
cent but most gains were by low-priced
speculative stocks such as Arabtec, which
was the most heavily traded share and
gained 4.9 percent. Abu Dhabi edged up 0.4
percent, supported by telecommunications
blue chip Etisalat and First Gulf Bank, both
up 0.7 percent. Qatar edged down 0.1 per-
cent as drilling rig provider Gulf
International Services fell back 0.8 percent.
Egypt’s index slipped 0.3 percent as Arabia
Investments dropped 4.6 percent but
investment firm Qalaa Holdings edged up
0.6 percent. — Reuters

Markets sluggish despite firmer oil, global equities

WASHINGTON: With a partnership to make
one of Google’s flagship Nexus smart-
phones, Chinese tech giant Huawei is gain-
ing new prominence which could help its
efforts to win broader global consumer
appeal. 

Huawei was tapped this week to pro-
duce the Nexus 6P, one of two handsets
unveiled this week by Google to showcase
its Android mobile operating system.

The large-screen “phablet” was unveiled
as a rival to the iPhone 6S Plus and Samsung
Galaxy Note. A second Google phone, the
Nexus 5X, will be made by South Korea’s LG.
At a time when Chinese firms are struggling
to break the dominance of Apple and
Samsung on the high end of the smart-
phone market, the partnership is a mile-
stone for Huawei.

“Clearly, working with Google is vote of
confidence in the technology of the prod-
uct,” said Ian Fogg, senior director at the
consultancy IHS Technology. Fogg said the
Nexus devices “are intended to be showcas-
es of the best of Android technology, and
are designed to be seen as innovation lead-
ers. That’s an incredibly valuable association
to have.”

A ‘bridgehead’ 
The deal with Google “opens up a route

into the US market to raise visibility for
Huawei smartphones,” Fogg noted. “Huawei
will be particularly pleased if this can be a
bridgehead into the US market.”Fogg said
that this also helps Google, which is largely
absent from China, should the US company
decide to dive back into the large market. “In
its home market of China, Huawei has both
mobile operator relationships as well as its
own expertise in selling smartphones direct
to consumers,” Fogg said.

Huawei has been selling some unlocked
high-end devices direct to US and European
consumers, and has a share of the prepaid,
low-end smartphone market along with
Chinese rival ZTE.

But Huawei and other Chinese makers
have generally lacked the appeal of Apple
and Samsung for high-end smartphone cus-
tomers. The association with Google “pro-
vides a brand boost for Huawei,” noted Avi
Greengart, who follows mobile technology
at the research firm Current Analysis. “If you
are buying a Nexus phone and it has a
Chinese brand prominently displayed, that’s
definitely a positive.”

Greengart noted that consumers will be
looking at more options now that many US
carriers and “unbundling” the service from
the device.

Breaking the connection 
The Nexus 6P, which starts at $499 for US

customers, is being sold for less than the
rival Apple 6S Plus and Samsung Galaxy
Note 5, which cost at least $700. “Once you
break the direct connection between the
service and the hardware it becomes easier
for consumers to buy their device separate-
ly, and it makes a Nexus more attractive,”
Greengart said. The partnership could boost
the prominence of Huawei, which has
received media attention from US govern-
ment allegations that the company is a secu-
rity threat because of perceived close links
to the Chinese government. The company
denies the allegations.

Last year, news reports said the US
National Security Agency had been secretly
tapping the company’s networks for years.
Huawei is one of the largest providers of net-
work infrastructure globally, but its con-
sumer products are less well-known outside

China. Some analysts say it remains ques-
tionable whether Huawei can parlay the
Google deal into a stronger position in the
smartphone market.

“I think people gravitate toward Nexus
because it is a Google device,” said Ramon
Llamas, who follows mobile technology for
research firm IDC. Llamas said other manu-
facturers partnering with Google on Nexus-
HTC, LG and Motorola, for example-have
failed to get a major boost for their brands
from the deals.

“Huawei could see some boost in sales
but not enough to catapult them to a chal-
lenge of Samsung or Apple,” he told AFP.
While Chinese makers have gained ground
recently-lifted in part by Lenovo’s acquisi-
tion of the Motorola brand-”none of them
are breaking away from the pack,” Llamas
said. “Apple and Samsung really control the
high end.”

But IHS’s Fogg said the mobile market
can shift quickly, pointing out that previous
market leaders like Nokia and BlackBerry
have seen their leadership fade quickly.

“Nothing is forever in the smartphone
market,” Fogg said. — AFP

China’s Huawei rides Google 

coattails into new markets
Tech giant gaining broader global consumer appeal

MIDEAST STOCK MARKETS

UK sees rise in labor 

costs as BoE watches

LONDON: British labor costs rose during the second quarter at their
fastest pace in more than two years, official data showed yesterday,
reinforcing the view that the Bank of England is edging closer to rais-
ing interest rates. The BoE has said it is monitoring unit labor costs -
which balance pay against productivity - closely as it considers its first
increase in borrowing costs in over seven years.

Productivity also rose in the second quarter, at its fastest pace in
four years, but remained below pre-crisis averages. “What we are see-
ing is wages rising faster than productivity, which is a thing that
makes me read this as a hawkish or a hawk-friendly data release,” Alan
Clarke, a market strategist at Scotiabank said.

Sterling and gilts showed little reaction to the data. Unit labor
costs were up 2.2 percent in the quarter versus the same period a year
ago, their fastest annual rise since late 2012, Britain’s official statistics
agency said. They rose 0.5 percent from the first three months of the
year. BoE Deputy Governor Ben Broadbent told Reuters last week that
unit labor costs needed to grow faster than 2 percent for the inflation
target to be hit. The Bank’s governor, Mark Carney, has said a decision
on whether to start raising interest rates will become clearer around
the turn of the year.

The rate outlook also hinges on whether the pick-up in wages is
faster than the rise in productivity, analysts said. Britain’s persistent
weakness in productivity at a time of solid growth has long puzzled
many policymakers. Productivity, as measured by output per hour,
grew at its fastest quarterly pace since mid-2011 and at its quickest
annual pace since late 2013, the Office for National Statistics said.

Output per hour rose 0.9 percent between April and June and
was up 1.3 percent from the second quarter of 2014. “If productivity
does see significant ongoing improvement, it means that the econ-
omy has more potential to grow without generating inflationary
pressures and that the Bank of England has more scope to be light
on the interest rate touch,” Howard Archer, chief UK economist at
IHS Global Insight.  — Reuters

NAXOS: Workers take part in the making process of Graviera local cheese
inside a workroom of a cheese cooperative on the Greek Aegean island of
Naxos. — AP
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SYDNEY: Australia’s competition watchdog
yesterday warned that Volkswagen could be
hit with up to Aus$1.1 million ($780,000) in
fines for each pollution-cheating device
installed and in use in its cars in the country.
The German auto giant is facing its deepest-
ever crisis after admitting up to 11 million
diesel cars worldwide were equipped with
sophisticated software that covertly switches
on pollution controls when they undergo an
emissions test.

The Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission (ACCC) said it was still waiting for
Volkswagen Group Australia to clarify how
many of its cars in the nation were fitted with

the so-called defeat devices. “This enforce-
ment investigation is a priority for the ACCC,”
chairman Rod Sims said in a statement.

The devices, if they are being used in the
cars, would breach Australian safety stan-
dards, Sims added. “Using defeat devices is
specifically prohibited under the Australian
Design Rules, which are picked up as
Australian Consumer Law (ACL) mandatory
safety standards,” he said.

“As the enforcer of the ACL, the ACCC can
take action against any corporation that has
breached mandatory standards.”

The regulator said the maximum penalty
for a company for each breach of consumer

law was Aus$1.1 million. According to esti-
mates by Fairfax Media and News Corporation
newspapers, up to 50,000 vehicles made by
Volkswagen and Volkswagen’s top-of-the-
range Audi subsidiary could be fitted with the
diesel engines that contain the devices.

This means Volkswagen could potentially
face billions of dollars in Australian penalties,
but such a huge fine would be unprecedent-
ed for the ACCC.

The ACCC said it was also looking into
Audi Australia’s comments Wednesday that
some of its engines could be fitted with the
device, although the carmaker said they were
“inactive”.

The watchdog’s highest fines have
stemmed from investigations into price-fixing
in the Australian air cargo market by interna-
tional airlines, with the Federal Court so far
imposing Aus$58 million in penalties over the
case. Australian law firm Maurice Blackburn
last week said it was looking into possible
consumer law action against Volkswagen,
adding that the cars affected by the scam
would likely be worth “significantly less”
when owners try to sell them at a later date.
Volkswagen yesterday said it planned to recall
up to 120,000 diesel cars sold in South Korea,
the day after its British arm revealed a recall of
nearly 1.2 million vehicles. — AFP

Australia may hit VW with millions in regulatory fines

BERLIN: Volkswagen is looking at ways to
cut costs and boost cash flow and could sell
more shares if the price of clearing up a
scandal over its rigging of diesel emissions
tests puts its credit rating at risk. The
German carmaker’s supervisory board has
discussed ways of strengthening its finances,
but has not talked about selling assets or
brands, two sources close to the board told
Reuters. One said raising money by selling
shares would become likely if the cash costs
of the scandal exceeded a “critical level”,
without elaborating.

Volkswagen declined to comment.
Europe’s largest carmaker has admitted
cheating in diesel emissions tests in the
United States and Germany’s transport min-
ister says it also manipulated them in
Europe, where Volkswagen sells about 40
percent of its vehicles.

The biggest crisis in the company’s 78-
year history has seen its shares plunge more
than a third in value and forced out long-
time chief executive Martin Winterkorn.

It has also sent shockwaves through the
global auto industry and the German estab-
lishment, which has for years held up
Volkswagen as a model of the country’s
engineering prowess.

The company has set aside 6.5 billion
euros ($7.2 billion) to help cover the costs of
the scandal, but some analysts think the
final bill could be much higher. Volkswagen
has said it will refit up to 11 million diesel
vehicles containing software capable of
cheating emission tests.  It also faces poten-
tial fines from regulators and prosecutors,
lawsuits from consumers and investors, and
a possible hit to sales and prices from the
damage to its reputation.

The sources said the board was worried
that, without boosting its finances, its credit
ratings might be downgraded, leading to
higher borrowing costs. Moody’s, S&P and
Fitch have all put negative outlooks on their
credit ratings for Volkswagen, meaning they
see a risk they might have to be cut.

“The company has a fairly robust balance
sheet-but also has a very conservative
approach to financing and its credit rating,”
Bernstein analyst Max Warburton said in a
research note this week. “We believe that if
the cash costs exceed 10 billion euros, a cap-
ital raise is highly likely.”

Warburton noted Volkswagen had 17.6
billion euros of cash at the end of the second
quarter, plus 15 billion euros of marketable
securities. But he also said it had suggested
in the past that it needed a minimum of 10
billion euros in net cash to run the business.

Under existing company rules,
Volkswagen could issue about 8 billion
euros of preference shares, which do not
carry voting rights, Warburton said. Beyond

that level, it might have to issue ordinary
shares, which could require the Piech-
Porsche families and the German state of
Lower Saxony-the company’s two largest
shareholder groups-to stump up cash.

‘NO EXCUSE’
At an auto industry conference in Berlin,

the mood was sombre, with the newly-
appointed sales chief of Volkswagen’s name-
sake brand and its head of future research
pulling out. “This (scandal) is causing dam-
age to the entire German car industry and to
German engineering,” Helmut Kluger, pub-
lisher of trade magazine Automobilwoche,
told delegates. “There is no excuse whatso-
ever for the VW cheat. Toyota will remain the
world’s largest carmaker in the foreseeable
future, that’s clear now,” he added, referring
to Volkswagen’s goal- achieved in the first
half of this year-to overtake Japan’s Toyota
to become the world’s biggest selling car-
maker. There is no evidence to date that oth-
er carmakers have used the same “cheat”
software as Volkswagen. But the industry
fears more costly regulations and a hit to
sales of diesel vehicles.

Klaus Froehlich, development chief at
German rival BMW , told the conference the
software used by Volkswagen was a “no-go”
for his company. It was not all gloom,
though. A project manager at a diesel
engine component maker who declined to

be named told Reuters he expected “lucra-
tive” business from servicing Volkswagen
cars. Volkswagen, which is already imple-
menting a 5 billion euro cost savings pro-
gram at its VW brand, imposed a hiring
freeze at its financing arm and cut a shift at a
German engine factory on Tuesday, in a sign
it is bracing for a blow to its business.

But the bad news keeps coming. France
and Australia have joined other countries in
launching investigations into Volkswagen,
while an Italian consumer group has filed a
class action lawsuit, accusing Volkswagen of
deceiving car owners and potentially harm-
ing the environment.

A Texas county has also sued the compa-
ny, accusing it of violating state environ-
mental laws and seeking up to $25,000 in
damages per violation per day. New Chief
Executive Matthias Mueller, a company vet-
eran appointed on Friday to replace
Winterkorn, is under huge pressure to get to
grips with the scandal. The company has
hired US law firm Jones Day to lead an exter-
nal investigation, a source close to the mat-
ter has said.  The external probe is a key
demand of some investors who have been
critical of the board’s decision to continue
appointing insiders to top jobs in the wake
of the crisis. Some analysts have suggested
the company might sell off its trucks busi-
ness or some brands such as Bugatti, Ducati
and Lamborghini to raise money. — Reuters

VW seeks to boost cash 
to meet scandal costs

Applications for US 
jobless edge higher

WASHINGTON: Applications for unemployment bene-
fits rose last week, but Americans are seeking jobless
aid at historically low levels consistent with a healthy
job market.

The Labor Department said yesterday that weekly
applications for jobless aid rose 10,000 to a seasonally
adjusted 277,000. The four-week average, a less volatile
figure, declined to 270,750.

Applications are a proxy for layoffs. The low level of
applications indicates that companies trust that the US
economy will continue to expand and will possibly
boost hiring. The report indicates that employers have
yet to be frightened off by the slowdown in China’s
economy and fierce sell-offs in the US stock market.
Jobless claims averaging less than 300,000 a week have
corresponded with net monthly job gains of roughly
200,000.

The government will issue its official jobs report
for September today. Economists forecast that report
will show that employers added 206,000 jobs, and
the unemployment rate held at 5.1 percent for the
second straight month. Employers have added an
average of 221,000 jobs a month in the prior three
months, a solid pace that drove the unemployment
rate to a seven-year low.

A private survey by payroll processor ADP said
Wednesday that employers added 200,000 jobs last
month.

The job growth has steadied the economy as glob-
al pressures mount. Oil prices have remained below
$50 a barrel amid weak demand from China and
much of Europe. The stronger dollar has crimped
exports, as US goods have become more expensive
for foreign buyers.

But the domestic economy has been insulated from
much of this turmoil. The steady pace of hiring has con-
tributed to rising consumer confidence and fueled
stronger home sales and more residential construction
this year. Developers have broken ground on 11 per-
cent more homes in the first eight months of this year
than at the same point in 2014. —AP

SALT LAKE CITY: A Boeing employee works on a horizontal stabilizer for a
Boeing 787 Dreamliner, at Boeing in Salt Lake City. The Institute for Supply
Management, a trade group of purchasing managers, issued its index of manu-
facturing activity for September yesterday. — AP

CHICAGO: A job seeker fills out an application during
a National Career Fairs job fair in Chicago. — AP
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JEDDAH: At a gas station in Saudi Arabia’s sec-
ond largest city of Jeddah, drivers are fueling up
their cars at just 45 cents a gallon - four times
less than the price of water.

To make that possible, the kingdom spends
up to $10.7 billion per year on gasoline subsi-
dies. It also offers a range of perks and welfare
support to its citizens such as free healthcare
and education, including thousands of scholar-
ships to expensive Western universities.

Such largesse, however, is likely to be rolled
back as the world’s largest oil exporter looks to
curb spending for the first time in years due to a
plunge in the price of crude, which accounts for
90 percent of government revenue.

While the country’s $656 billion in currency
reserves will help it avoid a brutal shift in
lifestyles and policies, the kingdom is starting to
be more careful with its finances. That will likely
mean less investment in new infrastructure proj-
ects but also possibly, down the line, less wel-
fare spending, smaller wage increases, and less
construction of much-needed housing and
roads. “It’s not an absolute crisis, but it is a ques-
tion of planning for the future,” said Karen
Young, a senior resident scholar at the Arab Gulf
States Institute in Washington D.C.

Spending dilemma
Saudi Arabia starts losing money when the

price of oil drops below $70 a barrel, experts say.
If the price hovers around the current level of
about $50 a barrel, the country can continue
spending at its current pace until 2020. “That’s
when things get bad,” said Young.

Alternatively, it can start cutting spending on
infrastructure now to free up money for social

welfare for another 30 years or so. The impact
on the population would vary due to disparities
in wealth. “We are not feeling any anxiety,”
Saeed Al-Ghamdi, 40, said as a South Asian gas
attendant fueled up his car in Jeddah. He esti-
mates that even if the government raised gas
prices by 50 percent, he’d still end up only pay-
ing a few Saudi riyals, or a dollar or two, more.

Yet many Saudis are already complaining on
social media that salaries, which sometimes
average just $300 a month, are not enough to
cover basic costs of living. The Internet is one of
the few spaces where people can discuss sensi-
tive issues since there are no political parties
and protests are banned.

Housing is out of reach for many. Rents for
middle income households are about $1,040 a
month, according to real estate adviser Jones
Lang LaSalle. By contrast, middle income house-
holds earn $1,600-$5,400 a month, meaning
many on the lower end are squeezed out of the
market and have to live with family members.

Young couples are also finding it harder to
marry due to the high cost of dowries and apart-
ments, both prerequisites for a traditional mar-
riage. Dowries and wedding celebrations can
cost tens of thousands of dollars.

Said Al-Shaikh, a member of the country’s
Shura Council that recommends policies to the
Cabinet and king, says these are some of the
reasons why the government is not preparing to
cut subsidies for fuel. “I believe that the Shura
would not be in favor at this point in time in
removing the subsidies... especially as it relates
to households,” he told The Associated Press.

He says that if the government gradually lift-
ed energy subsidies, it would first target busi-

nesses and manufacturing so as to “not neces-
sarily affect the welfare of the citizens.” The gen-
eral view is that the Saudi government will not
change the price of fuel at gas stations until
large public transportations projects, like the
metro system under construction in the capital
Riyadh, are completed.

Cash supply
One sign that times are changing is the large-

ly debt-free Saudi government is issuing bonds
to ensure it has a steady supply of cash. Fahad
Alturki, chief economist at Saudi-based Jadwa
Investment, estimates the kingdom will issue as
much as $53.5 billion in debt through next year.

For Gulf countries like Saudi Arabia, financial
strength is crucial to domestic stability.

They have relied on vast underground oil
reserves to develop their societies from impov-
erished desert tribes into modern cities that
attract foreign workers and investment. The
money has also been used to secure political
patronage for the sheikhs, emirs and kings who
have inherited the post.

Young says Gulf countries have also used
revenue from natural resources to make poli-
tics quiet by giving their populations financial
perks. She warns, though, the situation emerg-
ing now in the Gulf states, which include Saudi
Arabia,  the United Arab Emirates,  Oman,
Bahrain, Kuwait and Qatar, is more complicat-
ed than just money. She says there is a mobi-
lization of political identity among people that
has nothing to do with the amount of money
their governments spend on providing servic-
es for them. “If the leaders want to be smart,
they’ll see it as an end” to the golden years of

high oil prices, she said. “This is the time to
change.”

Foreign policy
One thing that Saudi Arabia will not roll back

on is foreign policy and defense, seen as neces-
sary for stability, says Al-Sheikh. Saudi Arabia has
used its oil wealth to throw its weight around
the region, propping up friendly governments in
Bahrain and Egypt, supporting allies in Lebanon,
arming Sunni Syrian rebels and leading an Arab
coalition into war in Yemen to fight Shiite rebels.

Because of this, any spending cuts by Saudi
Arabia will likely be made at home.

To prepare for a period of weaker oil revenue
and to keep creating jobs for the country’s
growing population, the government is looking
to diversify its revenue away from oil.

So far, the government has plans to build the
Gulf’s largest sea port, rivaling ports in nearby
Dubai, and is expanding the King Abdullah
Economic City, where 100 percent foreign own-
ership of companies is allowed and where for-
eigners can live in cushy compounds not far
from the Red Sea city of Jiddah.

Mega construction projects,  l ike the
Kingdom Tower in Jiddah are also steaming
ahead. The tower aims to eclipse Dubai’s Burj
Khalifa, currently the world’s tallest tower, by
jutting out a kilometer, or roughly 3,300 feet,
into the sky. Back at the pump, driver al-Ghamdi
waves off suggestions that the government
could be doing more. He says that when some-
one’s financial situation changes, challenges are
to be expected. “In the beginning, a person has
to struggle a bit,” he says. “But after you pass
this stage, you relax.” — AP

As oil slips, Saudi faces change 
$656bn in currency reserves will help kingdom avoid shift in lifestyles, policies

JEDDAH: A car fills up at a gas station in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. A drop in oil revenue is forcing Saudi Arabia to weigh its first cuts to welfare and investment in years.  —AP 
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PARIS: Formula One racing team Manor-
Marussia has struck a deal to race with cut-
ting edge Mercedes-Benz hybrid motors as
of the 2016 season, the German motor
giant said yesterday.

The Marussia-Ferrari used by current
drivers Will Stevens, Roberto Merhi and
newcomer Alexander Rossi, have failed to
win a single point this season. Following
the accident that led to driver Jules
Bianchi’s death, the troubled team was

eventually saved from going under after
spending a six months period out of com-
petition.

Team Principal John Booth is now dou-
bly pleased having secured a better per-
forming motor. “I am delighted to
announce our new Power Unit partnership
with Mercedes-Benz for the 2016 season
and beyond. Ultimately the strength of the
Mercedes-Benz package speaks for itself,”
said the former driver.

Head of Mercedes-Benz Motorsport
Toto Wolff said the deal meant that his
company would continue to supply three
teams, with the anticipated purchase of the
Lotus team by Renault. “It (Manor) is a tena-
cious team with a fantastic competitive
spirit, and we are all excited to see what
step forward they can make next year with
their new car coupled with the Mercedes-
Benz Hybrid Power Unit,” Wolff said.

Williams and Force India also use the

engines, as well as its own currently domi-
nant team Mercedes-AMG, led by Lewis
Hamilton and Nico Rosberg. Mercedes
director Andy Cowell said Manor had the
kind of profile his company wanted to
work with.

“It is a great pleasure to welcome the
Manor Marussia F1 Team to our stable of
customers at Mercedes. They are a team of
real racers with great spirit and impressive
determination to succeed.” —AFP

Manor to use Mercedes engines from 2016

KANNAPOLIS: Gene Haas (left), co-owner of Stewart-Haas Racing, shakes hands with Tony Stewart (right), driver
of the No 14 Stewart-Haas Racing Chevrolet and co-owner of Stewart-Haas Racing, as Clint Bowyer, newest driver
for Stewart-Haas Racing, looks on after a press conference announcing the retirement of Stewart in Kannapolis,
North Carolina. Stewart has decided his 18th year in the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series will be his last. —AFP

LONDON: Jenson Button will race for McLaren again
next season, the Formula One team confirmed yesterday
with a statement that ended speculation the 2009 world
champion was heading for retirement.

Button said he was confident the Honda-powered
team would overcome its “current difficulties” to achieve
great successes in the future. “That gives me great confi-
dence, and it is for that reason that, together, (team chief
Ron Dennis) and I have decided to continue our partner-
ship,” he said after the team confirmed he would see out
a contract that expires at the end of 2016.

“Okay, granted, this year has not been an easy one for
us, but we know what we need to do to improve things,”
said the 35-year-old.

The second most successful team in Formula One,
after Ferrari, are ninth out of 10 teams in their worst sea-
son. Button, the last McLaren to driver to win a race back
in 2012, has scored just six points in 14 races this year
and suffered repeated penalties and retirements.

Speculation that the most experienced driver on the
starting grid, who won his title with Brawn GP, was plan-
ning to call it a day has swirled around for months.

Although Dennis assured reporters at last weekend’s
Japanese Grand Prix that Button would be staying along-

side double world champion Fernando Alonso, there
were still doubters with the driver also seemingly unsure.

“Over the past month or so I have done quite a lot of
thinking, and it is no secret that I was at one point in two
minds about my future,” said Button. He said he knew
staying was the right decision as soon as he had made it.

“Jenson and I have been discussing his plans in pri-
vate for the past few weeks, and the fact that our talks
have led to today’s announcement is very pleasing to
both of us,” said Dennis in the statement.

He explained that McLaren had a termination clause
in Button’s contract that could have been triggered by
the team this year. “Once it became clear from my many
conversations with Jenson that he remained as enthusi-
astic and as committed and as focused as ever, that
option immediately became an irrelevance,” continued
the boss.

“That being the case, Jenson will race for McLaren-
Honda next year, under the terms and conditions as set
out in the two-year contract that both parties entered
into a year ago.”

Button’s continuation means he will join Michael
Schumacher and Brazilian Rubens Barrichello as the only
drivers to start 300 grands prix. —Reuters

McLaren confirm Jenson
Button to race on in 2016

Malaysia’s Chia takes 
early lead in Taipei

TAIPEI: Malaysia’s Danny Chia took the early lead during the
opening round of Mercuries Taiwan Masters yesterday after
finishing with a five-under-par 67. 

Chia, the highest ranked Malaysian on the Official World
Golf Rankings, finished one shot ahead of India’s Rashid Khan
at the Taiwan Golf and Country Club’s Tamsui course in Taipei.  

The 42-year-old credited the day’s fair conditions for card-
ing two eagles and two birdies during the opening round of
the four-day tournament. 

“I am very pleased with how I played,” he said. “I have
played a lot of times on this course and today’s playing condi-
tions has got to be one of the best so far.” 

The tournament’s youngest player, 16-year-old Phachara
Khongwatmai , ended the day tied for third. The young Thai
holds the record of being the youngest winner on the Asian
Development Tour.  

“My putting was superb today,” said Phachara. “I played in
the morning and it was not so windy so it was an advantage.”  

Meanwhile, Taiwan’s Pan Cheng-tsung, who is playing for
the first time on his home turf since turning professional in
June, finished the round tied for seventh place along with five
other contenders. 

Brief scores (par 72)
67 -Danny Chia (MAS)
68 -Rashid Khan (IND)
69 -Phachara Khongwatmai (THA), Siddikur Rahman (BAN).
70 -Arnond Vongvanij (THA), Liang Wen-chong (CHN).
71 -Mithun Perera (SRI), Yeh Wei-tze (TPE), Chan Yih-shin

(TPE), Boonchu Ruangkit (THA), Pariya Junhasavasdikul
(THA), Pan Cheng-tsung (TPE).  —AFP

CHASKA: (L-R) Broadcaster Damon Hack, Davis Love
III  (US Ryder Cup Captain) and Darren Clarke
(European Ryder Cup Captain) are pictured togeth-
er on the set of Morning Drive on Golf Channel prior
to the 2016 Ryder Cup Captains’ Press Conference
at Hazeltine National Golf  Club in Chaska,
Minnesota. —AFP
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PITTSBURGH: Jason Heyward hit a third-inning
grand slam to power the Cardinals over the
Pittsburgh Pirates 11-1 in the second game of a
doubleheader, giving St. Louis its third NL Central
title and 11th since 1994. This one may be among
the most impressive. The Cardinals assured them-
selves of the best record in the majors this season
despite losing several stars to injury for long
stretches. The Pirates will play in the NL wild-card
game against the Chicago Cubs next week.
Heyward’s shot off Bobby LaFromboise, who
replaced an ineffective Charlie Morton (9-9), gave
St. Louis an early six-run lead. Tyler Lyons (3-1) had
little trouble making it hold up as the Cardinals
reached the 100-win plateau for the ninth time. St.
Louis players jogged out of their dugout to the
infield in a businesslike celebration of their fifth
straight postseason berth. Their season-long run
atop baseball’s most competitive division - and the
ease in which the team did it - is all the more stun-
ning considering the obstacles it had to overcome.
In Game 1, Francisco Cervelli’s grand slam off
Michael Wacha (17-7) provided Gerrit Cole (19-8) all
the offense he would need to improve to 12-2 in
September during his young career. Neil Walker
also homered for the Pirates.

BLUE JAYS 15, ORIOLES 2, GAME 1
ORIOLES 8, BLUE JAYS 1, GAME 2

With its rout of Baltimore in the first game of a
doubleheader, Toronto clinched its first AL East
title in 22 years, bringing an appropriate conclu-
sion to its unstoppable, two-month run. Toronto
entered the doubleheader needing only one victo-
ry to eliminate the New York Yankees and claim its
first title since 1993. The suspense ended quickly as
the Blue Jays built a 4-0 lead in the fourth inning of
the opener before adding four unearned runs in
the fifth. The remaining innings were a mere prel-
ude to a celebration more than two decades in the
making. There were several hundred blue-clad
Toronto fans in the small crowd that gathered for
the makeup of a game washed out by rain on
Tuesday.

TWINS 7, INDIANS 1, GAME 1
INDIANS 10, TWINS 2, GAME 2

Cody Anderson pitched seven shutout innings
and Jose Ramirez hit a three-run homer, leading
the Cleveland Indians a split doubleheader, keep-
ing them alive in the AL wild -card race. Minnesota
won the first game and pulled to one game behind
the Angels for the second wild card spot - Los
Angeles lost to Oakland. Cleveland is five games
behind L.A. and still faced potential elimination if
the Astros beat the Mariners later.

Anderson (7-3) held the Twins to two hits and
won his fifth straight start. Cleveland scored four
runs in the second off Mike Pelfrey (6-11), who last-
ed 1 2-3 innings, and Francisco Lindor, continuing
his case for rookie of the year, belted a two-run
homer in the fourth.

ATHLETICS 8, ANGELS 7
Stephen Vogt hit a tiebreaking, two-run single

during Oakland’s four-run rally in the seventh
inning, and the Athletics hung on to stop Los
Angeles’ seven-game winning streak. Sean
Doolittle got pinch-hitter Collin Cowgill to ground
out with Mike Trout on third base to end it, com-
pleting a five-out save in a wild regular-season
home finale for the Angels (83-75). Eric Sogard had
an early three-run double for the last-place A’s,
whose second win in 11 games further complicat-
ed the AL playoff race. One day after the Angels
completed a two-month chase by passing Houston
for the second wild-card spot, Los Angeles commit-
ted four errors and gave up seven unearned runs
while dropping back into a tie with the Astros, who
played at Seattle later.

RED SOX 9, YANKEES 5, 11 INNINGS
New York’s normally steady bullpen wasted a

chance to clinch its first playoff berth in three years

when Dellin Betances gave up a tying homer and
Andrew Bailey allowed the go-ahead hit. After loss-
es in the first two games of the four-game series
and with the chance to wrap up a wild-card berth,
the Yankees rall ied from a 3-0 deficit.  Alex
Rodriguez’s first homer in two weeks gave them a
5-4 lead in the sixth. But on a night when Masahiro
Tanaka struggled early in his return from a ham-
string injury, the Yankees stumbled again. Still, they
need just one win in their final four games to earn
the playoff spot. Bailey (0-1) gave up an RBI single
to Deven Marrero with one out in the 11th. Chasen
Shreve yielded a run-scoring sacrifice to Jackie
Bradley Jr. and a two-run homer to Betts.

RANGERS 6, TIGERS 2
Adrian Beltre hit the first of three Texas home

runs as the AL West leaders moved closer to a post-
season berth by beating Detroit. Robinson Chirinos
and Mike Napoli also homered for the Rangers.
Yovani Gallardo (13-11) won despite giving up nine

hits in 5 1-3 innings. Matt Boyd (1-6) allowed all
three homers in 2 2-3 innings.

PHILLIES 7, METS 5
New York Mets slugger Yoenis Cespedes was

bruised on two fingers of his left hand after he was
hit by a pitch in a testy loss to Philadelphia. X-rays
were negative on Cespedes, struck on the ring and
middle fingers. He exited in the third inning, then
returned to the dugout in the sixth when the
benches started to empty following a high-and-
tight pitch. Daniel Murphy and Michael Conforto
homered for the NL East champion Mets.

Ken Roberts (1-1) retired one batter and Ken
Giles got his 15th save in 19 chances. Bobby Parnell
(2-4) lost in relief.

CUBS 10, REDS 3
Austin Jackson drove in a career-high five runs,

Jon Lester set a team for strikeouts in a season by a
left-handed pitcher and the playoff-bound Chicago

Cubs beat Cincinnati for their fourth straight win.
The Reds lost their 11th in a row. The Cubs will play
the Pirates in next week’s NL wild-card game.
Lester’s strikeout of Ivan De Jesus Jr. in the fifth
inning was his 203rd of the season, snapping the
franchise record for a left-hander set by Ken
Holtzman in 1970. Lester (11-12) finished with nine
strikeouts and retired the last 20 batters he faced.
Anthony DeSclafani (9-13) took the loss.

ROYALS 5, WHITE SOX 3, 10 innings
Eric Hosmer hit a go-ahead two-run homer in

the top of the 10th inning, and Kansas City clinched
home-field advantage in an AL Division Series. Ben
Zobrist singled with one out, and Hosmer drove a
pitch from David Robertson (6-5) into the bullpen
in right field to give the Royals the lead. It was
Hosmer’s 18th homer of the season. Alex Gordon
and Mike Moustakas also homered for Kansas City,
which had already clinched the AL Central title.
They will host the first two games of their ALDS,
and a Game 5 if necessary. Edinson Volquez went
six innings, allowed one run and nine hits while
striking out five but couldn’t pick up his first win
since Sept. 8. Franklin Morales (4-2) pitched a score-
less inning in relief and Wade Davis got his 15th
save in 16 tries.

RAYS 6, MARLINS 4
Drew Smyly won his fifth straight decision and

Grady Sizemore had a three-run double for Tampa
Bay. Smyly (5-2) allowed one run, three hits, three
walks and had eight strikeouts over six innings.
After losing his first start on Aug. 16 following a
three-month absence due to a torn left labrum, the
left-hander has gone 5-0 over an eight-start
stretch. Nick Franklin had a two-out solo homer in
the fifth off Jarred Cosart (2-5) before Sizemore put
the Rays up 5-1 with his bases-loaded opposite-
field double down the left-field line.

BRAVES 2, NATIONALS 0
Rookie Williams Perez threw six innings and

Atlanta’s bullpen did the rest to record the Braves’
first shutout since June 21. Jordan Zimmermann
(13-10), a fixture in the Nationals’ rotation since
2011, took the loss in what will likely be his final
appearance for the team that drafted him in 2007.
Zimmermann, a free agent at the end of the sea-
son, gave up two runs and six hits in six innings in
his career-high 33rd start. Perez (7-6) is audition-
ing for a spot in an uncertain rotation for the
Braves in 2016. — AP

Cardinals rout Pirates, clinch 
third straight NL Central title

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB 
Toronto 92  66 .582 -       
NY Yankees 86  72 .544 6       
Boston 78 80 .494 14      
Baltimore 77  81 .487 15      
Tampa Bay 77  81 .487 15      

Central Division
Kansas City 91 67 .576 -       
Minnesota 82 76 .519 9       
Cleveland 78 79 .497 12.5  
Chicago W Sox 74 84 .468 17      
Detroit 73 85 .462 18      

Western Division
Texas 86  72 .544 -       
Houston 84 75 .528 2.5   
LA Angels 83 75 .525 3       
Seattle 75  84 .472 11.5  
Oakland 66  93 .415 20.5  

National League
Eastern Division

NY Mets 89 69 .563 -       
Washington 80 78 .506 9       
Miami 69 89 .437 20      
Atlanta 64  94 .405 25      
Philadelphia 61 97 .386 28      

Central Division
St. Louis 100 59 .629 -       
Pittsburgh 96 63 .604 4       
Chicago Cubs 93 65 .589 6.5   
Milwaukee 68 90 .430 31.5  
Cincinnati 63 95 .399 36.5  

Western Division
LA Dodgers 88 70 .557 -       
San Francisco 83 75 .525 5       
Arizona 77 81 .487 11      
San Diego 73 85 .462 15      
Colorado 66 92 .418 22 

MLB results/standings
Pittsburgh 8, St. Louis 2; Baltimore 8, Toronto 1; Minnesota 7, Cleveland 1; Oakland 8, LA
Angels 7; Toronto 15, Baltimore 2; Boston 9, NT Yankees 5 (11 innings); Philadelphia 7, NY
Mets 5; St. Louis 11, Pittsburgh 1; Atlanta 2, Washington 0; Chicago Cubs 10, Cincinnati 3;
Tampa Bay 6, Miami 4; Cleveland 10, Minnesota 2; Texas 6, Detroit 2; Kansas City 5, Chicago
White Sox 3 (10 innings); Arizona 3, Colorado 1; Houston 7, Seattle 6; Milwaukee 5, San
Diego 0; San Francisco 5, LA Dodgers 0.

PITTSBURGH: St Louis Cardinals second baseman Kolten Wong takes the late throw from catcher Tony Cruz as Pittsburgh Pirates’
Starling Marte steals second in the fifth inning of a baseball game in Pittsburgh, Wednesday. The Pirates won 8-2. — AP



SYDNEY:  Australia called off a two-
Test tour of Bangladesh yesterday, cit-
ing terrorism fears after official warn-
ings militants may attack Western
interests.  Cricket Australia said that
advice from the country’s security and
intelligence organisation and depart-
ment of foreign affairs about an
increased risk for the team meant this
month’s matches could not proceed.

CA chief executive James
Sutherland said an independent securi-
ty assessment confirmed the “risk of
terrorism in Bangladesh targeting
Australian nationals”. “We have decid-
ed that, regrettably, we have no alter-
native but to postpone the tour,”
Sutherland said. 

Australia had been scheduled to
depart Sunday for the first Test starting
October 9 in Chittagong. Bangladesh
had tried to keep the tour alive insist-
ing that the players would be given the
level of security usually reserved for
visiting heads of state, with Home
Minister Asaduzzaman Khan saying the
“highest security protocol” would be
provided.

Nazmul Hassan, the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) president,
expressed sadness at the decision,
insisting that measures to tighten
security should have satisfied any safe-
ty concerns. 

“Many countries face this kind of
terrorist threat but it never stops crick-
et,” he told reporters in Dhaka. “With
the kind of blanket security that we
had offered them, I can’t see how they
would have faced any problems.”

However, the death of an Italian aid
worker in Dhaka’s diplomatic quarter
shot three times on Monday night in a
murder claimed by Islamic State group
had escalated fears. “We had hoped
that the security concerns would fade,
but unfortunately the advice we have
received from government, our own
security experts and independent
security advisors has clearly indicated
that there are now high risks to our
people should they make the trip,”
Sutherland said.

“We have worked tirelessly to try to
find a way for the tour to proceed, but
in the end it was simply not possible,”

he said. CA said it would work with the
BCB to try to reschedule the tour which
had been expected to be closely-
fought after the hosts recently  claimed
a series of high-profile scalps on home
soil.

“Bangladesh is clearly on the rise as
a cricketing nation and our new-look
Australian team was looking forward to
the challenge of playing this series.
The circumstances that led to the deci-
sion to cancel the tour are bigger than
the game of cricket,” Sutherland said.

“Where there are elements that are
beyond our control - as there are in this
case - the importance of player safety is
brought sharply into focus, and this is
absolutely paramount.”

BCB president Hassan said:
“Bangladesh cricket has been going
through a very good period so this
kind of development, coming at this
time, is sad and unfortunate.”

Security Scare 
International schools in Bangladesh

were closed on Tuesday while Western
embassies restricted their diplomats’

movements. The British Foreign Office
warned against attending gatherings
of westerners in Bangladesh due to
“reliable information” militants may be
planning to target Westerners.

The US embassy in Dhaka said its
diplomats would be barred from
attending international hotels and
advised citizens to follow suit.
Bangladesh sees itself as a moderate
Muslim country. But the gruesome
killings of four atheist bloggers this
year rocked the nation and sparked a
crackdown on hardline Islamist groups.

The security scare also spilled over
to soccer Thursday with Australia’s
football chiefs announcing their own
concerns about playing in the South
Asian nation. Football  Federation
Australia (FFA) officially notified FIFA of
their security fears. The group-topping
Socceroos are due to take on
Bangladesh in Dhaka on November 17.

“FFA is concerned about the securi-
ty situation in Bangladesh,” it said. “FFA
has formally raised the matter with
FIFA and AFC (Asian Football
Confederation).” —AFP

Australia scraps Bangladesh tour on terror scare

Pakistan
Azhar Ali run out 11
Shehzad c Chigumbura b Panyangara 12
Mohammad Hafeez c Masakadza b Jongwe 10
Sarfraz Ahmed c Williams b Cremer 44
Shoaib Malik b Nyumbu 31
Mohammad Rizwan not out 75
Imad Wasim run out 61
Aamer Yamin not out 1
Extras (2b, 5lb, 6w, 1nb 14
Total (6 wkts, 50 overs) 259
Fall of wickets: 1-16 (Azhar Ali), 2-24 (Ahmed
Shehzad), 3-35 (Mohammad Hafeez), 4-100 (Shoaib
Malik), 5-128 (Sarfraz Ahmed), 6-252 (Imad Wasim).
Did not bat: Wahab Riaz, Yasir Shah, Mohammad Irfan.
Bowling: Panyangara 9-1-66-1, Jongwe 9-1-42-1,
Chibhabha 8-1-25-0, Cremer 6-0-45-1, Williams 9-0-
35-0, Nyumbu 9-0-39-1.

Zimbabwe
B. Chari b Yasir Shah 16
C. Chibhabha lbw b Imad Wasim 12
H. Masakadza b Yasir Shah 15
S. Williams b Shoaib Malik 26
Sikandar Raza c Shoaib Malik b Yasir Shah 19
E. Chigumbura c M Rizwan b Yasir Shah 22
R. Mutumbami c Hafeez b Yasir Shah 3
L. Jongwe lbw b Shoaib Malik 0
G. Cremer lbw b Shoaib Malik 2
T. Panyangara c Imad Wasim b Yasir Shah 4
J. Nyumbu not out 2
Extras (1lb, 5w, 1nb) 7
Total (all out, 37 overs) 128
Fall of wickets: 1-23 (Chibhabha), 2-38 (Chari), 3-54
(Masakadza), 4-89 (Williams), 5-101 (Sikandar Raza), 6-
107 (Mutumbami), 7-108 (Jongwe), 8-122
(Chigumbura), 9-122 (Cremer), 10-128 (Panyangara).
Bowling: Mohammad Irfan 4-2-7-0, Aamer Yamin 6-
1-22-0, Imad Wasim 7-0-24-1, Yasir Shah 9-0-26-6,
Wahab Riaz 4-0-18-0, Shoaib Malik 7-0-30-3.
Result: Pakistan won by 131 runs.

SCOREBOARD
HARARE: Scoreboard for the first one-day
international between Zimbabwe and
Pakistan yesterday:
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Wasim urges Modi to 
revive Indo-Pak ties

KARACHI:  Legendary paceman Wasim Akram yesterday
urged Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to end his
country’s cricketing boycott of Pakistan saying the
ongoing impasse was hurting fans across the globe.

Pakistan is awaiting New Delhi’s clearance for a full
series, the first between the two countries since 2007,
that was due to be played in United Arab Emirates start-
ing December. India called off most sporting fixtures
between the rivals after the 2008 Mumbai attacks, which
were planned by militants in Pakistan, though they did
play a limited-overs series in 2012.

Recent cross-border tensions including firing across
the disputed territory of Kashmir have put the tour in
doubt, but Wasim, 49, said he was hopeful Modi would
give it the green light. “I request prime minister Modi to
clear the tour,” Wasim told AFP. “I heard that he told his
cabinet that he doesn’t have any problems in playing
sports with Pakistan so cricket should flourish.

“What I have noticed is that PM Modi is striving to
make India a superpower and they are cricketing super-
power so they have a duty to look around the world and
cooperate in others’ progress so I am sure he will okay
the series,” he added.

Wasim, considered the best left-arm pacer in history,
said India versus Pakistan fixtures were a part of cricket’s
fabric and their loss was hurting the game. “It’s the loss
for the cricketing world which has a small base. India-
Pakistan is the ultimate contest and I grew up dreaming
to feature in an India-Pakistan match.”

He fondly recalled Pakistan’s tour of India in 1999,
where his team beat the hosts in two of their three Tests.
“We went to India under severe threats but what hap-
pened to us there is history,” said Wasim, who was cap-
tain at the time. “We were accorded a warm welcome
everywhere we went and the love and affection was
unbelievable.

“The same thing happened when India toured
Pakistan in 2004 and even now when I tour India as a
commentator people meet me with great affection and
they ask me why are we not playing cricket.

“Billions enjoy Indo-Pak matches and its intensity out-
matches every other rivalry as no team wants to lose
and no fan wants to see his team lose, so I sincerely
hope that everything is set aside and cricketing ties go
on uninterrupted.”  —AFP

HARARE: Legspinner Yasir Shah took
6-26 as Pakistan thumped Zimbabwe
by 131 runs in the first one-day inter-
national yesterday. Shah ran through
Zimbabwe’s top and middle order,
taking five of the first seven wickets
as the home team crumbled to 128
all out chasing Pakistan’s 259-6 at
Harare Sports Club.

Put in to bat first by Zimbabwe,
Pakistan struggled at the start and
was 35-3 before its middle order
came to the rescue. Sarfraz Ahmed
hit 44, Shoaib Malik made 31, and
then Mohammad Rizwan and Imad
Wasim both got half-centuries in a
124-run partnership for the sixth

wicket. Rizwan was top scorer with a
career-best 75 in ODIs, hitting four
fours and two sixes. Wasim made 61
and their stand ensured Pakistan
went past 250.

Zimbabwe never came close and
was bowled out in just 37 overs as
Shah produced the second-best
bowling performance by a Pakistan
spinner in an ODI behind Shahid
Afridi’s 7-12 against West Indies in
2013. Sean Williams’ 26 from 31 balls
was the best score from the
Zimbabwean batting.

Pakistan leads the three-game
ODI series and also won both
Twenty20 games. —AP

Pakistan thumps Zimbabwe 
by 131 runs in 1st ODI

HARARE: Zimbabwe batsman John Nyumbu is in action during
the first in a series of three ODI cricket matches between
Pakistan and Zimbabwe at Harare Sports Club, yesterday. —AFP
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WUHAN: Britain’s Johanna Konta pulled off a stunning
third-set revival on Wednesday as she floored top seed
Simona Halep in the biggest upset yet at the shock-prone
Wuhan Open.

As defending champion Petra Kvitova joined the exo-
dus of top seeds, world number two Halep appeared to
have the measure of 66th-ranked Konta when she led 5-1
in the third.

But 24-year-old Konta, who reached the US Open last
16 as a qualifier, bravely fought her way back to take it 6-3,
3-6, 7-5 and set up a quarter-final with childhood idol
Venus Williams.

“I wasn’t actively thinking ‘I can win this’ or ‘It’s over’. I
was just trying to stay out there as long as possible and
keep fighting every single point,” Konta said. She added
that she grew up watching Williams, the seven-time
Grand Slam title-winner, and that the chance to play the
American was “a bit of a childhood dream”.

Konta will now overtake Heather Watson to become
Britain’s number one, and will almost certainly move into
the world’s top 50 when new rankings are released on
Monday.

She is also the the first British woman to beat a world
number two in 34 years, after Sue Barker won against
Tracy Austin in Brighton in 1981.

Halep said: “I can say I was dominating the third set till
5-2, then I don’t know what happened. I have no idea.
What I know is that I lost from 5-2.”   

One-way traffic 
It was the most remarkable result so far of what has

been a highly unpredictable tournament in central China
after a rash of upsets and retirements. Last year’s winner
Kvitova had looked exhausted after Tuesday’s three-set

tussle with Daria Gavrilova, and it was no surprise when
she went down to US Open finalist Roberta Vinci.

The Czech led 4-0 in the first set but she eventually lost
the opener in a tie-break and then struggled in the second
as Italy’s Vinci took it 7-6 (7/3), 6-2. “I think she’s playing
with a lot of confidence right now,” Kvitova said of Vinci,
who ended Serena Williams’ bid for a calendar-year Grand
Slam to reach the US Open final.

Vinci said: “The court was for me slow and also the ball
heavy. (It) was difficult for me to push a lot. But, of course,
I’m really happy.” With Maria Sharapova, Victoria
Azarenka, Caroline Wozniacki, Belinda Bencic also depart-
ing early, Ana Ivanovic became another big name to fall
when she lost Garbine Muguruza.

The Serbian former world number one won the first
set but it was one-way traffic thereafter as Muguruza sud-
denly rediscovered her mojo and romped home 4-6, 6-1,
6-0. “First set, I lost. I was a little bit disappointed. I said,
look, I’m going to fight again and see what happens. I
found my game again,” said the hard-hitting Spaniard.

Muguruza, currently ranked eighth, is among several
players in the running to reach this month’s eight-player
WTA Finals in Singapore, where at least five places remain
up for grabs. Kvitova, who was hit by glandular fever this
year and was visibly tired as she left court, confirmed she
would play next week’s China Open as she bids to qualify
for the WTA Finals. 

But Sharapova, who retired with an arm injury in
Wuhan and has not completed a match since July, will not
defend her title in Beijing, leaving her participation in the
Finals in question.

“I am very disappointed to have to pull out of the
China Open this year and not have the chance to defend
my title,” the Russian said in a statement. — AFP

Brilliant Konta stuns Halep 

as shocks roll in Wuhan

WUHAN: Johanna Konta of Britain returns a shot to Simona Halep of Romania during the women’s
singles match on day three of the Wuhan Open tennis tournament in Wuhan, in China’s Hubei
province. — AFP 

SINGAPORE: World number one
Serena Williams has opted against
defending the WTA Finals title and
decided to end her season early fol-
lowing a roller coaster campaign lit-
tered with pains and prizes, the
American said on Thursday.

The 34-year-old’s last match was
her shock loss to Italy’s Roberta Vinci
in the semi-finals of the U.S. Open last
month, which ended her bid to
become the first women in 27 years to
win all four grand slam titles in the
same season.

The 21-times grand slam singles
champion said she had been carrying
injuries throughout the campaign and
the loss to Vinci had taken its toll,
adding she would not play again this
year after also pulling out of next
week’s China Open.

“My journey in tennis this year has
been at times exhilarating, at times
disappointing,” Williams said in a
statement carried by China Open
organisers. “I’ve played injured most
of the year - whether it was my elbow,
my knee, or in the finals moments
after a certain match in Flushing, my
heart. “I’m a fierce competitor and I
want to compete as well as I can, for as
long as I can. 

“This is a very difficult decision, but
one ultimately made because of the

love of the game.” After winning the
Australian and French Open titles,
Williams became the earliest ever
qualifier for the eight-woman end-of-
season finals when she won her third
round match at Wimbledon in July.

The American went on to win the
grass court championships but under
the heavy weight of expectation she
was unable to add the US Open title
after she threw away a set lead against
Vinci.

Recuperating for another tilt at
adding to her major haul next year is
the obvious goal for Williams, who is
three shy of matching Australian
Margaret Court’s record of 24 grand
slam singles titles and one off Steffi
Graf.

However, her withdraw is a big
blow to the organisers of the Oct. 25-
Nov. 1 WTA Finals, who are already
sweating on the fitness of world num-
ber three Maria Sharapova after the
Russian also pulled out of the China
Open following a forearm injury in
Wuhan.

The two headline acts, along with
Romania’s Simona Halep, are the
only three qualifiers so far for the
tournament, which will be staged in
Singapore for the second time as
part of a f ive-year deal with the
WTA. — Reuters

BANGKOK: Rafael Nadal heaped
praise on longstanding rival Novak
Djokovic yesterday for playing at a lev-
el “difficult to equal” ahead of an exhi-
bition match between the pair in
Bangkok.

The Spaniard, who ended the sea-
son without a Grand Slam title for the
first time since 2004, congratulated
the top-ranking Serbian for his “amaz-
ing” run culminating in last month’s

US Open title, his third major of the
year.

“The mental strength and the level
of tennis is difficult to equal,” Nadal,
29, said sitting next to Djokovic at a
press conference in the Thai capital.  “I
texted him after the US Open, but I
want to say today in a public way, it’s
amazing the way he’s playing during
the whole season.”

In contrast the Spaniard’s perform-

ance at this year’s Grand Slam tourna-
ments has triggered fears over his
future in the game. The 14-time major
winner crashed to his earliest exit in
New York in 10 years in September,
beaten by Italian Fabio Fognini in the
third round after being two sets up,
with questions raised over his fitness.

The former world number one, now
ranked seventh, faced similar scrutiny
after quarter-final exits at the

Australian and French Opens and a
second-round loss at Wimbledon.

In September Djokovic, 28, seized
his 10th Grand Slam title and now
stands just seven behind the record of
Roger Federer, who he has defeated in
the US Open final.

Nadal and Djokovic face each other
in an exhibition match, which organis-
ers say is sold-out, in Bangkok’s Hua
Mark Indoor Stadium on Friday. — AFP

Nadal says Djokovic ‘difficult to equal’

Serena ends season 

to focus on health

Serena Williams 



BERLIN: UEFA chief Michel Platini has
failed so far to give a “credible explana-
tion” for a $2million dollar payment
from FIFA, the head of Germany’s foot-
ball league said in an interview pub-
lished  yesterday.”Michel Platini needs
to give an open and credible explana-
tion to football fans on what it was
about-and I stress: credible,” Reinhard
Rauball told the daily Sueddeutsche
Zeitung.

Platini was dragged into a widening
scandal at FIFA when Swiss prosecutors
opened a probe last week against FIFA
chief Sepp Blatter.  Part of the investiga-
tion was focused on the two million
Swiss francs ($2 million/1.8 million
euro) Blatter paid to the French legend
in 2011, apparently for consulting work
done between 1998 and 2002.

Switzerland’s Attorney General
Michael Lauber has said there is evi-
dence that the payment was “disloyal”
to FIFA’s interests.  Platini, 60, has told
AFP that he was paid the sum only a
decade after the consulting work was
done because of financial constraints at
FIFA in 1998-2002.  The state of the
world body’s finances for the period are
unclear however.  Rauball said Platini
had told UEFA members in a letter that
he could not comment on the investi-
gation-a point that the German football
chief said he did not appreciate.

“As a private individual in his pri-

vate, civilian sphere, he can of course
do so if he feels that he needs to pro-
tect himself,” said Rauball.  But given
that Platini is putting himself forward
as a candidate for the FIFA chief job, he
needs to adhere to “higher standards”.
“What Platini has revealed to us so far is
simply not enough,” said Rauball, him-
self a lawyer by training.

FIFA’s worst-ever crisis began in
May when US prosecutors charged 14

football officials and sports business
executives over involvement in more
than $150 million of bribes. Amid the
corruption storm, Blatter announced
on June 4 that he would stand down,
with a special election to be held in
February. 

Platini had been the favourite to win
that vote, but some believe his implica-
tion in the Swiss probe could harm his
candidacy.  — AFP
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No excuses as N

Zealand seek lift-off

against Georgia

CARDIFF: There will be no excuses if New Zealand fail to raise
their game significantly in the Rugby World Cup Pool C match
against Georgia, captain Richie McCaw said yesterday. The
defending champions beat Argentina 26-16 and Namibia 58-14
in their first two games but failed to produce their usual slick
ruthless rugby and they are keen to put that right against
Georgia today. 

“Performance-wise, we need to take a step up,” McCaw told
reporters. “We have all had a run in the first two games so there
are no excuses for not being ready to go.” Coach Steve Hansen
has rotated the squad to keep his players fresh. “When you
haven’t played for a while there is always a bit if rustiness,”
McCaw said. “You don’t like to use it as an excuse but I think
that was what let us down last week against Namibia. The guys
were trying hard but were making some crucial mistakes. You
can’t afford to let that happen.” The All Blacks are facing
Georgia for the first time. “I don’t think you need to be playing
against a new side like Georgia to keep you fresh,” McCaw said.
“The fact that we are going into the third game of the World
Cup means there is a bit of an edge there, regardless of who the
opposition is.

“We understand who we are up against but the main focus
is about us getting our game spot on. The excitement we have
got from that is enough. Still, playing against a side like Namibia
or Georgia is something different and add to that the
Millennium Stadium and it’s pretty exciting.”

Assistant coach Ian Foster scoffed at the suggestion that
New Zealand’s modest performances had kept the world
champions out of the tournament spotlight. “Maybe from the
outside looking in it appears as though we are going under the
radar,” he said. “However, from our point of view that’s not the
case. We are focusing on us and what we need to do and we
need to show some improvements because at the end of next
week we are at the business end of the competition,” Foster
added. “That’s when nobody is under the radar. There has cer-
tainly been a real edge at training this week.” —Reuters

UEFA chief Michel Platini 

Platini yet to give ‘credible’

reason, German league chief

‘Sleeping giant’ India in deep slumber
MUMBAI: India’s glitzy super league returns this
weekend, but a struggling national team and insuffi-
cient facilities in the cricket-mad country means the
“sleeping giant” of world football is unlikely to stir
anytime soon. India languish in 155th place in the
FIFA world rankings and a recent humiliating 2-1 loss
to tiny Guam further underscored the country’s
urgent need to develop a crop of future stars. But for-
eign players, who have flocked to the Indian Super
League (ISL) for the second season, said more young-
sters would only turn to the beautiful game if there
were green spaces to play on.

“All the kids, they love football. They want to play
football but there are no facilities,” said former
French international Nicolas Anelka. Anelka, the play-
er-manager of Mumbai City FC, said even his own
side was having trouble finding a grass pitch to pre-
pare for the coming season.

“We have to find a way to train on normal grass
(instead of artificial turf). We have to find something.
I don’t know when, I don’t know how,” the frustrated
Frenchman said. Former caretaker England boss
Peter Taylor, who famously handed David Beckham
the captaincy of “The Three Lions”, said the infra-
structure he has seen since being appointed Kerala
Blasters coach is troubling.  “I look at some of the
facilities and again they could improve, there’s no
doubt about that because some of the pitches
should be better,” Taylor told reporters.

The eight-team ISL kicks off on Saturday with
Chennaiyin FC, managed by World Cup winner
Marco Materazzi, taking on defending champions
Atletico de Kolkata, starring Portuguese striker
Helder Postiga.

The 10-week tournament drew tens of thousands
of supporters in its first year and has been credited
with helping to boost football’s popularity in India
through its string of big names.

Poor coaching 
Brazilian great Zico, FC Goa’s coach, praised the

ISL for raising the sport’s profile but stressed that
long-term investment, opportunities and time were
also needed to help steal attention from cricket.

“In Japan they used to play baseball and then they
built a lot of football grounds, and then people could
play football,” the former Japan national team boss
explained. He added that India required a better
coaching set-up at the grassroots level if the “sleeping
giant”, as under-fire FIFA President Sepp Blatter once
termed India, is to be woken.

Stevie Grieve, a football commentator and coach
based in New Delhi, agrees. “None of the current
Indian professional players look like they’ve had any
technical work as kids. So the national team coach
has to actually teach them stuff that they should
know when they are 12 or 13,” he told AFP. 

India’s under-16s enjoyed positive results recently.
And Grieve said if that success can be harnessed,
India can think about trying to qualify for the World
Cup in “at least 18 years”.

The ISL says it is “committed to a strong grassroots
development programme” and England legend
David Platt, manager of FC Pune City, told AFP it was
important that the ISL, AIFF and domestic I-League all
worked together. The All India Football Federation
reportedly recently shelved plans to open eight youth
academies across the country, instead opting for a
main centre in Goa.  

Pollution fears 
Its general secretary told the Times of India the

decision was taken because of a “lack of quality play-
ers, coaches, age cheating and, of course, lack of
resources”. Concerns over pollution are compound-
ing India’s struggle to bring football to the masses,
with the capital New Delhi often cited as the world’s

most-polluted city. Grieve, from Scotland, said par-
ents had expressed concerns to him about the long-
term health effects on their children of spending two
hours a day playing football outside. Zico said Indian
football would also benefit from the handsomely-
paid foreign players staying for a longer season.
“They don’t remain here for a long time. They don’t
work some of them... (then) they leave,” he told jour-
nalists at an ISL media day in Mumbai. But World Cup

winner Lucio believes the professionalism and experi-
ence of the foreign imports can rub off on the domes-
tic players, while former Liverpool ace John Arne Riise
insisted the Indians would benefit from coming out
of their shells.

“They’re so shy and respectful and if you talk to
them it looks like they’re going to cry,” said the Delhi
Dynamos left-back.  “You just have to ask them to be
a bit tougher but they’re getting there.” — AFP

NEW DELHI: In this photograph taken on Wednesday, Delhi Dynamos FC Dutch-Spanish
footballer Hans Mulder (L) controls the ball as he takes part in a training session at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in New Delhi.   India’s glitzy super league returns this weekend,
but a struggling national team and insufficient facilities in the cricket-mad country means
the “sleeping giant” of world football is unlikely to stir anytime soon.   — AFP 
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MALMO: Real Madrid’s Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo (R) and Malmo’s Norwegian midfielder Jo Inge Berget vie
for the ball during the UEFA Champions League first-leg Group A football match between Malmo FF and Real Madrid CF
at the Swedbank Stadion, in Malmo, Sweden. — AFP

MADRID: Cristiano Ronaldo immedi-
ately turned his thoughts to Sunday’s La
Liga derby at Atletico Madrid after his
Champions League double on
Wednesday drew him level with Raul as
Real Madrid’s all-time leading marks-
man on 323 goals.

Ronaldo, who scored twice in the 2-
0 Group A success at Malmo, has need-
ed a mere 308 matches across seven
seasons to equal Raul’s tally, amassed
in 741 games over 16 years, and can
break the record in the clash at the
Calderon.

The Portugal captain, who took his
career total for club and country to 501,
told reporters Raul had sent him a con-
gratulatory message urging him to
“score 300 more”.

He then reacted tetchily to questions
about why he has largely refused to talk

to the media in recent months and
quashed suggestions he might leave
Real in the short term, possibly to return
to former club Manchester United.

“My future is at Madrid,” the 30-year-
old said. “I want to win things here and I
feel good,” he added. “But as I have said
a mill ion times nobody knows the
future. We will see what happens.”

Real were knocked off top spot in La
Liga after they were held to a 0-0 draw
at home to Malaga last weekend and
are third on 14 points, level with Celta
Vigo and two ahead of Atletico.

Villarreal, who play at Levante on
Sunday, are the surprise leaders on 16
points, one ahead of second-placed
champions Barcelona, who play at
Europa League holders Sevilla tomor-
row.

“It’s going to be tough,” Ronaldo

said of the game at the Calderon, where
Real were thumped 4-0 in La Liga last
term. “Atletico play very well and are
full of confidence,” he added. “We are
also in good shape and important play-
ers are coming back (from injury).”

Real coach Rafa Benitez is waiting on
the fitness of several key men including
Wales winger Gareth Bale, Colombia
playmaker James Rodriguez and Spain
centre back Sergio Ramos. Benitez’s
Barca counterpart Luis Enrique also has
injury worries, with Spain playmaker
Andres Iniesta this week joining the
likes of Argentina forward Lionel Messi
and Brazil midfielder Rafinha on the
sidelines.

After this  weekend’s round of
games, there is a two-week break in
domestic action as players head off for
international duty. — Reuters

Record-man Ronaldo turns 

focus on Madrid derby

Teenager Alli and Ings

get first England call-ups 

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s teenage midfielder Dele Alli was
called into England’s squad for the first time yesterday for this month’s
final two Euro 2016 qualifiers against Estonia and Lithuania.

The 19-year-old, who has represented England at every level from
Under-17s upwards, joined Spurs from Milton Keynes Dons for five
million pounds ($7.57 million) earlier this year and is one of two new
faces in the squad. 

Liverpool striker Danny Ings, 23, who is also uncapped at senior
level, was also included for the first time but club mate Daniel
Sturridge missed out after only just returning from long-term injury.

Southampton defender Ryan Bertrand is recalled in place of Luke
Shaw who broke his leg in two places playing for Manchester United
at PSV Eindhoven last month. “Danny (Ings) was someone we fol-
lowed very closely at Burnley last year but we did not have the chance
to bring him in because he was an important member of the Under-
21s,” said manager Roy Hodgson.

“But now he is a senior and it was a good opportunity to bring him
in. Dele Alli is the more off-beat one I suppose because he is so young
and only just broken into the Tottenham team but we have been very
impressed by what we have seen of him.”

England have already qualified for the finals in France next year fol-
lowing eight straight Group E wins and Hodgson said he was taking
both games seriously because he wanted to finish with a perfect
record of 10 victories. “I think the game in Lithuania will be the one
where if any experimentation or changes take place it will be there,
which might damage our chances of getting the perfect 10 but I am
prepared to accept that,” he added. England play Estonia at Wembley
on Oct. 9 and visit Lithuania three days later.

Squad:
Goalkeepers: Jack Butland (Stoke City), Joe Hart (Manchester City),

Tom Heaton (Burnley) Defenders: Ryan Bertrand (Southampton), Gary
Cahill (Chelsea), Nathaniel Clyne (liverpool), Kieran Gibbs (Arsenal), Phil
Jagielka (Everton), Phil Jones (Manchester United), Chris Smalling
(Manchester United), John Stones (Everton). 

Midfielders: Dele Alli (Tottenham Hotspur), Ross Barkley (Everton),
Michael Carrick (Manchester United), Adam Lallana (Liverpool), James
Milner (Liverpool), Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Arsenal), Jonjo Shelvey
(Swansea City).

Forwards: Raheem Sterling (Manchester City), Danny Ings (liver-
pool), Harry Kane (Tottenham Hotspur), Wayne Rooney (Manchester
United), Jamie Vardy (Leicester City), Theo Walcott (Arsenal). — Reuters

ASUNCION: Carlos Rolon, top, of Paraguay’s Olimpia
fights for the ball  with Diego Vera of Argentina’s
Independiente during a Copa Sudamericana soccer game
in Asuncion, Paraguay, Wednesday. — AP

SINGAPORE: Singapore’s football associ-
ation has vowed to amend its constitu-
tion next year after FIFA demanded an
end to political interference in the
appointment of the national body’s coun-
cil members.

In a statement issued late Wednesday,
the Football Association of Singapore
(FAS) said it will work closely with FIFA on
amendments that will “ensure alignment”
of its election process with the statutes of
the sport’s global governing body.

“We will also seek the consent of our
members and affiliates as well as the nec-

essary regulatory approvals for any
changes to the constitution,” it said.
Compliance with FIFA rules is crucial for
Singapore’s participation in international
competitions.

“We expect to amend our constitution
by March next year, and will make a fur-
ther announcement in due course on the
timing of the council elections,” FAS said.

The current FAS selection process is
inconsistent with FIFA rules, which frown
on government interference in national
football associations.

The FAS constitution, available online,

states that all council members, including
the president and deputy president, shall
be appointed by the Singapore minister
in charge of sports and confirmed by vot-
ing at an annual general meeting. The
FAS chief is traditionally an elected mem-
ber of the ruling People’s Action Party,
which has governed Singapore for the
past 56 years.

FIFA had earlier asked FAS to put on
hold internal elections due this month
while the discussions are under way to
amend the constitution.

In the statement, FAS said it will keep

its current office bearers while working
on the constitutional amendments. It
stressed that its current selection process
has been in place since 1982 and FIFA did
not make any objections until recently
when it asked for a review.

In May this year, FIFA suspended
Indonesia after the Jakarta government
sought to oust the country’s football
association. A suspension for Singapore
could end the city-state’s participation in
ongoing 2018 World Cup qualifiers and
rule Singapore clubs out of international
competitions. — AFP

Singapore FA to end political appointments under FIFA pressure
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WUHAN: Johanna
Konta of Britain

returns a shot to
Simona Halep of

Romania during the
women’s singles

match on day three
of the Wuhan Open
tennis tournament

in Wuhan, in China’s
Hubei province on

Wednesday. — AFP 
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