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LEXINGTON: American Pharoah, with Victor Espinoza up, wins the Breeders’ Cup Classic horse race at Keeneland race track. — AP

LEXINGTON: Triple Crown winner American
Pharoah won the $5 million Breeders’ Cup
Classic at Keeneland Racecourse in Lexington,
Kentucky on Saturday to end his career as horse
racing’s first-ever Grand Slam champion.

The Bob Baffert-trained colt, who earlier this
year became the 12th horse-and first since
Affirmed in 1978 — to win the Kentucky Derby,
Preakness Stakes and Belmont Stakes, romped
to a commanding 6 1/2 length victory over a
fading Effinex to bring the curtain down on a
spectacular career. Honor Code was a distant
third. “I am so proud of this horse, but I am so
relieved.,” said a jubilant Baffert. “When he’s right,
he’s right and you saw what he can do today.

“It’s tough to win a Breeders’ Cup; you’d bet-
ter come with a good horse. I am so proud of
him. “This is the greatest horse I’ll ever see. He is
a champion.  am so glad that American Pharoah
goes out the champion he is. “We’re all going to
miss him.”

Since winning the Triple Crown and cement-
ing his place in racing history, American Pharoah
won the Haskell Invitational but finished second
in the Travers Stakes on August 29 at Saratoga in
New York. Breaking from the number four post
the three-year-old colt showed no signs of rust
from the extended layoff, charging to the front
and never surrendering the lead.

The 3/5 favorite controlled the pace over the
entire 1 1/4 test, pulling away from the pack on
the final turn to the thundering approval of a
packed grandstand that had come to witness
history. Even with twice Breeders Cup winner
Beholder having to pull out of the Classic due to
injury, the field was rated the toughest ever
faced by American Pharoah but the colt made it
look easy as he would not let anyone spoil his
farewell party, demolishing the competition
under a perfect ride from jockey Victor Espinoza.

“He’s the best,” praised an emotional
Espinoza. “He won easy. I knew it was going to

be the last race and I was ready to ride him very
hard but I didn’t need to. “He’s amazing.

“I’m a little bit sad but he deserves to have a
nice break. He’s done so much, he has run so
many times this year and I think it is time for him
to step out and have a nice life.”

American Pharoah heads into retirement hav-
ing won nine of 11 career races and capturing
the imagination of sports fans.

“What can I say? What a horse! He is the most
brilliant horse I have ever seen,” gushed owner
Ahmed Zayat. “He is a once-in-a-lifetime horse.
“This race was only about American Pharoah and
we wanted him to go out a winner. He runs with
his heart and he is brilliantly fast. This was an
incredible thrill. It was so emotional. I didn’t even
see the final eighth (of a mile) because I had my
eyes closed the whole time. It was so emotional.
“The Triple Crown winner should go out in a way
that is appropriate for both this sport and his
fans, and for him.” — Reuters
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SINGAPORE: An emotional Agnieszka
Radwanska claimed her maiden WTA Finals
title with a roller-coaster 6-2 4-6 6-3 victory
over Czech Petra Kvitova in an absorbing
encounter at a packed Singapore Indoor
Stadium yesterday.

Playing a first final in her seventh
appearance at the season-ending event,
the sixth-ranked Pole also created history
by becoming the first woman to lift the title
after completing round robin play with a 1-
2 record. “A few weeks ago I didn’t even
know I would be here,” a tearful Radwanska
said in a courtside interview. “I was doing
the right thing in the important moments
of a really close match, I had my chances in
the second set but it doesn’t really matter
how I won,” the Pole added.

In stark contrast to her semi-final victory
over Maria Sharapova, Kvitova made a lack-
lustre start to the match with a sloppy
opening service game, handing her oppo-
nent an immediate break as she got off to
the worst possible start.

The Czech appeared a little more ani-
mated in the second game and despite
working a few openings, poor shot selec-
tion and a string of unforced errors enabled
the world number six to survive the threat
and move 2-0 ahead.

The double Wimbledon champion final-
ly got on the scoreboard in the third game
thanks to a pair of aces but unable to make
any inroads on the Radwanska serve, the
Czech recorded her third double-fault in as
many games to cough up yet another
break. Exuding confidence, Radwanska
breezed through her next service game
and was able to wrap up a dominant set in
33 minutes with another routine hold.

Radwanska carried that momentum into

the first game of the second set, running
down everything and breaking the Czech
with an unreturnable backhand volley at
the net and consolidating her advantage
with a solid hold to win her third game in a
row. Kvitova, who continues to battle
mononucleosis, stopped the rot to claim
her first game of the second set, screeching
in delight at a forehand winner as she
attempted to stir herself into action.

Her efforts bore fruit three games later
when the powerful left-hander forged her
first break point of the contest and levelled
at 3-3 with a booming crosscourt forehand
winner.

An easy hold put her ahead for the first
time in the set and suddenly the crowd had
a contest to watch after Radwanska’s march
to victory was halted and Kvitova complet-
ed the comeback with a second consecu-
tive break to set up a decider.

Kvitova was trying to keep the points
short, grimacing in pain and clutching her
bandaged right thigh after each rally as the
pair traded a pair of breaks apiece to
remain deadlocked at 3-3 in the decider.
Radwanska dug deep once more and
forged another break before finally holding
to leave her one game away from the
biggest victory of her career, ending
Kvitova’s resistance on her first match point
when the Czech committed her 53rd
unforced error.

“It means everything to me... in my first
final, I get my first win so it couldn’t be any
better,” the 26-year-old Pole added. In the
final of the doubles event, Martina Hingis
and Sania Mirza claimed their ninth title of
their first season together with a 6-0 6-3
victory over Spain’s Garbine Muguruza and
Carla Suarez Navarro. — Reuters
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SINGAPORE: Agnieszka Radwanska of Poland poses with the trophy after she won the
singles final against Petra Kvitova of the Czech Republic at the WTA tennis Finals. — AP

BASEL: Roger Federer defeated long-
time rival Rafael Nadal 6-3, 5-7, 6-3 yes-
terday to win his seventh title at the
Swiss Indoors as he played the home
final for a record tenth consecutive year.

Federer and Nadal last met in an
Australian Open semi-final nearly two
years ago and played their last final in
Rome in 2013, both of which Nadal won.

The 34-year-old Swiss, world number
two behind Novak Djokovic, claimed the
88th title of his career. The Basel trophy
was his sixth of the season as he polished

his record to 58-9. Federer’s victory was
his 11th against Nadal, who has won 23
of their meetings. 

Victory in two hours in front of a
charged-up crowd at the St Jakobshalle
gave Federer his first victory over Nadal
since his 2012 triumph in the semi-finals
of the Indian Wells Masters, ending a five-
match winning streak by the Spaniard.
Nadal had won 14 of their previous finals,
with Federer claiming six. But the Swiss
improved to 5-1 against Nadal on indoor
surfaces. — AFP

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank is pleased to announce a
unique achievement for the Gulf Bank 642
Marathon which is scheduled to take place on
Nov 14 at 8 am, starting at Souq  Sharq.  This is
the first full road race to take place in Kuwait and
three of the race categories have now been
accredited by the Association of International
Marathons and Distance Races (AIMS) and the
International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF Athletics).

AIMS is a member based organization of
more than 380 of the world’s leading distance
races from over 100 countries. IAAF Athletics is
the world governing body for the sport of track
and field athletics.  Once a course is AIMS certi-
fied, only then is IAAF able to recognize any
world records which might take place on the
course. AIMS recently sent a representative to
Kuwait to measure and assess the race path with
a special bicycle equipped with a device called a
Jones Counter, which is the only means of meas-
urement accepted by the IAAF for the accurate
measurement of road race courses.

Following this rigorous assessment, three cat-
egories (10 KM, 21 KM, and 42KM distances) of
the Gulf Bank 642 Marathon have been AIMS
certified. These races now appear in the interna-
tional calendar of races. 

In order to appeal to the broadest audience
and different fitness levels, there are five race
categories, for those who wish to walk or run: 
* Family Fun Run for new beginners (5KM)
* Special Run for the physically challenged (5KM)
* Souq Run for regular runners (10KM)

* Half Marathon for more advanced runners
(21KM)
* Full Marathon (42KM)

The Gulf Bank 642 Marathon path passes by
many of Kuwait’s landmarks. It starts at Souq
Sharq and passes along Gulf Road, the Kuwait
Towers, the Gulf Bank head office, Souq
Mubarakiya among other places. The course will
be closed to traffic, as per coordination with the
Ministry of Interior, to ensure the safety and
security of the runners and walkers.  

The date of the race (14 November) also coin-
cides with World Diabetes Day (WDD), in order

to raise awareness of the growing problem of
diabetes in Kuwait, and how exercise and fitness
play a role in combating this major health issue.
Gulf Bank is also happy to have the Dasman
Diabetes Institute as a part of the race.  

They will be on hand to raise awareness
about ways to combat the alarmingly high rates
of obesity and diabetes in Kuwait.  Part of the
proceeds from the race will be donated to the
Dasman Diabetes Institute to assist in their
ongoing work. The number 642 was selected
because it is the number of muscles in the
human body.
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NEW ORLEANS: Stephen Curry scored 53
points, taking over the game with a 28-point
third quarter, and unbeaten Golden State
defeated winless New Orleans 134-120 to ruin
the Pelicans’ home opener Saturday night. Curry
outscored the Pelicans by two points in the
third period, giving the reigning NBA MVP a
career-high for scoring in a quarter. It gave the
Warriors a 105-91 lead.

Curry wound up shooting 17 of 27 from the
field, including 8 of 14 from 3-point range, to go
with nine assists and four steals. Five of his 3s
were from between 27 and 31 feet.

Draymond Green scored 21 points and Klay
Thompson added 19 for defending champion
Golden State, which has won its first three
games this season. Anthony Davis had 26
points, 15 rebounds and two blocks for the
injury-depleted Pelicans, who have lost their
first three games under new coach Alvin Gentry.

KNICKS 117, WIZARDS 110
Carmelo Anthony scored 37 points and New

York spoiled Washington’s home opener.
Anthony hit a jumper with 1:35 to play to give
New York a 108-106 lead. Langston Galloway
added a 3-pointer with 1:03 left to make it 111-
106. Anthony added two free throws with 20.4
seconds left for a 113-110 lead. Washington
failed to start a season 3-0 for the first time
since 2005-06. Bradley Beal had 22 of his 26
points in the second half for Washington,  while
John Wall added 25. The Knicks (2-1) won their
second road game of the season. They won a
total of seven road games last season.

GRIZZLIES 101, NETS 91
Mike Conley scored 22 points, including 10

straight in the fourth quarter, and had eight
assists to lead Memphis. Conley, who was 7 of
12 from the field, including 4 of 7 from outside
the arc, scored his 10 straight points to hold off
the Nets who were trying to rally from a dou-
ble-digit fourth-quarter deficit.

Zach Randolph and Courtney Lee scored 15
points each for Memphis with Randolph grab-
bing 13 rebounds. Bojan Bogdanovic scored
19 points and Jarrett Jack finished with 15 for
the Nets (0-3). Brook Lopez had 12 points and
10 rebounds. Memphis held its largest lead of
the game at 88-72 with 7:42 left. But Brooklyn

cut the deficit to 92-84, as close as the Nets
would get.

JAZZ 97, PACERS 76
Derrick Favors scored 18 points and Utah

outscored Indiana by 28 in the second half. The
Pacers led for almost the entire first half, but
tables turned in the third quarter when Utah
outscored Indiana 28-12 after trailing by seven
at halftime.  The Jazz (2-1) led by nine points at
the end of the third quarter and by as many as
21 in the fourth quarter.

George Hill scored 17 points and Paul
George added 16 for Indiana (0-3), which has
lost the lead in the third quarter and given up a
total of 189 points in the second half of its three
games this season. Rodney Hood had 17 points
for Utah, while Trey Burke had 15, Gordon
Hayward 11 and Alec Burks and Joe Ingles
added 10 each.

CLIPPERS 114, KINGS 109
Blake Griffin had 37 points, nine rebounds

and six assists to lead the Clippers. JJ Redick
added 23 points and Chris Paul had 17 points
and 11 assists for the Clippers, who won their
fifth straight and 18th in the last 21 meetings
with the Kings. The streak includes a 111-104
win at Sacramento last Wednesday in the sea-
son opener for both clubs. DeAndre Jordan had
15 points and 18 rebounds for the Clippers,
who are off to their first 3-0 start since winning
their first four games in 2007-08. Rajon Rondo
had 21 points and eight assists and Rudy Gay
added 20 points for the Kings, while DeMarcus
Cousins had 13 points and nine rebounds, but
was limited to 15 minutes because of a sore
right Achilles. Seven-foot center Willie Cauley-
Stein, the team’s first-round draft pick, had eight
points and nine rebounds.

SUNS 101, TRAIL BLAZERS 90
Eric Bledsoe scored 33 points, one shy of his

career high, to lead Phoenix to its second win over
Portland in as many nights. On Friday in Phoenix,
Bledsoe had 22 points as the Suns prevailed 110-
92. Damian Lillard had 23 points for the Blazers
and CJ McCollum added 15. Tyson Chandler,
signed by the Suns in the offseason, had 15 points
and 13 rebounds in the win on Friday, but had five
points and 11 rebounds in Portland. — AP
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MEXICO CITY: Nico Rosberg said it was “busi-
ness as usual” after beating Mercedes team
mate Lewis Hamilton to pole position for the
fourth race in a row on Saturday in the first
Formula One qualifying held in Mexico since
1992. German Rosberg will hope Sunday’s race
breaks a bitter sequence after converting only
two of his last 10 poles into victory. Triple
world champion Hamilton has won the last
three from second place.

The Briton, who clinched his third champi-
onship in Texas last weekend, will again start
alongside on the front row with every inten-
tion of winning in front of what promises to be
a huge and lively crowd. “It’s a good start for
sure, starting on pole,” said Rosberg. “It’s going
to be a long run down to turn one so it’s going
to be an exciting battle and then I’m sure we
have a good race car.”

Asked whether the pole was ‘Angry Nico’
fighting back, he shook his head: “Definitely
not. There’s no difference, it’s attack like always.
“It’s three more races to go, great to be here in
Mexico, great track, I really enjoy driving here

so business as usual.”
The pair banged wheels into the first corner

in Austin, with Rosberg losing out, and Ferrari’s
Sebastian Vettel was clearly hoping for more
fireworks at the Autodromo Hermanos
Rodriguez.

“Can you make sure you take both of you
out so I can go through?”, joked Vettel, who
qualified third, to a stony silence from the
Mercedes duo.

The Ferrari driver is second in the champi-
onship, after winning three races this season,
but is only four points ahead of Rosberg who
now has 20 career poles. “In the end they were
just a sniff too quick but who knows what hap-
pens tomorrow?,” said Vettel.

Hamilton, who has failed to qualify fastest
in his last five races after previously racking up
11 out of 12, had hoped to take his 50th career
pole but some small mistakes when it mat-
tered ruled that out.

“We have quite a bit of a different set-up
this weekend so perhaps the avenue I went
might not be the perfect one for qualifying but

it’ll be good for the race,” said the Briton whose
team have already retained their constructors’
title. Hamilton is also gunning to equal Vettel’s
record of 13 wins in a season, having won 10
so far. The passionate crowd will be reserving
their biggest cheers for Mexican Sergio Perez
who will start his country’s first grand prix
since 1992 in ninth place for Force India with
every chance of scoring points.

Russian Daniil Kvyat joined Vettel on the
second row for Red Bull, with Australian team
mate Daniel Ricciardo fifth and Finland’s
Valtteri Bottas sixth in a Williams.

Teenage Dutch rookie Max Verstappen,
fourth in Austin, qualified an impressive eighth
for Toro Rosso. At the back, McLaren’s Jenson
Button failed to take part in qualifying due to
engine problems that are likely to increase his
already meaningless 50-place penalty on a
grid of just 20 cars.

Team mate Fernando Alonso will join him at
the back after qualifying 16th but having a 10-
place penalty. Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen has a
five-place drop from 15th. — Reuters
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