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BEIRUT: The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) and the Lebanese
Council for Development and Reconstruction
(CDR) have signed a donation accord worth
$30 million to finance projects supporting
Syrian refugees and the hosting communities
in Lebanon. CDR chairman Nabil Al-Jisr signed
the agreement with KFAED’s economic advisor
Tareq Al-Munayes, at the CDR’s headquarters in
Beirut.

Talking to KUNA on the sidelines of the sign-
ing ceremony, Al-Jisr expressed gratitude to the
State of Kuwait “that always hurries to help
Lebanon.” This is the second donation Kuwait
offers for the Syrian refugees and the hosting
Lebanese areas he said. According to Al-Jisr, the
refugees’ problem has been affecting the infra-
structure and municipal services in these areas.
No doubt, the new donation will help alot alle-
viate suffering of both guests and hosts, he
noted. Final signing of the agreement will take
place soon, to give the green light to imple-
menting projects that are ready, he said. 

For his part, KFAED’s Al-Munayes said that
the donation would be employed to finance 13
projects, one of them to cover municipalities
and another for health centers. Two days earli-
er, a KFAED delegation visited the Lebanese
Social Affairs Minister Rashid Derbas who
reviewed with them the projects to be financed

by the Kuwaiti donation. The donation is part of
Kuwait’s pledge during the Third International
Humanitarian Pledging Conference for Syria,
the country hosted last month, to offer $500
million. $100 million from this will come from
the KFAED to five Syria neighboring countries.
Lebanon’s share is $30 million. 

IIOC provides sewing machines 
Meanwhile, International Islamic Charitable

Organization (IICO) distributed thousands of
sewing machines to female Syrian refugees in
Sidon, Lebanon, to help them start their own
small businesses. The sewing machines were
handed out to the ladies at social service cen-
ters in the town in the presence of Kuwaiti
Embassy representative Mohammad Al-Khaldi.
“Wafa” Charity Association and Danish
Refugees Council help with the distribution as
well. The Kuwaiti diplomat told KUNA that pro-
viding sewing machines to Syrian ladies is a
way to help them provide for their families by
starting their own small businesses. Al-Khaldi
lauded IICO, Kuwaiti Embassy and other NGO’s
in helping with this project and giving human-
itarian assistance to whom they need it. The
number of registered Syrian refugees in
Lebanon has passed the 1.1 million mark,
more than 70 percent of them are living in
poverty. — Agencies 

KUWAIT: Children participate in the Breast Cancer awareness campaign. — KUNA

NEW YORK: Kuwait late Friday reiterated
calls for reforms at the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) as part of a
much needed overhauling of the United
Nations’ structures. Delivering a speech
on behalf of the Arab group, Kuwait’s
permanent envoy to the UN headquar-
ters in New York, Ambassador Mansour
Ayyad Al-Otaibi said that part of the
reforms should include fair representa-
tion at the UNSC - a much needed step
which is still under consideration since
talks on the matter began 20 years ago. It

is important to find new mechanisms to
expand membership at the council, said
Ambassador Al-Otaibi, adding that the
UNSC should address regional and inter-
national challenges more fairly.

Change within the boundaries of the
UN General Assembly, currently at its
70th meeting, is the only way to achieve
these reforms, said the Kuwaiti diplomat.
He said that a number of UNSC’s perma-
nent members abused their right to use
vote, leading to the decrease of credibili-
ty of this UN institute. Ambassador Al-
Otaibi noted that now it was time to take
some necessary measures to ensure that
the council will do what is supposed to
be doing “overseeing and preserving
world peace and security”.

Meanwhile, member of the Kuwaiti
delegation at the UN, second secretary
Hassan Shaker Abulhassan said that
Kuwait had joined the Accountability,
Coherence, and Transparency Group
(ACT), an initiative to improve working
methods of the UNSC. Ending veto
against issues pertinent to crimes against
humanity is a crucial component of the
steps to reform the UNSC, said the
Kuwaiti diplomat, affirming that it was
time for the council to reflect the true
world security issues. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research (KISR) is ever cognizant of its mis-
sion to carry out research on preserving
the integrity of the environment, among
other goals, said KISR director Dr Naji Al-
Mutairi. This was part of a press statement
he made as he met here with French
Special Envoy for Africa and Middle East
on Climate Change Ambassador Stephane
Gompertz. 

Dr Al-Mutairi informed the envoy of the
gamut of undertakings by KISR, particular-
ly in the field of renewable energy where
he said by 2030 Kuwait should meet its
energy requirements by at least 15 per-
cent from renewable energy sources. This
ambitious goal of 15 percent was promul-
gated in a speech by His Highness the
Amir of Kuwait at the 18th conference on
climate change which was hosted by
Doha, Qatar in December, 2012, noted Dr
Al-Mutairi.

Many of KISR’s energy and environ-
ment-based projects, above all the Al-
Shegaya Project, seek to reduce the fre-
quency of environmental pollution by
resorting to the use of clean energy and

rolling back the effects of global warming
and gas emissions, said Dr Al-Mutairi. He
added that due to the diligence of KISR,
numerous government buildings, and
some homes are being equipped with
solar energy, by placing solar panels on
their roofs. Making a similar press state-
ment, the French envoy expressed admira-
tion at the work being done by KISR, espe-
cially the Al-Shagaya Project, which, he
said, offered a prime example of environ-
mental awareness worthy of being noted
and emulated by the rest of the region.

He said he was in Kuwait to, among
other things, invite KISR to attend the
upcoming climate change conference to
be held in Paris from Nov 30 to Dec 12
which is expected to result on an interna-
tional agreement on climate change. On
his part, KISR’s director for energy and con-
struction affairs, Dr Salem Al-Hajraf, spoke
glowingly of the Al-Shagaya Project, say-
ing it is a monumental solar-energy-stor-
ing project, currently in the making,
whose first stage, when completed, would
be capable of producing electric power by
2017.  — KUNA
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