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YANGON: Rescuers were searching for victims of a
huge mine landslide in northern Myanmar yester-
day as the toll passed 100 in a disaster highlighting
the perils of the country’s secretive billion-dollar
jade trade. Authorities in the remote town of
Hpakant, the epicentre of the world’s production of
highly valuable jade, have pulled scores of bodies
from the earth since a huge mountain of debris col-
lapsed onto dozens of flimsy shacks early on
Saturday morning.

While recovery operations continue, desperate
rescuers have little hope of finding survivors with
only dead bodies pulled from the rubble yesterday.
Those killed are thought to be mainly linerant
workers, who scratch a living picking through the
piles of waste left by large-scale industrial mining
firms in the hope of stumbling across a previously
missed hunk of jade that will deliver them from
poverty.

“First we kept the bodies in Hpakant hospital
but there were so many it could not hold them all
so we arranged to burn them at the cemetery,” said
Dashi Naw Lawn, of Kachin Network Development
Foundation, a community group helping with the
search. Hpakant Township Administrator Tint Swe
Myint said the total toll had risen to 113, with eight
more bodies retrieved from the rubble on Monday.
“We will go on searching tomorrow,” he told AFP.

Officials in the area have said they do not know
precisely how many people are missing because
they did not have figures for the number of work-
ers living in the ad hoc slum area. But Monday’s
state-backed Global New Light of Myanmar news-

paper said “many more people are still missing”
after the accident.  The landslide is thought to be
the deadliest in recent memory in the hard to reach
and impoverished area of northern Kachin state
bordering China, where locals say scores of workers
have died this year alone in frequent landslides.

Stone of heaven 
Myanmar is the source of virtually all of the

world’s finest jadeite, a near-translucent green stone
that is enormously prized in neighbouring China,
where it is known as the “stone of heaven”. The
Hpakant landscape has been turned into a moon-

scape of environmental destruction as firms use
ever-larger diggers to claw the precious stone from
the ground.But while mining firms-many linked to
the junta-era military elite-are thought to be raking
in huge sums, local people complain they are shut
out from the bounty. In an October report, advocacy
group Global Witness estimated that the value of
Myanmar jade produced in 2014 alone was $31 bil-
lion and said the trade might be “biggest natural
resource heist in modern history”. Much of the best
jade is thought to be smuggled directly to China.
With little help from authorities, Hpakant community
groups have pooled limited resources to help work-
ers injured in the accidents which have become com-
monplace as the diggers creep closer to villages.

Heroin and methamphetamine are also easily
and cheaply available on Hpakant’s dusty streets, a
side effect of Myanmar’s massive narcotics trade.
Locals have launched desperate campaigns to try to
persuade Myanmar’s quasi-civilian government,
which replaced outright military rule in 2015, to
force mining firms to curtail their rapidly expanding
operations. But their pleas have so far fallen on deaf
ears. Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for
Democracy swept landmark November 8 elections
and will form a new government early next year. But
it has not yet outlined any firm plans for the jade
trade beyond pledges for a more equitable alloca-
tion of profits from the country’s natural resources.  

NLD spokesman Win Htein told AFP that some
party members were helping out with search and
rescue operations at the site. “It is our duty to help
the country when we can,” he said. — AFP

Hopes fade as Myanmar mine landslide toll tops 100

Jade mine workers and rescue members carrying victims of a landslide walk on dump soil in
Hpakant, Kachin State, Myanmar. —AP

DHAKA: Bangladeshi policemen guard, as activists who have been campaigning for capital punishment for war criminals march in a rally,
behind, to protest against a nationwide strike called by the main Islamist party, Jamaat-e-Islami in Dhaka yesterday. — AP

NEW DELHI: Bangladesh accused Pakistan yes-
terday of interfering in its internal affairs by criti-
cizing the execution of two opposition leaders
for alleged war crimes during the country’s 1971
war of independence. Bangladesh Junior
Foreign Affairs Minister Shahriar Alam said a
“strongly worded protest note” was handed to
Pakistan’s envoy saying the criticism was unac-
ceptable. Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry earlier said
the men’s trials were flawed and that it was
“deeply disturbed” by their executions on
Sunday. Bangladesh was the eastern part of
Pakistan until the 1971 war in which it became
independent. Two war crimes tribunals set up by
the government in 2010 and 2012 have convict-
ed 18 people, mostly leaders of an opposition
Islamist party, Jamaat-e-Islami. There has been
international concern about the legal process.

The party openly campaigned against inde-
pendence for Bangladesh during the war.

Bangladesh’s government says Pakistani soldiers,
aided by local collaborators, killed 3 million peo-
ple and raped 200,000 women during the fight-
ing. Bangladesh was on high alert yesterday
against any violence in response to Sunday’s
hangings, with thousands of security personnel
patrolling its cities.

Jamaat-e-Islami called for a nationwide strike
to protest the executions of its general secretary,
Ali Ahsan Mohammad Mujahid, and opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party leader Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury. Mujahid, 67, was found
guilty of genocide, conspiracy in killing intellec-
tuals, torture and abduction during the inde-
pendence war, while Chowdhury, 66, was con-
victed of torture, rape and genocide.

Few were expected to heed the call to strike.
The Islamist party has only about 3 percent of
the country’s vote. While traffic was lighter on
Monday, government offices and services

remained open. Nevertheless, authorities said
they were increasing vigilance after a series of
killings claimed by Islamist extremists this year,
including the murders of four secular bloggers, a
publisher and two foreigners. 

A reporter was also shot and wounded
Sunday after covering Chowdhury’s funeral in
Chittagong district. The journalist for Mohana
TV, Rajib Sen, was on his way back from the
funeral when his car was sprayed with bullets,
the station said. Three other journalists in the car
were unhurt. It was not immediately clear who
attacked the car. 

The TV station is owned by a member of the
ruling Awami League party. Jamaat-e-Islami and
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party say the trials
were politically motivated, an allegation Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has denied. Two other
senior Jamaat-e-Islami party leaders have
already been executed. — APP

Dhaka asks Islamabad not to

interfere in internal affairs

Pakistan’s criticism of executions ignite anger

LAHORE: A Pakistani anti-terrorism court has
jailed a Shiite Muslim for 13 years after he posted
what it  deemed sectarian hate speech on
Facebook, officials said yesterday, with rights
activists condemning the ruling as “extremely con-
cerning”. Saqlain Haidar, 32, who ran a small hotel
in Chiniot district south of Islamabad, was also
fined 250,000 rupees ($2,300) for “posting hateful
material against companions of the Prophet of
Islam on Facebook”, an official of the Counter
Terrorism Department told AFP, requesting
anonymity.

Abdul Majeed, a senior local counter-terrorism
official, confirmed the incident. “The convict was
arrested on October 27 after locals complained
about him and he was charged for spreading sec-
tarian hatred under various clauses of the anti-ter-
rorism act,” he told AFP. Majeed said the accused
was released on bail a day later, then arrested and
imprisoned on November 21 after the court con-
victed him. Pakistan, a mainly Sunni Muslim
nation, had previously tolerated many sectarian
organizations. But it has taken action this year as
part of a “National Action Plan” to counter terror-
ism after a Taleban attack killed more than 150
people-mostly children-at an army-run school in
Peshawar. In May an imam in the Kasur district of
Punjab was jailed for five years for inciting hate
against a rival minority Shiite sect. In October a
former leader of a banned sectarian party was
imprisoned for six months for hate speech.

Bytes for All, a human rights group, said it had
not been able to verify the details of Haidar’s case,
but added: “We are extremely concerned that an
anti-terrorism court has been used to hear a case

apparently related to online speech rather than to
any violent activities.” A spokesman pointed out
that banned militant groups including the
Pakistani Taleban and sectarian groups l ike
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi have a significant social media
presence in Pakistan and “appear to be operating
freely under the eyes of authorities”.

The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority has

blocked hundreds of jihadist and sectarian web-
sites and social media accounts in the past but
they often pop up anew under different names.

Bytes for All said Haidar’s case was the first it
knew of in which someone was convicted for post-
ing sectarian material on Facebook, but that blas-
phemy charges were often brought against social
media users. —AFP

Pakistani jailed for Facebook ‘hate speech’

KATHMANDU: Nepalese activists and hospital patients rally against the block on humanitarian
supplies at the Nepal-India border, in Kathmandu yesterday. Nepal is heavily dependent on
India for fuel and other supplies, but little cargo has crossed the border from India since
protests against the constitution broke out in late September. — AFP 

PESHAWAR: Thousands have attended the
weekend funerals of 21 Pakistani militants
killed in a drone strike in Afghanistan, local
officials and residents said, with one official
putting the total death toll around 50.  The
strike was carried out last Wednesday on a
training camp in the eastern province of
Khost near the border with Pakistan, local
authorities said.

They said it was launched by the United
States. There was no immediate confirma-
tion from the US-dominated NATO force
which is combating Taliban and other mili-
tants in Afghanistan.

It is unclear how many people were
killed. The Khost provincial governor
Hukum Khan Habibi put the figure as high
as 50 but that could not be confirmed. A
local Pakistani security official and residents
told AFP Sunday that 21 bodies were
brought to the Upper and Lower Dir dis-
tricts in Pakistan’s northwestern province of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for burial.

“I myself attended the funeral prayer for
four fighters, villagers told me they were
mujahideen,” said Alamzeb Khan, a district
official in Lower Dir.

Khan said the coffins were wrapped in

the flag of Al Badr, a Pakistani militant
group linked to the Taliban, and guests at
the funeral shouted jihadi slogans against
US troops in Afghanistan.

The bodies were badly mutilated, and
one villager who attended the funeral said
the names of the fighters had been written
on the wooden coffins for identification.

“I fear that the number of fighters killed
in the drone strike was high and we may
receive more dead bodies,” the security offi-
cial told AFP. Governor Hukum Khan Habibi
said the strike was staged on Wednesday.
“In this incident, more than 50 Pakistani
fighters were killed.” Faizullah Ghairat, Khost
provincial police chief, confirmed the attack
and said it was carried out by the US.

In June 2014 the Pakistani army
launched a major attack on militants oper-
ating in Pakistan’s tribal areas on the border,
where they had previously been operating
with impunity, driving many into
Afghanistan.  US drone strikes have long
targeted militants hiding along the porous
border between the two countries. The pro-
gram has caused uproar in Pakistan and
Afghanistan over civilian casualties in
botched strikes. — AFP

Pakistani militants killed 

in drone strike buried

Pakistani relatives, Islamic parties activists and residents prepare for the funeral
prayers for Pakistani militants killed in a drone strike in Afghnistan in Timergara in
the  Lower Dir district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. — AFP

HYDERABAD: Police in India have arrest-
ed a doctor accused of trying to set a
patient’s body on fire after he died dur-
ing treatment for back pain and fever,
police said yesterday.

Salman Shiekh’s 45-year-old patient
became unconscious and died shortly
after being given painkillers at a private
clinic in the southern city of Hyderabad
on Saturday, said senior Hyderabad
police officer T Sudhakar. “Apparently he
was having back pain and fever. As soon
as he was given the injections he fell
unconscious and died,” Sudhakar told
AFP.  Shiekh allegedly took the body on a
motorcycle to an isolated location and

doused it with petrol. The doctor tried to
set the body on fire but was stopped by
alarmed locals, Sudhakar said. 

The registered doctor, who had treat-
ed the victim on previous occasions, is in
custody pending the outcome of the
police investigation. He faces initial
charges of murder and destroying evi-
dence, Sudhakar said.

The body has been sent for an autop-
sy to establish the cause of death. The
case is the latest highlighting poor health
care. Earlier this month at least 14 people
in the western state of Maharashtra were
left blind in one eye after bungled
cataract surgeries. —AFP
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SRINAGAR: A helicopter flying pilgrims from
a mountain temple dedicated to a Hindu
goddess crashed yesterday, killing seven peo-
ple in the Indian-controlled portion of
Kashmir. Police officer Sameer Kotwal said the
helicopter caught fire as it hit the ground
near its landing site in Katra town.

Rescuers recovered the bodies of the six
pilgrims and the pilot, Kotwal said. The cause
of the accident is being investigated. The heli-

copter belonged to a company that operates
flights to Vaishno Devi temple, which is in a
cave in the Himalayas at a height of 5,300 feet
(1,600 meters). The helicopter trip is popular
with pilgrims who find it difficult to trek to
the temple. The area is 50 kilometers (30
miles) north of Jammu, the winter capital of
India’s Jammu-Kashmir state. Every year, more
than 10 million people visit the temple, which
is dedicated to goddess Mahalakshmi. — AP

Helicopter crash kills 

pilgrims in Kashmir


