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PARIS: France’s Jo-Wilfried Tsonga serves to Spain’s Pablo Andujar during the men’s third round at the Roland Garros 2015 French Tennis Open in Paris yesterday.  —AFP

PARIS: Richard Gasquet made it seven French play-
ers into the third round of the French Open yester-
day stirring hopes of a realistic home title challenge.
That number equaled the second best showing for
French players at the last 32 stage in Paris in the
Open-era (since 1968), beaten only by the eight men
who made it that far in 1971. Gasquet, a former
Wimbledon semi-finalist and world top tenner, final-
ly saw off the challenge of Argentine claycourter
Carlos Berlocq 3-6, 6-3, 6-1, 4-6, 6-1 after the match
had been suspended overnight at two sets all. His
reward is a third round tie against South African
Kevin Anderson. “Yeah, we are a lot in the third
round. I saw maybe six or seven. It’s a lot,” Gasquet
said of the French charge.

“It’s not the record. The record was eight. So, yeah,
it’s very good for French tennis. “I hope we can go fur-
ther in the tournament. Of course, the best players
are coming in the draw. Everybody is playing a seed-
ed player now. “I think Benoit Paire tonight and many

guys are playing the best players in the world now. So
we see what happens. “It’s a good start for us. But I
think we can go farther in the draw.” Also through to
the third round in the top half of the draw is Jeremy
Chardy, who takes on Belgium’s David Goffin today,
while five other French hopes were in action in the
bottom half of the draw yesterday.

First up is an all-French encounter between
national number one and 12th seed Gilles Simon and
a player better-known for his grasscourt game,
Nicolas Mahut. After that, on the Court Suzanne
Lenglen, was the match between 13th seed Gael
Monfils and Uruguay’s Pablo Cuevas with Roger
Federer awaiting the winner in the last 16. Monfils
defeated Federer in straight sets on clay in the Davis
Cup final in Lille last November. The Swiss second
seed, whose only title win came here in 2009 when
he beat Monfils in the quarter-finals, coasted past
Damir Dzumhur of Bosnia-Herzegovina 6-4, 6-3, 6-2.

“I was pleased with the way I played,” he said. “I

had never played him before. He is very fast and I did
not know really how he would play the big points.”
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, a semi-finalist for France at
Roland Garros in 2013, was scheduled last on the
Philippe Chatrier Centre Court taking on Spain’s
Pablo Andujar. Finally Paire has a tough task going
up against fourth seed Tomas Berdych. The last
home winner of the men’s singles at the French
Open, and of any Grand Slam tournament, was
Yannick Noah in 1983 with Henri Leconte the last to
reach the final in 1988 where he lost to Mats
Wilander. 

Since then Leconte in 1992, Cedric Pioline (1998),
Sebastien Grosjean (2001), Monfils (2008) and
Tsonga (2013) all fell at the semi-final stage. Mary
Pierce, meanwhile, won the women’s singles title in
2000, the first French champion since Francoise Durr
in 1967.  Also into the last 16 - for the second time in
his career - was Georgian-born Russian Teymuraz
Gabashvili who was too good for Czech player Lukas

Rosol, winning 6-4, 6-4, 6-4. He will next play
Japanese fifth seed Kei Nishikori, who moved
through when third round opponent Benjamin
Becker withdrew from the tournament with a shoul-
der injury.

Sharapova into last-16
Meanwhile, defending French Open champion

Maria Sharapova passed her first serious test with fly-
ing colours, dismissing Australian 26th seed
Samantha Stosur 6-3 6-4 to reach the last 16 yester-
day. The second seed from Russia had too much
poise and pace for Stosur, runner-up in 2010 and
twice a semi-finalist, whose heavy top-spin game can
be a handful on clay. Sharapova, who played in the
last three French Open finals, winning two, broke
four times to seal a convincing win when Stosur fired
a forehand wide. The five-times grand slam champi-
on will take on Czech 13th seed Lucie Safarova for a
quarter-final spot. —Agencies

French flying high at Roland Garros
Sharapova passes Stosur test to ease into fourth round


