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More than 30 years after the low-budget horror
movie “The Evil Dead” was released and
became a cult classic, Ash is back and bat-

tling deadites. “Ash vs Evil Dead,” premieres Halloween
on cable network Starz. Bruce Campbell reprises his
role as Ash Williams. Campbell’s fellow original film-
makers Sam Raimi and Rob Tapert are also involved in
the television production, which is a mix of horror and
comedy. The Associated Press talked with some of the
stars and producers during filming near Auckland,
New Zealand. Here’s what they had to say:

Bruce Campbell, actor and producer
“Well, mostly what we’ve enjoyed as filmmakers is

being unrestricted in content. There’s a lot of net-
works that require all kinds of rules and regulations of
what you can’t say, what you can show, what you can’t
show and that gets very debilitating. As an artist, we
like to just say what we want to say, do what you want
to do in an unrestricted fashion, and Starz is finally
allowing us to do that.”

“Yeah, it’s very bizarre that these guys that I’ve
known - Sam I’ve known since high school and Rob I
met shortly thereafter - but it’s kind of amazing that
this many years later, we’re still alive, we’re still in the
business, we’re still working together, we’re still talk-
ing to each other. So, it’s a very special situation. There
aren’t many directors like Sam or producers like Rob,
and that’s been the funnest part - is getting back with
the guys that you know so well. You don’t have to
really rework this, you don’t have to beat it to death,
you understand each other a lot better.”

Lucy Lawless, on her character Ruby
“Well, I always like to keep it spicy, no matter

whether she’s a good girl who has got a nasty kink in

her character, or a bad girl who is kind of likable. She’s
going to be mixed up, she’s going to be a mixed up
bag of goods is Ruby, but she’s going to be a lot of
fun.” 

Rob Tapert, producer, on the character Ash
“TV was really the right format to tell this particular

story of this character. So, in the first season we will
have spent more time with the character of Ash than
we have through the previous three movies. To Sam
and I, in particular, Bruce was the show and so to do
something in this format, that allows us to concen-
trate on Bruce, was really the way to go.”

Ray Santiago, on his character Pablo
“He is the heart and the good conscience of the

show, of the trio, and he’s the eyes and the ears of the
audience. So, you root for him and the team through
what he does, because you see yourself in him. I think
it’s really nice that they’re allowing and that they’ve
made the decision to make Bruce’s sidekick Latino,
because I don’t think that we have any Latino super-
heroes out there.”

Jill Marie Jones, actor
“The ‘Evil Dead’ fans have been amazing. Social

media is good gauge, you can really kind of see. And,
for the most part, everybody has been really positive,
excited - I think they’ve been waiting for a long time.”

Dana DeLorenzo, actor
“Obviously the target audience is the loyal fans

that have already been established, but also I think it’s
going to find a new audience - people who have nev-
er been exposed to it. Because, if you’re someone who
just likes good television and likes to be entertained;

if you’re too afraid of the horror, close your eyes and
you’ll still be laughing. If you’re someone who wants
more of the horror, you’ll be laughing in between, and
you might even cry a little bit - I’m just going to put
that out there - you might even get a little sad some-
times.

“These are real people, these are real characters
and I think because they’re so relatable on so many
different levels and they all have their own demons
that they’re dealing with and going through their

own transition, I feel like there’s someone in there for
everyone, and you’re going to be along for the ride,
and how great is that?” — AP 

‘Ash vs Evil Dead’ sees return of Bruce Campbell

In this June 9, 2015, publicity
image, actor and producer

Bruce Campbell, left, playing
the role of Ash Williams,

walks with actor Dana
DeLorenzo, playing the role

of Kelly Maxwell, during a
scene from “Ash vs Evil

Dead” filmed in Auckland,
New Zealand. — AP

It’s fall. Leaves in Central Park are golden and
so are profits in the art world, as Christie’s and
Sotheby’s prepare to auction off $2 billion

worth of works in New York. From November 4
to 12, the two auction houses go head to head
in selling hundreds of pieces of modern, impres-
sionist, post-war and contemporary art, six
months after the spring season smashed a string
of records and netted more than $2.6 billion.

Fuelled by rising demand from Asia and the
Gulf, it was 10 days of eye-watering extrava-
gance that set a new world record for any work
of art sold at auction — $179.4 million for a
Picasso. “Buyers in the art market have never
been more diversified,” explained Michael
Macaulay, head of evening sales in contempo-

rary art at Sotheby’s. “Ten years ago you’d say an
American abstract expressionist painting is
probably going to end up in the States but I
think now genuinely, as never before, it could go
to any corner of the world.”

Sotheby’s kicks off the season by selling the
private collection of the American philanthropist
Alfred Taubman but it is rival Christie’s that grabs
the headlines with two top lots. The work esti-
mated to be the most expensive is a sensuous
nude by Amedeo Modigliani valued at $100 mil-
lion, followed by an iconic pop art masterpiece
from Roy Lichtenstein estimated at $80 million.
Modigliani’s “Reclining Nude” comes to auction
for the first time, expected to set a new record
for the Italian artist.

Two for one 
The picture of the naked woman reclining on

a luscious red couch and blue cushion, painted
in 1917-18, provoked a scandal when it was first
exhibited in Paris. “It is unquestionably a master-
piece,” said Jessica Fertig, co-head of the
Christie’s sale. Christie’s believes Lichtenstein’s
“Nurse”-a shocked looking blonde with sexy red
lips-could also fetch more than $100 million,
which would nearly double the artist’s current
record.

That would make it a shrewd investment for
its most recent owner, who acquired the comic
book-inspired portrait for $1.65 million in 1995.
US billionaire and Republican party donor, Bill
Koch, can also expect a giant windfall. He is part-
ing company with Picasso’s “La Gommeuse,” the
portrait of a cabaret artist dating back to 1901
when the artist was just 19 years old and griev-
ing the suicide of a close friend.

Koch bought the canvas for $3 million in
1984. Sotheby’s expects it to fetch around $60
million.Not only that, but Koch got two for the
price of one. In 2000, he discovered that there

was another painting on the reverse-a mocking
depiction of Picasso’s art dealer-that had been
hidden under the lining for a century. Koch is
also parting company with a Monet Water Lilies
piece, which Sotheby’s is selling on November 5,
valued at $30-50 million.

Camilla’s ex 
Another highlight is a Vincent van Gogh-

moving sky over a landscape-valued at $50-70
million, painted a year before the artist’s death
and showing storm clouds over fields outside
Arles, France. Celebrity watchers can also look
out for a Picasso portrait of his lover, Dora Maar,
valued at $25-35 million and once owned by
Gianni Versace, the murdered Italian fashion
designer.

On the contemporary front, the Sotheby’s
standout is an Untitled by American painter Cy
Twombly from his Blackboard series dating back
to 1968 and valued at $60 million. The former
army cryptographer painted six bands of repeat-
ed loopy lines on a grey background, which is
being sold by a prominent US collector to bene-
fit a reform temple in Los Angeles.

Another household name is an Andy Warhol
painting of Mao, from his first series of the late
Chinese communist leader, valued at more than
$40 million. Back at Christie’s, a portrait of the ex-
husband of Britain’s Duchess of Cornwall,
Andrew Parker Bowles, by Lucian Freud is valued
at up to $30 million and was painted between
2003-04, shortly before Camilla married the
Prince of Wales, her longtime lover. In a moment
for women artists, Christie’s expects to sell Louise
Bourgeois’ giant bronze statue of a spider for
$25-35 million, smashing the French-American’s
current record of $10.7 million. — AFP 

The former manager of the pioneering
rap group NWA has filed a multi-million
dollar lawsuit over the movie “Straight

Outta Compton”, claiming the summer hit
portrays him as a “sleazy, dishonest thief.”
Jerry Heller is seeking $110 million dollars in
damages in the lawsuit filed on Friday in Los
Angeles against the film’s producers, the
artists who were the subjects of the biopic
and others connected with the film.

“Straight Outta Compton” charts the cre-
ation of the hugely successful hip-hop group
NWA and its eventual demise. “Everyone who
sees that movie would come away with a
notion that Jerry Heller is a sleazy, dishonest
thief and his behavior was the reason the
group broke up,” Heller’s attorney Michael
Shapiro told AFP. “The movie is a huge global

success and ironically, as the movie becomes
more successful, the damages that befall
Jerry become greater.”

According to the lawsuit, Heller met rap-
pers Eazy E, Dr Dre and Ice Cube in the late
1980s and the trio, along with other rappers,
subsequently formed NWA, an abbreviation
of Niggaz Wit Attitudes. Heller was the
group’s manager and was portrayed in the
movie by actor Paul Giamatti. The group,
which broke up after the release of their last
album in 1991, has helped launch the careers
of Ice Cube and Dr Dre and brought gangsta
rap into the mainstream.— AFP 

Direction “fully intend” to reform, the British
pop phenomenon’s Louis Tomlinson said
ahead of yesterday’s final concert before

their planned hiatus. The four-piece boy band, who
have sold more than 50 million records worldwide,
are ending their On The Road Again Tour at the
Sheffield Arena in northern England.

The group are set to separate for at least a year,
leaving the band’s enormous global teenage fol-
lowing devastated. “We fully intend to come back,”
Tomlinson told ITV television. “We absolutely love
this. We had a little sit down before and we decid-
ed that we wanted a break.

“We’ve had a very intense couple of years so

we’re just going to have a little bit of breathing
time and spend that with our families. “I don’t think
anyone could keep this pace up forever so I think
it’s the most healthy and constructive thing for all
of us.” The band consists of Tomlinson, 23, Niall
Horan, 22, Liam Payne, 22, and Harry Styles, 21.
Zayn Malik, 22, quit due to stress in March.

Horan admitted the last gig of the tour would
be difficult. “We’ve done almost 1,000 shows or
more over the last few years so to think we won’t
do one for over a year will be strange, so it will be a
little bit emotional,” he said. The group’s fifth studio
album, “Made In The AM” will be released on
November 13 and they will make a promotional

appearance on US television four days later.
Put together for a British television singing con-

test in 2010, the group swiftly developed a giant,
fiercely loyal following of young girls worldwide.
Malik has signed a new recording deal as a solo
artist. “I am leaving because I want to be a normal
22-year-old who is able to relax and have some pri-
vate time out of the spotlight,” he said at the time.
The Sunday Times newspaper’s Rich List 2015 reck-
oned the band members were worth £25 million
($39 million, 35 million euros) each. — AFP 

New York braces for $2 bn
bumper autumn art sales

A media person looks at Roy Lichtenstein’s “Interior with Yves Klein
Sculpture”.

Louise Bourgeois’s “Spider” on display at a press preview.

A member of the media
looks at Jeff Koon’s
“Balloon Swan (Yellow) on
display at Christie’s New
York. — AFP photos

One Direction will return, says Tomlinson

Former NWA manager sues over 
‘Straight Outta Compton’

In this April 23, 2015 file photo, NWA members Dr Dre, left, and Ice Cube, two of the
subjects of the upcoming biographical drama “Straight Outta Compton,” salute the
crowd after speaking at the Universal Pictures presentation during CinemaCon
2015 at Caesars Palace, in Las Vegas. — AP 


