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BAGSHOT: England players warm up during a training session at Pennyhill Park outside London. England will play Australia during their Rugby World Cup match on Saturday. — AP

LONDON: The return of Nick Easter to the
England fold has added extra resonance to
talk of “Marseille 2007” as the Rugby World
Cup hosts look for inspiration ahead of
Saturday’s do or die clash with Australia.
Easter, now 37, played number eight in that
memorable game and could feature on
Saturday after being fast-tracked into the
squad to replace the injured Billy Vunipola.

The seasoned campaigner wasted little
time in reminding his team mates of what
happened eight years ago and how a victory
over Australia can change everything for a
side that is now battling to avoid an ignomin-
ious pool-stage exit after losing to Wales last
week. “There are similarities. Our mind-set
against Australia in Marseille was to go out
and attack them,” Easter said after his call-up
this week. “There can be no backward step this
weekend either. There just can’t afford to be.”
England entered that year’s tournament as

defending champions but limped past the
United States and were humiliated 36-0 by
South Africa before scraping into the quarter-
finals on the back of less than impressive vic-
tories over Samoa and Tonga.

In a familiar-sounding backdrop, coach
Brian Ashton was vilified for his tactics and
selection, not least for playing a recent rugby
league convert at centre-Andy Farrell, now the
England backs coach.

TRANSFORMED
Australia had cruised into the last eight and

went into the game as strong favourites, but
within minutes of the kickoff it became appar-
ent that something had happened to England.

The Reuters report of the time described
them as “transformed from Parisian poodles
trampled underfoot by South Africa into
snarling Marseille mongrels”, and it was the
Wallabies on the receiving end. “What sur-

prised us was the physicality of the encounter,”
said Australia’s Adam Ashley-Cooper, another
survivor of the game who could play at
Twickenham on Saturday. “They were on the
front foot in terms of the physical battle.”

They certainly were, smashing into the
breakdown and counter-rucking with a feroci-
ty previously unseen in the tournament.
Mighty lock Simon Shaw, captain Phil Vickery
and flanker Lewis Moody were relentlessly
aggressive, and when Easter tired, England
unleashed a fired-up Lawrence Dallaglio.

“We were like rabid dogs hunting the ball,”
said Easter. “After the South Africa game we
had rediscovered our mojo. We felt (that) if we
could intimidate them we would have a
chance, and it worked.” Despite the aggres-
sion, Australia reached halftime 10-6 ahead
thanks to a Lote Tuqiri try. But England’s pack,
led by an inspired Andrew Sheridan, eventual-
ly ground their rivals into the dust at the set-

piece. They were particularly dominant in the
scrum, where Australia were shoved back-
wards and penalised, allowing Jonny
Wilkinson’s boot to edge England 12-10
ahead.

COLLECTIVE EFFORT
Sheridan, who now lives in southern

France, has never accepted the individual glo-
ry showered on him after that demolition job.
“It’s a collective thing and it worked as well as
in any game I can remember,” he told The
Sunday Times. “Some of the crucial scrums in
important areas of the pitch went especially
well, which put even more pressure on them.”

It was pressure the Australians could not
handle, though their typically tenacious atti-
tude and some rare wayward kicking by
Wilkinson kept the scores close despite the
almost one-way traffic in the second half.
Stirling Mortlock even had the chance to put

Australia ahead three minutes from time but
sent a long-range penalty wide. 

The Wallabies were later criticised for
attempting the shot at goal instead of going
for a lineout in the corner- something
England’s current captain Chris Robshaw
might allow himself a wry smile about the
next time he is pressed on the dying minutes
of last week’s Twickenham defeat against
Wales. In the context of all that had gone
before, England scrumhalf Andy Gomarsall
described his side’s famous victory as “unreal”. 

Asked how they had achieved it, he said:
“Sheer grit and bloody-mindedness.” A few
hours later France-surprise losers in their
opening game against Argentina-produced
their own Lazarus moment by knocking out
tournament favourites New Zealand. England
went on to beat France in their Paris semi-
final before losing again to South Africa in
the final. — Reuters

England draw inspiration from Marseille ’07

SEOUL: South Korea’s Bae Sang-moon arrived
home yesterday ahead of next week’s
Presidents Cup and the golfer told reporters
he was keen to play a big role in the event
before he downs clubs and picks up a rifle to
begin mandatory military service.

The 29-year-old lost a legal battle earlier
this year to defer his conscription after he was
charged with violating South Korea’s military
service regulations.

Bae, who has won twice on the PGA Tour,
failed to secure an extension to his overseas
travel permit after the Military Manpower
Administration (MMA) said he had not spent
enough time out of South Korea in 2014 to
qualify as an overseas resident.

He was allowed to stay in the United States
while his legal challenge against that decision
was pending but a court in his home city of
Daegu backed the MMA in July and Bae imme-
diately agreed to return and fulfil his obliga-

tions. With the country still technically at war
with the North after the 1950-53 Korean War,
all South Korean men between 18 and 35
must complete two years of military service.

Bae told reporters yesterday at Incheon
Airport he was sorry for the controversy and
was “glad to be back home”. “I will do my best
before joining the military.”

Bae failed to qualify automatically for the
biennial United States v Internationals tourna-
ment but was one of Nick Price’s two captain’s
picks. The event will be staged in Asia for the
first time from Oct. 8-11 at Incheon’s Jack
Nicklaus Golf Club Korea, where Bae has
already won twice on the domestic tour. Bae
said his season had been overshadowed
somewhat by the legal battle.

“There were times when I was suffering so
much and couldn’t stay focused,” Yonhap News
quoted Bae as saying. “Things didn’t always go
the way I wanted.” —Reuters

CARDIFF: Wales are prepared for another huge
physical confrontation when they meet Fiji in their
third Rugby World Cup Pool A match, forwards
coach Robin McBryde said yesterday.

The Welsh are in buoyant mood following their
28-25 win over England but know their depleted
and battered team must front up again in Cardiff
on Thursday against a Fiji side with nothing to lose.

“They are a very physical team,” McBryde told a
news conference. “They have big runners with gas
and physicality. “We know it’s going to be a very
physical battle and they won’t hold anything back
against us. It’s their last chance of getting a big
scalp.” Wales fought back to beat England by play-
ing smart rugby in the closing stages of the match.
“The most positive thing for me as a coach was our
problem-solving on the pitch,” McBryde said.

“The replacements really did their job, brought
a lot of accuracy. We finished strongly and turned
things round in the scrum.” Preparations have been
limited due to the turnaround and Wales coach
Warren Gatland hinted that players who did not
show enough intensity would be dropped for a
game in which victory would put them within
touching distance of the last eight.

“There’s a bit of a balance with regards to how
much work we can do between the games,”
McBryde said. “But the intensity in training was
there yesterday. Warren’s words gave the players all
the motivation they needed and we have the right
mind-set.”

The Welsh squad received a visit from former
world boxing champion Joe Calzaghe at their train-
ing base on Tuesday evening. “It was good for the
boys to talk to Joe,” McBryde said.

“He has stayed loyal to his roots. He thrived on
being the underdog. It was great to have a bit of
respite from rugby and talk to one of the greatest
boxers in the world.”

Fiji beat Wales at the 2007 World Cup, their only
win over the Welsh in 10 meetings, but McBryde
said the mentality in the side now was completely
different. “It is the resolve we have, the consistency
in the squad and the resilience that is in the team,”
he said. “The players have been there before.”

The diminutive Matthew Morgan will start at
fullback against Fiji following injuries to Leigh
Halfpenny and Liam Williams and McBryde expects
him to excite the home fans. “Matthew’s strengths
are evident for all to see,” he said. “He’s like a Welsh
player of old, swinging the hips and producing that
little bit of magic. I think the crowd will enjoy see-
ing that.” — Reuters

NEW YORK: Indiana Fever guard Briann January (left) steals the ball from New York
Liberty guard Tanisha Wright (30) during the second half in Game 3 of the WNBA bas-
ketball Eastern Conference finals at Madison Square Garden. — AP

Bae back in Korea 
for Presidents Cup 

NEW YORK: Four years ago, Tamika Catchings
and the Indiana Fever came into the WNBA Finals
as a huge underdog to Minnesota.

Catchings and her squad put forth an incredi-
ble effort to pull off the upset, knocking off the
Lynx in four games to win their only champi-
onship in franchise history.

Now the Lynx stand in the way again of the
Fever, who, as Catchings put it, weren’t even
expected to make it out of the first round of the
playoffs. The series will begin Sunday in
Minnesota. “Nobody thought we’d win the first
series,” Catchings said. “No one thought we’d win
this round. No one thinks we’ll win the finals.
We’re not done yet.” Catchings, who announced
she’s retiring at the end of next season, has
willed her team to victories. The Fever won the
final two games in the opening round against
Chicago. Then, against New York, the Fever
swept the final two contests, rallying from an 18-
point deficit in the second quarter in Game 2 to
force Tuesday’s contest, which they won 66-51.

“This is awesome,” Catchings said. “If you had
asked me before the season if I’d be sitting right
here, we’re going to try, I don’t know. To be sit-

ting here means a lot for the organization, for my
team.” Almost everyone thought Minnesota
would be playing for a championship. It was the
preseason favorite to win a third championship
in five seasons, and the Lynx nearly have
Olympians at every position, headlined by Maya
Moore. Still, Catchings has found a way to will
her team to victories. Indiana is 8-2 in elimination
games the past four seasons, and Catchings is a
main reason why. She’s averaged 20.4 points in
those contests. She had 14 points and a bunch of
key defensive plays in the win over the Liberty
on Tuesday night.

She’ll have her hands full with the Lynx and
Moore. The 2014 MVP came up with a huge
defensive play at the end of Game 2’s win over
Phoenix, and then hit the game-winning free
throw with 1.5 seconds left after a foul call that
the league later said never should have been
made. She finished with a playoff career-best 40
points. “You just keep playing until the last horn,”
Moore said. “I was just anticipating them passing
the ball inside and just tried to get a deflection.
That’s what I’ve been trying to do all year, lead
my team in deflections.” — AP

Fever and Lynx to 
meet in WNBA Finals

Wales braced for another 
bruising game against Fiji

CARDIFF: Wales’ lock Dominic Day passes the ball during the captain’s run training session at
the Millennium Stadium on the eve of the Pool A match between Wales and Fiji at the Rugby
World Cup 2015. — AFP

LONDON: Philippe Saint-Andre wants a domi-
nant French performance in their World Cup
match against Canada which could see fly-half
Frederic Michalak become his country’s all-time
best points scorer in the tournament.

The French coach-who ends a controversial
three year reign after the World Cup-is hoping
he will not have to repeat his Alex Ferguson
hairdryer moment in last week’s game against
Romania.

A woeful first-half performance provoked the
48-year-old former France captain into a dress-
ing-room rant during the break which was
caught on camera.  France pulled away in the
second period from 17-6 up to prevail 38-11. But
they still trail Pool D leaders Ireland by a point.

“A coach needs to be able to scream when
needed, and to congratulate his players when
things are going well,” said Saint-Andre ahead of

the Canada game in Milton Keynes.
“Apparently cameras are mandatory, so next

time I’m getting upset, we’ll go under the show-
ers.” However, Saint-Andre accepts his side will
have to go up a notch against a Canada side that
showed a marked improvement in the 23-18 loss
to Italy last weekend from the one mown down
by a relentless Irish surge of attacks in the open-
ing 50-5 thrashing. 

“We have to be better in the rucks,” said Saint-
Andre. “In modern rugby, there are 150-180
rucks per match, so we have to be more accu-
rate. “I expect my team to be better in this area
and show more discipline today.”  

Michalak, who resumes his halfback partner-
ship with Toulon team-mate Sebastien Tillous-
Borde that Saint-Andre prefers, should garner
the three points he requires to pass Thierry
Lacroix’s World Cup points national record of

124. Saint-Andre, though, has given some key
players a rest. Fijian-born wing Noa Nakatici and
No 8 Louis Picamoles, who have played both
pool games and the warm-up tests before will sit
the match out. The absence of Nakaitaci allows
the first blooding at this level of Remy Grosso.

“Louis played the three friendlies in the lead-
up to the World Cup, then two matches with a
four-day turnover, just as Noa Nakaitaci,” opined
Saint-Andre.

“They need some recovery time - to gain back
some freshness - and will work on other skills in
the next few days.”  Canada coach Kieran
Crowley is the only handler at the tournament to
have won the Webb Ellis trophy as a player.

He has established a side with some useful
backs and DTH van der Merwe’s try against the
Italians is certainly one of the best of the tourna-
ment so far. —AFP

France seek boost ahead of Irish clash


