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PARIS: Ekaterina Makarova reached the French
Open fourth round yesterday, but wished she
hadn’t. The 26-year-old defeated best friend and
Grand Slam title winning doubles partner Elena
Vesnina 6-2, 6-4, her sixth win in seven meetings
with her fellow Russian.  “It’s a bad feeling. I don’t
want to feel it again,” said Makarova, who won the
2013 Roland Garros doubles title with Vesnina. “It’s
so nervous. You’re kind of close. You cannot scream
because we are really good friends and we don’t
like to scream to each other, Come on or some-
thing. So it’s really a quiet match. Yeah, I’m not hap-
py.” 

Makarova is the Russian number two and at nine
in the world is just seven spots behind illustrious
compatriot Maria Sharapova. They are also occa-
sional Fed Cup teammates, but are really worlds
apart. Where Sharapova will conduct lengthy media

interviews after each match, left-handed Moscow
native Makarova was shunted into Roland Garros’s
smaller press conference room. There she answered
questions only in English asked by just two journal-
ists. Not a word of Russian was spoken.

So low key is Makarova that one of the reporters
even managed to get her Paris history mangled.
She took that in good grace; such a faux pas aimed
at Sharapova would likely attract an icy put-down.
“Here? I was in a quarter-final? Actually already
someone is already telling me that I was in a quar-
ter-final. No, my best result was fourth round cou-
ple of years ago,” said Makarova. “But I am happy
that someone’s thinking that I was in the quarters
here.” Makarova has amassed over $7 million in her
career and traditionally rises to the occasion of the
Grand Slams. Four of her five wins over top five
players have come at the majors.  This year she

achieved her best run at a Grand Slam, going all the
way to the Australian Open semi-finals.

She has also been a quarter-f inal ist  at
Wimbledon and the US Open. Makarova is just one
of two players never to be ranked number one in
the world to have beaten both Serena and Venus
Williams at a Grand Slam.  She had that distinction
to herself until this French Open when Sloane
Stephens of the United States knocked out Venus in
the first round. Next up for Makarova is a fourth
round duel with seventh-seeded Serb Ana Ivanovic,
the 2008 champion in Paris. They are 1-1 in their
career meetings with both clashes coming at the
majors-Ivanovic winning at the 2010 US Open and
Makarova gaining revenge at the Australian Open
the following year, taking a last-set decider 10-8.
“She’s a tough opponent definitely. She has great
memories here,” said the Russian. —AFP

Quiet Russian Makarova gets losing winning feeling

NEWCASTLE: Ireland’s Padraig Harrington lines up his putt on the 18th green on the first day of the Irish
Open at the Royal County Down Golf Club in Newcastle in Northern Ireland yesterday. —AFP

Harrington in 
the hunt for 

second Irish Open

BUENOS AIRES: Diego Milito’s dream of adding the
Libertadores Cup to his Champions League victory with
Inter Milan in 2010 has ended with Racing Club’s elimina-
tion by Guarani in the quarter-finals. The Paraguayan
side held 10-man Racing to a 0-0 draw in the second leg
of their quarter-final in Buenos Aires on Thursday to go
through 1-0 on aggregate and wil l  face another
Argentine side, River Plate, in the semi-finals. 

The teams will have to wait for a month and a half
with the semi-finals, including Internacional of Brazil

against Mexico’s UANL Tigres, scheduled for mid-July
after the Copa America which kicks off in Chile on June
11. Racing goalkeeper Sebastian Saja was sent off at the
stroke of halftime for a foul on goal-bound midfielder
Marcelo Palau but his understudy Nelson Ibanez saved
Julian Benitez’s penalty with his first touch of the ball.

Guarani keeper Alfredo Aguilar was the star of the
night making a string of fine saves to shut out Racing,
whose strike pair of Gustavo Bou and Milito had scored
12 goals between them in the competition. “It’s a huge

sadness because we had big dreams in this Cup.  I’m
proud because we played a great match, but it wasn’t
to be,” said Milito, who had reached the semi-finals
with Racing in 2003 before his move to Europe. “We
haven’t won anything yet,” said Aguilar as a warning
that the toughest matches were still to come. The first
leg will be hosted by River at El Monumental on July
15. It will be only Guarani’s second appearance in the
last four of South America’s top club competition after
1966. —Reuters

Milito’s dream ends as Racing go out of the Libertadores Cup

NEWCASTLE: Triple Major winner Padraig Harrington is on target to become only
the second Irish-born golfer to capture two Irish Open titles. The 43-year old Dubliner
continued to impress in difficult weather conditions and despite bogeying his clos-
ing two holes, Harrington stayed within a shot of the clubhouse lead at two under
par on the Royal County Down in Newcastle, Northern Ireland. The duo of Scotland’s
Richie Ramsay and Austrian Bernd Wiesberger each carded four under par 67s to
lead the 2.5m euro event at three under par.

However strong winds and continuing intermittent showers again played havoc
with the field with a number of former Irish Open winners and leading European
stars certain to miss the halfway cut. World number seven Sergio Garcia, who cap-
tured the event and his first European Tour title in 1999, shot scores of 75 and 79 for a
12-over par total while Irish Open defending champion, Mikko Ilonen of Finland
carded rounds of 75 and 77. Top-ranked French golfer Victor Dubuisson, and a mem-
ber of last year’s victorious European Ryder Cup team, recorded just one birdie but
also five bogeys, a double bogey, a triple bogey and also a quadruple bogey in a
round of 84 for a shock 16-over par tally. Harrington teed-up three days after missing
out by a stroke in making a US Open qualifying play-off last Monday at Walton
Heath. The current World No 86 can still earn his way into the June 18th commenc-
ing US Open at Chambers Bay in Washington State by finishing top-three this week
in Northern Ireland. However he was left disappointed after having moved to seven
under par after 10 holes to complete his closing eight holes in five over par. “I clearly
would have preferred to finish on seven or eight under par and move away from the
field but then there will be a lot of people who will make the cut still feeling they
have a chance of winning now that I’ve come back to the field,” he said.

“So I’m disappointed with my finish today as I was very comfortable through 28
holes. “I had a putt to go eight under par and everything was easy at that stage.
“What I went through over the last six or seven holes is what most of the players are
going through all the time, so I feel bad, but then it seems to be the way that most of
the course is playing for most of the guys. “Hopefully, I’ve had my bad run but then I
have to be pleased to be in contention.” Irish golfing great Harry Bradshaw is the
only Irishman to win two Irish Open titles in 1947 and 1949. Wiesberger capped his
round with back-to-back birdies at his seventh and eighth holes before eagling his
ninth as he seeks a third European Tour title but a first in three years.

Ramsay is chasing a second victory this season after capturing the Hassan 11
Trophy in Morocco earlier this season and despite the difficult wet and cold condi-
tions says he warms to golf in Ireland. “I’ve always tended to play well in Ireland for
some reason,” he said. “I seem to also get a lot of support here while Ireland is just full
of some fantastic golf courses. “So you put those two ingredients together and only
good things come from it.” World  number one Rory McIlroy was out in the afternoon
half of the draw and commencing his round at nine over par but desperate also as
tournament host not to miss an Irish Open cut for a third time in succession. —AFP 


