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Steve Martin

reflects career as he

receives AFI honor

In the early 1980s, when Steve Martin was a fledgling movie
star, he recalls attended the American Film Institute’s celebra-
tion of Frank Capra and how Hollywood glitterati swirled

around the Oscar-winning filmmaker. Next week, Martin himself
will be at the center of the celebration, surrounded by his friends
and colleagues from a 48-year career in entertainment. Mel
Brooks will present Martin with AFI’s 43rd Life Achievement
Award at a private ceremony in Hollywood June 4. “It’s such a
prestigious group that they’ve given this award to, and I can’t
help but think, ‘What am I doing there?’” Martin said in a recent
interview. “But, still, they gave it to me, so I’m accepting it with
full pride.”

The ultimate multi-hyphenate, Martin says he never had a
career plan - which seems to have worked out well for the 69-
year-old screenwriter, actor, comedian, producer, playwright,
novelist and musician. “I always felt I was lucky to be where I
was,” he said. One of his earliest gigs was as a writer for “The
Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour,” which led to other TV-writing
jobs. In 1979, he co-wrote and starred in the film “The Jerk,” fol-
lowed by “Dead Men Don’t Wear Plaid” and “The Man with Two
Brains” a few years later. And when he couldn’t find a writer to
work on his idea for an updated “Cyrano de Bergerac,” he decid-
ed to try it himself. 1987’s “Roxanne” was the result.

“So that worked out, and it turned me into a screenwriter, a
solo screenwriter,” he said. “There are so many little accidents
along the way that happen.” Sir Howard Stringer, chair of the AFI
Board of Trustees, called Martin “a multi-layered creative force
bound by neither convention nor caution” and “a national treas-
ure whose work has stuck with us like an arrow in the head.”
Martin first gained fame as a standup, not to mention his break-
out appearances on “Saturday Night Live” in the ‘70s. But he
came to prefer film as a comedic venue. “I really like the idea,
when I first started doing it, of getting a comedy down and it
doesn’t have to be repeated every night.,” he said. “It’s on film.
You can get it right, hopefully, and you never have to worry
about it again.”

Performing music
Writing films inspired him to write dramas and prose. A play

he wrote “in my spare time” will open at San Diego’s Old Globe
Theatre next year. Martin also adapted his novella, “Shopgirl,”
into the 2005 film of the same name. Writing and performing
music has reignited his pleasure in appearing live in front of an
audience. The banjo player said there’s “a lot of comedy” in the
concerts he plays with the bluegrass band Steep Canyon
Rangers, “and it’s really been fun.” He also recently performed a
pair of standup shows with pal Martin Short.

Martin recently began work on Ang Lee’s latest film, “Billy
Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk,” and hopes to one day work with
Wes Anderson. Meanwhile, he wrote a musical with Edie Brickell
and the two are planning to release an album. Martin will also be
curating a traveling art exhibit of works by Canadian painter
Lawren Harris. —AP

Gordon-Levitt has high hopes
for impact of ‘Snowden’

Joseph Gordon-Levitt has big expectations for the impact of
“Snowden.” The 34-year-old actor wrapped filming earlier
this month on the Oliver Stone thriller about former National

Security Agency contractor Edward Snowden, whose 2013 leaks
to the media revealed the government’s bulk collection of
American calling records. Congress is set for an unusual weekend
session to debate the records collection and two other surveil-
lance laws. “The laws are all in flux. ... I’m really curious what’s
going to happen. And I love the idea that we made the movie
when we did so that it can participate in that conversation,”
Gordon-Levitt said in an interview Thursday. He noted a May 7
federal appeals court ruling that the NSA’s actions were illegal.

“Hopefully, there will probably be a Supreme Court case about
it at some point soon. And while the Supreme Court judges aren’t
supposed to really listen to popular opinion, they do,” Gordon-
Levitt said. Gordon-Levitt plays Snowden in Stone’s film, which is
based on two books about the leaks and also features Shailene
Woodley, Zachary Quinto and Melissa Leo. “Snowden” is set for
release in December. “I think it’s really important for us to all talk
about it and to talk about different sides,” Gordon-Levitt said.
“You don’t really get much in the American media that explores
why he did what he did, why the government could potentially
be doing something wrong.”—AP

Joseph Gordon-Levitt arrives at the 2014 Film Independent
Spirit Awards, in Santa Monica, Calif. — AP

Cannes Directors’ Fortnight topper Edouard Waintrop has
joined the flurry of international filmmakers and producers
who are protesting against Morocco’s ban on Nabil

Ayouch’s prostitution-themed drama “Much Loved.” Since world-
premiering at Directors’ Fortnight, “Much Loved” has prompted
an avalanche of criticism from conservative and radical voices
across the web and an eventual ban from Morocco’s Ministry of
Communication for “serious outrage to the moral values of the
Moroccan woman.” Ayouch and “Much Loved”‘s star Loubna
Abidar have also been targeted by death threats on social net-
works. 

Waintrop said he was “stupefied” to learn of the official ban
and death threats in Morocco-a country that “welcomes many
French and international film shoots and hosts the Marrakech film
festival.”  Added Waintrop, “As always, films have had the voca-
tion to show reality through every prism. Evidently, this film
about prostitution in Marrakech shows a reality which Moroccan
authorities refuse to look at. However, this denied reality won’t be
altered by an act of deliberate censorship.”  Ayouch told Variety
he was also stunned by the decision of the Moroccan Ministry of
Communication because none of its five members have actually
seen the film, and Ayouch hadn’t not even requested a visa to
show the film in theaters. The director/producer, who is a leading
film industry figure in Morocco, explained the decision was based
on two clips from the movie that leaked on the web, and the sub-
sequent criticism that started spreading on social networks. 

Freedom of expression
The clip that sparked the most outrage shows three prosti-

tutes in a car speaking about clients; one says she hopes to get a

“Saudi Arabian man who is good-looking and nice.”   It’s a major
blow against the freedom of expression which the country has
gained in the last 15 years since the King Mohammed VI - who is
reputed for being a cinefil himself-ascended to the throne,
claimed Ayouch, who is based in Casablanca. The ban indeed
reveals the fast-growing radicalization of Morocco, which is still
considered by many as the most moderate country within the
Arab world. That fairly liberal image has allowed Morocco to con-
tinue luring Hollywood shoots such as “A Hologram for the King”
and “Spectre.” The local government is now governed by
Islamists.  

“There is a growing gap between the image that Morocco
gives and real life,” noted Laila Marrakchi, another Moroccan film-
maker who faced harsh criticism from radicals for a movie
“Marock” which turned on a love story between a Muslim man
and a Jewish girl. The movie was hotly debated at the Ministry of
Communication and Parliament before being eventually spared
from censorship.  “Sex remains the number one taboo in the Arab
world, and Morocco isn’t an exception,” pointed out Marrakechi.
Documentaries, radio and talk shows dealing with sexuality air
without restriction in Morocco but fiction films are judged differ-
ently by authorities because they can reach a wider audience, per
Marrakchi. High-profile French film directors and producers -
including Arnaud Desplechin, Michel Hazanavicius, Jean-Pierre
and Luc Dardenne, Costa-Gavras, Bertrand Tavernier, Jean
Labadie, Edouard Weil and Christophe Rossignon —  have signed
a petition to support Ayouch and Abidar. — Reuters

Cannes delegate ‘stupefied’ by Morocco’s 
ban on prostitution drama ‘Much Loved’

Steve Martin poses during ‘The Un-Private Collection:
Eric Fischl and Steve Martin,’ an art talk presented by The
Broad museum in Santa Monica, Calif. — AP


