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Most firms involved in visa 
trading remain unpunished
Visa trafficker arrested • Govt accused of being selective 

Fifth edition of 
banknotes no
longer in use 
starting today

Ralph Lauren 
hands over 
helm at iconic 
fashion brand

Ronaldo nets 
milestone goals 
as Madrid 
beat Malmo 

New Saudi oil 
policy works 
in reclaiming 
market share

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Authorities yesterday ordered the arrest of a
key visa trafficker who recruited 1,500 expatriates on
fake work permits for KD 1,500 each, but a lawmaker
charged that only a quarter of the more than 1,300
companies involved in visa trafficking have been
referred for prosecution. MP Saud Al-Huraiji criticized
the government’s handling of the issue, saying that the
current government policy is not sufficient to end such
abuses. 

Huraiji said that based on official statistics, authori-
ties have been selective in referring visa trafficking com-
panies to the public prosecution for trial. He said that
based on figures he received from the interior minister,
only 336 companies have been referred to the public
prosecution out of 1,368 firms found involved in visa
trafficking. 

The lawmaker said that the interior minister did not
explain what measures have been taken against the
remaining companies and on what basis only a few
companies have been sent for criminal investigation. In
his reply, the interior minister said that his ministry has
been closely coordinating with the ministry of social
affairs and labor to bring to account paper companies
that have no activities but deal with visa trading.

MP Saadoun Hammad yesterday urged the govern-
ment to accept the resignation of Minister of Electricity
and Water and Public Works Ahmad Al-Jassar, saying
that he will file to grill him if he does not quit.

Continued on Page 13

Palestinian flag flies at UN 

NEW YORK: The Palestinian flag flies for the first time at the United Nations headquarters after it was
raised in a ceremony yesterday. — AFP ( See Page 13)

TEHRAN: Iranian-Saudi tensions intensi-
fied yesterday as Tehran threatened a
“fierce” response over delays in repatriat-
ing hajj stampede victims and the Saudi-
led coalition said it had seized an Iranian
boat carrying arms for Yemeni rebels. At
least 239 Iranians died in last week’s
tragedy near the holy city of Makkah and
another 241 are listed as missing. Tehran
has accused Riyadh of hindering its efforts
to bring the bodies home. Iran’s foreign
ministry spokeswoman said that among
the missing was Ghazanfar Roknabadi, 49,
the country ’s former ambassador to
Lebanon, a highly sensitive post.

The two rivals in the oil-rich Gulf were
already at odds over Iran’s support for
Shiite Houthi rebels in Yemen, which lies
on Saudi Arabia’s southern flank. 

Continued on Page 13

Iran-Saudi tensions soar 
over hajj row, arms boat

This image posted on the official Twitter account of the Saudi Press
agency yesterday shows a confiscated Iranian fishing boat smug-
gling weapons bound for Yemen. — AP 

MOSCOW: Russia launched air strikes in war-torn
Syria yesterday, its first military engagement out-
side the former Soviet Union since the occupation
of Afghanistan in 1979. Russian warplanes carried
out strikes in several Syrian provinces along with
regime aircraft as Vladimir Putin seeks to steal US
President Barack Obama’s thunder by pushing a
rival plan to defeat Islamic State militants in Syria.
But the United States said that Russian jets had tar-
geted the Syrian opposition and not the IS group.
“We have not seen any strikes against ISIL,” a US
defence official said, referring to the IS group by an
alternative name. “What we have seen is strikes
against the Syrian opposition.” 

France also raised doubts over whether the
Russian raids were aimed at IS amid Western con-
cerns that Moscow may be seeking to buttress
Syria’s embattled leader Bashar Al-Assad. Foreign
Minister Laurent Fabius told reporters at the United
Nations that there “were indications that the
Russian strikes did not target” IS militants. The
Russian defence ministry had said earlier it
launched surgical strikes against IS militants. 

Putin, who earlier yesterday got parliamentary
permission to use force abroad, warned Moscow
would be hunting down IS militants before they tar-
get Russia. Putin also said Assad should be ready for
compromise with the opposition. “We are counting
on his... readiness for compromise for the sake of his
country and his people,” Putin said. He pledged that
Russia would not get sucked into a protracted mili-
tary operation in Syria and called on other countries
to join an intelligence task force Moscow is setting
up with Iran, Iraq and Syria.
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NEW DELHI: A Hindu mob killed a Muslim man in India
over rumors that he had eaten beef, unleashing violence
that police yesterday blamed on tension fuelled by politi-
cians who seek strict protection of an animal many
Hindus consider sacred. While many members of India’s
majority Hindu community see cows as holy, beef is
widely eaten by Hindus in parts of the south, as well as by
members of lower castes and minority Muslims and
Christians. Tougher measures to safeguard cows are often
used as a rallying call by politicians seeking to win Hindu
votes, sometimes leading to Hindu-Muslim riots.

Mohammad Akhlaq, a blacksmith, died after being
kicked and beaten with stones by at least 10 men in the
town of Dadri, 50 km from the capital, New Delhi, on
Monday night. A larger group had earlier gathered out-
side his home, accusing his family of secretly eating beef.
“I screamed and shouted to tell the mob that we did not
eat beef, and they should stop beating my father and my
brother, but they pushed me away,” his daughter, Sajida
Saifi, who watched the attack helplessly, told Reuters.
Akhlaq’s son was taken to hospital with severe injuries.

The murder triggered clashes between Hindus and
Muslims in the town, and extra police were deployed to
keep the peace. The rhetoric about cow protection had
emboldened some people to act as vigilantes, said police
officer Anurag Kumar, who is investigating the lynching.
“The incident is shocking,” he said. “The Hindu mob felt
they had a licence to kill.” Opposition lawmaker Shashi
Tharoor said in a Twitter message that the “horrific killing
shows this meat bigotry has gone out of control,” and
that Indians should be “free to eat what they want.”

Akhlaq’s 46-year-old brother, Jan Mohammad Saifi,
said the family was baffled by the attack. “My brother was
singled out. Why were we targeted? We don’t eat beef,”
he said, blaming a local hardline Hindu organization for
inciting the violence.
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WASHINGTON: In a challenge to boycotts of Israel, the US
government has found that Kuwait Airways unlawfully dis-
criminated against a passenger traveling on an Israeli pass-
port by refusing to sell him a ticket for a New York to
London flight. Eldad Gatt, an Israeli citizen, complained to
the Department of Transportation that in 2013 he was
unable to buy a ticket from John F Kennedy Airport to
London Heathrow Airport through Kuwait Airways
because the airline’s online booking system prevented him
from selecting Israel as his passport-issuing country.

The department investigated and initially rejected
Gatt’s discrimination complaint, according to a statement
and letter provided by transportation officials. But when
Gatt appealed the department’s decision, the case was
reopened and the department ultimately concluded that
the airline had violated a different federal law than the one
initially cited by Gatt. “We considered Mr Gatt’s claim upon
an alternative ground ... which holds that an ‘air carrier or
foreign air carrier may not subject a person, place, port, or
type of traffic in foreign air transportation to unreasonable
discrimination’,” Blane Workie, DOT’s assistant general
counsel for enforcement said in a letter to the airline.
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