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KUWAIT: Health Minister Dr Ali Al-Obaidi inaugurates the Hashim Abdullah Al-Saqer medical center. Dr Ali Al-Obaidi poses for a picture with girl scouts. —KUNA photos

Dr Ali Al-Obaidi receives a memento presented by Khaled Abdullah Al-Saqer.

Minister opens Hashim Al-Saqer medical center

KUWAIT: Health Minister Dr Ali Al-Obaidi opened yes-
terday the Hashim Abdullah Al-Saqer medical center

for heart diseases outpatient rehabilitation services in
Al-Sabah medical zone. The four-storey medical cen-

ter was built as a donation for Khaled Abdullah Al-
Saqer. It consists of 16 outpatient clinics that varies

from rehabilitation, exam and research rooms to
swimming pool, walking track and multi-purpose

sports rooms. It also includes lecture halls, emergency
rooms, and multisensory rooms. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Ambassador of Turkey to Kuwait Murat Tamer hosted a reception on the occasion of the 92nd anniversary of the Proclamation of the Republic at the embassy. Senior officials, diplomats and media personalities
attended the event. — Photos by Joseph Shagra 

KUWAIT: EMC announced its par-
ticipation at the third E-
Government Forum (EGOV3) that
is being held in Kuwait from 15 to
17 November to discuss the
future of effective and secure
government services. The Forum
will be held under the patronage
of His Highness Sheikh Jaber
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Prime Minister of Kuwait. EGOV3,
the largest e-government event
in Kuwait, brings together promi-
nent senior dignitaries, ministers
and government officials in addi-
tion to visionary heads of enter-
prise, government technology
experts and professionals, deci-
sion makers and CEO’s from
across the region to share ideas
and best practices to build a
sound foundation for the
advancement of government
services.

Commenting on EMC’s partici-
pation in EGOV3, Habib
Mahakian, Vice President, Gulf
and Pakistan at EMC said, “We are
extremely pleased to take part in
this important technology event
organized by NoufEXPO and the
Central Agency for Information
Technology, especially it enjoys a
very high level official support.
EMC, has always been a strategic

partner to many government and
public sector organizations in
Kuwait. EMC’s participation is
aimed at highlighting the role of
transformation technologies to
boost information sharing, drive
security, and enhance service
delivery to enhance the lives of
citizens and expats across the
State of Kuwait.” 

Smart cities 
In his keynote speech during

EGOV3 opening ceremony,
Mahakian will shed light on role
of ICT in the creation of smart
cities highlighting the local gov-
ernments’ need for scalable inno-
vations that can grow as quickly
as their cities and their challenges
and change as fast as its citizens
and their environment. Mahakian
commented, “While Cloud, Big
Data, and Trust are at the center
of EMC’s strategy, they are the
corner stone for Smart Cities. An
intelligent modern city knows
how to leverage the enormous
treasure of Big Data at hand into
actionable insights with smart
technology. At the same time, the
advantages of cloud based IT and
Security are major areas of focus
for Smart Cities going forward
giving them the agility and flexi-

bility needed and creating the
foundation of Trust to protect the
data they own.”

Mahakian added, “To bring this
vision to life, EMC will also pres-

ent an overview of the EMC
Federation Smart City platform
that brings together best-of-
breed technologies from EMCII,
VMware, VCE, Pivotal, RSA and
Virtustream to create a Smart City
platform that is open, agile, soft-
ware-defined and data analytics
driven which deliver the speed,

per formance and scalability
needed for hyper-connected,
data-driven cities. The platform
provides leading edge technolo-
gies to host the applications of
today and to enable the develop-
ment of Cloud Native applica-
tions which will enables the Cities
to accelerate innovation adop-
tion, deliver superior, fast and
personalized Citizens and busi-
nesses experience and achieve
agility and sustainability.”

First class services
Habib Mahakian concluded his

statement by saying, “In addition
to the critical role of information
technologies, experts and offi-
cials at the summit will discuss a
range of topics that emphasize
the need for first class govern-
ment services and how to create
them, opportunities and poten-
tial as a result of growing social
media adoption, public- private
alliances, development of skills
and the measurement and devel-
opment of effective citizen servic-
es. During the Forum, EMC team
will not only focus efforts on
delivering EMC message, but also
will be an added value that bene-
fits current and future programs
of all participants.”

MANAMA/LONDON: President of the
International Islamic Charitable
Organization (IICO), advisor at the
Amiri Diwan Dr Abdullah Al-Maatouq
said that 94 percent of the pledges
made at the second donors’ confer-
ence has been achieved. 

“Ninety four percent of the pledges
has been so far accomplished in order
to reach the agreed upon amount of
$2.4 billion,” Maatouq said in his state-
ment at the Manama Dialogue current-
ly being held here. He said that such an
achievement has been reached follow-
ing the implementation of a follow-up
mechanism among the donor coun-
tries concerned with the Syrian
refugees crisis. He stressed that the
humanitarian response efforts amid
the absence of any imminent solution
to the Syrian crisis seems modest, limit-
ed and inadequate to cope with the
current increasing demand especially
with exacerbating danger of the crisis
and “the savage intervention of inter-
national and regional parties.”

Maatouq noted the importance of
continuing to look for the imminent
needs for 2016 in the face of the chal-
lenges facing the crisis in partnership
with the international community. He
said that high level of human needs
have been met with relative reason-
able humanitarian responses, adding
that large sums are not reported, a
matter that limits the ability to under-
stand the full picture of the flows of

humanitarian funding and this would
hinder current efforts to respond to
and identify priorities.

Great efforts
Separately, Jordanian Minister of

Water and Irrigation Dr Hazem Al-
Nasser has extolled the great efforts
and initiatives of the State of Kuwait to
help Syrian refugees in the Jordanian
Kingdom and in other neighboring
countries.

“Kuwait’s huge contributions to the
Syrian refugees are highly praised,”
Nasser said in a statement to Kuwait
News Agency (KUNA) during his visit to
Britain, recalling Kuwait’s hosting of all
international donor conferences aimed
to support the Syrian people as they
provided grants and in-kind assistance
thus becoming among the first coun-
tries to do so under the leadership of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

In contrast, Nasser said that “some
international  f inanciers  are st i l l
below the required level” due to non-
fulfillment of the pledges made at
the donors’ conferences to address
the Syrian refugees in neighboring
countries. He stressed that such mat-
ter has led to negative impact on
Jordan and on all neighboring coun-
tr ies  as  wel l  as  on the Syr ian
refugees. He said that the refugees
crisis has caused more burdens on
Jordan on a daily basis. — KUNA 
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