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DHAKA:  The publisher of an atheist writer killed
earlier this year by suspected Islamists was
hacked to death in Bangladesh yesterday, hours
after two secular bloggers and another publisher
were also attacked.

Both attacks in the capital Dhaka-the latest in
a wave of violence targeting secular activists-fol-
lowed the same pattern, with the assailants
attacking the men with machetes and cleavers,
leaving them in a pool of blood and padlocking
their offices from the outside as they left, police
said. Faisal Arefin Dipan, 43, the owner of Jagritee
publishers, was killed in his third-floor office in
central Dhaka, his father Abul Kashem Fazlul Haq,
a noted intellectual and writer, told AFP.

“I rushed to his office at Aziz Market and
broke the padlock. And I saw him lying upside
down in a massive pool of blood. They slaugh-
tered his neck. He is dead,” he said.

Police also confirmed Dipan’s death. 
Haq told AFP that he became worried about

his son after he heard of the earlier attack that
left publisher Ahmedur Rashid Tutul, 43, and
bloggers Ranadipam Basu, 50, and Tareq Rahim,
30, who is also a poet, severely injured.

“He published the books of Avijit Roy. They
also attacked other publishers of Roy but only
my son died,” Haq said. Atheist blogger Roy was
hacked to death outside a book fair in February-
the first death in the wave of violence against
secular writers in Bangladesh.  The total death
toll this year now stands at five.

Pool of blood 
In the first incident yesterday, three armed

men posing as shoppers entered the offices of
Shuddhaswar publishing house at 3pm (0900
GMT), police said. “Once inside, they started
hacking Tutul, the publisher of Roy, and secular
bloggers Basu and Rahim with machetes and
cleavers indiscriminately and shot at Rahim
from a firearm,” said Dhaka police deputy com-
missioner Wahidul Islam.   

“They then padlocked the office from the
outside and left the three in a pool of blood.
Our officers broke the door and rescued them
after getting emergency calls,” he said.

The three men were in hospital and one was
in a critical condition. Al-Qaeda in the Indian
Subcontinent (AQIS) claimed responsibility for
the attacks via Twitter. “These two atheist-
apostates have published books that have
attacked the honour of  the Prophet
Mohammed (PBUH)  and mocked Islam”, the
group said in a Bengali statement posted using
the Twitter handle Ansar al Islam.

Police spokesman Muntashirul Islam said
officers had seen the statement, but could not
confirm whether the Al-Qaeda branch was
responsible for attacks. “We’re investigating
whether the claim is credible. So far it seems
the attacks were pre-planned and carried out
by organised miscreants,” Islam told AFP.

Government failure 
Hundreds of activists held an impromptu

march in Dhaka yesterday evening, criticising
the government for failing to protect the coun-
try’s secular writers.  “We’re stunned. One after
another secular writers and bloggers have

been silenced and murdered. Yet the govern-
ment has failed to protect them,” said Imran
Sarker, who heads a secular bloggers group.

Asif Mohiuddin, a Berlin-based Bangladeshi
atheist blogger who survived a machete attack
by Islamist militants in December 2013, also
berated the government for  not doing
enough.

“The country’s bloggers have sought pro-
tection from the government and yet there
have been no visible efforts to ensure their
security,” he told AFP by telephone.

He said about a dozen secular writers have
fled the country following threats from the
Islamists and the latest attacks would prompt
more to do so or go into hiding. Police have
said the banned local Islamist militant group
Ansarullah Bangla Team (ABT) were behind the
previous attacks, which were also claimed by
Al-Qaeda in the Indian Sub-continent.

Tensions are high in Bangladesh following
the recent killings of an Italian aid worker and
a Japanese farmer, who were shot dead in
attacks claimed by the Islamic State group.

The bombing of the capital’s main Shiite
shrine last weekend, which killed one person
and wounded dozens more, has further raised
concerns for minorities living in the mainly
Muslim but officially secular nation.

That  at tack  was  a lso  c la imed by  IS
jihadists, but the government responded by
denying that the extremist group was active
in  Bangladesh,  and instead rounded up
dozens of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
opponents. — AP

DHAKA: Men carry the body of Bangladeshi publisher Faisal Arefin Dipan to Dhaka Medical College after he is hacked in an attack in his office in
Dhaka yesterday.  Faisal Arefin Dipan was the publisher of an atheist writer killed earlier this year by suspected Islamists was hacked to death in
Bangladesh yesterday, hours after two secular bloggers and another publisher were also attacked. — AFP

Secular publisher murdered, 3 hurt
in new Bangladesh attacks

Al-Qaeda branch claims responsibility

HUNTSVILLE: An Alabama police offi-
cer testified Friday that he thought an
Indian grandfather might have been
an armed criminal during a confronta-
tion that left the man badly injured.

Madison police officer Eric Parker
testified that the actions and appear-
ance of Sureshbhai Patel, 58, were “in
sequence” with those of a burglar.
Parker is charged with violating Patel’s
r ights  dur ing the encounter  that

included Patel being thrown to the
ground.

Parker  to ld  jurors  i t  made “my
alerts go up” when Patel walked away
and wouldn’t answer questions. He
said he grew concerned when Patel
reached for his pockets and when he
pul led his  hand f ree dur ing a  pat
down.

“ I t  concerned me that  he  was
going for that weapon I presumed he

had,” said Parker, according to Al.com
(http://bit.ly/1GPKZt7 ). Patel wasn’t
armed and suffered a spinal injury
when he was thrown down face first
on a lawn.  Parker said he lost his bal-
ance and fell on top of the man.

The defense rested after the offi-
cer ’s testimony. Jurors will  get the
case after closing arguments and final
instructions from US District Judge
Madeline Haikala.

Patel had been in the United States
only a few days when the confronta-
tion occurred in February as police
were checking a citizen’s report of a
suspic ious  person in  a  suburban
neighborhood near Huntsville.

Patel, testifying through an inter-
preter,  previously  said he doesn’t
speak English and was trying to show
police the home of his son, where
Patel was staying at the time, when

police spoke to him.
This is Parker’s second trial; his first

one ended in a hung jury last month.
Alabama Gov.  Rober t  Bent ley  has
apologized to the Indian government
for Patel’s treatment, calling it a case
of excessive force.

The city of Madison is firing Parker,
who also faces a state assault charge
and is being sued for monetary dam-
ages by Patel. — AP

Alabama officer says Indian jerked away from him

LAHORE: Pakistan’s Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif waves to supporters as he leaves
after casting his vote during a local government election in Lahore yesterday. An
armed clash between workers of two political parties killed at least 11 people dur-
ing the first phase of local government elections in southern Pakistan yesterday,
officials said. — AFP

KABUL:  A rocket apparently fired by fight-
ers from the radical Islamic State move-
ment has hit a mosque in eastern
Afghanistan, killing six worshippers and
wounding four others, a local official said
yesterday.  The attack in Achin, southeast
of Jalalabad in Nangarhar province,
occurred during evening prayers on Friday,
district governor Haji Ghalibhe said.

It was not clear if it was aimed at the
mosque or went astray after being fired at
security forces based nearby.  Islamic State
has been building up its presence in
Afghanistan while battling both govern-

ment forces and the Islamist Taleban
movement. Nangarhar, on the border with
Pakistan, has become one of its main
strongholds.  Hazrat Hussain Mashriqiwal,
a spokesman for the Nangarhar police
chief, said security forces had detained two
suspects, one of whom was a foreigner.

Islamic State’s rise has caused alarm
outside Afghanistan, with Russia saying it
was concerned about the threat to its
central Asian neighbours and US com-
manders citing the movement as a rea-
son to delay plans to pull out troops next
year. — Reuters

Rocket hits mosque in 
eastern Afghanistan

LAHORE:  Eleven people were killed when
rival political parties fired on each other
yesterday as Pakistanis voted in local elec-
tions seen as a referendum on the national
government halfway through its term.

The violence occurred in the Khairpur
district of the southern province of Sindh,
which held the polls along with the central
Punjab province. It was not immediately
clear which parties were responsible.

“Eleven people were killed when two
groups opened fire,” police deputy inspec-
tor general Kamran Fazal told Reuters. The
opposition, led by international cricket star
turned politician Imran Khan, is hoping the
polls will help build a national coalition
that could challenge Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif ’s Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PMLN) party at the next general election.

Pakistan’s other two provinces held their
local elections months ago. Khan won in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the northwest and
Sharif’s party and its coalition partners won
in the sparsely populated western province
of Baluchistan.

Observers are closely watching the polls
in Punjab, Pakistan’s richest and most pop-
ulous province and the power base of
Sharif, who swept to national power in a
landslide election in 2013.

“PMLN has the upper hand in Punjab
but it will be a strongly challenged by PTI,”
said political analyst Wajahat Masood,
referring to Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaaf
party.

Security and the economy have
improved under Sharif but the government
has failed to tackle corruption or tax dodg-
ing by the wealthy, two problems that are
starving social services such as schools and
hospitals of cash.

Over 20 million people are registered to
vote in Punjab and 4.6 million in Sindh.
Pakistan has a population of 190 million.

Local bodies, in which voters elect coun-
cillors directly, devolve administrative and
financial powers to lower tiers of electoral
bodies. Local government elections were
last held in 2005 under General Pervez
Musharraf, who came to power in a blood-
less coup.

National and provincial political parties
dislike the system, saying the military has
previously used it to undermine parliamen-
tary democracy. In March this year, the
Supreme Court called the absence of the
local government system for over a decade
unconstitutional and ordered the election
commission to arrange for polls to be held
as soon as possible. — Reuters

11 killed as Pakistanis vote 
in local government polls 

NEW DELHI: First writers then artists, fol-
lowed by filmmakers, historians and sci-
entists.  The chorus of Indian intellectuals
protesting religious bigotry and commu-
nal violence grows louder by the week
with a single message for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi: protect India’s tradition of
secularism and diversity.

Those protesting are angry and wor-
ried by a spate of deadly attacks against
atheist thinkers and minorities, and by
Modi’s relative silence through it all. That
silence appears to have encouraged some
of his party colleagues to make com-
ments asserting Hindu pride and superi-
ority.

On Thursday, more than 100 scientists,
including some of India’s top nuclear
physicists, space scientists and mathe-
maticians, expressed their anguish at the
ways in which they said “science and rea-
son were being eroded in the country.”
The protest by scientists is significant, giv-
en that most work for the government or
in state-funded organizations and so
could risk being punished for speaking
out.

“What we are witnessing instead is the
active promotion of irrational and sectari-
an thought by  important functionaries of
the government,” the scientists said in a
statement. They said the dozens of Indian
writers who have returned national

awards in protest had “shown the way.”
The uproar among intellectuals began

in late September, when a village mob
beat a Muslim man to death and put his
son in critical condition over rumors that
their family was eating cow meat. In fact,
it had been a goat. Ten people have been
arrested in connection with the attack.

There have been other incidents in
recent years, including the killings of three
atheist scholars who had campaigned
against religious superstition, and more
mob killings over rumors of cow slaughter
or smuggling. Many Hindus, who make
up more than 80 percent of India’s popu-
lation of 1.25 billion, consider cows to be
sacred, and many states ban the slaugh-
tering of the animals.

Communal violence and prejudice are
nothing new for India, born as a secular
democracy in 1947 amid deadly Hindu-
Muslim riots that killed an estimated 1
million people as Muslim-majority
Pakistan was carved out of mostly Hindu
India with the end of British rule.

Since then, horrific riots and clashes
have erupted at intervals, mostly
between Hindus and Muslims. Yet India
has still largely been seen as overwhelm-
ingly tolerant, with a cacophony of cul-
tures that have lived side by side for cen-
turies. Secularism is enshrined in its con-
stitution.

Fascist revolt
Some political analysts said that the

protests were going too far in making it
seem like India was on the brink of a fas-
cist revolt, and that the government may
simply be stumbling in its communication
strategy. Modi has no media spokesman,
instead relying largely on senior ministers
and his official website to get his mes-
sages out.

“If you look at the history of religious
violence in India, it is far less today than it
was three decades ago,” analyst Ashok
Malik said. “This is part of the democratic
discourse in India. While I’m not doubting
the concerns of writers and artists, their
use of words like ‘fascist’ is over the top.”
Worries over India’s secular identity began
rumbling before Modi was elected prime
minister last year. Modi and his Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party won the
election in a landslide, largely on promises
of lifting the economy.

But some cautioned that his support
was grounded in the party’s Hindu base,
and noted that Modi himself had come
up through the militant Hindu fundamen-
talist organization Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh, which translates as the National
Volunteers Association. For years, the
group has been accused of stoking anti-
Muslim prejudice, including among
teenagers attending youth camps. — AP

Indian intellectuals alarmed
by rising intolerance attacks

NEW DELHI: In this Oct. 6, 2015 file photo, activists of various Indian Muslim groups shout slogans against Indian
prime minister Narendra Modi during a protest against the killing of a Muslim farmer by villagers upon hearing
rumors that the family was eating beef, in New Delhi, India. The chorus of Indian intellectuals protesting reli-
gious bigotry and communal violence grows louder by the week with a single message for prime minister
Narendra Modi: Assure the multicultural nation that the government stands for secularism and diversity. — AP


