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DHAKA: Protesters rallied in Bangladesh yesterday
against the latest gruesome attacks on secular writers
and publishers, accusing the government of failing to
halt rising deadly violence blamed on hardline Islamists.
Teachers, writers, students and other protesters con-
verged on Dhaka University, one day after a gang of sus-
pected Islamists armed with machetes and cleavers
hacked to death a publisher of secular books. Two secu-
lar bloggers and another publisher were also badly
injured in a similar and separate attack in Dhaka on
Saturday, leaving them lying in pools of blood in their
office.  

“First they targeted the writers, and now the publish-
ers and soon they’ll target all of us,” Samina Lutfa, a
teacher at the university, told the rally of hundreds of
protesters. “Don’t stay at home, come out on the street
and protest these killings,” she said at the campus,
Bangladesh’s secular bastion, as similar peaceful rallies
were staged elsewhere in the country. 

Fears of Islamist violence have been rising in mainly
moderate Muslim-majority Bangladesh after four atheist
bloggers were murdered this year, also by machete-
wielding attackers. Bangladesh has also been rocked by
the recent murders of an Italian aid worker and a

Japanese farmer, while Dhaka’s main Shiite shrine was
bombed last weekend, killing two people and wounded
dozens. The government has accused its political oppo-
nents of orchestrating those attacks to destabilize the
country, rejecting the Islamic State group’s claim of
responsibility.

Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) claimed
responsibility for Saturday’s attacks, along with the four
previous ones, branding the victims “blasphemers” and
warning that any writers who criticize Islam will be next
in line. Dhaka police said they were investigating the
AQIS claim, but believed militants belonging to a
banned local outfit were responsible for them all.

“We suspect the attacks were carried out by a group
which could be part of the Ansarullah Bangla Team
(ABT) umbrella,” Dhaka police spokesman Muntashirul
Islam told AFP. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s govern-
ment has launched a crackdown on local Islamist
groups after facing Western criticism this year of failing
to stop the bloodshed.

‘Get ready for death’ 
Police said Faisal Arefin Dipan, 43, was killed in his

third-floor publishing office in central Dhaka on

Saturday, with his attackers padlocking the door from
the outside as they left. Dipan published several books
by Avijit Roy, a US national of Bangladeshi origin, who
was hacked to death outside a book fair in February in
the capital. Hours before Dipan’s murder, three unidenti-
fied attackers entered another publishing office,
Shuddhaswar, and attacked its owner along with two
secular bloggers, police said. Shuddhaswar owner
Ahmedur Rashid Tutul, 43, also previously brought out
several of Roy’s books including one on homosexuality.
All three victims remain in hospital. 

Bloggers say about a dozen secular writers have fled
the country in fear following this year’s killings, while
some have faced threats themselves from Islamists. “It’s
a failure of the government that it has not been able to
prosecute the killers,” said Imran Sarker, head of a secular
bloggers’ group, which organised the protests.

“There is a climate of impunity in which these mili-
tants now operate brazenly,” he said. A publisher said
he was also threatened yesterday and now feared for
his life. “You’ve published a lot of books of atheists.
Now get ready for death,” Farid Ahmed, owner of
Somoy Prokshon, told AFP of the anonymous text
message. — AFP 

DHAKA: Bangladeshi youth shout slogans, as they protest against the killing of Faisal Arefin Deepan, a publisher of secular books. — AP
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BEIJING: She was born in Beijing and has
lived there all her life. But like millions of
others conceived in violation of China’s
one-child policy, as far as the state is con-
cerned Li Xue does not exist. She has no
right to schooling, health care or a formal
job. Without a birth certificate or identity
papers, she is a “black child”, an alien in her
own country-unable to join a public library,
get legally married or even take a train.

“I was born here, but I don’t have any of
the rights of a Chinese person,” she said.
“Whatever I do, I’m blocked and have diffi-
culties. There is nothing in China that
proves whether I even exist or not.” Last
week Chinese authorities announced the
end of the hugely controversial policy,
which restricted most couples to a single
offspring. Instead all  families will  be
allowed two children.

Often brutally enforced with abortions
and sterilizations, the rules have had com-
plex and enduring repercussions. Li’s par-
ents already had one daughter-born with
the right paperwork-and were on long-
term disability leave from their jobs as fac-
tory workers when her mother accidentally
fell pregnant. They did not want a second
baby, she said, but she was too ill to termi-
nate the fetus.

Families who violate the rules must pay
a “social maintenance fee” to legalize their
children and secure them a “hukou”,
Communist China’s all-important house-
hold registration, which ties crucial gov-
ernment services to one’s official place of
residence. Authorities set Li’s at 5,000
Yuan-far beyond the 100 Yuan a month in
benefits that her parents lived off, even
before her mother was formally dismissed
once her factory learned the news.

Now 22, Li has always existed in an
administrative netherworld. She realized
she was unlike other children at the age of
six, when neighborhood playmates were
sent off to school and warned off her com-
pany by their parents. “I began to see that
my life was entirely different from those
around me, and it was because I had no
hukou,” she told AFP. Her mother Bai
Xiuling added: “She used to cry and tell
me, ‘Mom, I just want to go to school!’, but
there was no way for her to do so. “We’d
have to go to the neighbors to beg for
some medicine if she was sick.”

Tiananmen Square 
China’s official population stood at 1.37

billion at the end of last year, and 2010
census data showed that the country has
13 million “black children” like Li-more than
the entire population of Portugal. Li’s sister
Li Bin, eight years older, eventually taught

her to read and write. But while children
her age were off at lessons, Li was shuttled
out every day to stand outside govern-
ment buildings, where her parents hoped
someone would hear their pleas.

“We went countless times. Pretty much
every day, weather permitting, sometimes
twice a day,” said Bai, 59. In the symbolic
heart of the Chinese state, Tiananmen
Square, Li held up a sign reading “I want to
go to school.”“No matter where we went
we were ignored,” she said, with lawsuits
similarly in vain. But their efforts did not go
unnoticed. The family say  they have
endured a decade of police surveillance,
including several beatings for the parents-
one of which left them bedridden for two
months.

When Li’s father died last November,
plainclothes police stood outside the hos-
pital door. “Her dad would always tell her
to never give up hope. He passed away
with his eyes open,” Bai said in tears. “How
can he rest in peace? Of course he can’t.”
Implementation of the family planning
policy has always varied across China, and
a few areas have said they will start granti-
ng hukou to people whose parents have
not paid the fines.

Contacted yesterday, a man at the Li
family’s local police station said: “If she
comes to us, we will handle her hukou for
her.” But Li said: “In the past 22 years, I’ve
seen all too well how the government will
say there’s this or that legislation or reform,
but nothing actually changes on the
ground.”Her mother added: “We’re weak,
and they’re strong.”

‘She’s lost so much’ 
The family live in two rooms of a shared

house in Beijing, with no bathroom. Li Bin
dropped out of school aged 16 to support
the family, getting jobs at KFC and later at
an electronics company. The pressures
have seen her own marriage dissolve, but
she bears her sister no resentment, saying
that for “standard, legal work”, employers
could never take on someone without an
identity card. 

“We all really dote on Li Xue, because
we just feel that she’s already lost so
much,” she said. “We want her to feel
warmth within our home, because there’s
no way for her to feel warmth out in socie-
ty.” For now, Li Xue has found work at a
restaurant willing to look past her undoc-
umented status. “For the first time, I’ve
been able to be judged on the basis of
what I can do-my skills, not my status-and
it feels great,” she said. But she added:
“This job is temporary. My future, I can’t
even imagine it.” —  AFP 
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