
I N T E R N A T I O N A L
SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2015

VIENNA: Amid accelerated interna-
tional efforts to reach a nuclear deal
with Iran, the UN atomic agency yes-
terday reported that work on a key
element - an assessment of allega-
tions that Tehran worked on atomic
arms - remains essentially stalled. The
report from the International Atomic
Energy Agency also reiterated that
more cooperation is needed by Iran
for full clarity on its present activities.
Without it, the IAEA said it cannot
“conclude that all nuclear material in
Iran is in peaceful activities.”

After years of deadlock, Iran and
the IAEA agreed in November 2013
on a new attempt to probe the accu-
sations. The US and its allies also
included the investigation into a to-
do list for talks with Iran meant to
curb its  nuclear programs in
exchange for sanctions rel ief .
Washington continues to insist that
full lifting of sanctions depends on
the IAEA’s abil ity to thoroughly
probe the accusations and deliver an
assessment on its findings.

Phony evidence 
Iran denies any work on - or inter-

est - in nuclear arms. It accuses Israel,
the United States and other adver-
saries of providing phony evidence
to the agency for the probe. The IAEA
is focused on 12 alleged activities
that point to Iranian attempts to
make such weapons, including suspi-

cions that Tehran worked on the
development on a nuclear payload
for missiles. The IAEA re-launched its
probe two years ago by asking for
information on less sensitive work
related to nuclear arms allegedly car-
ried out by Iran, with hopes of mov-
ing to larger issues later.

US Secretary of State John Kerry
wil l  meet with Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif in
Geneva on Saturday in an effort to
move the nuclear talks forward
ahead of a June 30 target date for a
deal. The confidential report issued
yesterday by the IAEA increased
doubts that the agency could issue
substantive findings on the allega-
tions by that time.

Obtained by The Associated Press,
the report said that Tehran had
recently shared some information
sought by the agency but continues
to hold back on the next stage of the
IAEA probe. A senior diplomat with
knowledge of the issue said the
material was related to nuclear mod-
eling and calculations that the
agency suspects could be linked to
arms. The diplomat, who demanded
anonymity because his information
was confidential,  declined to say
whether the information was pre-
sented by Iran as proof that the sus-
picions were false or if they possibly
pointed to corroboration of secret
nuclear weapons work.

Civilian uses
In  providing information on

another issue last year - explosives-
related experiments - Iran insisted
the material proved the testing was
for civilian uses and were not related
to the al leged work on nuclear
weapons. The agency has not issued
a public opinion on that assertion.
Since August, “Iran has yet to pro-
pose any new practical measures” to
bring the investigation forward, said
the report.

The agency seeks to interview
officials suspected of involvement in
weapons research and development.
It also wants to visit sites allegedly
used for such work. But as the Iran-
six power nuclear talks approach an
end of June target date, Iranian offi-
cials are adamant that they won’t
allow such questioning or inspec-
t ions.  I ranian Deputy Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi called his
country’s rejection of access to such
individuals and locations “totally
nonnegotiable” yesterday.

The IAEA report,  issued to the
agency’s 35-nation board and the
UN Security Council, said it remains
“concerned about the possible exis-
tence in Iran of undisclosed nuclear-
related activities involving military-
related organizations,  including
activities related to the develop-
ment of a nuclear payload for mis-
siles.” — AP 

Christian beheads
jihadist in brutal

revenge killing
BEIRUT: A Syrian Christian fighter has beheaded an Islamic
State group (IS) militant to avenge people “executed” by
the jihadists in northeastern Syria, a monitor said yester-
day. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said the inci-
dent took place on Thursday in Hasakeh province, where IS
holds large areas of the countryside.

According to the monitor, the Christian fighter, a mem-
ber of the minority Assyrian community, found the jihadist
in the local village of Tal Shamiram. “He took him prisoner
and when he found out he was a  member of  IS ,  the
Assyrian fighter beheaded him in revenge for abuses com-
mitted by the group in the region,” Observatory chief Rami
Abdel Rahman said.

The Observatory is based in Britain but has covered the
Syrian conflict since it broke out four years ago thanks to a
network of sources inside the country. The Christian was
fighting in the ranks of Kurdish forces who earlier this
month drove IS out of more than a dozen Assyrian villages
the jihadists had captured in Hasakeh. IS has carried out a
wave of abuses in areas it controls in both Syria and Iraq,
including public beheadings, mass executions, enslave-
ment and rape. — AFP 

UN nuke agency reports 
Show Iran probe stalled

ATHENS: Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif addresses journalists during a news briefing. — AP

Iran’s peaceful motives still under scrutiny

IS seizes
control of
Libya’s Sirte

airport 
TRIPOLI: The Islamic State jihadist group has seized
control of the airport in the city of Sirte after forces of a
Tripoli-based Libyan government withdrew, a
spokesman said yesterday. Mohamed al-Shami, whose
government is not recognized by the international
community, said its forces pulled out late Thursday
from the airport which had “fallen into the hands of the
IS organization”.

He said the forces had pulled out of the airport,
which is also a military base called Gardabiya, to rede-
ploy “as part of an operation to secure” areas to the
east and west of Sirte. It was the first time that IS in
Libya has recorded such a military gain. “After they left,
Islamic State group fighters entered the base which
had been completely emptied of equipment, except
for one military plane which is out of use,” said Shami.
Gardabiya lies 20 kilometers south of Sirte, hometown
of late dictator Moamer Kadhafi who was ousted and
killed in Libya’s 2011 uprising.

IS itself said it took full control of the airport follow-
ing clashes with forces loyal to the Tripoli government,
in a message posted on Twitter. Officials in Tripoli said
that IS had allied with supporters of the ousted Kadhafi
regime to deploy across Sirte, a region which has oil-
fields. Sirte has been the scene of several months of
sporadic fighting between IS and the Fajr Libya (Libya
Dawn) militia alliance tasked by the Tripoli government
to secure the city.

Shami said the pro-Tripoli forces would launch a
counteroffensive to retake the airport once reinforce-
ments arrived. The city of Sirte, 450 kilometers east of
Tripoli, has turned into a bastion of Islamist extremist
groups. Since Kadhafi was toppled, chaos has gripped
Libya, with battle-hardened former rebel groups armed
with heavy weapons carving out their own fiefdoms.

Fajr Libya seized control of Tripoli last year and set
up a government and parliament opposed to the
administration recognized by the international com-
munity that has taken refuge in the country’s far east
near the border with Egypt. IS jihadists has exploited
the chaos to gain ground, especially around Sirte,
where it first emerged in February. — AFP 


