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Don’t blame them

Let me say it loud and clear: the behavior of some of
the tourists from the Gulf states is not acceptable
and has to change. Following the economic boom

of 1970’s, hundreds of thousands of tourists from the
region began coming to the western part of the world,
mainly in British and French cities, to spend vacations
during summer and spring breaks.

The numbers grew, as after the Lebanese civil war
most tourists who would prefer going to Beirut
switched their destination to Europe. The Gulf tourists
have been generally big spenders, higher than any oth-
er average tourists. The best thing with them was that
they would never stay behind. Therefore the host coun-
ties never had to cope with their any overstaying issue
or their subsequent illegal employment.  For this reason,
Gulf citizens are among the privileged to get a visa to
any European country even after the introduction of the
Schengen visa. They were quite welcome there.

The problem lies with some of the Gulf tourists who
disobey rules of the European or even Asian countries.
Some of them think that they can do whatever they
want as if they are in their countries as the law in their
states is not well-implemented and reinforced.

Many become shocked when they are told not to do
harm to the environment, public utilities, animals and
other facilities. They tend to ignore all such laws and
punitive measures against the violators and act as if the
matter was ok because in their countries this was a ‘no
problem.’

Many of the Gulf tourists as we have all seen on the
social media have gone too far in their violations against
animals for example when we all saw the killing of the
goose which then became scrumptious lunch for such
violators. In the Gulf there are many laws that forbid and
criminalize such actions but are not enforced because
the wasta (connections) is always there to back them up.

Another unfortunate incident of some of the Gulf
tourists is aggression on the landscapes where many
families were seen barbecuing on the green landscape
and when one officer rushed to that family to warn
them they invited him for the dinner. I do not blame
many European countries when they delay or make it
harder to give the visit visa because of what they see of
behaviors of some tourists.

Tourism is an important sector for both the tourist
and the host country. You learn from each other and you
appreciate other people’s way of living. And important-
ly, you relax from the daily work routine. To be honest,
Europe has been very hospitable to all the tourists
including those coming from the Gulf region. What con-
cerns me now is their gradually changed behavior.
Despite the fact that the majority of the Gulf tourists are
well-behaved, yet a small number who are ignorant can
change the general attitude in the host country.

During the past years, we have seen a welcome ges-
ture by many European resorts that adapted to the
needs of the Gulf tourists, which must be appreciated.
Thus we see Arabic restaurants introducing Halal meat;
places allocated for daily prayers and several such
things. After all, respect others in order to be respected
and act according to the laws and regulations set in the
host countries and forget what many had used to do
wrong in their own countries.

Until the next article insha allah

In my view

Court postpones

decision on 8 appeals

KUWAIT: The Constitutional Court, headed by Judge Yosif
Al-Mutaw’a, yesterday postponed its decision on eight con-
stitutional appeals to October 21st. The appeals namely
include the coeducation ban in educational facilities’ law. In
a previous session, the court reviewed the constitutionality
of some of the laws, amendment 24 for 1996, in regards to
the higher education system in Kuwait University and other
academic institutes, including private schools. —KUNA

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: A court yesterday ordered Al-
Shahed newspaper to compensate for-
mer MP Musallam Al-Barrak KD 50,000

because of an article it published against
him. Barrak, a leading political opposi-
tion figure, has been jailed since last
June to serve a two-year sentence for
offending His Highness the Amir.

Embezzlement
Separately, a court yesterday acquit-

ted Firdous Cooperative Society’s chair-
man of board and treasurer of embezzle-
ment charges, said lawyer Dowaim Al-
Mowaizri, noting the court also ordered
annulling a previous ruling sentencing
them to prison.

Humidity
Meteorologist Essa Ramadan expect-

ed humidity to increase to high levels in
coastal areas and reach inland before it
subsides again starting Saturday.

KD 50,000 compensation

ordered for oppositionist

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality’s Acting Director
Ahmad Al-Manfouhi said the Municipal Council
suggested allocating two new land plots in
Salmi and Abdaly for the Public Authority for
Housing Welfare to build 16,000 units. 

Study years
Kuwait University’s Faculty of Medicine is con-

sidering following in some countries’ steps and
reduce the total number of study years to six
instead of the usual seven years by cancelling
either the preliminary or the seventh year through
merging repeated clinical majors. Informed
sources added that the faculty’s deanship was cur-
rently studying possible effects on the students’
future prior to making its final decision. 

BSME project 
The executive committee at the Public

Authority for Applied Education and Training
(PAAET) has approved the new BSME (Bachelor
of Science in Mechanical Engineering) program
and referred it to the board of directors to get
final approval before launching it and opening
the students’ registry at the faculty of technical
studies. The program is expected to include
three major sections - manufacturing, dynam-
ics and mechanics. 

Co-op transactions
In a bid to cut red tape, the Ministry of

Commerce and Industry agreed to directly
receive transactions from cooperative soci-
eties without having to contact the Ministry
of  S oc ia l  Af fa i rs  and Labor  (MSAL) .  The

approval came in response to a request made
by MSAL’s Undersecretary Muttar Al-Mutairi
to make easier for investors renting stores in
various co-ops to issue and renew their com-
mercial licenses.

Doctor compensated
The court of cassation yesterday ordered

annulling a previous decision to dismiss the
former chairman of Kuwait’s doctors’ syndicate
Dr Hussein Al-Khabbaz. The court listed him
back on the medical board and compensated
him KD 50,000. The ruling came as the court
believed that Khabbaz had been dismissed
from office in retaliation for his activities in
fighting corruption and exposing financial and
administrative violations at the Ministry of
Health.

Two new land plots for

housing in Salmi, Abdaly

Musallam Al-Barrak

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Criminal detectives arrested two
Ethiopian women following a bogus claim
about a citizen killing an Ethiopian woman.
An Ethiopian woman had called 112 and
told them that a woman was killed by a citi-
zen, but investigations revealed that her
claims were untrue. 

The two women were arrested at dawn
yesterday, while immigration detectives
also discovered that they are wanted on
absconding charges.

An earlier reported had indicated that
Ahmadi prosecutor ordered an investiga-
tion into a case of a bogus claim against an
unknown person who called and said that
a citizen killed his Ethiopian maid because
she killed his infant son. A security source
said police went to the area and discovered
the call was a hoax. The phone from which
the call was made belonged to an elderly
lady and said the number is hers but she
claims she did not make the call, Al-Anbaa
daily reported yesterday.

Illegal calls
Members of a gang consisting of six

Asian nationals were arrested in Farwaniya
yesterday on charges of offering illegal
international calling services in the area.
The six are being processed for deporta-
tion.

Home robbery
A Syrian man accused six unidentified

persons of breaking into his house and
stealing more than KD 40,000 and passports.
A security source said that the Syrian man’s
12-year-old son was in the house when six
persons entered it, beat and tied up the
child, and took KD 3,300 in cash and jewelry
worth KD 1,800, besides three passports and
civil IDs. Police are investigating. Separately,
a Syrian man told Ali Sabah Al-Salem police
three persons he knows kidnapped him
along with his sister and took them to Mina
Abdullah, where they were beaten and
forced to sign papers without knowing their
contents.

Offensive nurse
A Kuwaiti doctor told police that an

Egyptian male nurse insulted her, and also
made offensive remarks against Kuwait. She
said there are witnesses who saw the inci-
dents. Investigations are ongoing

3-vehicle crash
A three-way collision took place on Sixth

Ring Road. Subhan fire center responded
and freed a man trapped in one of the vehi-
cles. He was taken by paramedics.

Hospital fire
Ahmadi Fire Center put out a minor fire

that broke out in the air conditioning unit of

the neonatal ward at KOC Hospital. The room
was evacuated, and fire was put out quickly.

Body found
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate’s (KFSD) sea

rescue divers recovered the body of an Arab
diver who worked for a maintenance compa-
ny in Doha port. The body was handed over to
criminal evidence department officers.

Drifters targeted 
Ahmadi security department led by

Brigadier Abdallah Saffah carried out an
expanded campaign against vehicles used in
reckless driving, known as ‘drifting’ during
the weekend. A security source said the cam-
paign targeted Wafra and industrial Fahaheel
resulted in impounding 21 sports cars.

Cooperation
Kuwait Fire Services Directorate Public

Relations and Information Director Colonel
Khalil Al-Ameer received a delegation from
the National Guard Moral Guidance
Department. The visit is part of the coopera-
tion protocol between KFSD and the
National Guard command to exchange
expertise.

Farmers union
Interior Ministry’s Assistant

Undersecretary for Nationality and Passports
Major General Sheikh Mazen Al-Jarrah met
the chairman and members of the Kuwait
Farmers’ Union as part of the interior min-
istry’s keenness to remove all obstacles fac-
ing farmers. Jarrah said several issues of
mutual concern were discussed including
the estimation of workers’ percentages
according to the level of work, as it was
noticed that the number of workers was
exaggerated, and some of them worked
elsewhere in violation of residency laws.

Duo held on bogus murder claim

The two women arrested on charges of making a bogus mur-
der claim.

This handout photo shows six Asian nationals arrested yesterday for offering illegal inter-
national calling services.

Scenes from an accident site on Sixth Ring Road which left one motorist
injured.

Effects of a fire that was reported at
the KOC Hospital yesterday.

Rescuers recover the body of an Arab diver found dead yesterday.

Scenes from a crackdown against reckless drivers in Ahmadi Governorate.

Kuwait to celebrate 

‘elders’ day
KUWAIT: Kuwait will participate today in celebrating the
International Day of Older Persons, with advanced steps
achieved by the country in the provision of comprehen-
sive care and the necessary health services for elderly
people. 

Kuwait has been keen to provide the best care for the
elderly segment through the enactment of legislation
that guarantees them good standards of living as the
Kuwaiti Constitution guarantees the right for this seg-
ment stipulated in Article 11 stating that the State
ensures aid for citizens in old age, sickness, or inability to
work. It also provides them with social security services,
social aid and medical care. —KUNA

KUWAIT: NSH Corporation launched a wider healthy heart awareness drive in its various locations, as part of the international campaign to spread awareness
about heart disease and stroke prevention. Employees said that NSH had been giving due attention for conducting awareness programs in the workplaces.


