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Group A
Real Madrid 2 2 0 0 6 0 6
Paris SG 2 2 0 0 5 0 6
Malmo FF 2 0 0 2 0 4 0
Shakhtar 2 0 0 2 0 7 0

Group B
PSV Eindhoven 2 1 0 1 4 4 3
Manr United 2 1 0 1 3 3 3
CSKA Moscow 2 1 0 1 3 3 3
Wolfsburg 2 1 0 1 2 2 3

Group C
Benfica 2 2 0 0 4 1 6
Atletico 2 1 0 1 3 2 3
Galatasaray 2 0 1 1 2 4 1
Astana 2 0 1 1 2 4 1

Group D
Juventus 2 2 0 0 4 1 6
Sevilla 2 1 0 1 3 2 3
Man City 2 1 0 1 3 3 3
M’gladbach 2 0 0 2 1 5 0

Group E
Barcelona 2 1 1 0 3 2 4
Leverkusen 2 1 0 1 5 3 3
BATE Borisov 2 1 0 1 4 6 3
Roma 2 0 1 1 3 4 1

Group F
Bayern 2 2 0 0 8 0 6
Olympiakos 2 1 0 1 3 5 3
Dinamo 2 1 0 1 2 6 3
Arsenal 2 0 0 2 3 5 0

Group G
Dynamo Kiev 2 1 1 0 4 2 4
FC Porto 2 1 1 0 4 3 4
Chelsea 2 1 0 1 5 2 3
Maccabi 2 0 0 2 0 6 0

Group H
Zenit 2 2 0 0 5 3 6
Valencia 2 1 0 1 3 3 3
Gent 2 0 1 1 2 3 1
Lyon 2 0 1 1 1 2 1

PARIS: UEFA Champions League tables after yester-
day’s matches in Groups A, B, C and D (played, won,
drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

Champions League tables

GERMANY: Sergio Aguero’s 90th-
minute penalty sealed Manchester
City’s 2-1 comeback win at Borussia
Moenchengladbach yesterday in
the Champions League to continue
the Germans’ spot-kick misery in
Europe.

Having opened their debut
Champions League campaign with
a 3-0 defeat at Sevilla, which includ-
ed two penalties, Gladbach remain
bottom of Group D as they search
to replace ex-coach Lucien Favre.

City are now third only on goal-
difference after leaders Juventus
enjoyed a 2-0 win at home to
Sevilla on Wednesday as Manuel
Pellegrini’s Citizens bounced back
from their opening 2-1 defeat at
home to the Italians. After striker
Lars Stindl had put Gladbach ahead
at Borussia Park, City came from
behind as Andreas Christensen’s
own goal put the English team lev-
el before Aguero’s winning spot-
kick.

The win breathes life back into
City’s European aspirations as they
bounced back from their 4-1 maul-
ing at Tottenham Hotspur in the
Premier League on Saturday.

The result is a set back for
Gladbach, who suffered their first
defeat under caretaker coach
Andre Schubert after two
Bundesliga wins since Favre quit on
September 20 after five German
league defeats. This was Borussia’s
first European match at this level
for 37 years and their first defeat to
English opposition at home on the
continent in six matches.

Only a superb early save pre-
vented City taking an early lead
when Wolfsburg goalkeeper Yann
Sommer blocked Aguero’s shot
with his hip in a reflex save.

At the other end, City’s Joe Hart

saved a penalty from Gladbach’s
Raffael, who harmlessly pushed his
shot to the England goalkeeper’s
left to invite the save with 20 min-
utes gone.

It was poetic justice after the
Brazilian had appeared to dive
over Nicolas Otamendi ’s  out-
stretched legs. Only a superb save
from Hart on 33 minutes denied
Raffael,  then Germany winger
Patrick Herrmann, as Gladbach
kept up the pressure.

City captain Yaya Toure failed to

come out for the second-half after
aggravating a leg injury the defen-
sive midfielder had picked up in
the Spurs’ defeat. 

Stindl put Gladbach ahead
when Julian Korb’s pass found him
unmarked in the area and his shot
wrong-footed Hart on 54 minutes.

City drew level 11 minutes later
Mar tin Demichelis’ shot was
cleared from behind the line by
Korb.  His centre -back par tner
Otamendi fired home the weak
punt out of defence and volleyed

his shot into the back of the
Gladbach net after the ball deflect-
ed off Gladbach’s Christensen.

City got the crucial  penalty
when Fabian Johnson fouled
Aguero in the area and the striker
sent Sommer the wrong way and
tucked his shot into the bottom
right-hand corner.

Only some heroics from the
bloodied Swiss goalkeeper at
Aguero’s feet in the dying minutes
saved City from leaving Germany
with a bigger win. —AFP

Late Aguero penalty 

seals Man City’s win

GERMANY: Manchester City’s Raheem Sterling (left) and Moenchengladbach’s Mahmoud Dahoud
(right) challenge for the ball during their Champions League Group D soccer match. —AP

KAZAKHSTAN: Galatasaray’s Sinan Gumus (center) is challenged by Astana’s
Georgi Zhukov as referee (left) watches the situation during the Champions
League Group C soccer match. —AP

ASTANA: Resilient Astana scored their
first Champions League goals-both by
opponents putting through their own
net-and collected their first point in a 2-
2 draw with Galatasaray in a match that
featured three own goals in the last 13
minutes yesterday.

Galatasaray midfielder Bilal  Kisa
marked his first appearance in a
European competition match when he
opened the scoring in the 31st minute of
their Group C match, sending the ball
into the bottom right-hand corner with
a spinning left-footed shot from more
than 30 metres out.

The goal came from a pass by Wesley
Sneijder who narrowly failed to open the
scoring in the fourth minute and then
had two more scoring chances before
the break.

Lukas Podolski also had a chance to
double Galatasaray’s lead just before

halftime, but fired straight into the
hands of Astana goalkeeper Nenad Eric.

The game really came to life in the
closing stages and Astana pulled level
after 77 minutes when Hakan Balta put
through his own net when Galatasaray
keeper Fernando Muslera parried a shot
right on to him and then could not stop
it going past him for the equaliser.

Astana’s joy was short-lived though as
their goalkeeper Nenad Eric scored an
own goal in the 86th minute when he
turned a cross-cum-shot from Sinan
Gumus over his own goal-line.

With 88 minutes showing on the
clock, Muslera punched out a cross
but only as far as Roger Canas, stand-
ing at the edge of the area. His first-
t ime header  was  met  by defender
Lionel Carole but instead of clearing
he sliced the ball into his own net to
make it 2-2. —Reuters

Three own goals as Astana 

and Galatasaray draw 2-2

MOSCOW: Russian league leaders CSKA
Moscow bounced back from their Champions
League opening Group B defeat when they
defeated 10-man Dutch champions PSV
Eindhoven 3-2 at home yesterday.

A strike from Nigerian forward Ahmed Musa
and a brace by Ivory Coast sharp-shooter
Seydou Doumbia set CSKA on their way to a
narrow victory that put them equal on three
points with the other three teams in their
group.

Manchester United came back to defeat
Wolfsburg 2-1 at Old Trafford as home sides
have now won the first four pool matches.
Belgian Maxime Lestienne was twice on target
for PSV but it wasn’t enough for the visitors.

“We played well in the first half. Maybe we
earned the lead a little too easy,” said CSKA
coach Leonid Slutsky. “But in the second half
everything went a bit astray and we had a
nervous ending due to our own slackness. “Of
course I’m happy with the result but there’s
also a certain displeasure because of our poor

performance in the second period.”
CSKA, who needed to win to keep alive their

chances of qualifying for the knockout phase, a
feat they haven’t achieved since 2011-12, got
off to a lively start as Musa put them 1-0 up
after seven minutes, firing the ball home off a
well-served corner from former Manchester
United midfielder Zoran Tosic.

In the 21st minute Doumbia made it 2-0 for
the Red Army side when he met a pinpoint
cross by Mario Fernandes from the right and
his 10-metre header went under the crossbar
past the outstretched hands of PSV ‘keeper
Jeroen Zoet.

Fifteen minutes later CSKA were awarded a
penalty after Zoet brought down Tosic in the
area and Doumbia netted his second of the
match sending the visiting ‘keeper the wrong
way from the spot.

Doumbia missed a chance to score his third
a minute before the break, when Santiago
Arias fouled Musa in the box, but his second
spot-kick went inches over the crossbar.

After the interval the 1988 European cham-
pions picked up steam and in the 53rd minute
Luciano Narsingh forced CSKA ‘keeper Igor
Akinfeyev into a diving save with a shot from
12 metres.

Seven minutes later Adam Maher, who nar-
rowly avoided straying offside, sent the ball
across the goalmouth for Lestienne and he
reduced the arrears tapping it into the
unguarded corner.

In the 68th minute Narsingh found the
unmarked Lestienne at the edge of the area
and the Belgian midfielder hammered the ball
into the top right-hand corner.

PSV poured forward in attack seeking the
equaliser, but their hopes went up in smoke
with 10 minutes to go, when Arias was sent off
for a second bookable offence.  CSKA who
have suffered 1-0 defeats in both their previous
home meetings with Dutch sides in the
European Cup, were able to protect their
advantage and chalked up their first points of
the group phase. —AFP

CSKA down 10-man PSV

MADRID: Benfica’s Goncalo Guedes (right) challenges Atletico goalkeeper
Jan Oblak (left) during the Champions League Group C soccer match. —AP

MADRID: Benfica inflicted Atletico
Madrid’s first home defeat in the
Champions League since 2009 as they
came from behind to move top of Group C
with a 2-1 win yesterday.

However, the Portuguese champions’
victory was overshadowed by the behav-
iour of some of their travelling fans, who
threw flares at Atletico supporters after
Nicolas Gaitan’s equalising goal.

Angel Correa had fired the hosts into a
deserved lead midway through the first
half. However, Atletico were made to pay
for a series of missed chances as Gaitan
levelled and Benfica snatched all three
points with a brilliantly executed counter-
attack finished off by Goncalo Guedes just
after the break. Benfica now lead Atletico
by three points, although the Spaniards
remain two points clear of Champions
League newcomers Astana and
Galatasaray, who drew 2-2 in Kazakhstan
earlier yesterday.

Atletico produced their most impres-
sive opening 45 minutes of the campaign,
but their profligacy in front of goal proved
their downfall as they failed to kill the
game off.

The hosts had a strong appeal for a
penalty waved away early on when Tiago’s
well-struck shot appeared to hit Andre
Almeida on the hand.

A rare mistake by former Benfica goal-
keeper Jan Oblak nearly handed his for-
mer side the opener moments later as he
was beaten to the ball by Guedes as he
rushed from his line, but Filipe Luis got
back in time to clear off the line.

Former Porto striker Jackson Martinez
then had his first sight of goal as he
hooked the ball over the bar from Gabi’s
fine cross. Atletico went in front on 22
minutes thanks to a great team move

started and finished by Correa as he blast-
ed home Antoine Griezmann’s cute layoff.

Diego Simeone’s men should have
been out of sight by half-time as Martinez
headed against the bar and then Correa
fired over with an open goal after Julio
Cesar had smothered another Martinez
effort.

However, Benfica turned the game on
its head nine minutes before the break
when Nelson Semedo’s cross was only
cleared as far as Gaitan and the long-time
Atletico transfer target showed why he is a
man in demand with a brilliant left-footed
finish into the far corner.

The goal sparked angry scenes on and
off the field as Benfica fans hurled flares
onto the Atletico fans sitting in the tier
below them.

The game was quickly restarted by
Italian referee Gianluca Rocchi, but the
Portuguese club are likely to face further
action from UEFA.

That goal was the first Atletico had con-
ceded at the Calderon in seven
Champions League games stretching back
to March 2014.

And they were caught out again just six
minutes into the second half by a blister-
ing Benfica counter-attack as Gaitan
picked out a Guedes run at the back post
and he squeezed a shot past Oblak from a
narrow angle.

The final 35 minutes were played
almost exclusively in the Benfica half as
Atletico attempted to prevent a first home
defeat in the Champions League under
Simeone. However, they were denied by a
stunning double save from former
Brazilian international Cesar as he some-
how parried Tiago’s deflected effort and
got back on his feet to turn Correa’s fol-
low-up effort behind. —AFP

Tempers flare as 

Benfica triumph

PSG remain unbeaten 

after victory in Donetsk

LVIV: Shakhtar’s Vyacheslav Shevchuk (right) challenges for the ball with
PSG’s Serge Aurier during the Champions League Group A soccer match. —AP

LVIV: Paris Saint-Germain maintained their
unbeaten start to the season yesterday as
they cruised past Ukrainian side Shakhtar
Donetsk 3-0 in Champions League Group A.

Laurent Blanc has overseen an almost
perfect start to the French champions’ cam-
paign, and first-half goals from Ivory Coast
full-back Serge Aurier and Brazilian defend-
er David Luiz put last season’s quarter-final-
ists in control.

Zlatan Ibrahimovic helped make the
result certain on a counter-attack in the
90th minute after a pass from substitute
Javier Pastore released the Sweden captain
to run through on goal, the decisive final
touch coming off Shakhtar captain Darijo
Srna. 

The opener came after just seven min-
utes at the Arena Lviv, where Shakhtar are
hosting games because of the ongoing
conflict around Donetsk in the east of the
country.

Aurier ghosted into the box and rose
above the static Shakhtar defence to plant a
firm header into the bottom corner with
‘keeper Andriy Pyatov well beaten.

Former Chelsea centre-back Luiz then
popped up on 23 minutes to put the visitors
two goals to the good when he prodded
home a corner with his right thigh.  

Shakhtar upped their workrate and tem-
po in the second half and carved out several
chances, notably from 22-year-old Maksym
Malyshev, who missed the target from close
range, and Brazilian Alex Teixeira, who was
denied by PSG’s German ‘keeper Kevin
Trapp. 

But with time running out, Ibrahimovic
broke the offside trap on a swift counter-
attack and saw his touch helped into the
net by Croatian defender Srna for the capi-
tal side’s third goal. 

The Ligue 1 leaders, who host arch-rivals
Marseille on Sunday, now have two wins
from two in Group A and are level atop the
section with Real Madrid, who they meet
next at the Parc des Princes.

While the two sides are well placed to
progress to the last 16, that match will be
crucial in helping decide who finishes first
and therefore avoids another group winner
in the first knockout round. —AFP


