
MUMBAI: AB de Villiers continued his fine form in India with another
century as South Africa and an Indian Board President’s XI drew their
warm-up game yesterday.

The South African batsman scored 112 as the Proteas made 302 all
out on the second and final day at the Brabourne Stadium in the west-
ern Indian city of Mumbai.

South Africa started the day on 46-2 after India recorded 296 in
their first innings on Friday. De Villiers hit 18 fours during his
131-ball knock. His ton came just days after he scored 119 to
help the tourists clinch the one-day international series.

Dane Vilas was South Africa’s second-highest scorer
yesterday, recording 54 runs, and Shardul Thakur was
the star of the Indian XI’s bowling attack, claiming four
wickets. India were 92-0 in their second innings at the
close of play. Lokesh Rahul scored 43 while Cheteshwar
Pujara was 49 not out.

The game was a warm-up for the four-Test
series starting next week. South Africa have
already won the Twenty20 series 2-0 and the
one-day international series 3-2. —AFP
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MELBOURNE: New Zealand will travel to Brisbane early to acclima-
tise to local conditions ahead of the first test against Australia after
their preparations were disrupted due to a tour match being
scrapped in farcical circumstances on Friday.

Originally intended to last four days, the match was scaled back
to three before being abandoned by lunch on the second day due
to the acute deterioration of the pitch at the Blacktown
International Sportspark in western Sydney.

New Zealand’s bowlers could prise just one wicket from the
opening four sessions and only after the Cricket Australia XI openers
built a 503-run partnership, an Australian record in first class cricket.

New Zealand’s batsmen did not hit a ball in anger and the team
heads to Brisbane frustrated by the lack of match practice.

“We had two days and haven’t gained a lot out of it from a prepa-
ration point of view, other than time on our feet,” coach Mike Hesson
told New Zealand media.

Cricket Australia offered to find the Black Caps better facilities in
Sydney, but New Zealand will instead train at Allan Border field in
Brisbane ahead of the test at the Gabba, which starts on Thursday.

While the abandonment was something of an embarrassment for
hosts Cricket Australia, Hesson was reluctant to lay blame.—Reuters

NZ head to Brisbane early 

MADRID: Outgoing MotoGP world champion Marc Marquez has filed an official com-
plaint after he and his family were allegedly insulted and physically attacked at their
home in Cervera near Barcelona.

Representatives of the Honda rider published a statement in Spanish media yester-
day which said “a group of people” had turned up at the Marquez residence on Friday.
They did not identify them but local media said they were journalists from an Italian
television programme called “Le Iene” (The Hyenas) broadcast by the Mediaset group.
They “hurled a series of insults, performed certain humiliating and ridiculous actions
towards the rider and even pushed and attacked his closest family members,” the

Marquez statement said. “Given the seriousness of the events,
the actions have been reported and will follow the normal

course of a legal complaint against these people,” it
added. Marquez clashed with Italian Yamaha rider and

championship leader Valentino Rossi at last weekend’s
Malaysia Grand Prix, when Rossi was sanctioned with three

penalty points for kicking the Spaniard off his bike. The Le
Iene official Facebook page carried a statement from two of

the programme’s reporters, Stefano Corti and
Alessandro Onnis, which said they had gone to the

Marquez home to present him with a tongue-in-
cheek trophy.—Reuters

Marquez family attacked De Villiers hits century

NEW YORK: Toronto Maple Leafs defenseman Morgan Rielly (44) controls the puck against New York Rangers center Derek Stepan (21) as Maple
Leafs goalie Jonathan Bernier (45) defends the goal during the second period of an NHL hockey game. —AP

NEW YORK: Mats Zuccarello’s hat trick sent the
New York Rangers to a 3-1 win over the Toronto
Maple Leafs on Friday night. Henrik Lundqvist
made 22 saves as the Rangers improved to 7-2-2. 

New York has won four of its last five, earning
10 points in its last six games. The Rangers
played for the first time since defeating Calgary,
4-1 on Oct. 25. During the break, coach Alain
Vigneault reconfigured his top two lines, reunit-
ing Zuccarello with Derick Brassard and Rick
Nash and putting Chris Kreider back with Derek
Stepan.

Jonathan Bernier made 23 saves but Toronto
fell to 1-6-2, losing five in a row. Joffrey Lupul’s
deflection at 18:09 into the third spoiled
Lundqvist’s shutout bid.

CANADIENS 6, FLAMES 2
Dale Weise completed his first career hat trick

midway through the third period and Montreal
blew out hapless Calgary to end a two-game
skid and become the first NHL team with 10
wins.

Weise scored in each of the first and second
periods, then got his third with 8:16 left by
smacking in the rebound from Tomas
Fleishmann’s shot.

Nathan Beaulieu, Devante Smith-Pelly and
Paul Byron also scored, and rookie Mike Condon
made 30 saves. Montreal got its first win since its
nine-game season-opening win streak ended
against Vancouver on Tuesday.

The Flames have lost four straight and are yet
to win in regulation this season. Joni Ortio
stopped 25 shots for Calgary. Jiri Hudler and
Josh Jooris scored.

Weise broke a 2-2 tie 6:57 into the second. He
took the puck away from Benoit Pouliot, skated
toward the right circle and beat Ortio with a
wrister.

HURRICANES 3, AVALANCHE 2
Victor Rask, Justin Faulk and Jeff Skinner

scored and Carolina beat Colorado for its third
straight victory. Colorado’s Carl Soderberg
scored with 31.8 seconds left, but Carolina got
its first home win of the season. It was the
Hurricanes’ first home game following a long
road trip they take annually - seven contests this
time - to avoid traffic conflicts with the North
Carolina State Fair.

Carolina won the teams’ only other meeting
this season 1-0 in overtime nine days earlier.
Goalie Cam Ward got that shutout and stopped
28 shots in this one.

Colorado’s Semyon Varlamov made 23 saves.
Alex Tanguay also scored for Colorado. Kris
Versteeg and Ryan Murphy each had two assists
for the Hurricanes.  Brett Pesce got his first
career point for Carolina on a third-period assist.
Colorado’s last win in Raleigh was in January
2008.

SABRES 3, FLYERS 1
Ryan O’Reilly had a goal and two assists,

rookie goaltender Linus Ullmark got his first NHL
win and Buffalo beat Philadelphia. Jack Eichel
and Nicolas Deslauriers also scored for Buffalo.
Ullmark made 27 saves. Mark Streit spoiled
Ullmark’s shutout bid with 3:26 left, but the
Flyers have lost three straight. Two of those
came this week against the Sabres.

O’Reilly has four goals and nine assists
through 11 games since being acquired from
Colorado in the summer. Flyers goaltender
Michal Neuvirth, an ex-Sabre, made two of his 33
saves on the Sabres’ first power play, stopping

Jamie McGinn’s snap shot and its rebound.
Eichel showed why he’s regarded as a can’t-

miss prospect, cutting quickly to lose Luke
Schenn and rifling a wrist shot past Neuvirth.

CAPITALS 2, BLUE JACKETS 1
Justin Williams and T.J. Oshie each scored to

lift Washington over Columbus. Braden Holtby
made 29 saves to help the Capitals avoid back-
to-back losses for the first time this season after
falling 3-1 to Pittsburgh on Wednesday.

Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 26 shots for the
Jackets. Williams scored his second goal of the
season to give Washington the lead at 14:16 in
the second.

After Washington killed two penalties, Oshie’s
fourth goal of the season made it 2-0 at 11:59 in
the third when the Capitals finished a 3-on-2
breakaway. Matt Calvert scored in the third peri-
od for Columbus, which fell to 2-2 0 under new
coach John Tortorella.

BRUINS 3, PANTHERS 1
Brad Marchand scored twice and Zdeno

Chara picked up his first goal of the season to
lead Boston over Florida. Marchand, who
extended his point streak to five games, also was
given a major penalty and a game misconduct
for boarding Dmitry Kulikov with 2:06 left in the
game. Kulikov left the ice bleeding.

Boston goalie Tuukka Rask made 31 saves
and Florida’s Roberto Luongo had 22. Chara also
added an assist. Florida’s Nick Bjugstad scored
his fourth goal on a 5-on-3 power play at 11:32
in the third.

Rask kept the game scoreless early with big
saves on a breakaway by Quinton Howden then
a rebound chance by Alex Petrovic. He added a
sliding glove save on a point-blank shot by
Jonathan Huberdeau at 11:55 with Florida on
the power play.

SENATORS 3, RED WINGS 1
Kyle Turris and Matt Puempel scored in the

first two periods and Bobby Ryan added an
empty-net goal in the final minute, helping
Ottawa beat Detroit.

Andrew Hammond made 29 saves for the
Senators. Detroit’s Henrik Zetterberg scored on
the second of two power plays with a two-man

advantage late in the second period. Jimmy
Howard stopped 32 shots for the Red Wings.

The Senators limited Detroit’s quality scoring
chances in the third, helping them improve to 4-
1 on the road this season. The offensively chal-
lenged Red Wings pulled Howard to add an
extra skater with 2-plus minutes left,  but
couldn’t score to send the game to overtime
before Ryan restored Ottawa’s two-goal lead
with 55 seconds left.

WILD 5, BLACKHAWKS 4
Jason Zucker scored 18 seconds into the

game and assisted on Nino Niederreiter’s winner
to lead Minnesota over Chicago.

Ryan Carter, Charlie Coyle and Jared
Spurgeon also had goals for Minnesota, which
dealt its playoff nemesis Chicago its second
straight loss. Mikko Koivu added three assists,
and Devan Dubnyk made 25 saves, as the Wild
won their fifth straight at home to start the sea-
son. Jonathan Toews scored twice for the
Blackhawks, which finally snapped a 5-on-5 scor-
ing drought. Brent Seabrook and Artem
Anisimov had a goal each for Chicago and Scott
Darling stopped 25 shots. The Blackhawks have
beaten Minnesota in the second round of the
playoffs the past two seasons.

CANUCKS 4, COYOTES 3
Rookie Jared McCann scored the first of two

quick goals in the opening period and
Vancouver held on for a win over Arizona. The
Canucks were sharp after blowing a two-goal
lead in a loss to Dallas the night before, taking a
3-0 lead in the first.

Alexandre Burrows scored shortly after
McCann’s fifth goal of the season, and Brendan
Gaunce added his first NHL goal about midway
through the opening period.

Arizona rallied in the second period on goals
by Max Domi and Steve Downie, but Daniel
Sedin quickly pushed it back to a two-goal lead
heading into the third.

Tobias Rieder scored with 2:21 left after the
Coyotes pulled goalie Anders Lindback, but the
Coyotes couldn’t get anything else past Richard
Bachman. Bachman stopped 29 shots in his first
start after Ryan Miller played the first 10 games
of the season. —AP

Rangers drop Leafs, Canadiens win

CHINA: South Korea’s Kim Sei-young and
Candie Kung of Taiwan emerged at the
top of leaderboard after a brutal third
day of scoring at the Blue Bay LPGA in
China where only four players shot sub-
par rounds. Overnight leader Kim pro-
duced a two-over-par round of 74 to sign
for a 216 level-par total, matched by
Kung who bogeyed her last two holes to
sign for a 73 at the $2 million event in
Hainan Island. The blustering conditions
and heavily undulating greens at the
lengthy Jian Lake Blue Bay Course have
proved a stern test for the LPGA’s finest
taking part in the penultimate leg of the
five-tournament Asian swing.

Kim, chasing rookie of the year hon-
ours, has shown her best in the wind this
year with two titles in Bahamas and
Hawaii earlier in the season but said Blue
Bay had been a step up after she mixed
three birdies with five bogeys in yester-
day’s round.

“This is the toughest course I’ve ever
played,” the world number 11 said.
“Overall, I’m happy with my perform-
ance, although I feel this is really, really
tough.” Kung, chasing her fifth LPGA Tour

event and first LPGA Tour title in seven
years, said she had just concentrated on
surviving yesterday.

“I really am very much distraught with
the windy conditions,” the world number
63 said. “There is no way you really have
time to think about who is behind you,
who ahead of you, and in what way on
course you can catch up or whatever. You
just do your best.”

American Stacy Lewis was a shot back
on one-over after a third round 73 and
the world number three was expecting
another tough outing today. “I think the
weather is going to be even worse
tomorrow, so it’s really more of a mental
test than anything.”

Taiwanese rookie Hsu Wei-Ling fired
the best round of the day, a four-under-
par 68 after an astonishing seven birdies
over her closing 10 holes vaulted her up
the leaderboard into a share of eighth on
three-over.

World number one Lydia Ko was
among the sub-par quartet, hitting six
birdies in a round of 70 which helped
move her up to plus six and a share of
20th. —Reuters

Kim and Kung

lead in China

KUALA LUMPUR: American Justin
Thomas produced a tidy up-and-
down from the back of the 18th green
for birdie to ensure he went in to
today’s final round of the CIMB Classic
tied for the lead with compatriot
Brendan Steele.

Overnight leader Thomas, who
flirted with a rare 59 before signing
for an 11-under-par second round of
61, was again among the birdies on
another day of low scores at the Kuala
Lumpur Country Club, where pre-
ferred lies have been in use.

The 22-year-old seemed to lose
momentum with bogey fives at the
12 and 16th but finished with two
birdies in his third round of five-
under-par 67 to sit on 20-under for
the $7 million co-sanctioned Asian
Tour event, the third of the new PGA
Tour season.

“Those two birdies were huge,” the
world number 64 said of his strong
finish. “I felt like I played really well for
some stretches. I had some holes I
didn’t hit it well, but I hit a lot of good
putts that didn’t go in. “So, it was nice
to get that putt to go on 17 and 18,
finish on a good note.”

Thomas is looking for his first win
on the American circuit, while Steele
has won just once, at the 2011 Texas
Open, and blew a great opportunity

two weeks ago when he shot a clos-
ing 76 after holding the third round
lead at the Frys.com Open.

“I was pretty comfortable at Frys
and then it all started kind of spin-
ning out of control and I didn’t have a
very good final round,” the 32-year-
old Californian said after a bogey free
six-under-par 66 yesterday. “I learned
a lot from it. Feel like I’m in a better
place now, mentally. I’ll be trying to
be a little bit more patient and a little
bit more positive, not kind of put so
much pressure on myself.”

South Korean-born American
Kevin Na has good memories of
Malaysia after winning his first Asian
Tour event in the country in 2002 and
the 32-year-old put himself in posi-
tion to notch another after a blister-
ing 64 yesterday.

That nine birdie effort left Na, who
has finished second or tied in the
opening two events of the campaign,
one back of Thomas and Steele on 19-
under.

Japan’s Hideki Matsuyama fired
a 68 yesterday to sit tied fourth on
17-under alongside American trio
James Hahn (64) ,  Br ian Harman
(66) and Spencer Levin (68), with
former world number one Adam
Scott (66) a further shot back on
16-under.—Reuters

Thomas and Steele set 

for PGA Tour shootout

KUALA LUMPUR: Justin Thomas of the United States plays out of the bunker
on the 13th fairway during the third round of the CIMB Classic golf tourna-
ment. —AP

NHL Results/Standings

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Dallas 8 2 0 35 27 16
Nashville 7 1 1 27 17 15
St. Louis 7 2 1 27 21 15
Minnesota 7 2 1 33 29 15
Winnipeg 6 3 1 32 26 13
Chicago 6 5 0 24 24 12
Colorado 3 6 1 24 29 7

Pacific Division
Vancouver 5 2 4 32 25 14
Los Angeles 6 3 0 20 18 12
Arizona 5 5 1 30 32 11
San Jose 5 4 0 24 20 10
Edmonton 4 7 0 28 34 8
Calgary 2 8 1 22 46 5
Anaheim 1 7 2 10 27 4

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 10 2 0 45 23 20

Ottawa 5 3 2 32 31 12
Tampa Bay 5 4 2 28 28 12
Boston 5 3 1 36 30 11
Florida 5 4 1 31 21 11
Detroit 4 5 1 23 27 9
Buffalo 4 7 0 26 34 8
Toronto 1 6 2 20 31 4

Metropolitan Division
NY Rangers 7 2 2 31 21 16
Washington 7 2 0 32 22 14
NY Islanders 6 2 2 33 25 14
Pittsburgh 6 4 0 20 20 12
New Jersey 5 4 1 25 27 11
Philadelphia 4 4 2 21 29 10
Carolina 5 6 0 23 30 10
Columbus 2 9 0 23 43 4
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L) 

Buffalo 3, Philadelphia 1; NY Rangers 3, Toronto 1; Washington 2, Columbus 1; Carolina 3, Colorado 2; Ottawa 3,
Detroit 1; Boston 3, Florida 1; Minnesota 5, Chicago 4; Montreal 6, Calgary 2; Vancouver 4, Arizona 3.


