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BEIJING: China said yesterday a 44-year-old
South Korean man had tested positive for
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS),
China’s first confirmed case, but that it had
not found any symptoms in 38 people who
had been in close contact with him. Health
authorities in the southern Chinese province
of Guangdong said it was likely the disease
would spread as the patient had taken a bus,
crossed a busy border checkpoint from
Hong Kong and stayed in a hotel before
being taken to hospital. “As we have said
before, the possibility of MERS transferring
into Guangdong is very high,” He Jianfeng,
director for the Guangdong Provincial
Center for Disease Control, told reporters.

“In theory, it’s possible to have a second
case.” He added, however, that 38 people
found to have come into contact with the
patient hadn’t tested positive. First identi-
fied in humans in 2012, MERS is caused by a
coronavirus from the same family as the one
that triggered China’s deadly 2003 outbreak
of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS). There is no cure or vaccine. “The
virus appears to be circulating widely
throughout the Arabian Peninsula,” the
World Health Organization (WHO) said on its
website. “All recent cases that have been
reported outside the Middle East first devel-
oped infection in the Middle East.”

WHO said yesterday 10 people in South
Korea were confirmed as having MERS, but
there had been no sustained human-to-
human spread. The UN agency said that it
was not recommending screening of passen-

gers or that travel or trade restrictions be
imposed on South Korea due to the out-
break. “The virus is not behaving differently.
It is direct transmission and not sustained
human-to-human-transmission. They are all
related to the same case who came travelling
from the Middle East,” WHO spokesman
Christian Lindmeier told a briefing in Geneva.

Later on, South Korea’s health ministry
said two more patients were confirmed to
have been infected, both of whom had been
in the same hospital ward as the initial con-
firmed cases, raising the total number to 12.
The patient in China, in isolation in hospital
in the southern city of Huizhou, had a fever
and a chest examination showed possible
pneumonia, China’s National Health and
Family Planning Commission said. “We
understand he is currently in a stable condi-
tion, and is being well cared for,” the WHO
China office said in a statement. The man,
who is a son of another patient who was
confirmed last week to have been infected
in South Korea, had travelled to Huizhou
after first arriving in Hong Kong on Tuesday,
according to South Korean and Chinese
authorities.

Hong Kong health authorities said 29
people had been in close contact with the
Korean in Hong Kong, with 12, including
three Koreans, being kept in quarantine in
hospital. Of these, three were showing very
mild symptoms, Leung Ting-hung, controller
of Hong Kong’s Centre for Health Protection,
said. But the chances of an outbreak in Hong
Kong were low. Two new victims in South

Korea are believed to have caught the virus
from the first case confirmed last week, a 68-
year-old man who had travelled to Bahrain
in April and May, and returned to South
Korea via Qatar. Last week, South Korea’s
Health Ministry said there were 1,142 cases
of MERS in 23 countries and 465 deaths had
been reported by May 16.

12 MERS cases in S Korea 
Meanwhile, South Korea confirmed five

MERS cases yesterday, bringing the total
number of patients infected with the poten-
tially deadly virus to 12, including a man
who defied a quarantine protocol and trav-
elled to China, health officials said. The infec-
tions were all traced to the original case of a
68-year-old man diagnosed on May 20 after
returning from a trip to Saudi Arabia.

Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS) is considered a deadlier but less
infectious cousin of the Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) virus that
appeared in Asia in 2003 and killed hun-
dreds of people, mostly in China. Symptoms
may range from flu-like aches and pains to
pneumonia and kidney failure. The health
ministry said the new MERS cases included a
30-year-old nurse from the hospital where
the original case was reported, and a 56-
year-old man who was treated there for oth-
er diseases. A 44-year-old man who left for
China on a business trip on Tuesday, a day
after his father was diagnosed with the virus,
was confirmed Friday to have been infected,
it said.—Agencies
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first MERS case 
S Korea records 12 cases

MUMBAI: An Indian worker has a mouth check-up as a
part of an anti-tobacco awareness campaign in Mumbai.
World No Tobacco Day is being held on May 31. —AFP

Synergy Health, Steris 

contest US FTC 

decision to block deal 
WASHINGTON: Sterilization services provider Synergy Health Plc and
US medical tech company Steris Corp said they would contest the US
Federal Trade Commission’s attempt to block Steris’s acquisition of the
British company. The companies said they were confident the court
would reject the FTC’s request for an injunction blocking the merger.
“We are very disappointed by the FTC’s decision to impede this trans-
action and intend to vigorously challenge their claims in court,”
Synergy Health Chief Executive Richard Steeves said in a statement.
Synergy shares fell as much as 6.2 percent in early trading, making it
the top loser on the FTSE-250 Midcap Index on Friday morning. A
number of “inversion” deals - which allow companies to escape higher
taxes in the United States by reincorporating abroad - have come
undone in the past few months after the US Treasury Department
tightened rules.

Steris had offered to buy Synergy for about $1.9 billion in October,
after the new rules were announced, in a deal that would allow the US-
based company to shift its domicile to the UK and cut its tax bill. Steris
said in a separate statement that the companies had not yet seen the
FTC announcement or formal complaint, but welcomed a full judicial
review of the competitive effects of the combination. “We have
worked diligently to address the FTC’s concerns and to avoid litigation,
but we will now focus our efforts on prevailing in court,” Steris CEO
Walt Rosebrough said. The deal has been hanging in the balance since
the FTC began reviewing it in October.  —Reuters


