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LOS ANGELES: By the end of the year, nearly
every major automaker will begin offering
Apple’s CarPlay or Google’s Android Auto,
two systems that effectively turn a car’s
dashboard screen into a smartphone.
General Motors made the biggest move so
far Wednesday, announcing that both sys-
tems will be available in seven 2016
Chevrolet models starting in the summer.
The Apple system will appear in seven addi-
tional Chevy models. Earlier in the week,
Hyundai announced the Android system in
the Sonata midsize car.

Experts say the move to systems devised
in Silicon Valley is an admission by the
automakers that people favor the way their
smartphones work over the automakers’
own touch screens and voice commands,
which have been prone to glitches. The in-
house systems have cost the car companies
millions and dinged their quality ratings.

‘We just want familiar’
People are familiar with smartphones

and have music libraries, podcasts, social

media contacts and other personal items on
them, said Tim Bajarin, president of Creative
Strategies, a technology research firm in San
Jose, Calif. Automakers, he said, have real-
ized that most drivers can’t be bothered
learning a whole new car-based system.”We
just want familiar. We want our content, our
services that we already own on our phone.
We just want the car to have the representa-
tion of that on demand,” Bajarin said.

To get the systems, GM customers will
have to purchase a new Chevrolet equipped
with the brand’s MyLink touch screens,
which are available on many entry-level
models.

Once people plug into the car’s USB port,
the system will convert the screen to resem-
ble the phone. The system will then be able
to play a person’s music library, log on to
music apps with a touch, send and receive
text messages by voice, and even call up
Apple or Google Maps for navigation. The
number of available apps will be limited to
avoid driver distraction, GM officials said.
Many can be controlled by voice commands,

and video won’t be supported by the car
system. To work with MyLink, Android
phones must have at least the Lollipop 5.0
operating system, while Apple CarPlay
requires an iPhone 5 or newer model.

Automakers’ systems still necessary
GM will provide CarPlay or Android Car

for no additional cost. Although this might
cause some drivers to shun MyLink, GM
believes that ultimately giving consumers
the choice will help it sell more cars, said
Saejin Park, the company’s director of inno-
vation and portfolio planning.

Mark Boyadjis, senior analyst for infotain-
ment at IHS Automotive, said the decision
doesn’t necessarily mean the death of
MyLink, Ford’s Sync and other systems. The
automakers’ systems have specific informa-
tion about the car that Apple or Google can’t
duplicate - engine diagnostics, heating and
air conditioning controls or even the ability
to set up service appointments with dealer-
ships, Boyadjis said.

GM officials also noted that some car
owners might drive in areas without the cel-
lular telephone coverage needed to run the
Apple or Google systems. And others prefer
not to plug anything in to their cars. Initially
both systems will be offered in the 2016
Spark mini car, Cruze compact, Malibu
midisze car, Camaro and Camaro convert-
ible, and the Silverado pickup, both regular
and heavy-duty models.

If something goes wrong with the sys-
tem under warranty, Apple and Google
would be responsible if the problem origi-
nates with their software. GM would handle
any problems on its end such as the MyLink
hardware, GM said. Apple and Android
combined control about 95 per cent of the
world’s smartphone market, so having both
systems is necessary. International Data
Corp. is forecasting Android will have a 79
per cent share of the smartphone market
this year with Apple (iOS) a distant second
at 16 per cent. — AP

SAN FRANCISCO: An Android employee gives a demonstration of Android Auto
during Google I/O 2014. 
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DETROIT: An iPhone is connected to a 2016 Chevrolet Malibu equipped with Apple CarPlay apps, displayed on the car’s
MyLink screen, top, during a demonstration. — AP photos

NEW YORK: Shares of GoPro jumped to a five-month
high Thursday after the company’s CEO said the com-
pany is getting into the drone and virtual reality busi-
ness. The company already dominates the action
video camera market and its entry into the fast-grow-
ing field of drones and virtual reality sent shares up 3
percent early Thursday. Nick Woodman, who also
founded the company, said at the Code Conference
in California, that GoPro will come out with a quad-
copter drone geared toward consumers in the first
half of 2016.

GoPro is also introducing six-camera technology
for use in virtual reality, using its HERO4 cameras,
which may be available this year. GoPro last month
said it was buying Kolor, a French company that
makes “stitching” technology that allows users to
combine multiple photos or videos into a high-reso-
lution panoramic or spherical whole. GoPro said that
Kolor’s technology will be an important part of virtual
reality media. Shares of GoPro Inc rose $3.53, or 6.6
percent, to close at $56.81 on Thursday. Its shares are
up 35 percent in the past three months. — AP

GoPro gets real, 

NEW YORK: A newly discovered glitch in Apple’s software can
cause iPhones to mysteriously shut down when they receive a
certain text message. Apple says it’s aware of the problem and
is working on a fix. But some pranksters are sharing informa-
tion about the glitch on social media and using it to crash oth-
er peoples’ phones.

The problem only occurs when the iPhone receives a mes-
sage with a specific string of characters, including some
Arabic characters, according to several tech blogs. When an
iPhone isn’t being used, it typically shows a shortened version
of the message on the phone’s lock screen. That shortened
combination of characters apparently triggers the crash.
Affected phones will restart automatically. Owners can pre-
vent the problem by using phone settings to turn off message
“previews”. — AP

Software glitch can
cause iphones to crash

BLACKSBURG: Mechanical Engineering students and Team
Valor members (from left) John Seminatore, James Burton,
Yoonchang Sung and Lakshitha Dantanarayana test soft-
ware on the THOR robot while readying for the Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) Robotics
Challenge at the TREC (Terrestrial Robotics Engineering and
Controls) Lab at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia. Unlike
many of the other 24 international teams in the competi-
tion, Team Valor has built most of the semi-autonomous
ESCHER (Electromechanical Series Compliant Humanoid for
Emergency Response) robot from the ground up over the
last three months. The winner of the simulated disaster-
response course will take home a $2 million prize next week
in Pomona, California. — AFP


