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There is a revolving controver-
s y  i n  Ku w a i t  t h e s e  d ays
between a number of jour-

nalists, writers, activists and the
Ku w a i t i  g ove r n m e n t  o n  t h e
Elec tronic  M edia  Law.  I t  seems
that the government is trying to
pass the law this time through the
current  par l iament .  I  th ink  the
government believes that the tim-
ing is very appropriate. Some fear
this law would target the freedom
of expression. 

This  i ssue is  ver y  sensit ive
because Kuwait Constitution has
safeguarded the freedom of expres-
sion for individuals. It is an issue
worth talking about. I am trying to
understand the government’s posi-
tion which was summed up by the
Information Minister - saying, “We
presented a discretionary work to
the National Assembly,  and it  is
now up for  review by the
Legislative Authority - taking into
account on what supports the free-
doms and the preservation of the
Constitution and the general prin-
ciples.” 

Yes, this is true. Therefore, it is
now the role of National Assembly,
journalists,  media professionals
and voters to make a clear stand.
So far, I have not listened to the
re a l  o p p o n e n t s ,  b u t  t h e re  a re
o b j e c t i o n s  a n d  wo r r i e s  -  a n d  I
don’t think these worries can pre-
ve n t  t h e  b i l l  f ro m  g e t t i n g
approved. It is necessary to distin-
g u i s h  b e t we e n  t h e  e l e c t ro n i c
media and press media in order to
determine what is the exact defini-

t i o n  o f  e l e c t ro n i c  p re s s  h e re.  I
think that regulating and organiz-
ing the media work even by a law
is normal and should not be a con-
troversial issue.  

It is similar to the existence of
traffic laws for the safety of the
drivers,  but the problem here is
that currently, the country is being
exposed to difficult regional situa-
tions. Although the government is
convinced that the timing of the
bill is right - especially in the case
of compatibility and harmony with
the current National Assembly, I
would wish if  only they waited,
especially in the presence of sever-
al existing laws such as the Law of
electronic crime.

The Law consists of 99 articles.
It is divided into three sections -
linked to the ways and means of
the establishment of newspapers
and how to determine the qualifi-
cations and privileges. I also think
a writer should be the watchman
on himself and be held account-
able for sinful and offensive arti-
cles. The law will only add extra
pressure. 

There is a need for more discus-
sion by various sectors of the soci-
ety - the academics, technicians,
writers and activists to l isten to
their views on the bill. Kuwait gov-
ernment is aware that it  cannot
approve a law that may jeopardize
or violate the constitutional princi-
ples that ensure freedom of opin-
ion and criticism. I hope to hear
more from our MPs - stating their
views clearly on this.

Local Spotlight

Electronic 
media ... again?

NEW YORK: Diplomatic Attache
of Kuwait’s permanent mission to
UN Alyaa Abdullah Al-Muzaini
said Friday that Kuwait policy pri-
oritizes protection of human
rights due to belief in the interre-
lation between this issue and sus-
tainable development. The
Kuwaiti constitution and related
legislations ensure the highest
degree of protection to human
rights, she said in a speech to the
70th session of the UN General
Assembly ’s Third Committee
(Social, Humanitarian and Cultural).
The State seeks to deepen aware-
ness about the values and culture
of human rights through programs
in the various stages of education,
Al-Muzaini affirmed.

Kuwait believes deeply in the

positive impact of human rights on
life, individual and collective; this is
why the country joined the relevant
international conventions, includ-
ing the International Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination; the
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights; the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights; and the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW).

In keeping with the UNGA
Resolution 48/134 (on the nation-
al institutions for the promotion
and protection of human rights),
Kuwait has recently approved
launching “the national human
rights diwan” to serve as an official

human rights watchdog, she went
on. The diwan will work for pro-
moting awareness about, and
respect for, civil  l iberties and
rights pursuant to the provisions
of the constitution and the local
and international legal instru-
ments.

It will coordinate the national
efforts meant to protect human
rights with a view to keeping
abreast with the developments
on the local and international
scales, Al-Mezeini revealed. She
noted that the State of Kuwait
made great efforts to implement
the undertakings stated in its
second national report to the
UN Human R ights  Counci l
Universal Periodic Review in last
January. The Kuwaiti envoy reaf-

firmed her country ’s commit-
ment to promote the culture of
human r ights and cooperate
with the competent UN agencies
in order to guarantee better life
for humanity. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry Dr
Yousif Al-Ali has said that they are closely following
up the results of recently issued World Bank Group
report on Doing Business for 2016. Kuwait registered
a relative increase in the distance to frontier (DTF)
according to the report from 59.77 in 2015 to 60.17
in 2016. Despite the relative enhancement in this
component, the World Bank Group registered a
slight decrease in Kuwait’s overall ranking from 100
in 2015 to 101 in 2016 report. In a statement yester-
day, the Minister stressed the necessity of coordinat-
ing efforts by all the ministry’s bodies and affiliated
institutions and authorities to carry on with steps to
streamline measures and reduce the duration of pro-
cedure to boost the investment environment in
Kuwait. Despite signals by the report on slow proce-
dures for founding companies, actual practice has
revealed that efforts led by the ministry and the Direct Investment Promotion
Authority (KDIPA) to attract more investments have been fruitful, the minister said.
For instance, KDIPA has issued licenses for a number of leading world companies
that have already embarked on business in Kuwait, which entails creating new jobs
and training opportunities for Kuwaitis as well as varying sources of income, Al-Ali
noted.

He cited a report by the US State Department on improvement of business and
investment environment in Kuwait. Earlier this year, the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) -Inter-governmental body developing and promoting policies to combat
money laundering and terrorist financing- noted that Kuwait, had made significant
progress in improving its system in both fields and “will therefore no longer be
subject to the FATF’s monitoring process.” Al-Ali underlined the role by the KDIPA to
achieve goals of law 116/2013, namely encouraging direct investments, in a bid to
turn Kuwait into a regional financial and trade hub. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Information Minister, State
Minister for Youth Affairs and the
Supreme Tourism Committee
Chairman Sheikh Salman Sabah
Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah has
called for establishing a tourism
authority for managing the sector’s
diverse activities including cultural
and entertainment programs.
Minister Sheikh Salman affirmed, dur-
ing a meeting of the commission,
keenness on overhauling the sector
with aim of making it one of the
national income sources, as part of
the state revenues’ diversifying policy,
according to a ministry statement released yesterday. 

This sector is envisioned as one of the Kuwaiti economy founda-
tions, considering its high proceeds and political, economic and
social benefits, Minister Sheikh Salman said, noting the private sec-
tor should be included in such a process; backed by the government
with the necessary legislations. The supreme commission, which
groups talented citizens, is capable of activating such a strategy for
the Kuwaiti tourism, he said, noting the need for in-depth studies,
upgrading the infrastructure, diversifying the programs and allocat-
ing more lands for new projects. 

He also called for training national cadres, particularly the young
nationals, in the process to develop the field. Expansion of Kuwait
International Airport to reach an accommodation capacity of 25 mil-
lion passengers per year, warrants expansion of the services and
tourism projects, “which in turn should lure many young Kuwaitis
thus creating new work opportunities for them,” the minister said.
The meeting was held after the tourism portfolio was shifted from
the Ministry of Commerce to the Information Ministry. —KUNA
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