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FRANKFURT: Mercedes-Benz continued its
reign as one of the most dynamic luxury
automotive manufacturers at this year’s
Frankfurt International Motor Show, with a
line-up that featured three world premieres
as part of  its “Mercedes Dream Car
Collection” and more than 60 vehicles in
total presented at the show.    

These included the groundbreaking
concept car, “Concept IAA” (Intelligent
Aerodynamic Automobile), the stylish and
sporty Mercedes-Benz S-Class Cabriolet
and the Mercedes-Benz C-Class Coupe.  

Digital transformer
Billed by the global media as one of the

top showstopping cars when it was
unveiled, the Mercedes-Benz “Concept IAA”
(Intelligent Aerodynamic Automobile), is
two cars in one: an aerodynamics world
champion with a coefficient of drag or Cd
value of just 0.19, and a four-door coupÈ
embodying irresistible design. The study
switches automatically from design mode
to aerodynamic mode when the vehicle
reaches a speed of 80 km/h, whereby
numerous aerodynamics measures physi-
cally alter the shape of the vehicle. Inside,
the “Concept IAA” continues the design line
of the S-Class and S-Class Coupe, offering
new touch-based functions and providing
a vision of what the interior of a business
saloon might look like in the near future.

Mercedes-Benz C-Class Coupe:

Seduction of the heart and mind
Making its global debut in Frankfurt, the

vivid, sensual design of the new athletic
and sporty Mercedes-Benz C-Class Coupe
cuts a fine figure on the road and embod-
ies modern luxury. At the same time, its
interior raises elegance and style to a
sporty level. A dynamically configured
chassis, with optional air suspension, forms
the basis for a high level of suspension
comfort, low road roar and tyre vibration,
agile handling, and driving pleasure.
Lightweight construction to reduce weight
and excellent aerodynamics plus high-per-
formance, efficient engines likewise con-
tribute to this. New assistance systems
provide safety of the very highest calibre.
With its high-class appeal and generous
interior, the new C-Class Coupe sets new
standards in its segment. 

Mercedes-AMG C 63 Coupe:
The sportiest C-Class ever. Setting a fur-

ther landmark in the Mercedes-AMG brand
history, the new C 63 Coupe is the next
step on the way to yet more technical and
visual distinctiveness. The far-reaching
technical modifications are evident at first
sight: strikingly flared front and rear wheel
arches, an increased track width and larger
wheels give the Coupe a muscular look
while at the same time providing a basis
for the highly agile longitudinal and lateral
dynamics. The brand’s typical “Driving
Performance” is taken to new heights also

with the C 63 Coupe. The AMG 4.0-litre V8
biturbo engine with 350 kW (476 hp) or
375 kW (510 hp) is just as much a com-
pletely in-house development from
Affalterbach as, for example, the sophisti-
cated AMG RIDE CONTROL suspension
with electronically controlled shock
absorbers, the set-up of the AMG DYNAM-
IC SELECT transmission modes, the rear-
axle limited-slip differential or the dynamic
engine mounts.

Mercedes-Benz S-Class 
Cabriolet: Open-top luxury

The third of the world premieres for
Mercedes-Benz at this year’s Frankfurt
International Motor Show, the new
Mercedes-Benz S-Class Cabriolet is the
sixth variant of the current S-Class family
and the first open-top luxury four-seater
from Mercedes-Benz since 1971. It offers a
distinctive, sensual and exclusive design,
the cutting-edge technology of the S-Class
and a comprehensive warmth and wind
protection concept which includes intelli-
gent climate control for convertibles.

Mercedes-AMG S 63 4MATIC 
Cabriolet: The ultimate dream car
For the first time in the history of the

company, Mercedes-AMG has a four-seater
luxury convertible in its model range. Its
5.5-litre V8 biturbo engine offers an output
of 430 kW (585 hp) and peak torque of 900
Nm, enabling acceleration from 0 to 100

km/h in 3.9 seconds. The S 63 features AMG
Performance 63 4MATIC all-wheel drive
with rear-biased torque split as standard.

Mercedes-Benz GLC: Second 
generation marks a big step forward

The new GLC performs impressively in
all operating conditions, with hallmark
outstanding safety, state-of-the-art assis-
tance systems and energy efficiency. Fuel
consumption has been cut by up to 19
percent compared with the previous mod-
el. At the same time, the AIR BODY CON-
TROL multi-chamber air suspension that is
without parallel in this segment, the
extended range of DYNAMIC SELECT
dynamic transmission modes and the
4MATIC permanent all-wheel drive
increase not only the ride comfort, but also
the vehicle’s sporty agility - whatever sur-
face it is driving on.

Mercedes-Benz A-Class: More com-
fortable than ever, as sporty as ever 
The new-generation A-Class from

Mercedes-Benz reconciles the conflicting
aims of sporty performance and enhanced
comfort: With DYNAMIC SELECT, the driver
is able to change the best-seller’s charac-
teristics in a matter of seconds - at the
touch of a button the A-Class drives in a
particularly comfortable, sporty or efficient
manner. And with its dramatic design in
the style of the successful MERCEDES AMG
PETRONAS Formula 1 team, the special

“Motorsport Edition” model will particularly
appeal to racing fans. 

Mercedes-AMG A 45 4MATIC: 
An exceptional talent

With a peak output of 280 kW (381 hp)
and maximum torque of 475 Nm, the
entry-level model from Mercedes-AMG is
the world’s most powerful compact sports
model. The revised gear ratios, aerodynam-
ic fine-tuning and the new DYNAMIC
SELECT driving modes raise overall per-
formance to a higher level, underlining the
claim to leadership in this market segment.
Models will be available in the Middle East
as follow: 

• Mercedes-Benz C-Class CoupÈ will be
available in the Middle East in February
2016 as C 200 Coupe and C 300 Coupe, and
later on as. The AMG models, C 450 Coupe,
C 63 Coupe and C 63 S Coupe will be
launched in May 2016.

• Mercedes-Benz S-Class Cabriolet will
be available in the Middle East in May 2016
as S 500 Cabriolet, Mercedes-AMG S 63
Cabriolet and Mercedes-AMG S 63 S
Cabriolet.

• Mercedes-Benz GLC is available in the
Middle East in two models, the GLC 250
4MATIC and the GLC 300 4MATIC.

• Mercedes-Benz A-Class will be avail-
able in the Middle East in December 2015.
The vehicle will be available as A 250 Sport
and Mercedes-AMG A 45 4MATIC.

Mercedes-Benz at 2015 Frankfurt International Motor Show

KUWAIT: Zain Group, a leading mobile
telecom innovator across the Middle
East and Africa, announces the appoint-
ment of Kuwaiti national, Mrs Eaman Al
Roudhan as CEO of Zain Kuwait, the
Group’s flagship and most profitable
operation, effective 1 December, 2015.
Mrs Al Roudhan will succeed Omar Al
Omar who will return to Zain Group in a
senior advisory role supporting the Zain
Group CEO in transforming the compa-
ny into an integrated
digital lifestyle opera-
tor. 

A results-focused
telecommunications
executive, Mrs Al
Roudhan brings over
20 years of experi-
ence to the position,
18 years of which
were spent in various
executive manage-
ment and leadership
roles within Zain
Kuwait as well as sev-
eral Zain Group affili-
ates. Prior to her new
appointment, Mrs Al
Roudhan was the Chief Regulatory
Officer of Zain Group.

Mrs Al Roudhan will continue to
build on the healthy foundation of suc-
cess laid by Al Omar, who has been CEO
of Zain Kuwait since October 2011 and
before that the company’s Chief
Operating Officer and Chief Commercial
Officer, having joined Zain back in
September 2001.

Commenting on the appointment,
Zain Group CEO Scott Gegenheimer
said: “With Mrs Al Roudhan’s distin-
guished record and strong background
in regulatory affairs, mobile technology,
strategy and management, I have every
confidence she is the right person to
take Zain Kuwait to the next level in
solidifying its market leadership. It is
also a significant development in Zain’s
evolution, with Mrs Al Roudhan being
the first woman appointed to a CEO role
within Zain Group operations. “

Gegenheimer continued: “I would
also like to express my gratitude to
Omar Al Omar for the hard work he has
contributed to Zain Kuwait in various
leadership roles. Through his efforts
since becoming CEO, Zain Kuwait has
substantially increased its customer
base as well as maintained its position
as the most efficient and profitable
operation in the Group. Although he
will be missed at an operational, we are
very happy to have him joining us at
the Group level,  and for our other

mobile operations to benefit from his
vast experience and expertise.”

Rewarding journey
The incoming CEO of Zain Kuwait,

Mrs Al Roudhan commented: “I am hon-
ored to be given this prime opportunity
to continue my rewarding journey with
Zain. As the flagship operation of the
Group, Zain Kuwait is deeply
entrenched in the telecom, economic

and social landscape
in the country. I feel a
strong sense of
responsibility to con-
tinue working closely
with the Zain Group
Board and Executive
management as well
as the highly talented
Zain Kuwait team to
maintain the mobile
operation’s high stan-
dards and take it to
new heights of inno-
vation and service.”

Mrs Al Roudhan’s
successful career at
Zain commenced in

1998 within the Kuwait operation and
launched the first mobile prepaid serv-
ice in the country, which went on to
dominate the country’s prepaid mobile
customer base. As Zain expanded
across the region, Al Roudhan’s respon-
sibilities also grew from 2003 onwards
as she was an active participant in the
start-up teams in several Zain opera-
tions across the Middle East, namely
Bahrain, Iraq, Lebanon, and Saudi
Arabia. Throughout her years at Zain
she has also orchestrated numerous
strategic alliances with international
and regional operators. 

Mrs Al Roudhan is a member in a
number of international standards and
regulatory affairs bodies such as the
GSMA Arab World regional interest
group and the GSMA Chief Regulatory
Officer Group (CROG). She holds a BSc
in Electronics and Telecommunications
Engineering from Kuwait University and
has attended programs at Tokyo
Institute of Technology (TIT), and execu-
tive programs at Harvard Business
School.

Zain Kuwait is the country’s largest
and most successful operator serving
2.9 million customers on its robust
nationwide state-of-the-art 4G LTE net-
work. Data revenues now represent
36% of the operation’s total revenues
and Zain Kuwait remains the most effi-
cient mobile operator within Zain
Group. 

Eaman Al Roudhan
appointed CEO
of Zain Kuwait 

Eaman Al Roudhan

RIYADH: Etihad Airways, the national airline of
the United Arab Emirates (UAE), is expanding its
Saudi Arabian network through a new five-times-
per-week service between Riyadh and Abu Dhabi
operated by its codeshare partner flynas. 

Commencing on 16 December 2015, the new
flynas service will complement Etihad Airways’
existing 13 weekly flights between Abu Dhabi and
Riyadh, to provide guests with 18 weekly flights
and greater choice and flexibility whether travel-
ling from Saudi Arabia, the UAE or beyond.

The flights will be operated by a two-class
Airbus A320 aircraft, offering an additional 1,640
seats per week, and ensuring maximum connec-
tivity through Etihad Airways’ Abu Dhabi hub to
key destinations in North America and the Indian
Subcontinent. 

This comes as part of an expanded codeshare
agreement between the two airlines, which was
initially signed in October 2012. The current code-
share scope allows flynas to place its ‘XY’ code on
226 Etihad Airways’ flights between Abu Dhabi
and 20 destinations around the world. 

These include Amsterdam, Brussels,

Casablanca,  Dammam, Geneva,  Is lamabad,
Jakarta, Jeddah, Karachi, Kuala Lumpur, Lahore,
London, Manchester, Medina, Paris, Riyadh, S?o
Paulo, Seychelles, Singapore, Zurich, and subse-
quently on f l ights operating to the Indian
Subcontinent over the coming months, subject to
regulatory approvals. 

Greater choice
Kevin Knight, Etihad Airways’ Chief Strategy

and Planning Officer, said: “Riyadh is an important
strategic destination for us due to the established
cultural and commercial ties between the UAE
and Saudi Arabia. The new flynas Riyadh service
will strengthen our Saudi Arabian network fur-
ther, but more importantly, it will give business
and leisure travellers greater choice and better
flight connections in their travel to Abu Dhabi and
on to Etihad Airways’ worldwide network.”

Bander Al Mohanna, NAS Holding CEO, said:
“We are delighted to partner with Etihad Airways
to add Abu Dhabi to flynas’ destinations within
the GCC. flynas continues to expand across the
region and by adding Abu Dhabi to our GCC route

network, we are significantly increasing both
capacity and choice for travellers, including pil-
grims as well as business commuters and leisure
seekers. Moreover, we expect the mix of people
travelling on the Abu Dhabi route to include fly-
nas’ guests in transit to other destinations, which
will substantially increase the volume of  code-
share traffic.” 

Etihad Airways has 49 codeshare agreements
in place with airlines across the world, including
flynas, which gives it a combined passenger and
cargo network of 600 destinations, and over
25,200 flights per week, more than any other
Middle Eastern airline. Codeshare partnerships,
along with minority equity investments and
organic growth, form the three pillars of Etihad
Airways expansion plans.

Etihad Airways launched services between
Abu Dhabi and Riyadh in December 2004. The air-
line offers 46 flights per week between the UAE’s
capital and the Saudi Arabian cities of Jeddah,
Damman, Riyadh and Medina. Services are often
increased to 55 flights per week on temporary
operating permits.

Etihad Airways expands Saudi network
through five weekly service with flynas

KUWAIT:  National  Bank of  Kuwait  (NBK )
announces the winner for October’s KD 125,000 Al
Jawhara monthly prize, Ibrahim Abdulrahman Al
Asfour. The draw was held under the supervision
of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. The
winner’s name was announced live on Marina FM. 

NBK has re - launched Al  Jawhara account
recently by doubling chances to win in the week-
ly, monthly and quarterly draws if customers do
not withdraw or transfer from their accounts.

NBK customers have chances to win KD 5,000
weekly, KD 125,000 monthly and a grand prize of
KD 250,000 quarterly. Each KD 50 in a customer’s
account entitles them one entry into the draw,
thus more money in an account means more
chances into each draw. This new added feature
enables Al-Jawhara Account holders to double
their chances through maintaining their balance.

Al Jawhara is the most popular prize-giving
account in Kuwait. Al Jawhara account entitles
account holders to enter the weekly, monthly and
quarterly Al Jawhara draws. All prizes are auto-
matically credited to the winners’ accounts the
day after the draw. 

Al  Jawhara account is  avai lable for  both
Kuwaitis and expats and can be opened at any of
NBK’s numerous branches around Kuwait, or safe-
ly and easily through NBK’s website for existing
customers.

Ibrahim Al Asfour
wins KD 125,000 in
NBK’s Al Jawhara

monthly draw 

ASAR bags IFLR 2015 ‘Law Firm of the Year’ Award

KUWAIT: Al Ruwayeh & Partners (ASAR),
Kuwait’s leading and most prominent cor-
porate law firm, and one of the region’s top
tier firms, is pleased to announce that it has
for the 7th consecutive year been awarded
the prestigious “National Law Firm of the
Year Award” for 2015 presented by the
International Financial Law Review (IFLR),
the leading market guide for financial law
firms worldwide.  The awards ceremony
that was held on 28th October 2015 at the
Burj Al Arab hotel, Dubai, saw the atten-
dance of partners and representatives from
other leading GCC and international law
firms.

In addition to winning the above award,
ASAR was also nominated for its roles in
four other major transactions namely, for
debt and equity-linked deal of the year -
the Burgan Bank Tier 1 bond issuance, for
project finance deal of the year - the
Sulaibiya waste water project, the restruc-
turing deal of the year - the Gulf Bank Al
Mal restructuring, and for the domestic
deal of the year - the Mezzan Holding IPO.

Mr. Sam Habbas - Senior Partner at ASAR
noted that: “We are delighted for our firm
to receive the IFLR Kuwait National Law

Firm of the Year Award for the seventh con-
secutive year. It was a hugely successful
evening for the firm at this year ’s IFLR
Middle East Awards ceremony. We feel that
this is a testament to the strength of our
position as market leaders in Kuwait, and
our firm’s commitment to consistently
delivering legal services of the highest
order so as to best position our clients to
successfully close some of Kuwait’s ground-
breaking and innovative transactions. We
intend to continue offering cutting - edge
legal counsel to our clients, across all sec-
tors.”

Quality legal work
Ahmed Barakat - Managing Partner at

ASAR noted that: “It is gratifying and hum-
bling to win the IFLR National Law Firm of
the Year award for the seventh year in a
row. It is a testament to the success of our
model focusing on quality legal work, cop-
ing with clients’ practical needs and foster-
ing a family environment at our office. This
continuous recognition by our peers in the
legal community is bound to make us
redouble our efforts to provide better serv-
ice to our ever growing client base.”


