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WASHINGTON: The US Army’s top general said Thursday that human
error probably was not a factor in the Army’s mistaken shipment of
live anthrax samples from a chemical weapons testing site that was
opened more than 70 years ago in a desolate stretch of desert in Utah.
Samples from the anthrax lot ended up at 18 labs in nine states and
an Army lab in South Korea, leading more than two dozen people to
get treatment for possible exposure. Gen Ray Odierno, the Army chief
of staff, told reporters the problem may have been a failure in the
technical process of killing, or inactivating, anthrax samples. Odierno
said the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is investigating
what went wrong at Dugway Proving Ground, the Army installation in
Utah where the anthrax originated.

Officials said the government labs that received the suspect
anthrax were at the Army’s Edgewood Chemical Biological Center in
Maryland and the Naval Surface Warfare Center in Virginia. The rest
were commercial labs, which the Pentagon has declined to identify,
citing legal constraints. Some of the samples sent from Utah were also
transferred to other labs in the US by the Edgewood center, a research
and development resource for nonmedical chemical and biological
defense.

Possible exposure
CDC spokesman Jason McDonald said four people at labs in

Delaware, Texas and Wisconsin were recommended to get antibiotics
as a precaution, although they are not sick. US officials at Osan Air
Base in South Korea said 22 people were being treated for possible
exposure. Odierno said normal procedures had been followed, and
that he was not aware that such a problem had surfaced previously at
Dugway. But there have been at least two other questionable inci-
dents at the military post 85 miles west of Salt Lake City that has been
testing chemical and biological warfare weapons since it was opened
in 1942. In 2011, Dugway was locked down for 12 hours because less
than one-fourth of a teaspoon of VX nerve agent was unaccounted
for. Military officials launched an internal investigation, but the results
were not released. Questions about the incident were not answered
Thursday by military officials. Utah Gov. Gary Herbert said in 2011 that
he met with the base commander and that the issue had been
resolved to his satisfaction.

In 1968, Dugway came under scrutiny when 6,000 sheep died

nearby. An Army report acknowledged that the nerve agent was
found in snow and grass samples, The Salt Lake Tribune reported
based on a report that was declassified in 1978. An Army spokesman
said in the late 1990s that state agriculture scientists never identified
the cause of death of the sheep.

Biochemical warfare
Herbert said in a statement he’s concerned about the incident and

is working with the CDC to monitor the investigation. Test facilities
like Dugway are intended to develop ways to defend against bio-
chemical warfare, which some fear could be used by terrorists, said
Barry M Blechman, co-founder of the Stimson Center, a nonpartisan
global security group in Washington.—AP
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UTAH: In this May 11, 2003, file photo, Microbiologist
Ruth Bryan works with BG nerve agent stimulant in
Class III Glove Box in the Life Sciences Test Facility at
Dugway Proving Ground. — AP

Many Republicans on 
trail to the White House

WASHINGTON: In 2008, there were 10 Republicans and eight
Democrats competing to succeed George W Bush in the White
House. This year, Hillary Clinton has cemented her role as the
prohibitive Democratic favorite, but no fewer than 16
Republicans have emerged in the most wide-open nomination
race in decades.

The declared 
Marco Rubio: The 44-year-old US senator from Florida, elect-

ed in 2010, is the son of Cuban immigrants and speaks fluent
Spanish. He advocates muscular foreign policy and US military
re-engagement in the world.

Ted Cruz: The senator from Texas, also 44, is an excellent
orator, former lawyer, and flagbearer of arch-conservative caus-
es. Rand Paul: A first-term senator like Rubio and Cruz, the 52-
year-old Kentuckian represents the party’s libertarian wing. His
election strategy includes drawing support from African-
Americans and Hispanics. Ben Carson: A retired neurosurgeon
who has never held public office, the conservative Tea Party
favorite, 63, is the only African-American in the race.

Mike Huckabee: The former Arkansas governor, preacher
and television host makes his second presidential run.
Huckabee, 59, hopes to capitalize on his rural evangelical fol-
lowing. Carly Fiorina: Hewlett-Packard’s ex-CEO spent millions
from her personal fortune in an unsuccessful 2010 Senate bid.
Fiorina, 60, is the only Republican woman running.

Rick Santorum: The 57-year-old former senator from swing-
state Pennsylvania and champion of the religious right won
Iowa caucuses in 2012 but ultimately lost the nomination. He is
again casting himself as fighting for blue-collar Americans.

George Pataki: The three-term governor who guided New
York through the 9/11 attacks in 2001 launched his campaign
Thursday. Pataki, 69, casts himself as a moderate who can over-
come “partisan division.”

The all-but-declared 
Jeb Bush: Florida’s ex-governor is son and brother to two

presidents. He is the Republican most open to immigration
reform. While not officially a candidate, the 62-year-old’s net-
work has raised vast sums of money. —AFP


