
S P O R T S
SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2015

ENGLAND FA CUP
Arsenal v Aston Villa 19:30
beIN SPORTS 1 HD

GERMAN DFB POKAL
Dortmund v Wolfsburg 21:00 
beIN SPORTS 4 HD

SPAIN COPA DEL REY
Barcelona v de Bilbao 22:30 
beIN SPORTS 3 HD 

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

BRUSSELS: Services in Brussels, Liverpool and Turin
yesterday commemorated the 39 people, mostly
Italians, who were crushed and trampled to death
after  f ighting between r ival  fans before the
European Cup final at the Heysel Stadium 30 years
ago. At the site where a wall collapsed, under pres-
sure from Juventus supporters pushed back by
Liverpool supporters, a crowd including some vic-
tims’ families laid wreaths and released 39 balloons
beside a plaque bearing the names of those killed. 

The tragedy in Brussels occurred after rival fans
threw missiles, including stones, in the lead-up to
the match. A group of Liverpool fans charged into
the rival section, causing the Juventus fans to
retreat. Many were driven to the wall, at the side. It
collapsed causing the death of 39 mostly Juventus
fans and injured about 600 others. “It’s always
painful. Thirty years later, it’s still painful,” said
Charline Francois, whose brother Jacques was
among those killed. “It’s great to organize a com-

memoration because it’s all about saying that we
don’t forget, but for the family it’s tough.”

Sergio Brio,  who played for  Juventus that
evening, said he always felt uneasy returning to the
ground, which was later revamped and renamed
the King Baudouin Stadium. “How do I feel today?
Like I felt during the years when I was in Belgium
and every time I came back to play in this stadium. I
always felt odd, weird,” Brio said. Juventus won the
match, which went ahead despite the tragedy, 1-0
thanks to a penalty scored by current UEFA presi-
dent Michel Platini.

In a  statement,  the former France captain
recalled the events of May 29, 1985, and said he
and colleagues work every day to ensure there will
never be a repeat of the horror. “I continue to play
in that final,” said Platini. “It hasn’t left me, just like
it hasn’t left anyone else who was there that night,
and remains with all those who lost a loved one, for
whom everything changed in a few terrible min-

utes.” Platini was yesterday at the FIFA Congress in
Zurich where special mention was made of the dis-
aster and delegates stood in silence to remember
them and other football personalities who have
died in the last year.

In Turin, home of Juventus, victims’ families were
to attend a church service along with the entire
squad and staff of the club. In Liverpool, the club
chaplain held a memorial service on Friday morn-
ing, with the 1985 captain Phil Neal placing a floral
tribute and Juventus’s sporting director Gianluca
Pessotto and former player Massimo Bonini laying
39 white lilies. English soccer clubs were banned
from European competition for five years and
Liverpool kept out until 1992 following the tragedy.
Events at Heysel, and the Hillsborough disaster in
Sheffield in 1989, when 96 mostly Liverpool fans
were crushed to death at the FA Cup semi-final
against Nottingham Forest, sparked a review of sta-
diums and a move to all-seater venues. —Reuters

Clubs and families remember Heysel victims 
Heysel holds emotional ceremony 30 years on

ZURICH: Palestinian football chief Jibril
Rajoub withdrew his association’s bid
to have FIFA suspend Israel from inter-
national football yesterday before shak-
ing hands with his Israeli counterpart. “I
have decided to drop the resolution for
the suspension,” Rajoub told the FIFA
congress in Zurich before shaking the
hand of Israeli FA president Ofer Eini. “A
lot of colleagues, whom I respect and
whose commitment to the ethics and
values of the game I appreciate, told
me how painful it is to hear of the issue
of suspension.”

But Rajoub demanded that FIFA
help tackle racism and problems of
movement facing Palestinian players in
the occupied West Bank before waving
a red card at delegates to emphasize
his point.   Palestine, which has been a
FIFA member since 1998, had wanted
the governing body to expel Israel over

its restrictions on the movement of
Palestinian players. It had also opposed
the participation in the Israeli champi-
onships of five clubs located in Jewish
settlements in the occupied West Bank.
In an equally passionate address, Israeli
football chief Eini said it is now up to
the two associations to find a common
ground to promote football and help
each other in the troubled region. 

“Football must serve as a bridge to
peace,” said Eini. “I’m saying to my
friend Rajoub, let the politicians deal
with the political points. “Let’s do the
best for football on both sides. I want
us to work together and to be able to
cooperate. “We should be able to solve
problems by speaking to one another.
“There will always be disputes, but if we
speak together, we can solve the prob-
lems.” A FIFA committee, which will
include figures from both the Israeli

and Palestinian governing bodies, will
be set up to resolve issues facing those
in football on the West Bank after the
congress voted for the initiative.

Israel welcomed the avoidance of
an “absurd situation” after the motion
was withdrawn. “The result of talks at
FIFA is positive and I welcome the fact
that we didn’t arrive at an absurd situa-
tion in which a state like Israel would
have been suspended from a body
whose vocation is, before all, sporting,”
Israel’s assistant foreign affairs minister
Tzipi Hotovely said. But he warned that
Israel would be fast to combat any
future bids to expel it. “In the future we
will oppose by all our means states and
organizations that want to delegit-
imize Israel,” the minister warned. “We
will not allow them to influence the
decisions of international organiza-
tions.” —AFP

Palestinians withdraw bid 
to have FIFA suspend Israel

ZURICH: President of the Palestinian FA Jibril Rajoub shows a red card as he speaks during the 65th FIFA
Congress yesterday in Zurich.  —AFP

Brazil football 
boss won’t quit

RIO DE JANEIRO: The president of the Brazilian Football
Confederation, Marco Polo del Nero, said yesterday he knew noth-
ing about bribes allegedly paid to his arrested predecessor Jose
Maria Marin, rejecting calls to resign. “It’s impossible to resign. I’m
not going to resign because I have nothing to do with this,” he told
a press conference at CBF headquarters in Rio de Janeiro. He said it
made him “sad” to see Marin, his mentor and former boss, arrested
Wednesday along with six other top football officials on US
charges of taking millions in bribes. “It makes you very angry, per-
plexed because of everything that happened. But we have to look
beyond friendship and do our job,” he said.

Del Nero flew home yesterday morning from Switzerland,
where he had been due to take part in the FIFA vote that re-elected
Sepp Blatter to a new term as president of the world football gov-
erning body. He said on arrival he wanted to “clarify” the situation
after Swiss police arrested Marin and the other officials in a dawn
raid on their Zurich luxury hotel. Marin, 83, was CBF president from
2012 to 2015, and is a current member of the FIFA organizing com-
mittee for the Olympic football tournaments.

Del Nero, who was a CBF vice president under Marin, succeeded
him last month, when Marin stepped down and became a vice
president. The CBF has stripped Marin of his post and removed his
name from the front of its headquarters building under FIFA’s
orders. Marin, a career lawyer and politician, has had previous
brushes with scandal. In 2012, TV cameras caught him slipping a
player’s winning medal into his pocket at a Sao Paulo cup match.
He later dismissed the incident as a “joke”. He has also been
accused of supporting Brazil’s military dictatorship as a congress-
man in the 1970s.

Del Nero, 74, downplayed his own role in CBF business deals as
a vice president. “A vice president isn’t in charge. I tried to the best
of my ability to be a good director. I didn’t sign any contract during
Marin’s administration,” he said. He added he would cooperate
with investigators, review all CBF contracts and seek to prove the
organization’s innocence. —AFP


