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KUWAIT: The thirteenth Asian Shooting
Championship will be opened today, at
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic Shooting
Complex. The championship includes shot-
gun, rifle and pistol competitions.

The Kuwait Shooting Sports Club pre-
pared a fitting ceremony for this important
championship which takes the winners to
the Rio de Janeiro 2016 Olympics, as 33
countries are competing with 1200 shoot-
ers.

The technical meeting will be held at
11:00 am then official training will follow in
the men’s double trap, 10m Air rifle for
women, as well as 25m, 50m pistol for both
genders.

International Referee, Hamad Al-
Ruwaisan, who heads the shotgun referees
committee in Kuwait, said the committee
prepared well for the Asian Championship.
He said that all participating referees reject-

ed the decisions to exclude the results of
the tournament from the qualifying for the
Olympic quotas. He said such practices by
the international Olympic Committee
reflects the conspiracy against Kuwait
Shooting, and work on weakening it in
Kuwait.

He said that the committee received
requests from Asian and Gulf referees who
wanted to participate in refereeing and
have already arrived in Kuwait from Saudi
Arabia, UAE, Qatar, Thailand, Singapore,
Korea, Kazakhstan and Malaysia.

Meanwhile, Air Pistol and Rifle head ref-
eree Abdallah Barakat said, as competition
is expected to be fierce. The referees pre-
pared very well for this event, through
camps and refresher courses.

He also rejected the IOC and ISSF deci-
sions to exclude the Olympic qualifying
quotas from this tournament, adding that
such act should be faced through legal
channels.

13th Asian Shooting tourney

to witness fierce competition

SHARJAH: Paceman James Anderson led
Englandís efforts to level the series against
Pakistan with four wickets on the opening
day of the third and final Test in Sharjah
yesterday.  After losing the second Test in
Dubai, England were kept in the hunt by
Anderson who took 4-17 to dismiss
Pakistan for a paltry 234 on a relaid Sharjah
stadium pitch.

At the close, England openers Alastair
Cook (nought) and Moeen Ali (four) had
survived two overs to finish on four with-
out loss as England trail by 230 runs. 

Andersonís new-ball partner Stuart
Broad kept the pressure on from the other
end, bowling eight of his 13 overs maiden
and finishing with 2-13.

Pakistan, who won the toss and batted,
were indebted to skipper Misbah-ul-Haq
who was ninth out after scoring a fighting
71 for his 32nd half-century. Misbah added
a fighting 80 for the sixth wicket with
Sarfraz Ahmed (39) but all the other bats-
men, including Younis Khan (31), Shoaib
Malik (38) and Mohammad Hafeez (27),
failed to capitalise on good starts. England
took the second new ball with the score on
222-7 with Anderson dismissing Misbah
caught in the slips before wrapping up the
innings with the wicket of Rahat Ali for
four. Misbah hit seven fours and two sixes
during his 160-ball knock but could not
stop the slide as Pakistan lost their last five
wickets for just 38 runs.

Younis, who made a brilliant hundred in
the second Test in Dubai, looked in good
shape before falling leg-before as he
missed an incoming full  toss from
Anderson and unsuccessfully challenged
umpireís decision. Younis, who survived a
confident caught-behind appeal off Broad

on 21, became Andersonís 422nd wicket in
his 110th Test.

Anderson is now eighth on the all-time
leading Test wicket takers, leaving South
African paceman Shaun Pollock (421 wick-
ets) behind. Broad put pressure on the
Pakistan batting, getting Malik caught
behind, while Asad Shafiq was dismissed
for just five by Samit Patel who finished
with 2-85.

Spinner Ali took 2-49. Broad said
bowlers did a good job to put England on a
strong footing. ìI think itís actually quite a
good wicket to bowl dot balls if you hold
your length and the mindset was very
much to put pressure on Pakistan,î said
Broad.  Pakistan had mixed fortunes in the
first session. Pakistan lost opener Ali, who
missed the first Test with a foot injury and
the second due to the death of his mother-
in-law, in the third over when he edged
Anderson to Bairstow without scoring.

Mohammad Hafeez swept Aliís first
delivery to the boundary but miscued a
pull shot and was caught in the deep by
Broad for 27.

England lost Ben Stokes in the last ses-
sion when he hurt his hand as he fell
down on his arm while trying to take a
catch at short fine leg. He walked off the
field and will be taken to the hospital for
X-ray. Pakistan made two changes from
the side which won the second Test in
Dubai for a 1-0 lead, bringing in Ali and
paceman Rahat Ali for Shan Masood and
injured Imran Khan. England were also
forced to make two changes,  resting
seamer Mark Wood (ankle problem) and
dropping out of form Jost Butler to
include James Taylor and Patelóboth play-
ing their first Test since 2012. — AFP

Anderson helps England 

dominate Pakistan in Test

Pakistan 1st innings
Mohammad Hafeez c Broad b Ali 27
Azhar Ali c Bairstow b Anderson 0
Shoaib Malik c Bairstow b Broad 38
Younis Khan lbw b Anderson 31
Misbah-ul-Haq c Root b Anderson 71
Asad Shafiq c Bairstow b Patel 5
Sarfraz Ahmed c Root b Ali 39
Wahab Riaz b Patel 0
Yasir Shah c Patel b Broad 7
Zulfiqar Babar not out 6
Rahat Ali c Ali b Anderson 4
Extras: (b1, lb5) 6
Total: (all out; 85.1 overs) 234       
Fall of wickets: 1-5 (Ali), 2-49 (Hafeez), 3-

88 (Malik), 4-103 (Younis), 5-116 (Shafiq),
6-196 (Ahmed), 7-196 (Riaz),  8-224
(Shah), 9-224 (Misbah)
Bowling: Anderson 15.1-7-17-4, Broad
13-8-13-2, Stokes 11-4-23-0, Patel 23-3-
85-2, Ali 13-3-49-2, Rashid 10-1-41-0.

England Ist innings
A.Cook not out 0
Moeen Ali not out 4
Total: (for no wkt; two overs) 4
Bowling: Rahat 1-1-0-0, Shah 1-0-4-0.
To bat: I. Bell, J. Root, J. Taylor, J. Bairstow,
B. Stokes, Adil Rashid, S. Patel, S. Broad, J.
Anderson

SCOREBOARD
SHARJAH, United Arab Emirates: Scores at close on the opening day of the third and
final Test between Pakistan and England at Sharjah stadium on yeserday.

BERLIN: VfB Stuttgart hauled themselves
out of the bottom three yesterday with a 2-0
win at home to Darmstadt, thanks primarily
to an own goal. Stuttgart climbed up from
second from bottom to 14th with their third
win in their last six league games after
Darmstadt defender Gyoergy Garics headed
the ball into his own net on 68 minutes.

It was no more than hosts Stuttgart
deserved, just moments after teenage strik-
er Timo Werner had headed against the
crossbar.

Werner finally got on the scoresheet with
the last kick of the game when he darted
behind the defence and rounded the
Darmstadt goalkeeper on 94 minutes. It was
the first time in five away matches that mid-
table Darmstadt have lost on the road.

On Saturday, second-placed Borussia
Dortmund cut the gap behind leaders
Bayern Munich to five points as Marco Reus
netted twice in a 3-1 win at Werder Bremen.

Reus fired in the opening and third goals,
but Borussia should have won by more as
Gabon striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
squandered three clear chances.

Right winger Henrikh Mkhitaryan capped
a superb display with Dortmund’s second
having provided the final pass for both of
Reus’ goals. Wolfsburg climbed to third with
a 2-1 win at home to fellow Champions
League side Bayer Leverkusen after Nicklas
Bendtner scored the opener and Julian
Draxler hit the winner. Ex-Manchester
United striker Javier Hernandez equalised
for Leverkusen just before the break, but the
game was marred by two poor refereeing
decisions from Manuel Grafe.

The FIFA-listed ref missed a clear offside
for Bendtner’s goal, then failed to award a
penalty when Wolfsburg’s Daniel Caligiuri
was fouled by Leverkusen goalkeeper Bernd
Leno in the second half.  Borussia
Moenchengladbach earned their sixth
straight victory to go fifth with a 4-1 win at
Hertha Berlin having been bottom in
September with five defeats.

Gladbach’s caretaker coach Andre
Schubert earned his sixth straight league
win since taking charge to level the record
for a new Bundesliga coach. The result
boosts Gladbach ahead of Tuesday ’s

Champions League match at home to 2015
finalists Juventus while Hertha drop to sixth.

Gladbach are now just two points behind
Schalke, who needed a late Leroy Sane
equaliser in their 1-1 draw at home to
Ingolstadt after the Bavarian visitors took a
shock first-half lead.

Bochum-born Cameroon internationals
Joel and Marvin Matip faced each other for
the first time with Joel at centre-back for
Schalke while Marvin captained Ingolstadt.

Huub Stevens picked up a point in his
first game as coach of Hoffenheim in their
goalless draw at Cologne. Caretaker coach
Stevens has been tasked with keeping sec-
ond-from-bottom Hoffenheim up, with 28-
year-old Julian Nagelsmann set to make his-
tory next season as the Bundesliga’s
youngest head coach. Japan’s Yoshinori
Muto claimed a hat-trick to rescue a dramat-
ic point for mid-table Mainz in their 3-3 draw
at bottom side Augsburg.

Having given Mainz a 2-0 lead before
Augsburg roared back with three goals,
Muto scrambled the ball over the line for the
93rd-minute equaliser. — AFP

ROME: Fiorentina returned to the top of the
Serie A table yesterday with an emphatic 4-1
victory over Frosinone as Napoli squandered
their chance to grab pole position with a 0-0
draw at Genoa.

Paulo Sousa’s Fiorentina grabbed all their
goals in the first half at the Stadio Artemio
Franchi. They replaced Inter Milan who had
briefly gone top on Saturday with a 1-0 win
over Roma who in turn had led going into the
weekend.

Sousa opted to make several changes to
his starting XI, resting leading scorer Nikola
Kalinic in order to allow Mati Fernandez to
play behind Khouma Babacar.

Newly-promoted minnows Frosinone
handed goalkeeper Massimo Zappino his top
flight debut, and the Viola ensured he was
heavily involved in the action. 

Yet after making an early save from
Babacar, the 34-year-old was unable to pre-
vent a cross from Ante Rebic bouncing in off
the frame of his goal following a deflection.

If there was some fortune to Fiorentina’s
opener, there was little doubt of the quality of
the second as Gonzalo Rodriguez netted with
a sublime back-heeled effort.

Babacar got on the scoresheet with a
chipped penalty before Mario Suarez stole the
ball and slotted past Zappino with ease.

After the break, Fiorentina understandably
eased the pressure on their mismatched
opponents, eventually allowing Frosinone
midfielder Alessandro Frara a late consolation
goal. “I have always said we can compete with
anyone and that means we can compete for
the Scudetto,” Sousa told Mediaset Premium
after the game. 

“We must always be competitive and I
believe our Scudetto must be continually

seeking a winning mentality.” Maurizio Sarri’s
Napoli are fourth, two points behind
Fiorentina after a frustrating 0-0 draw at
Genoa. Napoli had won their five previous
league fixtures, but benched Lorenzo Insigne
following his outburst after being substituted
in their midweek clash with Palermo.

The home side had goalkeeper Mattia
Perin to thank as he made some remarkable
saves to keep Napoli at bay, Jose Callejon test-
ing him early on before Dries Mertens struck
the post.

It was a hard-earned point for Genoa, par-
ticularly as they lost both Blerim Dzemaili and
Ezequiel Munoz to injury in the first half.

After the restart, Sarri introduced both

Insigne and Manolo Gabbiadini in search of a
winning goal, but it never came. Meanwhile,
Bologna notched only their third win of the
campaign, seeing off Atalanta 3-0 thanks to
goals from Emanuele Giaccherini, Mattia
Destro and Franco Brienza.

On Saturday, Inter downed 10-man Roma
1-0 with Gary Medel scoring the game’s only
goal, meaning they now trail Fiorentina in the
table only by virtue of their inferior goal dif-
ference. 

Meanwhile, reigning champions Juventus
beat Turin rivals Torino 2-1 thanks to an injury
time winner from on-loan Chelsea winger
Juan Cuadrado. Yesterday’s late game sees
Lazio host AC Milan. — AFP

Stuttgart escape bottom three

Shooters train at the shooting complex.

Fiorentina back on top as 

Napoli held in stalemate

Italian Serie A table after yesterday’s afternoon
matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for,
goals against, points):

Fiorentina 11 8 0 3 22 9 24
Inter Milan 11 7 3 1 11 7 24
Roma 11 7 2 2 25 13 23
Napoli 11 6 4 1 21 8 22
Sassuolo 11 5 4 2 13 10 19
Lazio 10 6 0 4 15 15 18
Atalanta 11 5 2 4 13 14 17
AC Milan 10 5 1 4 12 15 16

Sampdoria 10 4 3 3 18 14 15
Juventus 11 4 3 4 13 10 15
Torino 11 4 3 4 17 17 15
Chievo 10 3 3 4 13 10 12
Genoa 11 3 3 5 10 14 12
Udinese 11 3 3 5 10 14 12
Empoli 10 3 2 5 11 15 11
Palermo 10 3 2 5 11 15 11
Frosinone 11 3 1 7 9 16 10
Bologna 11 3 0 8 9 15 9
Verona 11 0 6 5 8 17 6
Carpi 11 1 3 7 10 23 6

Italian League Results/Standings

Fiorentina 4 (Rebic 24, Rodriguez 29, Babacar 30-pen, Suarez 43) Frosinone 
1 (Frara 87); Genoa 0, Napoli 0; Carpi 0, Hellas Verona 0; Udinese 0, Sassuolo 0; Bologna 3
(Giaccherini 52, Destro 58, Brienza 85) Atalanta 0.

Played Saturday
Juventus 2 (Pogba 19, Cuadrado 90+3) Torino 1 (Bovo 51); Inter Milan 1 (Medel 30) Roma 0.

ITALY: Frosinone’s defender from Italy Davide Bertoncini (left) vies with Fiorentina’s midfielder from Chile Matias Ariel Fernandez during the
Italian Serie A football match. — AFP

SHARJAH: Pakistan’s batsman Younis Khan plays a shot during Pakistan and England
Test match at the Sharjah Cricket Stadium. — AP


