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Who? Townshend,

Springsteen, Daltrey
jam at NYC event

Bruce Springsteen called Pete Townshend “the greatest rhythm
guitarist of all-time,” told a story about attending his first Who
concert as a pimply-faced teenager and joined Townshend and

surprise guest Roger Daltrey onstage for a rocking set. The rock icons
attended the MusiCares MAP Fund benefit Thursday night in New
York City, where Townshend and longtime Who manager Bill
Curbishley were honored for their charitable efforts.

Springsteen, Daltrey and Townshend joined forces for “My
Generation” at the Best Buy Theater in Times Square. They closed the
event with “Won’t Get Fooled Again,” and were joined by Billy Idol
and Willie Nile, who both hit the stage for solo sets earlier in the night.
“It’s gonna be good. It’s gonna be bad, but good-bad,” Townshend
said before the finale. Springsteen presented Townshend with the
Stevie Ray Vaughan Award for his commitment to the MusiCares
MAP Fund, which provides members of the music community access
to addiction recovery treatment regardless of their financial situation.

Rousing applause
The Boss said The Who was the first rock concert he saw in the late

‘60s when the English band first toured America. “All I knew was for
some reason this music and the demolishing of these perfectly fine
instruments filled me with incredible joy,” Springsteen said.
Springsteen said he was so inspired he imitated The Who’s set as a
16-year-old in the band The Castiles when he performed in the base-
ment of St. Rose of Lima Catholic for a school dance. “I went out and I
bought a smoke bomb and I bought a strobe light and I brought
them to the gig. ... At the end of the night, I lit the smoke bomb in the
Catholic school basement, I turned on the strobe light and I climbed
on top of my Danelectro amplifier holding a vase of flowers I’d stolen
from one of the upstairs classrooms,” he said. “As the nuns looked on
with horror, I reached up and smashed them onto the dance floor.”

Springsteen earned rousing applause from the crowd, but he also
got serious in his near eight-minute speech. “Pete, I’m here to say
‘congratulations, well deserved.’ And thanks, not just for ‘Who’s Next’
or ‘Who Are You,’ but for who I am,” he said. Townshend, who turned
70 this month, told the crowd about smoking weed as an art student,
tripping on LSD and turning to alcohol after using drugs. “I was doing
like three bottles of brandy a day ... and I think I don’t look too bad for
someone that drank cognac for 15 years,” he said to laughs from the
audience. “But the secret for me to be able to do this tour with The
Who, this 50th anniversary tour, and still kind of put on a reasonable
show ... has been (because of) the 30 years I’ve been clean,” he added
to loud cheers.

Standing ovation
The night was a mix of laughable moments from the rock stars to

high volume performances. Joan Jett rocked out in her signature
black ensemble and Nile was energetic on the guitar. Daltrey was
excited onstage and enticed the crowd with his signature windmill
effect with the microphone. Idol matched his energy: He danced,
waved his tongue and stuck half of his microphone down his pants
while he clapped as the band began playing “Who Are You,” which
earned Idol a standing ovation. Elton John, Mick Jagger, Ronnie
Wood and Joe Walsh appeared in videos and offered kind words to
Townshend. Daltrey, 71, first appeared in a video he said was taped
Thursday in England but later surprised the crowd when he jumped
onstage after Curbishley accepted the From the Heart Award. “It’s not
easy to find an honest manager in this business,” Daltrey said to
laughs, “especially in our period. Some of the artists will tell you.”—AP

In this image made from APTN video, Pete Townshend
arrives at Musicares event in New York, Thursday. — AP

Three pianos, a wood pipe organ, a synthesizer and toilet
brushes are the standard setup for a show by German experi-
mental composer Nils Frahm. He navigated masterfully

between the instruments this week during his second sold-out
show at London’s Roundhouse venue, playing lush compositions
drawing on the electronica of Aphex Twin and the melodious pat-
terns of Chopin. The organ of wood and vacuum cleaner tubes and
the piano muffled with strips of felt were custom made, highlight-
ing Frahm’s unconventional approach to classical music.

“Sometimes it is easier to create your own instrument and proba-
bly cheaper and it is also fun,” he explained. “It is great to use some-
thing which isn’t out there.” Toilet brushes are Frahm’s rhythm
instrument. “It looks ridiculous but sounds so cool,” he said. Berlin-
based Frahm, 32, will play big festivals around Europe this summer,
including the BBC Proms 120th anniversary show at The Royal
Albert Hall on Aug 5. He has been playing the piano since childhood
and was trained by Nahum Brodski, a student of Tchaikovsky’s last
protÈgÈ. Frahm gained international recognition after releasing his
album “Felt” in 2011, whose distinctive deep piano sound creates a
feeling of being inside the instrument.

“I tried to record it in a conventional way and it sounded very
conventional, it sounded like an average piano,” Frahm said. So he
dampened the piano sound with a layer of felt and placed micro-
phones close to the strings. “It was so quiet, you could barely hear
anything. You would hear a mouse walking by louder than the keys.
Then the noise appeared and I started shaping it too. All these
things started to become an instrument as well.  And I realized I had
a whole band with this piano,” he said. “This particular piano sound,
it started to become my voice, my tone,” Frahm said. “Now people,
even if the song is unfamiliar to them, they can guess it is me
because of the depth of the sound.” Often compared with French
avant-garde pianist Erik Satie for his minimalist approach, Frahm
describes his music as a “dynamic journey” and says wants to show
simple compositions can be breathtaking. “There are a thousand
million piano players out there but if somebody says, ‘Oh, this must
be Nils’, then I achieved my goal,” he said.—Reuters

Toilet brushes and vacuum cleaners
turn musical in hands of Nils Frahm

Hozier, Nick Jonas and Trey Songz are among the perform-
ers set for the daytime portion of the upcoming
iHeartRadio Music Festival. Swedish singer Tove Lo, pop-

rock band Echosmith and Walk the Moon, who have a massive hit
with “Shut Up and Dance,” will also perform on Sept. 19 for the
Daytime Village at the MGM Resorts Village in Las Vegas. Tickets
go on sale Thursday.

Headliners for the main stage of the two-day iHeartRadio
Music Festival - slated for the nights of Sept 18 and 19 - will be
announced at a later date. The fifth annual festival will take place
at the MGM Grand Garden Arena. The 2015 Daytime Village will
also include George Ezra, Tori Kelly, James Bay, Shawn Mendes,
Zella Day and The Struts. — AP

Hozier, Jonas to perform 
at daytime iHeartRadio fest 

Trey Songz performs during the Between The Sheets Tour at
Philips Arena in Atlanta.

Hozier performs at the Billboard Music Awards at the MGM
Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas.


